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 ] not been ſufficiently 
aſſur'd that Candour and Good- 
neſs, are not the leaſt of thoſe 

_ Excellent Qualities, which have 
acquir d You the Love and E/teem 
of all that have the Honour to 
know Tou. "Tis this Conſidera- 
tion, joyw d with the Experience 
of Tour Lordſ/hip's former Fa- 
vours, which raisd me to the Con- 
Hidence of expreſſmg my Obliea- 
tions to Your Honour, by dedica: 
a2 - ting 


14 
- 
; 
' 
' 
; 
b- 
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ting not fo much the Ot 
Sheets, as My Self, the Dwpile 
of them, to Nour Lord/ſhip's Ser- 
vice. But Tam afraid both the 
Piece and its Author, are ſo in- 
conſiderable in themſelves,and /o 
unworthy of Tour Lorafhip's Eye 


&- Regard; that my Offering: will 


feem to moſt Men, to have more 


of Preſumptton. than Gratitude 
n it. And truly,My Lo, I an 


ſo ſen/able of the Objefion, That 


tho I would willingly. ſhroud my 


ſelf under Tour  Lordſhip's Pa- 


tronage, yet 1 dare not im the 
Ra emplore. it for the Efſay it 
ſelf; which hath ſo many faults, 
that ſome. may be apt. to. cen-' 
ſure the dF. Undertaking. as 
an unpardonable One : and 1 am 
unwilling - that. Tour Lord/bip S 
Name /houd tbe uſed, in the. de- 
Fence of a Trifle, which it might 
ave 


The"Evrorte DeDicaTory. 
have been perhaps more for the 
Author's: Credit fo have conc eal a 
than publiſh d, 
And now having ſaid thus with 
zn Excuſe of my ſelf, I muſt con- 
Feſs I was never under a greater 
Temptation, to ſay ſomething, ac- 
cording to the Modern Cu/tome of. 
Deatcations,mm Praiſe of Tour Lt; 
but that [fear 1 ſhould need ano- 
ther kind of Apology, ſhould [ at- 
tempt to grve a Charafter of Tour 
Perſonal Worth and Excellency; 
or enlargeupon thoſe Eminent Ser- 
vices,with which Tou have oblig'd 
both Your Prince and Country; in 
the moſt hazardous Tryals of Tour 
Loyaltygy» Afetion toeach,when 
ite the Rights of the Crown,or 
the ts the People call d 
 forTour Af tance: Your Lordſhip 
being [ill one of theFurlt,that was 
content to have theſe Tour Obliga- 
; a2 :-.:  grons 


The EpiSTi8E DEDICATORY. 
tions cancell'd and forgotten; and 
who never ſuffer d either the Ca- 
reſſes of theCourt,or the Applauſe 
of the Populace,/o tempt Joufrom 
Tour Duty orYour Poſt: But having 


adorn d theGreatO ceTou under- 


took, and nobly defended the Re- 
ligion Tou profeſs d,(by ſteering be- 
iwixt the hot blaſts - Zeal,gy the 
colder calms of Indifferency ) You 
generouſ/ty declin'd to make Your 
Services appear mercenary, or by 
raiſmg Tour Self to a higher $ta- 
#10n, give the World occaſion to ſu- 


ſhe that You courted Virtue and 


Religion//or any other than their 
own Rewards: Hhich that Tour 
Lord/bip may happily enjoy #s the 


Conſtant and Afetionate Wiſh o 


Your LoRDSHIP" NY 


Moſt Oblig'd, F aithful and 
Humble Servant, 


\ GERARD LANCBATNE. 
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Y former Catalogue of Plays, in 
K ſpite of the Malice and poor De- 
ſignes of fome of the Poers and 


their Agents, to deſtroy its Reputation, 
(by printing a Spurious Title-page, and 


an uncorrected Preface) has notwithſtand- 


ing found ſo kind a Reception from the 
Generality of Unbyaſs'd Judges ; that 
I thought my ſelf oblig'd by Gratitude, 
as well as Promiſe, to reviſe it: tho? it 
were only to purge it of thoſe Errate's 
contraQted in the former Edition. IT am 
ſo far from relenting what 1 have en- 
terpris'd, (as ſome have been pleas'd to 
report) that Iam only ſorry that my Pow» 
er is not equal to the Zeal I have for the 
Memory- of thoſe Tlluſtrious Authors, 
the Claſlicks, as well as thoſe later Wri- 
ters of our own Nation, Mr Shakeſpear, 
Flercher, Johnſon, Cowley, &c. that I might 
be capable of doing them better Service, 
in vindicating Their Fame, and in expo- 
ſing our Modern Plagiaries, by dreetting 

)ECAaUuic 


Part of their Thefts. I ſay Parr, be 
I cannot be ſuppos'd to have trac'd them 
| a 4 in 


(| 


The Preface. 


in Al: And having no Partners in my 
Diſcovery; it cannot be expeted but that 


many things,will eſcape my Obſervation, 


However, this may ſerve for a Hint to o- 


thers ; who being berter vers'd in Books, 

may build ypon the Foundation which is 
here laid. And who ever peruſes the fol- 
lowing Sheets, will find the Obſervation 
of Paulus, Tovins, to be very applicable to 
molt of . the Poets. of+ this Age ; Caſtrant 
alios, ut Libros ſuos per ſe graciles, alieno adi- 
pe ſuffarciant. 

But how juſt ſoeyer my Deſign may 
ſeem t0.ynprejudic'd Readers, I muſt ex- 
pe to be loudly exclaim'd againſt, if not 
openly aſſaulted by thoſe Poets, who may 
think themſelves injur'd in their Reputa- 


tion by the following Remarks: But I am 


already, prepar*d for the worlt ; having 
learnt. from the Author of Abſalom and 


Achitoz bel (*); © That. how honeſt ſheyer 


« the Deſign be, he whodraws his Pen for 
* One Party, muſt expect .to make  Ene- 

* migs of. the. Other ; and every Man is a 
©Knave or.an Al to tl e contrary fide. -L 


_ ſhall therefore leave the Poets to their. own 


Managh nent, whiltI rg ny ſelf-to 
my di 


, : 11 the Epifliey: + 


Fax 


ingag'd IRgader, Xhom L —_ E to. find 


The Preface. 
Favourable, to One'who aims only at his 
Diverſion; and intends never to- trouble 
the World again on this Subje&. 
I have endeavour'd to make this'Pzece 
as uſeful as the Subje& would bear, or m1 
Abilities reach ; and I am almoſt' confi- 
dent, that they who were fatisfied with 
my former Catalogue, will be much more 
favourable to This Account of the *Drama- 
rick Poets : ſince they will find Thi lo dit 
ferent from That, both in Form and Mat- 
ter, that it may juſtly be ftil'd 4 New 
Book. 5 EM 
In the Firſt place then I have given a 
ſuccin& Account 'of the Time in which 
moſt of the Ancient Poers liy*d ; the place 
of their Nativity, Quality, Death, Writ- 
ings, &c. inalarger manner than either 
Mr. Philips or Mr. Winſtanley ; and have 
colleQed all the material Paſſages of their 
Lives, which T found ſcattered in Doctor 
Fuller, Lloydd, 4 \Wood, &c. into One Vo- 
lume, for the greater Eaſe: of the Re«- 
der, and Advantage to the Work. I 
have not indeed always cited my Autho- 
rities, - to avoid loading the Page ; tho" 
here once for all make my publick AG 
knowledgiment-to the Fore-mention'd,'as 
well as other worthy Writers, to ny: I 
WL, Wave 
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The Preface. 
have been oblig'd in the compiling this 
Treatiſe. Neither have-I omitted to ap- 
ply my ſelf to ſeveral Perſons now living 
for Information, ſome of which promis'd 


me great matters; which occaſioned my 


deferring the Publication for ſome time : 
but I found that the Memorres I expected 
from Lowdoy, were like to arrive with 
Cardinal Perroz's Manuſcripts from Rome, 
which he was to make uſe of in his Vindt- 
cation of Henry le Grand : and that ſhould 
I have ſtay'd for the completion of thele 
Promiſes, the Loxvre would have ſooner 
been finiſht than my Book. 

Secondly, I have in this Edition, | eg 
the Reader a large Account of the Title- 
page of 'each Play which I have ſeen, as 
the Double Titles ; the Place where ated, 
the Date whea printed, and the Perſon to 


whom Dedicated; with other Obſerva-© 


ons, which might obitey occur or relate 
more-immediately to cach Play. 

Thirdly, As to thoſe Plays founded on 
Hiſtory, 1n{tead of One or Two, ( as for- 
merly) I have cited moſt of the Hiſtori- 
ans that have treated on that SubjeQ, that 


_ the Reader might compare the Play, with 


the Original Story. Ihavenot mention'd 
{o many Authors, out of hopes of being 
| count- 
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counted. Induſtrious,. or to beget an Opi- 
nion in the World of my Reading: Tho? 
as an Ingenious Author obſerves *, © This 
© Humor poſſefleth many Men, ' that bra 
* of many Books Coming under their Dil- 
* covery : as if not only with the Mzce they 
© had crept through. the Crannies of all 
{ Libraries; bur alſo with the Mothes, had . 
* got betwixt the Leaves of all Treatiſes 
* therein. I am fo far from afteQing T itle- 
Learning, in which every Bookſeller would 
perhaps excel me, that I am willing to 
acknowledge to the Reader, that I am 
owing to the Compendious ColleCQtions of 
Hiſtorians and Chronolopers, for their Di- 
reCtions,to-find any Story or Action 1n the 
Original Author; and therefore ſhall ac- 
count it no leflening to my Reputation to 
be trac'd in Calviſius, Spondanus, Lloyd, Mo- 
reri, and the like. | 
Fourthly, As to the Dramas, which are 
founded on Romances or Forreign Plays, 
I have. much ealarg'd my Remarks ; hav-_ 


ingemploy'da great p:rt(if not too much) 


of my Time in reading Plays and Novels, 


1a ſeveral Languages; by which means TI 


have diſcovered many more Thefts'than 


ke. yt _—_ ba 


zetts of more Weight and Importance: 


The Preface. 
( for the Readers Eaſe, as well as my own 
Vindication) cited the particulars of each 
Plagiary, to obviate an Objection of a 
certain Poet, who profeſles he has not 


ftollen half of what [thep accuſed him of. 


. What Reception this Pzece may find in 
the World, I am not very ſollicirous, nor 
greatly concern'd : fince (as the Judicious 


Sr. Robert Howard has obſerv'd *) Things 


© of this Nature, tho? never ſo Excellent,or 


*never fo Mean, have ſeldome prov'dthe 
© Foundation of Men's New-6b«:/t Fortunes, 


or the Ruineof their 0/4. Tam fo far from 
valuing my elf upon 'this Performance, 


that if there be any thing in it worth 
Commendation, the Poexs are at liberty to 
father 'it upon whom they pleaſe, or claim 


it as their own, without my taking any 
offence at it : AndifI can but be fo happy 
as to obtain a Pardon from the more ſolid 


part of Mankind, for having miſ-ſpent my 
Time in theſe Lighter Studies, I promiſe 


for the future, to imploy my ſelf on Sub- 


—_— OO_ 


(*) Pref. to 4 Plays Fol, 


GER. L ANGBAINE. 


Ju % 2 P 
C , » 
-- : - . 
_ - " .- 4 * 
4 33 bf Ts es ae a Fx A 
> LES WP, <0 £78228 f2 
. 


A. 


Robert Armin. 

HB: 
Abraham Baily. 
ine Banckroft. 

ou Banks. 
Barnaby Barnes. 
Robert Baron. 
Lodowick Barrey. 
Francis Beaumont. 
Capt. W1. Bedloe.. 
rs. Aftraa Behn. 
Datridgec. Belchier. 
Richard Bernard. 
R.Boyle E.Orrery. 


Mrs. Fran. Boothby. | 


Samuel Brandon. 
Anthony, Brewer. 
Alexander ATR 
Richard Brome. +. 
fiilk Lord Brook: . 
Henry Burkhead: | 
Henry Burne]. 
© 4 

Laty Eliz Carew. - 
1 homas Carew. 
Loder wick,Carlells. 
Name: Cariifle. 


WW Ale xander 
E. of Sterline. x: 


AuTHORS Names. 


'Rob. Chamberlain. 


Richard ter. 5© 
Jill. Carthwright. 51 


56 


Fill. Chamberlain. 56 


'George Chapman. 
Sr Aſton Gockain. 
Edward Cook. 


[!7042 Cook. 
[:70/7 Corey., 
1 Charles Compn: 


| Abraham Cowley. 
Tohn Crown. 

=9.. 
'F ohn Dancer. 
Samuel Daniel. 


I-Dr. Ch. Davenant 
'Sr.Will. Davenant. 
Robert Davenport. 


\Reobert Dabourn 


x|70bu Day. : 
17 homas ar: Fo 
Sr. Fob Penham. 


John Dover. . 
John Dxyden. 


AThomas Duſfet. ; 
y Thomas Durfey: 


£,, 


” Edw. F.ccleſton. 


|S.(eo. Etheridge. 1 


PF). 


67 


JE 


2 


73 


74 


77 


89 
90 


97 
I OG 
I16 
Io6 


IT6. 


117 
I-15 


T2t. 
L2F, 
129 
I30. 


pu 


F* 
79 


: "% _ ny 
- M 4 4 - rm, A - Fes 
d . % - 2 b IRE” ey t 4. > apt. 8s” i 0827 oj - od ne ie re 
R S ; A - 5 D 4 = 'y *— no Een Ia << omN 
« : : 7 \ « vl $ _ ps - "IR ©, So WL aa VE) "WE og EE os a > LY - I + es Ls. 2 ee Be bet + ela ts Es 
: F <0 . \ . b. , I Os £4 dn z a ens = Af as , COPY BO 3 LE Oe: bes ; - oe ent oo att ae ”— DEE WE, a. PORTS Wa Lakes ns as inet - OE SI OR = AI : - 
# : Fg + 4 - 5 . l 3 . » . , "8, A ad £ SF on. a6 _KYS” 2482 Le ads CR ee ee PE ST Ee ans doe ES tl © Maia, ans. LEDES, $230 WATER 25” 0" 2 * LG W485 Fe» DESvY PN". ? T7 "WEE , 
> 4 ie n -* 4 WS at ar, + i CBT INTE NG. FP, ST RL” of THESE ETIEF DES ae. Sat Pa Wo; 8 - y = : as . 
- A - tht ae T -> Y 6 4 ” 2 as, —_ p 
DL Hs E = e WIG BIRT WS & eg c A - bo” bd * 


8 


ape Heywood. 248 


| The Authors Names. 


DENT [Fames Howel, #57 
Sr. Fr. Fane, Jun. 188] [. 


Sr. Rich.Franſhaw. 190 Thomas Jevorn. 280 


L. Yiſc. Falkland. 197 


Nathaniel Field. 198 
Richard Fleknoe. 199 


bt Fletcher. 


203 


hn Ford: 219 
Thomas Ford. 222 
John Fountain. 223: 


Abraham Fraunce. 222: 
Sr. Ralph Freeman. 226 
Ulpian Fulwel. 227 
George Gaſcoigne. 2.2.8: 
Efenry Glapthorn. 237 
Thomas Gol. 2.33 
Robert Gomerſal. 237 
Franc. Goldſmith. 238 


Alex. Green.” 2.4.1 
Robert Green. 241 


Will. Habington. 243 
Peter Havſtead. 244 
Richard Head. 246. 
Hill. Hemmings. 24.7| 
mn Heywood: 253}. 
T homas Heywood. 256 | 
Barten Hollyday. 270: 


Thomas Ingeland. 280 
Benjamin Johnſon. 289 
Thomas Jordan. _ 396 
William Joyner. 308 


Henry Killegrew. 309 
Thomas Killegrew. 311 
Sr.H/UKillegrew. 314 
Thomas Kirke. 2315 
Ralph Knevert. 


E. 

:Fohn Lacy. T 7 
John T.eanard. RN 
Nathaniel Lee. ' + 320 
Zobt Lilly. | 327 
homes Thdge, \" \i39 


| 7 »omas Lupott: ' ' 334 
ogg 5h fey 
Lew:s Machin, ' 334» 


Fobu Maidwell. "335. 
Dr. Jaſper Main. "336 


Como Manuch: - 238 
Gervaſe Markham, 340 
Chr:/toph. Marloe. 34.2. 
Shaker leyMarmion. 24.5 


Charles Hool. 272 po Marſton. 247. 
£aw. Howard. 2.74 | Fon Maion. 352 
Tames Howard. 275 [P411. Maſſinger. 352 
Sr. Rob. Howard. 27617 homas May, 360 


Ro- 4 


Do +. 
[7 homas Kya." "TEE: 


330 


aa. >\n kk P..cmn. ht} a(t 2 


4* * <P. - FIVE oy £5 a 
Fo VC AO " , ” 4 of: _ SEA _- LES ? Bn . 2 = rs ox 2% OY 2 a Bog EE ” 
LP & PISS 7; ' a Pye. K , a Ts 2 . PO EI oe —_—_ Oe WR” $I Oran Ee Ie os EE RET ONT 
. ; Fs; : : VO IIs ; I REP L — BY Las ': + . Sf ne: DL MN dr es et : 
as y 3 - y , 
\ i 
i 
a« % 


4 
4 


" Robert Mead. 


365 | Thomas Rawling. 424 
- Matith. Medbourn 356| Edward Revet.” 425 
” Thomas Meriton. 367| Nath. Richards. 426 
: The. Middleton” 370| Filliam Rider. 427 
* 7ohn Milton. 375 | Filkam Rowley. ' 428 
- #F ali. Mountague. 377 Sammel Rowley. 430 
- Fill, Mountfort, 378\ Foſeph Rutter. 7b. 
; N. | Thomas Rymer. 433 
' Thomas Nabbes. 379| F. | 
: Thomas Naſh. 382| 7ho.St. Serf.., - 434 
Alex. Nevile. 1b.\ William Sampſon. 435 
: Robert Nevile. 384| George Sandys. ' 436. 
Duke of Newcaltle,385 | Charles Saunders: 438 
* Dutch.Newcaltle. 390} Eſkanah Settle. 439 
Thomas Newton. 394|T ho. Shadwell. 442 
* Thomas Nuce. 395 | Yi. Shakeſpear. 453 
0. | Lewwrs Sharpe. 469 
' Thomas Otway. 293 |Edw. Sharpham.” 4.70 
Me _ 18:Shepheard. * 471 
' John Paligrave. 400] £4. Sherbourn. 472 
. George Peel. 401 | 7 ho. Shipman. 473 
 LaayPembroke. 4o2z| Hen. Shirley. © bid. 
: Mrs. Kath Philips. 4.03 |Zames Shirley. © 4.74 
Sam. Pordage. 406| Sr Charks Sidley. 485 
Fenry Porter. * 7b.|JohuSmith. ' | 488 
T homas Porter. 4.07 |. Smith. Tbid. 
George Powel. 7b. | Tho. Southern. 489 
* Thomas Preſton. 408 | Tho. Stanley. Tbid. 
 Eam Preſtwith. 409| Sir Rob. Stapleton. 491 
| Q. Fohn Stephens. 49x 
' Francis Quarles. 409| #7. Strode. Tbid. 
g R. Fohn Studley. 4-94 
: Thomas Randolph. 411 | Sr Fobn Suckling, 496 
' Eaw.Rayenſcrott. 417| Gilbert Swinhoe. 499 


Na. 


7 
Aathantel Tate. 
John Tateham. 
Robert Taylour. 
Tho. Thomſon. 
Azch. Trott. 
Rich. Tuke. 
Coll. S. Tuke. 
Cyri/ Tutneur. 
Fobn Tutchan. 

FW. 
Lewis Wager. 
Eam. Waller. 
Geo. Wapul. 


"od 


' The Avthors Names. 


1 YU. Wayer. | ) 
5oo| R. Weaver. S508 
502 | John Webliter. 
503 | Fohn Watſon Fils _ 
Thid. ----— Whitaker. giz 
504| Dr. Rob. Wild. 7b. 
Thid.| Leon. Willan, '- 76. 
- $05 | George Wilkins. FL2 
Tbid. | Rob. Wilmot. _ {b1d. 
506 | Fon Willon. m 
] Rob. Wright 
506 | ill. Wytcherley. "7s. 
507hÞ r 
508 | Rob. Yarrington. 516 


—— 


hy — 


—_ i... 


The Names of the Authors in 
the APPENDIX. 


'% eph Harris. 
Wo Sackvile, and 7 þo. Norton. 
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Wilham ALEXANDER, Farl 
of Serine. 


UR Alphabet begins with this wors- 
thy Nobleman, who was a Scot by 
Birth; and liv d in the Time of 

King James the Farit of England, and the 

Sixth of Scotland... All that T am able to ac- 

quaint my Readers with, concerning his pri- 

vate Affairs, or Family, 1s only this ſhort ac- 
count; that he was much in Favour with his 

Sovereign, and Father to the preſent Earl of 
Sterline. pores ot 

The Occaſion of his being mentipn'd in our 

Catalogue, is, from four Monarchick Tragedies, 
(as he,ſtiles them,) which are 1n Print under 
his Name, vis. The Alexandrean Tragedy, 
Craſus, Darins, and Fulius Ceſar. 

Theſe Plays {eem to be writ with great 

5A Judg- 
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2 ' An Atconnt of the 


Tg and (if T-miſtake not) the Author 


as propos'd the Ancients, for his Pattern; 
by bringing in the Chorus between the Adts. 


They are grave, and ſententious, throughout, 


like the Tragedies of Seneca; and yet where 
the ſofter,and more tender Paſſions are touch't, 
they ſeem as moving, as the Plays ſo much 
in vogue with the Ladies of this Age. The 
greateſt objetion that I know againſt them, 
1s the Choice the Author has made of his 
Verſe, which 1s alternate, hike the Qaatrarns 
of the French Poet Pihrach; or Sr. William 
Davenant's Heroick Poem, call'd Gondzbert. 
Thrs meaſure of Verſe has lately been found 
fault with by an Eminent Critick (* ) not- 
withſtanding what Sr. #/7{/[;am (*) has urg'd 
In its Defence. T ſhall not pretend to decide 
the Controverſy, but leave 1t to my Reader, 
to peruſe both their Arguments at leiſure. It 
may poſſibly be objected that his Stile 1s not 
ure, but as the Author has already pleaded 
1s Country, (<) ſo he ought to be excus'd by 
all Engliſh Criticks, having given the pre- 
ference to our Tongue, as exceeding the 
Scotch Dialed,both in Elegance and Perfection. 
Hts Tragedics, are all of them founded on 
Hiſtory, and he has ſo ſtrialy ty'd himſelf to 
it, that even his Fprſodes, (which uſually, are 
the {ole Ixvention of every Author) are found. 
ed on Truth l:kewiſe. 
The Alexandrean Tragedy 1s 2 proof of this ; 
(3) Mr. Kymer*'s Pref, to Rapin's RificRions on Aviftatle's 
Treatiſz of poeity, Preface to Gondihert, (c) Epiſtle ro 
Darius 4" Edits Edingh, 1603: 


for- 


Drematick Poets,  } 


for after the Firſt 4#, which 15 wholly em. 
; ployed by Alexander's Chet (polſibly in imi- 
” ration of Seneca's T hyeſtes -) the reſt of the 
: Play 1s wholly circumſcrib'd by Hiſtory. The 
| The Play 1s built upon the Differences about 
the Succeſſion, that aroſe between Alexander's 
| Captains after his Deceaſe. The Second A7 
begins with the Councel held by Perdiccas, 
eMeleager, and the reſt of the Commanders. 
The Author has chiefly followed 9. Curtis 
. tb, Lo. cap. 6. ey ſeg. and Juſtin ib. 13. Bur 
.. thereare other Authors that have toucht upon 
this Story, as well Annaliſts as Hiſtorians ; 
- which for the Reader's ſatisfattion I ſhall ſer 
down. Such are, Dzodorus Siculus bib. 18. Os 
roſius bib. 3. Pp 21.' Foſephus (ib. 12. cap. 1. 
pies de Bellis Syriacts. -----Saltani Annales 
Ecclefiaftici A. M. 3 720. Num. 30. &c. 7 ornzel. 
A. M. 3730. N. ys. &c. Raleigh's Hull. [b.4. c.3. 
' Hdeylin's Hull. of Greece, Foweh, &c. 
 Craſus, 1s chiefly borrow'd from Herodotus, 
ſee /b. x. ſive Clio. You may conſult likewiſe, 
Fuſtin bib. 1. cap. 7. Plutarch's Lite of Solon, 
ſee beſides Salran. Tornel, A. M. 3510. Inthe 
Fifth AZ there is an Epiſode of Abradates, and 
- Panthaa, which the Author has copied from 
© Xenophon's Cyropaideta, Or the Life and Inſti. 
_ tution of Cyrus, Lb... and the Ingemous 
 Scugery has built upon this Foundation, in 
- that diverting Romance, call'd Grand Cyrus , 
ſee Parts. Book 1. I leaveitto the Readers, 
- which; Romance 1s beſt, the Copy, or the 
-_ Original... | 
: - PDarias, was the firſt Preſent our Author 
— PRES A 2 made 
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A An Account of the 
made the world, at which time he was Lord 
eMenftrie. He printed this Tragedy at Zarm- 
borough, 1n quarto 1603. and dedicated 1t to K. 
Fames VI, by a Copy of three Stanzas. It was 
firſt compos'd in a mixt Diale@ of Enghſh and 
Scoth, and even then, was commended by two 
Copies of Verſes. The Author has ſince pol- 
liſhed and corrected much of his Native Lan- 

uage, andeven the Play 1t felf 1s alter'd, and 
tis now reprinted with the Reſt of his Works. 
For the Plot of this Play, read 2; Crurtins, hb. 
3, 4 and F. and 7aſtn, Bron cap. 5. (%. See 
befides Drodoras 1b. 17. Arrian ac Expeatitione 
Alexandri Ib. 2. Plutarch's Late of Alexander. 
Salian. A. M. 2719. oc. 

Zulius Ceſar 15 founded on Hiſtory, and the 
Reader may find many Authors that give an 
account of his Actons, particularly Plutarch, 
and Suetonins, each of which writ his Lite. 
See beſides Appran de Bellis Cruilibus, bb. x. 
Floras lib. 4.. cap. 2. Sahan. Torniel. &e. 

Befides theſe Plays, he writ ſeveral other 
Poems, of a different Species, v72. Doomſday, 
or the great day of the Lord's Judgment; a 
Poem divided into 'Twelve Books. which the 
Author calls Hours. A Parena/ts to Prince 
Henry, who dving betore it was publiſh'd, he 
caedicared it to Prince Charles, afterwards King 
and Martyr. Jonathan, an Heroick Poem in- 
tended ; but the firſt Book only extant. He 
writ alt thefe Poems 1n the Ortavo Rima of 
T aſſo, or, as te Michael Drayton calls it, (4) A * 
Stanze of Eight Lines ; Six interwoven, ard a 
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b Dr amatick Poets. : 
| _ Couplet in Baſe. T ſhall leave their Excellency 
; to the judgment'of Criticks, who may view 
them at leifure,; his Plays and Poems being all 
: printed together m Folio, under the Title of 
' Recreatios with the Muſes : printed at Lond. 
1637, and dedicated to His Sacred Majeſty K, 
Charles the Firſt, of Bleſſed Memory. 
| This being all the Account I am able to give 
* of our Author and his Works, I mult have 
* recourſe to an old Copy of Verles ſtiled 7 he 
© Cenſureof the Poets, which tho' mean in them- 
ſelves, ſhew the Opinion the unknown Author 
, had of our Poet: Partof which Copy take as 
follows ; 
© & Scotland ſent us hither for our own : 
. That Man whodJe Name [ even would have known 
| Toſtand by mime, that moſt ingenius Anight, 
Ay Alexander ; to whom m his right 
7 want extreamly, yet in ſpeaking thus, 
Z do but ſhew that Love that was 'twixt us, 
Andnot his Numbers,which were brave, high, 
So like his Mind was his Clear Pocſy. 


' T have likewiſe ſeen an Anagram, written 
by One Mr. #7/iam 2am, on our Author's 
Name, which being ſhort I will tranſcribe. 


GULIELMUS ALEXANDER, 


7 I” \ Sm— .- 


ns fd WW 


| LMNagramma. 
I, LARGUS MELLE EXUNDA. 
Tetraſticon. 
Cum t1h1 det Genius, Muſa jngeniumq; Poeſts 
W Floribus e variis Attica me/la leeas ; 


J, largus melle exunda. Mel tag; funde 
Carmi : {ic facias nomine fata jubent. 
A 3 Robert 
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An Acconnt of the 


Robert ARMIN. 


The Author of a Play called The cMaras of 
Floor-clack ; ſtiled in former Catalogues, a Hi- - 
ſtory. Iam able to give no Account eirher of 
the Author, or his Play, having no knowledge 
of either. All that I can ſay, 1s that I have ſeen 
a Book written by one of the ſame Name,called 
A Diſcourſe of El1zabeth Caldwell, who wth 


- 


ſome other accomplices, attempted to poyſon-her 


husband. This Book is in quarto, printed 1n 
London 1604. | 


__ — 
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Abraham BairLy. 


Gentleman of whom I can give no other 
Information, than that he has extant a 


Play called The Spightful Siſter, printed in 40; 


but where or when, I am not able to give an © 
Account; the Title-page, Dedication and Pre- 
tace ( 1t there be any ) being deficient in my 
Copy. But 1t I may be permitted to ſpeak my 
Seritiments of the Play it ſelf, I beheve the 


Author has ſtollen neither his Characters nor 


Language from any other; and I preſume,thoſe 
that have read the CharaQter of My Lord Occas 
1n particular ; /7nfred,and the reſt in general, 
w1ll be of my opinion. 


John BaxcRorr. 


A Gentleman, who 1s the Author of a Tra- 
gedy called Serftorias, ated at the Theatre- 
Royal 


"—— 


Dr amatick Poets. 7 
Royal by their Majeftzes Servants; printed in 


' quarto Lond. 1679. "Tis dedicated to Cap. 
\ Zain Richard Savage; and the Epilogue was writ 
by Mr. Ravenſcroft, The Elder Corneille has 
* writ a Play onthe ſame ſubject, which I have 
- read; but ſhall leave it to the deciſion of bet- 


ter judgments to determine which 1s beſt, 


. Thoſe who would read the foundation of this 
Play may conſult Piatarch's Lite of Sertorins : 


Felleins Paterculus lib. 2. Florus hb. 2.0. 22. (56. 


John Baxxs. 


A Perſon now living, and if T miſtake not, 
a Member of the Honourable Society of /Veqw- 


' {an :; One whole Genius to Poetry led him to 


make ſeveral Attempts on the Stage, with difte- 
rent ſucceſs : but of whom I may fay with ju- 
{hice, that if he be not accounted a Poet of the 
firſt form, yet he bears up with his Contempo- 
raries of the ſecond, His Genus lays wholly 


-_, to. Tragedy; and he has had the Fortune to 


pleaſe rhe fair Sex in the Earl of E/ex, and 


* Aung Bullen. He has five Plays 1n print, of 


which 1n their Alphabetical Order. 
Deſtrutt1on of Troy,” a Tragedy, acted at his 


| Royal Highnels the Dake's Theatre, printed 
; 1n quarto Lond. 1679. and dedicated to the 
- Right Honourable the Lady Xazherime Roos. If 
| this Play fall ſhort of Shatſpear's Troilus and 
© Crefſiag, at leaſt it ſurpaſles Feywood's Tron 
 #ee; and how unkind ſoever the Criticks were 


to it, I believe they have ſeen worle Tragedies 


- on the Stage. Various are the Authors that 
© have toucht on this ſubjeQ, as Zomer, Virgil, 


2 ne __ Orad, 


8 An Account. off the F 
Ov1d,gyc. but none more fully than Dares Phry- 
g7us, and Dietis Creten/is : though Learned © 
Men ſuppole thoſe pieces we have under thew _ 
Names, to be {ſpurious : yet Varalis Comes has 
turned Zares into Latin Verle : and our Coun- 
tryman Lydzate into old Znghſh Meetre. ; 

1/ſland 9ueens, or The Death of Mary Queen of © 
Scotland, a Tragedy : publiſhed only 1n defence 
of the Author and the Play, againit ſome mn11- 
taken Cenſures occaſioned by its being prohi- 
bited the Stage, printed in Quarto Lond. 1684. 
and dedicated to the Tluſtrious Princeſs, Mar 
Dutcheſs of Norfolk. Molt Hiſtorians of thole 
Times have written her Story, as well For- 
relgners, as our own : See Buchanan, Speed, 1n 
the Rejzgn of Q. Z/;zabeth, Camden, Du cheſue, 
Brantome's Memoirs, Cauſin's Holy Court. Nay 
even Writers of Romances have thought her 
Story an ornament to their Work ; witneſs the 
Princeſs Clor:a, where part 2. her Story 1s ſuc- 
cinctly related, and ſhe pourtrayed under the 
tle of Minerva Queen of My/za.. 

Rrval Kings, or T he Loves of Oroondates and 
Statira; a Tragedy in Heroick Verſe, aQed at 
the T heatre-Royal; printed in quarto 1677. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable the Lady 
Katherine Herbert. ThePlay is founded chiefly 
on Caf/andra, a famed Romance in Fol. As to 
what concerns Alexander, I refer you to Cur- 
Zius, and Fuſtin. 

Lertnue betrayed, or Auna Buſlen ; a Tragedy, 
acted at his RoyalHighneſs the Date's Theatre: 
printed 1n quarto Zoxd. 1682, and dedicated to 


the Illuſtrzous Piincels £/zzaberh Dutcheſs of 
| | 08s 
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| Somerſet. The Author has followed a little No- 


vel tranſlated from the French, and called The 
Novels of Z/:zabeth Queen of Eng/and,contain- 
ing the Hiltory of Queen Ann. Bulten. For the 
Story, moſt of our Chronicles relate it : See 


; Speed's Chron. 1n the Reign of Her. VIII. Ld. 


Herbert, Ducheſne, Dr. Farnet's Hilt. Reform. 
Book the 2. gx. 923 A ET 
Unhappy Favourite, or The Earl of Eſſex; a 
Tragedy, a&ted at the 7 heatre-Royal by their 
Majeſties Servants ; printed in quarto Londow 
1682. and dedicated to the moſt High and moſt 
Uluſtrious Princeſs the Lady 4m, Daughter to 
his Royal-Highneſs' ( the preſent Princeſs of 
Denmark, ) Thais Play was a&ted with good 
ſucceſs: The Prologue and Epilogue were 
written by Mr. Dryaen: and the play it ſelf 
founded on a Novel called, The Secret Hiſtory 
of the moſt Renowned Queen E#l:2abeth and 
the Earl of Z#//ex, printed in 120. Lond. 1680. 
For the true Story, ſee Cambden's Elizabeth, 
Speed, Ducheſne, Stow, Baker, (Fc. in the Reign 
of Queen E#/:zabeth. There have been two 
french Plays, one by Monſieur Cafpraneat ; the 
other by the Younger CorneiHe ; which Þ have 
read, and am of opinion, that the Zzglrfh play 
15 not ſhort of the French, notwithſtanding the 


a>"... 6 | . a) "I O 
high commendations g1ven 1t by the eMercary 


Gallant, Fanuary 1687; 


Barnaby BARNES. 


This Perſon lived in the Reign of K. James 
the Firſt : and writ a Play called Zhe Zaqs's 
Clare 
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'I0 An Account of the 
Charter, a Tragedy, containing the Life and 


Death of Pope Alexander the VI. PAYS before 
the King's Majeſty, upon Candlemas Night, 
by his Majeſty's Servants ; printed in quarto 
Lond. 1607. and dedicated to the Honourable 
and his very dear Friends, Sir . Herbert, and 


Sir F. Pope Knights, Aflociates 1n the Noble 


Order of the Zath. 

This Tragedy ſeems to be written in 1mita- 
tion of Shakſpear's old Play of Pericles Prince of 
Tyre : for as Shakſpear raiſes Gower, an old 
£#ngliſh-Bard, for his Interlocutor or Introdu- 
Qtor,in that Play ; fo this Author revives Cuc- 
crarame tor the ſame deſign. This was the com- 
mon practice of the Poets of the laſt Age, as 
Shakſpear, Heyword, gyc. at which time they 
frequently introduced dumb Shews, which took 
much with the SpeCtators of thoſe times. 

"Tis evident the Author followed Gnzcc:ar- 
dine, who has largly treated of this Pope, in 
his Hiſtory of the Wars of 7zahy; ſec the firſt 
{1x Books. Other Authors have hkewiſc treat- 
ed of him, as Du Prean; Hit .de Þ Eſtat oy ſuc- 
ces de PEghſe,tom.2. p.293. & ſeq. Yollateranus, 
tt. 22. {ub fine, FT, ch de Geftis Pontificum 
Romanorum, (Fc. 

This Author has extant beſides, four Books 
of. Offices about Princes, how they ought to be 
adm1iniitred, printed fol. Zong. 1606. 


Robert BaRoN, E/q; 


This Author was a young Gentleman, bred 
firſt at Cambridge, and afterwards brought up 


1n the worthy Society of Grays-7ny: During h1s 


abode there, he writ a Romance called The Cy» 
| priat 


pt Drawzatick Poets. Ii 
' prian Academy, printed oftavo Zoxd. 1647. He 


dedicated 1t to the famous Traveller Mr. James 
Howel, in particular, and tb the Ladyes and 
Gentlewomen of Zxgland, in general. In his 
Romance, are included two Dramaticks, which 
Mr. A:rkman has inſerted in his Catalogue, 
tho' they are not entire Tracts of themſelves, 
nor of any ſignal Eminence ; but ſince. they 
have . been mention'd an former Catalogues, I 
ſhall not onut them. - 

Deorum Dona, a Maſque ,preſented before 
Flaminias and Clorinaa, King and/Queen of Cy- 
Prus, at their Regal Palace 1n Azco/ia. Part of 
this piece is borrow'd from Mr. #aller's Poem 
to the King on his Navy. | 

Gripus and Hegio, or The Paſſunate Lovers; 
a Paſtoral, ated by the Lady Z4/20's: Servants, 
for the Entertainment of Flamimus. This Play 
conliſts but, of - three Acts, and, is borrow 'd 
very much from #al/ter's Poems, and Feb/ter's 
Dutcheſs of Maify ; which 1s excuſable only on 
the account of the Amthor's Youth, he being 
but 17 Years of age,when he compos'd that Ro- 
mance, which was the reaſon that 1t was ſo 
highly commended by. twelve Copies of Verſes 
writ by his Friends,and printed with his Book: 

Mirza, a Tragedy, really ated 1n Per/a, in 
the laſt Age : Illuſtrated with Hiſtorical Anno- 
rations, printed oftavo £oxd.----- and dedicated 
to his Majeſty, by a Copy of Verſes. This Play 
15 much beyond either of the former, and has 
the repute of a good Play, It 1s commended by 
five Copies of Verſes, written by the Author's 
Cambridge-Friends. On thus yery SubjeR, he 
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12 ln Account of the 
famous Denham, had before writ a Play catled 
The Sophy, *Tho' our Author (*) had finithed 
© three compleat Atts of thisTragedy,betore he 
{aw that ; nor was he then diſcouraged, ſeeing 
(the moſtIngentous Author of that,has made his 
©ſeem quite Another Story from this. Mr. Zaron 
has follow'd not only the Honourable Sr. 7 ho- 
9s Herbert's printed Account in his Travels, 
but likewiſe made uſe of a Manuſcript Letter, 
which Sr. Dodamore Cotton, (Embaſlador to Ab- 
bas King of Per/ia, from King Charles the Firſt 
1n the Year 1626. ) ſent to a Friend of his 1n 
Cambridge, according to which Letter, he pro- 
lecuted the Story throughour. | 

The Author ſeems to have propos'd for his 
pattern the famous Cazz/me, writ by Ben. John- 
ſon - and has 1n-ſeveral places not only hat the 
model of his Scenes': but-even 1mitated the 
Language tolerably, for a young Writer. Who- 
ever pleaſes to compare 'the Ghoſt of Emir- 
hamze-mirza, with that of Sczl/a, may eaſily 
lee his Imitation, but that being too long to 
tranſcribe, I ſhall ſet down the firit words 
of Catilne, in that admirable Play ; and after. 
wards thoſe of Abbas, and then ſubmit my op1- 
110n to my Reader's judgment. 

= Catiline, AC firlt; 

1t 1s decreed: Nor (hall thy fate, O Rome 

Reſift my Pow. Though hills were ſet on hills, 

And ſeas met ſeas,to guard thee ;, 1 would thro: 

7 Il plough up Rocks, /teep as the Alpes,zn duſl : 

And lave the Tyrhene waters into clouds; . + 

But 1 wouldreach thy head, thy head,proudCity. 


ys 


i 


3) Epiſtle ro rhe Reader, 


Alirza, 
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2.4": . eAMorad, AG nr. 
The vow 1s made, nor ſhall thy flattering Fate, 
O Mirza, contraai& it ; though thy T roops 
Stood like a wall about thee, nay tho Jove 
Preſs all the gods to guard thee, and ſhould arnz 
Them every one with thunder, { would threugh: 
[II tear the groundſells of thy Towers up; 
Aud make their noddmg Spires kiſs the centre, 
But 1 will reach thy heart, thy heart, proud 
[ Vitor. 
This 1s the firſt Author taken notice of, ei- 
ther by Mr. Philips (*) 1n his Thearrum Poe- 
tarum, or his Tranſcriber Mr. Ynſtanley, in 
his £tves of the Engliſh Poets : (*) and though 
neither of them give any other Account of our 
Author, but what they colleQed from my for- 
mer Catalogue printed ;1680, yet through a 
miſtake in the method of that Catalogue, they 
have aſcrib'd many Aonymores Plays to the fore- | 
going Writers, which belonged not to them : 
and thus have committed miſtakes 1n almoſt 
all the Dramatick Writers they have handled. 
Ta give an Inſtance in this Author : they both 
aſcribe to him Don 9uzrote, or The Knight of 
the ill-fauoured Countenance, a Comedy ; I know 
not whence they had their Intelligence : but 
1 never heard or read any ſuch Play, nor do I 
beheve there 1s any other Book which bears 
that title, except the fam'd Romance, written 
by the admirable Pen of that famous Spaniſh 
Author, Miguel de Cervantes. They have like- 
* wiſe aſcribed ſeveral other Dramartick Pieces 
to-this Authar, which I dare be confident, are 
_  (Þ) page 10-4 (c) page 11g, | = 


14. An Account of the 
not of his Writing ; as Deck Scorner, Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem; Marriage of Wit and Science, 
eMaſques, and Tuteriudes ; and have omitted 


two other Pieces written by him. viz. Poems, 


oftavo,' and a Book intituled, 4 Apology for 
Paris. Neither do I believe Mr. Phillips's Ac- 


count, that any of his Pieces appear'd on the 


St2ge. Tfſhall conclude all with the following 
Anagram, written by his Friend Mr. John 
Owaries, ſometimes of St. Peter's College in 
C. amb idge. _ | 


CROBERTUS BARONUS. 7. 
Ana-SpapuS AB ORBE NOTUS, $8'am 


Rarus, haud cuiguam peperit Natura ſecundum, 
Notus es, & ſcriptts (Baron) ab orbe tws. 


Lodowick BaRREv. 


An Anthor that liv'd 1n the middle of the 
Reign of King James the Firſt: who writ 
a Play call'd Ram-Aley, or Merry Tricks, a 
Comedy, divers times heretofore Aﬀed: by 
the Children of the Kings Revels; and printed 
11 quarto, Zond. 1611. The Plot of 71! Small 


* ſhant's decoying the Widow 7 affeta into Mar- 


r12ge, 1s borrow d (as I ſ{uppole) from the ſame 
Auihor, from whence Ariman took the Story 
which 1s to be found in the Znghſh Rogue, Part 
the IV, Chap. 19. and 1s an Incident in other 


Plays beſides this ; particularly in KiHegrew's 
Parjon's Weaaing. 


Francis BEAUMONT. See Fletcher. 


Dyamatick Poets. oh, * 
Captain William BzDLos. 


A Perſon fo remarkable in this Nation not 
many years ſince, on the Account of the Popiſh 
Plot ; that few are 1gnorant of his part of the 
diſcovery. I ſhall not Frome here, to give 
you an account of his Lite, but refer you to 
that which was written by an Unknown Hand, 
intituled, 7 he Life and Death of Captain Willt- 
am Bede, printed in oQtavo, Lond. 1681. 

The Reaſon why we mention him in our 
Catalogue 1s, on account of a Play writ by 
him, called, The Excommunicated Prince : or, 
The falſe Relick - a Tragedy Adted, by his Ho- 


| lineſs's Servants : being 7he Pop:ſh Pht, in a 

Play, printed in folio, Lond. 1679. Dedicated 
to his Grace the Duke of Pucking ham. I muſt 
| confeſs, I was very deſirous to read this Piece 
. for the ſake of the Title-page, and came to it 
- with great expectations; but found them al- 

| together fruſtrated, and only a Story which I 
| had formerly read in Dr. Heyiin's Geography, 
deſcribed in 1t. But afterwards when his Lafe 
came out, ] was ſatisfhed with the Account the 
\ Publiſher gave of 1t: which for the Readers 
> Information, and the Juſtification of the De- 
ceaſed, I ſhall quote word for word. 

(+) fIn the next place, I deſire leave to 
| ©ſpeak ſomething of his Dramatzick Poem, call'd 
 *The Encommunicated Prince, or, The Falſe 

' * Rehick. As to the worth of the Play, I do own 
my 1elf ſo unskilful in Poetry, that I will 
. * not _raſhly pretend to give my opinion of it. 
| (4) See his Lite, pag. 119 T Oe EAT es, 


mt 


But 


— ea EATS 


120 An Account of the 
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< But that which I know, let me aſſert an its 
© yindication, 4/2. That it was both began and 
*fnifht 1n the ſpace of two Months, which 
every one muſt needs acknowledge was but a 
© yery ſhort time, conſidering the great buſt- 
©nefs. that then more earneſtly 1mploy'd his 
© thoughts,which mult neceſlarily be a weighty 
clog to the ableſt Muſe. Whereas ſome of 
©the chieteſt Poets of this Age have thought 1t 
© no diſparagement to confeſs, that a corre& 
«Play to' be perfeted, will require at leaſt 
twelve Months time. And I remember in 
© {ome Prologue,T think in that to the Y77tnoſo, 
*I have read this Diſtick to the ſame purpole. 
A Play, like Ground, muſt a Year Fallow lye, 
fre it can ripen to good Comeay. 
©'This confider'd, ( and it being the firſt 
<FEilay. he ever finiſh'd of this Nature) what 
«few multakes are found in his Play, may be 
© eafily excus'd. But beſides 1ts real faults, the 
errors of the Preſs, and what 1t ſuffers thro' 
£ the - prejudice and malice of the Author's 
© Adverſaries, I do not atall wonder if even 
© the moſt 1mpartial Reader too, ſhould look 
*{cverely on 1t, ſeeing he 1s promis'd in the 
© Title-page, what he can never find in the 
© Book. It would fain cozen him to believe 
© that he ſhall meet with the Popiſh Plot re- 


greſented in that Play, though I have heard # 


* Mr. Bedlee often fay he never intended any 


*{ach thing. "The Hiſtory he deſigned, may, 
© as Il amantorm(d, be read '1n ſeveral Authen- * 
©rick Authors ; but in Feylm's Geography 1 re- 7 
* member I met with it my ſelf; So may any bY 
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* e that will peruſe his Hiſtory of Georgia. Mr. 
-* « Bedhoe well knew it was againſt his Intereſt 
* ſo for to ridicule the Plot, as to compoſe a 
"2 cPlay of it; and he had..more-judgment in 
Poetry, than to imagine that ſuch a new 
*cthing would pleaſe in Tragedy: And leaſtany 
2 cone ſhould ſuſpeCt that his deſign did in the 
? c leaſt incline that way, he writ an Epiſtle to 
*caflure his Reader of the contrary. Which 
-<the Stationer, (ſuppoling under that pretence 
cthe Play would vend much better) thought 
4 1t his intereſt to ſtifle, and added theſe words 
®c to the Title-page (Being the Popiſh Phot in 


z 


"Fee Play) without the Author's conſent or 


«knowledge. 
Mrs. Aſtrea (BEHN. 


' A Perſon lately deceaſed, but whoſe Memory 
vill be long freſh amongſt the Lovers of -Dra- 
matick Poetry, as having been ſufficiently 

- Eminent not only for her Theatrical Perfor- 
*mances, but ſeveral other Pieces both in Verſe 
and Proſe; which gain'd:her an Eſteemamong 
*he Wits,almoſt equal to that of the incompara- 
, þle Ormaa,Madam Katharme Phillips (of whom 
, "we ſhall ſpeak hereafter). Her Plays are S1x- 

{teen in number, having therein exceeded any 
Þf the Poets of this Age, Sr. iNhiam Davenant, 
and Mr. Drpden, excepted. Molt of her Come- 
Ties have had the good fortune to pleaſe : and 
'*'tho' it muſt be conteſt that ſhe has borrow'd 
"very much, not only from: her own Country 
_ Men, but likewiſe from. the- French Poets: 
yet 1t may be ſaid in her behalf, that ſhe has 
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"18--- An Account of the 


often been forc'd to it. through haſt: and has 
borrow'd from others Stores, rather of Choice 
than for want of a fond of Wit of her own: 


it having been formerly her unhappineſs to be % 
neceſjitated to write for Bread, as ſhe has pub- 'Y 


iifht to the world. (©) ”Tis allo to her Com- 


mendation, that whatever ſhe borrows ſhe im- _; 
| pa for the better : a Plea\which our late ©; 


2ureat has not been aſham'd to make ule of. 


(t) If to this, her Sex may plead 1n her behalf, : 


T daubt not but ſhe will be allowed equal with 
ſeveral of our Poets her Contemporaries. I 
ſhall now give an Account of her Plays in an 
Alphabetical Order, as follows : v2. 


Abdelazer, or The Moor's Revenge; a Tra- 


gedy Acted at his Royal Highneſs the Dukes 
"Theatre, printedgn quarto, Loud. 1671. This 
Play 1s originally an old Play of Marles, call'd 
£uſts Dominion, or the Laſcivions ©ucen, a 
Tragedy written above Forty years ago, tho' 


printed in oftavo, Lond. 1661. She has much - 


1mprov'd it throughout. 

Amorons Prince, or The Curious Fusband, 
a Comedy Acted at his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of York's Theatre, printed 1n :quarto, 


Lond. 1671: The Plot of Autonro, the curious |. 
Husband's trying his Wives Chaſtity by his * 
Friend: Alberto's means, 1s founded ou a Novel _ 
in the Romance of Don-Qauzxot, call'd The Cu- Þ 


r10us Tmpertment : See Part 4. Ch.. 6, 7, 8. 


. The (City Night-Cap is founded. on the ſame % 
Story, tho' Mrs. Behu has much out-done that | * 


(c) Pref, & Sir Patiqns Fanc)e (f) Pref, = Mock Aftrologers 
| | Play 
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o Dramatick Poets. 
- Play, and improv'd the Novel it ſelf. 


; 
> | City-Heireſs, or Sr. Timothy 
: 


9. 


> Comedy Adcted at his Royal Highneſs his 
7 Theatre, printed 1n quarto, CZoud. 1682. and 
# Dedicated to the; Right Honourable Henry 


437 
- * Earl of Arundel, and Lord Mowbray. This 

” Play had the 5 207; | recerv'd in th 
- + Play had the luck to be well recety d 1n the 
3 Town: yet I cannot but take notice that moſt 
* of the CharaQters are borrow d; as thoſe of Sr 
* Timothy Treat-all and his Nephew, from Sr 
2: Bounteons Progreſs, and Folly-wit, 1n eMiadle- 


” ton's Mad World my Maſters : and thoſe of S:r 
- Authony Merrywell,and his Nephew Sr.Charles, 
* from Durazzoand CaldlSo, in Maſſenger's Guar- 
4 aan. Part of the Language in each Play 1s 
:S "4 likewiſe tranſcrib'd. As for the Plot of Sir 
's * Timothy's endeavouring to ſupplant his Ne- 
* phew of his Miſtrifs, 'tis the ſame Deſign with 
a * other Plays, as Ram-Al/ey, and Trick 7 Catch 


Treat-All, a \ 


0 ® the Ol One. 


Oy" C7 
& 

-, Wo 
x, 

EN 


% 


- 


Dutch Lover, a Comedy Aged at the Duke's 


2 Theatre, printed in quarto, Zond. 1673. The 
+ Plot of this Play 1s founded on a Spaniſh Ro- 
* mance, written by the INgentous Don Fran- 


" ciſco de las Coveras Tiled 


on Feniſe, ſee the 


+: Stories of Eufemie, and Theodore, Don Jame, 
#4 and Frederick. hn 


Emperor of the Moon, a Farce, Adted by 


\# Their Majeſty's Servants, at the_ Queens. 
'F Theatre, printed in 
"2 Dedicated to the Lord N | fer 
> This Farce was originally /tahan, and Atted 
-* in France Eighty odd . times ' without inter- 
7 miſſion, under. the Title of Harlequin TEm- 
| peremny 


quarto, Lond. 1687. and 
Marquels of Jorcefter. 


B 2 


, 


$0 - An Acconnt of the 
pereur dutis I: Monde de Ia Lane + but much al- 
ter'd, and adapted to our Engliſh Theatre. , 
 Forc'd Marriage, or T he Jealous Bridegroom, 
2 Tragi-Comedy ; Adted at his DOPE the * 
Duke of 7ork's Theatre, and printed 1n quarto, 
Lond.1671. This, if I miſtake not, was the r{t 
Play that our Authreſs brought on the Stage. 

Falſe Count, or A New Way to play an Ola 
Game, 2 Comedy Acted at the Duke's Theatre, 
and printed 11 quarto, Lond. 1682. | The Hint 
of /ſabella being deceiv'd o Guillaume the 
Chimney-ſ{weeper, 1s borrow'd from Mo/frere's 
Les Precieuſes Ridicu(ge. 

Fea 'd Conrtezans, or a Nights Intrigue, a 
Comedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, printed 
In quarto, Lond. 1679. and Dedicated to Mrs. 
Zen Guin. This Comedy I take to be One of 
the beſt ſhe has written. 

Lnckey Chance, or an Alderman's Bargain ; a 
Comedy acted by Their Majeſties Servants, 
ped 49, Lond. 1687. and Dedicated to the Re 
Hon ®!* Laurence 1.4 Hyde, E.of Rocheſter. Tho' 
Jome Criticks decry'd this Play, yet whoever 
will conſult the Author's Preface, will find the 
Objettions Tully anſwer'd: however I muſt 
obſerve that the Incident of Gaymarn's enjoy- 
ing the Lady Fu/banck, and taking her for.the 
Dey1l, 1s copied from Mr. Alexander Rickſhaw 
and the Lady fret, in the Lady of Pleaſure. 
Rover, or The Bamiſfht Caualeers, in Two 
prey, both of them Comedies, Aged at the 

uke's Theatre, and printed in quarto, Loud. 
1677, and 1687. the Second Part bez; g Dedi- 
cated to his Royal Highneſs the Duke, Theſe 
« QIC 


Dramatick Poets. 2L 


are-the only Comedies, for the Theft of which, 
2 T condemn this ingemous Authorels ; they be- 
® ing ſo excellent in their Original, that tis pity 
2 they ſhould have been alrerd: and notwith- 
2 ſanding her Apology in the Poſtſcript tothe 
'# firſt part; I cannot acquit her of prevarica- 
7 tion, ſince Angelica is not the only flol'n Objecr, 
© as ſhe calls it: ſhe having borrow'd Kargely 
* throughout. The truth 1s,: the better to d11- 
© guiſe her Thefr, ſhe has (as the ingenious 
= Scarron obſerves of the Writers of Romances,) 
2(s) Flea'd the Ecl by beginning at the Tail; yet 
*notwithſtanding,what ſhe has onutted of worth 
*Z1n her firſt part, ſhe has taken into the ſecond; 
Rand therefore could not jultly call thefe Plays 
*her own. 
' Round heads, or The good Old Canſe, a Co- 
:medy acted at the Duke's Theatre, printed an 
*quarto, Lond. 1682. and Dedicated to the Moſt 
:Uluſtrious Prince, Henry Fitz-Roy, Duke of 
Crafton. A great part of the Language of this 


'ZPlay, 1s borrow'd from Tateham's Rump, or a 
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Mirror of the Times, but yetſhe has a better Ti- 
.=tle to this Play, than the former, having much 
-amprov'd the Humor of the Round-heads. 

* &r. Patient Fancy, a Comedy Aded at the 
Duke's Theatre ; printed 1n quarto, Loxd.1678. 
zThe Hint of Sr. Parzent Fancy, is borrow'd 
rom a French Play called Le Malade imag:- 
_arre : and the Characters of Sr. Credulous Eaſy, 
Fand his Groom Curry, are ſtol'n from Sr. Am- - 
"*philus the Corniſh Knight, and his Man Tre- 
*+baſcoin Brome”s Play called The Damoſeille. 
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' Town Fop, or Sr, Timothy Ti _— a Co- 


medy, acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke's 
Theatre, printed in quarto, Lond. 1677. The 
foundation of this Play, is a Comedy writ by 


George Wilkins, call'd T he Miſeries of inforc d 
Marriage ; from which not only the Plot, but 
a great part of the Language 1s {tol'n. | 
Widow Ranter, or The Hiſtory of Bacon tt 
Pirginia, a Tragi-Comedy acted by Their Ma- 
jeſties Servants, printed 1n vpn Lond. 1690. 
and dedicated to the Much Honored Madam 
Held by G.F. a Friend to the Authreſs, by 
whom this Play was publiſht after her Deceale. 
I refer the Reader to this Epiltle for the Plays 
Juſtification :' only T cannot but obſerve, «that 
the Prologue was written Ten years fince,and 
publiſht}before Mr. Shadwell's True Widow : 
and if I miſtake not the Epilogue 1s Old like- 
wiſe, For the Story of Bacon I know no Hiſtory 
That relates 1t, but his Cataſtrophe 1s founded 
on the known ſtory of Cafſus, who periſhed 
by the Hand of his ſreed-Man Dandorns, be- 
Heving his Friend Prutus bs pag 


" Tozmg' himg, or The Miſtake, a Tragi-Co- 
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medy aQtcd at the Duke's Theatre, JEAND In | 


quarto, Zond. 1683. and dedicate 


ualippa, Part YIIL. 


Belides theſe Plays this Ingenious Woman «. 
has -ubliſhr ſevera] other "Works, ' both in ©] 
Ver | . 8 
Verle and Proſe, As a Colletion of -Poems 

| on in * 


to ſome ©. 
Gentleman her particular Friend, under the ® 
Name of Phzlaizer. The Defign of this Play þ 
1s borrow'd irom Monſieur Ca/pranede's Cleo- ©: 
paira,-lee the Hiltory of Alcamenes and Me- * 
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Dramatick Poets. 23 
in o&avo, Lond. 1684. and a Collechon of ſe- 
veral Others in oftavo, Lond. 1685. Another 
Volume in oQavo, Lond. 1688. amonglt all 


which are many of her own Compoſures. Her 
ſeveral Verſions from the French are com- 


mended by thoſe who think themlelves Judges 


of Wit; amongſt which the chiefelt are, 
Poyage to the Ifland of Love ; Lyciaas, or The 
Lover in Faſhion ; and T hegf.over's W, atch.Thele 
Pieces in the Original may be iound in the 
ſecond and third Tomes of LeRecener/ desPreces 


Ga/lpntes, en Proſe fy en Vers, 89 Paris 1684. 


'2 Thoſe who will take the pains to- compare 

& them, will find the Engliſh rather Paraphrales, 

#Z than juſt Tranſlations : but which ſufhciently 

2 ſhew the Fancy and excellent Abilities of our 
* Authrelſs. 


She has written other Pieces in proſe,which 
have Had the fortune to pleaſe, as The Love 


'- Letters between a Nobleman and his Siſter, 1n 


Three Volumes, oftavo Loud. 1684. gc. Three 
Hiſtories, printed 1n oftavo, Lond. 1588. v2. 
Oroonoko, or T he Royal Slave. T he fair Filt, or 


2 -Tarquin and Miranda. Aznes de. Caſtro, or The 
* Force of Generous Love. 


ſmall Novels under her Name, v2. Hiſtory of 


There are two other 


the Nun, or The fair Yow-breaker, 129 London 
I689. 'The Lucky Miftake, 129 Lond. 1689, 
What Opinion the Wits of the Age had: of 
her, may appear from ſeveral Copies of Verſes 
written before her Tranſlation of Monficur 


Bonnecorſe's La Montre,or The Watch: amongſt 


whom Mr.. Charles Cotton, who was no. con- 
temptible Poet, gives her the following Cha- 
Tater, B 4 Some 


\ 


24 An Account of the 


Of Buskin, and of Sock, you know the Pace ; 
And tread in both with equal Skill and Grace. 
But when you write of Love, Altrea then fl 
Love aips his Arrows, where you wet your Pen, 
Such charming Lines aid never Paper grace; 
Soft as your Sex ; and ſmooth as Beauty $ Face. 


4:0 | ; 
Dawbridge-court BELCHIER. |! 


An Engliſh-man, who liv'd in the Reign of % 
King Zames the Firſt, but one, who wys an In- 7 
habitant of.the Town of Urrezch? 1n the Low 
Countries ; at the time of his writing an In- 
terlude, called ZZans Beer-por, his invilible Co- 
medy of See me, and ſee me not; ated by an _ 
honeſt Company of 'Health-Drinkers, printed | » 
1n quarto, Z0xud.1618. and dedicated to the Ho- 
nourable Sr. 70hn Ogle, Colonel of our Engliſh 
Regiment of Foot,under the Lords, the Eſtates 
General of the United Provinces, and Lord 
Governor of the Town and Garifon of Utrezcht. 
This Piece (®) 1s neither Comedy nor Tra- * 
©oedy, as wanting Firſt the juſt number of 

«£ Speakers; Secondly, thoſe Parts or Ads it 

{ſhould have, which ſhould be at the leaſt Five; 

« but a plain Conference of {o many Perſons, 

« conſiſting of 'Three As, and no more. 


Richard BrRNarD. 


This Perſon flouriſh'd at Epworth in- Lin- 
coln-ſhire, 1n the time of Queen Z#/izaberb, and 


* *(h) See Epiſtle Dedicarory, 


WAS 


"I 
» 
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© © was (as I ſuppoſe) the firſt Tranſlator of 7e- 


0 
* 
+ 

- ws 


—- ; ED ao. . | 
> \'@ rence's Comedies entire : which tho npt 1o well 
* tranſlated into Engliſh, as into French, by the 
7 famous Abbot de Yillcloin,Monlieur deMarokes, 
7 or by Monſieur de Martignac ; yet certainly-1t 
"2 ; ime 3 | liv'd 
7, © is paſſable for the time in which he Lv d. Be- 
2 ſides the bare Tranſlation of the whole Six 


F $4.8 


,, * Comedies, vis. Andrea, Adelphi, (xc. he has 
© taken notice in each Scene of the molt remark- 
* able forms of Speech, Theſes, and moral Sen- 
Þ tences, in imitation pollibly of an old French 
® Tranſlation, printed at Parzs 1n octavo, 1y74- 
3 This Veggſion 13 printed with the Latine, 42. 
7 "RZCambridee 1598. and dedicated to Mr. Chri/t0- 
 RUpher Pray, Son and Heir to Sr. Y7lhiam Hay, 
-  *and his Brothers. Having given this ſhort ac- 
I count of the Tranſlator and his Work, give 
| me leave to ſpeak ſomewhat of the Author, 
. 7 Publius Terentius, was a Native of Carthage; 
| but being taken Priſoner, when he was very 
; "Zyoung he was ſent to Rome, He was brought 


| 'Zupan Literature, and all good Education, . by 


his Patron 7 erentins Seneca, and afterwards 
':freed by him, on account of his Wit, and good 
*Meen. He luckily found the beſt way of wri- 
ting Comedy, and he left ſome Pieces in that 
kind, that few Perſons have been able to im1- 
-Frate. He was 1n great Eſteem, not only with 

_ "the People in general, by reaſon of his Dra- 
Fmatick Performances ; but particularly beloy'd 
and cheriſhd by Men of the beſt Quality, as 
_ * Publius Scipio, Lalius, and others. His purity 
> of Stile, was ſo confpicuons, that his Adyer- 
#laries endeayour'd to perſwade the Feoge, 
Ws. that 


26 An Account of the | 
that he was aſſiſted in his Plays by great Men, 
which he handſomely takes notice of, 1n his 7 
Prologue to the Ade/ph. ; 
Nam quod ill dicunt malevoli, homines nobiles 
Enm adjutare, aſſidueque una ſcribere ; 
Ouodilli maledietum vehemens eſſe exiſtimant, 7 
Eam laude hic ducit maxum4a ; cum ths placet, * 
Anz vobis univerſts, oy populo placent ; 
Quorum opera in bello, in otio, in negorto, 9 
Sto guiſgue tempore uſus eff ſme ſuperbia. $i 
The Plots of theſe Comedies he borrow d _ 
i irom the Greeks, the Four firſt from the Co- '! 
'' medies of Menanader ; and the Two laſt from 
 Apollodorns. He was beholding to Menander © 
likewiſe, for ſome other Comedies, which in 
his Return from Greece, by Sea, were loſt with 
himſelf: in the Year of Rowe, 595, and the ſe- - 
cond year of the 155** Olympiad. Some ſay :_ 
| that he Diced in Arcadia ; but the former Ac- © * 
count 1s confirm'd by Yolcatius, in the follow- : 
ing Verles. 2 
Sed ut Afer ſex populo edidit Comadias, 
[ter himc in Aſiam fecit : navim cum ſemel 
Conſcendit, viſus nungquam eſt, /ic vita vacat. 
Conſult further Crinitas de Poetis Latinis. © 
Scaliger mm Poetic. Lilius Gyraldus Hilt. Poet. © 
; Yoffius de Poetts Latinis, &c. 


Ars. Frances Bootusy, 

The Authreſs of. a Play called Marcelia, or 7 
The Treacherous Friend, a Tragi-Comedy a&ted 
at the Theatre-Royal, by His Majeſties Ser- 
vants, printed.in quarto, Lond. 1670. and dedi- | 7 
cated to the Honourable, and moſt Accompliſht * 
' Lady ii 
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1 I ady Tate, of Harvington in Worcefter-ſhire : 


2 towhom ſhe was related. 
Roger BorLEe, Earl of Orrery. 
* Aniriſh Nobleman, whoſe Abilities in Arts 
2 and Arms, have render'd him better known to 
2 this Nation, than any Character I'can give* 
”” him, ſo that IT may juſtly ſay of ham with Ma- 
= dam Phillps; (') Ad, rn ts 

” Of him I cannot which is haracft tell, 
d Or not topraiſe him, or to praiſe h1m awell. 
- '/} HoweverT muſt obſerve, that he 1s not only 
'® a Poet himſelf, bnt a Patron of Poets likew1fe, 
'# as Mr. Dryden, and Mr. Crows mult acknow- 
l 2} ledge: ſo that methinks his Lordſhip's 'Repu- 
nh 2 ration,joyn'd with the Earl wal ghee ok 
-- ©? beſifficient to attone for ther Country's Cha- 
7 Tater in point of Wit. He has publiſht Four 
27 Plays in Heroick Verſe; wherein not only the 
'- 27 true Engliſh Courage 1s delineated'tq the Life: 

7 bur likewiſe the very Infidels and Barbarians, 
7 are taught by his Pen, not only Humanity, but 
*® the Higheſt Morality and Virtue. But his Wit 
W 3s as or above my Abilities to deſcribe, as to 
* 1mitare ; and therefore 1 ſhall haſten to give an 


5, 
t # Account of his Plays, 022. 

= BPlackPrace,a Tragedy,actted at the"Theatre 
2} Royal, printed at Zong. folio, 1672. Tho' this 
7 Play in the Title-page be call'd a Trageap, yer 
FF 2t ends fuccelsfully : and therefore I preſume 
*3 was ratherſtiled ſo by the Author, from the 
' Quality and Grandeur of the Perſons in the 
| Dramma, than from any unfortunate Caraſtro« 
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28 An Account of the 


phe. For the foundation of this Play, as far 
as 1t concerns Hiſtory conſult War” cove Ft- 
fioria Anghe. Florentii Monach. 


Croniques de France, (yp d Angleterre. Du 
Cheſue, Speed, and other Engliſh Hiitorians 1n 
-the Reign of Zdward the Third. | 
Tryphon, a Tragedy ated by his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of Nork's Servants, and printed 
in folio, Lond. 1672. Of this Uſurper you have 
an account in Haccabees tb. 1. See belides F0- 
Jephas hb. 13. Appian de Bellis Syriacts &C. 
Theſe two Plays are printed together. _ 
Henry the Fifth, a Hiſtory, adted at his High- 
neſs the Duke of 7ort's Theatre, printed .in 
folio, Lond. 1677. For the Plot ſee the Chro- 
nicles of England in the Reign of that King 
luch as #Yal/mngham, Polydore Pergil, FHolling- 
ſhead, Speed, &c. and the French Chronicles in 
the. Reign of King Charles the Sixth, as Les 
Chrongues d' Enguerrand de Monſtrelet. Jean 


Fuvenal des Ur/ms, L' Hiſtoire de Charles YT. 


£. ae Belleforeſt, L'Fiftozre de neuf Boys 
Charles de FM Fane GC. es 
Muſtapha Son of Solyman the Magnificent, a 
Tragedy, afted at the Dukes'Theatre, printed 
in folio, Lond. 1677. See Paulus Fovins lib. 40. 
7 huanas lib. 12. Tho. Artus la Continuation de 
PFHiftoire des Turcs. Knolles's Turkiſh Hiſtory. 
Beſides theſe Plays, there 1s a Comedy lately 
publiſhr, tho' writ as I ſuppoſe ſome years ago, 
under the Title of * 
Mr. Anthony, a Comedy ated by Their Ma- 
Jellies Seryants, and printed in quarto, Lond. 
| | 16909. 
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T | Dramatick Poets. - 29 
7 1690. This Play I believe was acted formerly, 
Z at the Dukes Theatre in Lmncolns-1nn-Fields, 
2 becauſe I find Mr. Angel, and Mrs. Long a- 
& mongſt the Aftors Names, who if I miſtake 
Y not, have been dead fome years. The Prologue 
to this Play, is the ſame with that of 7he Foo! 
7 zurn'd Crizick : but whether it be borrow d, or 
27 genuine, I know not. DT 

= Beſides theſe Plays our Author has writ a 
7 Romance, called Parztheniſ/a ; which | wv not 
= either in Beauty, Language, or Deſign to the 


© Works of the famous Scadery, or Calpranede, 
however Eminent they may be amongſt the 
French, for Pieces of this Nature: and what 
8 Mr. Davis of Kidwelly ſays of Scarron's Co- 
E mical Romance, may with more Juſtice be p- 


3 plied to our Illuſtrions Author, and this Wor 
© *(*) "Tis a thouſand pities, That the Author 
© (prevented by death) hath left the Work 
Y © imperfect; ſo that we are, and ever ſhall be- 
*ataloſs, to know, what period he might bring 
3 ©fo many noble Adyentures to. ' He has writ- 
J ten a Treatiſe in Folto, call'd 7 he Art of War. 
& 1 have been' told, 1t has been commended by 
= many expert Captains, for the beſt Piece ex- 
tant in Engliſh : but this I nwft leave to the 
2 judgment of others, more experienced 1n the 
Art Military. 5 
| Iknow not where,or when,our Noble Author 
Died : but thoſe who would view his CharaQter 
more at large, muſt read Sr. liam Davenant's 


. 


Y Poem to his Lordſhip,(!)which will make them 


| Tegret the Loſs of {o great a Man. _ 
(Kk) Pref, wo Scarron's Novels. (1) Devenants a 1 


ver acted, but printed 129. Lond. 1598. and | 


 tarch's Lite-of M. Anthony. Dion. Caſſius, &Cc. 


1s Play, that beſides his Proſopopeia al Libro, | 
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+, Samuel BRanDox, ; 
This Author liv'd in the later part of Queen fl 
Elizabeths Reign, and publiſht a Play called | 
T he T ragi-Comeay of the YVirtuous Oftauia, ne- | 


Wn kk eo A _A2A _©= oa 


dedicated by a Copy of Verſes, to the Right 
Honourable, and truly VYartuous Lady, the ® 
Eady Lncia Audelay : accompanied with two 
other Copics 10 commendation of the Play. It | 
Is writ 18 alternate Verſe, with a Chorus at-| 


—— 64A 4. 


the end of} each Act. For the Ground of this 
Play read Suclonus's Lite of Auguſtus. Plu- i 


re 


- 


{ tles between Octauin, and her Husband 2. Au. 
thonp, 1m 1mitation of Ovd's Stile, but writ in 
long Alexanarims. They are dedicated'to the ® 


x —”& ot wo 
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Honourable, Virtuous and Excellent Mrs. ary |* 


Try 


- 
-, 


3 


+; 


7 hin. The Author had that good Opinion of | * 


at the beginning of his Book, he has concluded 
with this Italian Sentence. - - TER ; 


L aqna'non temo de Þ eterno oblio. 


Anthony Brewer... | 

_ A Writer in the Reign of King Charles the E | 

Firſt, to whom 1s aſcrib'd 7 Mr. Arkman,two 7 
Plays , US. { he Country Girl, and The Love-/ich, 

Amg.: tho' 4 queſtion whether the former be- ®_ 
_ to lim, 1t being aſcrib'd to T. B. in the © 

TIP_ Fea | 449 5-* - 

Title-page. However I am ſure Mr.#” mſtanley, 
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of our Author, (®)"*That he was One whoin 
7 *his time contributed much towards the Eng- 
” <1iſh Stage by his Dramatick Writings, eſpect- 
| ally, in that noted One of his calld Zugua - 
| for neither was that Play writ by ham, nor 
8 Love's Loadſtone, Landagartha, or Love's Do- 
* minzon, as he and Mr. Phzlltps affirm : Landa- 
= 2artha being writ by Henry Burnel Eiq; and 
& Love's Dommion, by Flecknoe. But 1 hall pro- 
i7 ceed to give an Account of thoſe Plays, which 
I are aſcrib'd to him by Mr. Azr&man, who was 
7 better vers'd in Wrmings of this Nature. 

= Country Girl, a Comedy often acted with 
much applauſe, and printed in quarto, Lond. 
& 1647. This Play has been revivd on the Stage 
&# under the Title of .Country Innocence, or The 
& Chamber-maid turn # Quaker. | | 

* Love-/ick King, an Engliſh Tragical Hiltory, 
3 with the Life and Death of Carteſmunaa the 
7 fair Nun of //7nchefter, printed in quarto, Lond. 
— 1655. This Play was hkewifſe reviv'd by the 
= Adors of the King's Houſe in the Year 1686. 
® and acted by the Name of the Perjar'd Nun. 
7 The Hiſtorical part of rhe Plot is founded on 
&* the Invaſion of the Dares, 1n the Reign of K. 
& ZEtzhelred, and Alfred ;. which the Author calls 
= Zthelared and Alured. See the Writers of Eng- 
2% liſh Aﬀairs, as Polydore, Yergil, Matheaus Weſt- 
XZ monaſterienſ. Cul. Malnſburienſts, Tugulfus, Ra- 
3 nulphus Higden, Du Cheſne, Speed, &c. 


| Alexander BRoME. 
This Author flouriſht in the Reign of King 


23 + (m) Lives of the Ports. pe 3144 


Charles 
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32 An Account of the 
Charles the Martyr, and was an Attorney in 
the Lord Mayor's Court. He was Eminent 1n 
the worſt of Times for Law, and Loyalty, and 
yet more for Poetry. Though his Genius led 
him rather to Lyrick than Dramatick Poetry, 
yet we have One Play of his extant, v2. 
Cunning Lovers, a Comedy, ated with great 
applauſe, by Their Majeſties Servants at the 
private Houſe in Drary-/ane, printed in quarto, i 
Lond. 1654. Part of the Plot is borrow d; as } 
the Duke of Mantaa's ſhutting up his Daugh- 
ter in the Tower,and his being decetv'd by her, 
and Prince Proſpero, is taken from a Story 
in the Old Book of the Seven Wife Maſters, but 
which the Reader may find better related in 
the Foriunate Decervd,and Unfortunate Lovers: | 
in the Fifth Novel of the Decerv'd Lovers. 
Although our Author, has himſelf made but | 
one Attempt 1n thts Kind, yet we are indebted i 
to him for two Volumes of Mr. Richard Brome's þ 
Plays 1n oCtavo, eſpecially One of them, ſince 
*twas by his Care, that after the Author's Death 
they were preſervd and publiſht. On which | 
account One T.S. (*) amongſt other Commen- | 
dations given our Author 1n Verſe, ſays thus ; 
Nor can 7 tell-to whom we are more bound, | 
Or to Brome's Wit,or You that have it found. 
Our Poet 1s chiefly famous for his Odes,and 
Dithyrambs, which he compos'd during the 
late Troubles, together with his Epiſtles, and 
Epigrams tranſlated from ſeveral Authors, all 
which were printed together at the King's Re- W | 
turn in oftayo, and a Second Fdition, Loud, 
(n) Volume the Second, 5: 


' 1664, 
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1664. Nor was he leſs eminent for his Verſion 
of Horace; which tho' not wholly his own, 
yet havin —_ his Verſe from the Sores 
of Sr. Ricker Hanſhaw, Dr. Holliday, Sr. T ho. 
Hawkins, the Ingentous Mr. Cowley, the Ad- 
mirable Pen Johnſon, from which great Maſter, 
he borrow'd the Verſion of the laſt Epiſtle, De 
Arte Poetica, to crown the reſt (tho' it 1s ſince 
left out for a new Tranſlation, done by FS. P. 
 Efq; which I take to be Samuel Pordage) he 
| has gain'd to himſelf a Reputation, which will 
not ſpeedily decay : tho' the late Verſion of Mr. 
Creech, ſeems ſomewhat to obſcure 1ts Luſtre. 
1 cannot but inform the Reader, that he had 
once an Intention to tranſlate Zucrerns ; (9) as 
T learn from an Epigram writ by Sr. ſtor 
Cockam ; but this great Work notwithſtand- 
ing what he deſign'd, and Mr. Zve/yn pertorm'd, 
| was reſery'd' for the management of a nobler 
{ Pen, that of the much Admured Mr. Creech. 


Richard BRoME. 


| This Author liv'd in the Reign of K. Charles 
| the Furſt, and tho'of mean Extraction (being 
Servant to the fam'd Ber Johnſon) Writ him- 
ſelf into much credit. His Subje& for the moſt 
part was Comedy, according to the uſual Motto 
out of Martial, which he placed before moſt of 
his Plays. 

| Hic totus volo rideat Libellas. 
& As to his worth in Comick Writing, it 1s 
© not only aſſerted by the Teſtimony of ſeveral 
Y Poets of that Age, in their commendatory 
(2) Cotkain's Poems, þ. 254: an. Hor 


Ver- 


34 An Account of the 
Verſes before many of his Plays, as Shir/ep, 
Decker, Ford, Chamberlain, Sr. Aſton Cockgin, © 
Alexander Brome, and others: but even Sew 
Pohn(on himſelf (who was not over-lavith of i 
of Praiſe) beſtowed the following Copy on his 
Northern Laſs, which will weigh againlt all 


the Calumnies of his Enenues. 


To my Faithful Servant, and (by his continud 7 
Virtue) my Loving Friend the Author of 
this Work, Mr. Richard Brome. 4 


T had you for a Servant, once, Dick Brome ; 
Aud you perform'd a Servants faithful parts, 
Dow you are got into a nearer Room 
Of Fellowfhip, profe/Jmg my old Arts. 
And you do ao them well, with good Applanſe, 
Which you have juitly gain d from the Stage, 
By obſervation of thoſe Comick Laws 
Which I, your Maſter, firſt did teach the Ape. 
You learnt it well, and for it ferv'd your time 
A Prentice-ſhip, which few do now a aays : 
Aw each Court FHobbihorſe will wince in Rime ; 
Both learned, and unlearned, all write Plays. 
Tt was not ſo, of Old: Men took up Trades 
T hat knew theCrafts they had bin bred n right; 
An honeſt Bilboe-Smith would make good Blades, 
And the Phyfatian teach men ſpue and fh----- 
The Cobler kept him to his Aul ; but now 
Ele lt be a Poet, ſcarce can guide a Ph. 


Tho' the later part of this Copy be an imita. |! 
t1on of the following Lanes of Forace, yet I _ ; 
doubt not but the Reader will pardon Ben for 
his ingenious Application, as 3 

ro. 
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 Hhratii Epiſtolarum, Lib. 2. Epiſt. r. | 


Navem agere ignarus navis ttmet:abrotonum eero 
Non audet niſi qui aidicit dare. uod Medicori eſt 
Promittunt Medici : traftant fabilia fabri. 
Seribimus indofti doftigue Poemata paſſim. 


In imitation of his Maſter Mr. 7ohnſon, he 
{tudied Men and Humor, more than 'Books ; 
and his Genius affecting Comedy, his Province 
was more Obſervation than Study. His Plots 
were his own, and he forg'd all his various 
Characters from the Mint of his own Exper1- 
ence, and Judgment. *T1s not therefore to be 
expected, that I ſhould be able to trace him, 
who was ſo excellent an Imitator of his Maſter, 
that he might truly paſs for an Original : ſo 
that all that I can inform my Reader of his 


Plays, 1s that he has 7/7eer 1n print, molt of 
which were acted with good Appane; and 
t 


that ſeveral of them have been thought wor- 
thy to be revived by the Players, (to their 
own Profit, and the Author's Honor) in this 
Critical Age, Nor are ſeveral of his other 
Plays leſs worthy of Commendation : of which 
Alphabetically. 

Antipodes, a Comedy aged in the year 1638. 
by the Queen's Majeſties Servants, at Salſbury 
Court in Fletſtreet, printed in quarto 1640. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable 7 
liam Farl of Hertford. 

City Wit, or The Woman wears the Breeches, 
a Comedy printed in oftavo Zong. 1653. 

Covent-Garden weeded, or The Middleſex 

Fuſtice of Peace, printed in oQtayo Lond, 1658. 
C 2 Court 


AN 
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Court Beggar, a Comedy adted at the Cock-pit 
by His Majeſties Servants, Anno 1632. and 
printed 1n octavo, Lond. 1653. 

Damoiſelle, or The New Ordimary, a Comedy 
printed 1n oftavo Lond. 1653. 

Engliſh Moor, or The Mock Marriage, a Co- 
medy otten acted with general applaule,by her 
Majeſties Servants,printed in oftavo Zon.1659. 
| Povial Crew, or The Merry Beggars, a Co- 
medy preſented at the Cock-pit in Drury-lane, 
in the year 1641, printed 1n quarto Lond.1652. |» 
and dedicated to the Right Noble, Ingenious 
and Judicious Gentleman T homas Stanley Eſq; 
This Play was reviv'd by the Actors at the Þ 
Duke's Theatre, and reprinted 1686. a 

Lowe-fick Comrt, or The Ambitions Politick, © 
2 Comedy printed in octavo Lond, 1558. What 
Opinion the Author himlelf had of this Co- 
medy may be gathered by the follow1ngDiſtick, 
prefixt in his Title-page. ' 

Al mea, ceu mos eft, comendes carmina Curo, 
Se nift comendent carmina aiſpereant. *® 

Mad Couple well Matcht ; a Comedy printed 7 
in oCtavo Lond. 1652. This Play was reviv'd | 
on the Stage by the Duke's Aftors, under the 
Title of The Debauchee, or The Credulons 
Cuckold ; and reprinted in quarto Lond. 1677. 

New Academy, or The New Exchange, a Co- 
medy printed 1n octavo Lond. 1658. 

Northern Laſs, a Comedy acted with great 
Applauſe at the Theatre Royal, by His Maje- 
ſttes Servants, printed 1n quarto Lord. 1663. 
and dedicated to the Right Worthy, and no * 
leſs Judictous than Ingenigus Gentleman Rzch. 


Fol- 


Dramatick Poets. 37 


Fhlford Eſquire. This Play 15 commended not 
only. by the above-mentioned Fer Fohnſon, but 
by Five other Copies of Verſes printed betore 
the Play. This Play was reviv d by the Play- 
ers, ſince the Union of the Two Houſes, and 
reprinted in quarto . Lord. 1684. with a new 
Prologue and Epilogue, the former written 
by 70. Haynes the Comedian. Le 1 

Novella, a Comedy acted at the Blackfriars, 
by His Majcſties Servants 420 1632. and prin- 
ted in oftavo Lond. 1653. This 1 take. to ex- 
ceed many of our modern Comedies. h 

Queen and Concubine, a Comedy printed 1n 
octavo Lond. 1659. 

Queen's Exchange, a Comedy ated with ge- 


neral applauſe at the Y/ack;fryars, by His Ma- 


Jelties Servants, and printed in quarto 1657. 


Sparagus Garden, a Comedy acted 1n the year 
I635. by the then Company of Revels, at Sa- 
{:sbury-Court, printed in quarto Lond. 1640. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable #7 
tam Farl of Newcaſtle, &c. Governor to the 
Prince his Highneſs. This Comedy 1s applauded 
by Two Copies of Verſes writ by twoof the 
Author's Friends, 

He joyn'd with 7 homas Heywood, 1n a Play 
called 7 he late Lancaſhire Witches : an Account 
of which ſee in that Author. 

Ten of theſe Plays are printed in two Vo- 
lumes 1n o&avo, each under the Title of Five 
New Plays by Richard Brome, 

Mr. Philhps,(?) I know not for what Reaſon, 
has omitted ſeveral of our Authors Plays, vis. 
(p) Theatr um Pottarymy pes I57% ISL LN. b 
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Damoyſelle, New Academy , Queeen and Con- 
cubine, Queens Exchange, and Lancaſhire 
Witches. 


Fulk Greyile Lord BRook. 


This Honourable Perſon was Son to Sr. Fulk 
Grevile the Elder, of Beauchamp-Court 1n Yar- 
wick-ſhire ; and after having been Educated 
fome time at Cambriape, he removed to Court 
in the Reign of Queen Z/:zaberh - and in the 
Seventeenth year of King James the Firlt, he 


was made a Baron. He was eminently Famous }. 


for Learning and Courage. He was bred up 
with the Fam'd Sr. Philip Sidney, and 1n his 
youth writ ſeyeral Poems of different Kinds, 
amongſt which are two Dramatick Pieces, v2. 

Alaham, a Tragedy printed in Folto 1633. 
_ Thais Play ſeems an Imitation of the Ancients, 


The Prologue 1s ſpoken by a Ghoſt, one of the ' 


O1d Kings of Ormas, (an {land Scituate at the 
Entrance of the Per/zan Gulf) where the Scene 
of the Dramma hes. This SpeQre gives an 
Account of each Charatter ; which 1s poſlibly 
done in Imitation of Zxripides, who uſually 
introduced one of the chief Adors, as the Pro- 
logue: whoſe buſineſs was to explain all thoſe 
Circumſtances which preceded the opening of 
the Stage. The Author has been fo careful in 
obſerving the Rules of Ari/totle and Horace, 
that whereas Horace (1) ſays 
-=-=-HEC guarta logui perſona laboret. 

He has in no Scene throughout introduc'd a- 


bove two Speakers; except in the Chorus be- 
AED *aKers 5” CXCCP ri 
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tween each At: andeven there he obſerves 
all the Rules laid down by that great Maſter, 
in the Art of Poetry, part of whoſe DireCtions 
to the Chorus are as follows : (*) 

The dapes laudet menſe brevis : ile ſalubrem 

Fuſtitiam, legeſque, oy apertis otia Portis. 

For the Plot of this Tragedy I know not 
= whence 1t 1s taken, neither can I find the 
> Name of any ſuch King as Alaham, amonglt 
':; thoſe Princes that Reigned there, which are 
enumerated by Mr. Herbert (f) in his Account 
of Ormnus. 

Multapha, a Tragedy printed 1n Folio 1633. 

What I have ſpoken of the former, may be ap- 
> pliedtothis Play likewiſe, as to the Rules of 
= the Ancients: ſince both ſeem to be built on 
® their Model. All I have to ſay further is, that 
= an amperfe& Copy of this Play appeared in 
7 print in quarto Lond. 1609. tho' I ſuppole 
> without his Lordſhip's Knowledge, ſince 1t 
may rather be {tiled a Fragment, than a 'Tra- 
. But thoſe ImperieCtions are amended 
2 3nthe Foho Edition. 
As to the Foundation of the Play, 'tis the 
= ſame withthat of my Lord Orrery's Tragedy ; 
= therelorel refer you to the ſame Authors, 422. 
Paulus Fovins, Thuanus, &Cc. 

Both theſe Plays are printed together in 
Folio Lond. 1633. with Crews] other Poems, 
* as ATreatiſe of Flumane Learning. An [uqui- 
2 ſition upon Fame and Honour. A Treatiſe of 

 Yars. All theſe are written in a Stanza of Six 
Lanes ; four interwoven, and a Couplet' in 

(r) be Arte Foctiga, (1) See his Travels, third EditeÞ-114» 

C 4. .... Yale; 
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Baſe ; which the /za/zans call Se/tine. Celica KM S 
containing One Hundred and Nine Sonnets of WM L 
different Meaſures, on different SubjeQs.There & Þ 


are 1n this Volume two Letters, the One to an iN Te 
Honourable Lady; the Subje&t of which 1s, | 
how to behave her. ſelf in a Married State : 
The other written to his Coſen Grevil Varney 
then in France; containing DireQions for 
Travel. 

His Lordſhip has other Pieces aſcribed to 
him, beſides theſe publiſht under his Name ; as 
the Life of his Friend and Companion, S1r 
Philip Sidney, printed at the beginning of the 
Arcaala, under the name of Þ1AoÞAITWoOs. Hrs 
Remains, or Poems of Monarchy and Religion, 
printed in oftavo Lond. 1670. and other Pieces 
which becauſe of their uncertainty T omit. 
Only, I cannot paſs by a Miſtake committed by 
Mr. Phillips, and Mr. Yinftanley ; who aſcribe 
another Play to him called Marcas T ullius 
Cicero's Tragedy. This Play was not written, 
at leaſt not printed, as I ſuppoſe, till long after 
his Lordſhips Death, who was unhappily kill'd 
by an ungrateful Servant, who afterwards to 
avoid the Sentence of the Law, made his own 
Hand the Executioner of Juſtice,making Death 
his Choice, which ſhould have been his Pun- 
1ſhment. 

*This Worthy Nobleman les Buried (as Dr. 
« Fuller (*) ſays) 1n Farwick Church, under 
©a Monument of black and white Marble, 
©whereon he 1s ſtiled, Servant to Queen Eliza- 
beth, Councellor to King James, and Friend to 
(3) Worthichy Harwick-[abte, page 127 rok 
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Sr. Philip Sidney : Dying Anno 16----= without 
Iffue and unmarried. Thoſe who would read 
his Character more at large, may have recourſe 
to that excellent Author above-mentioned. 


Henry BURKHEAD. 


This Author 11v'd in the Reign of K.Char/es 
the Martyr, being a Merchant in Zrito/. He 
writ a Play in the year 1645. called Co's 
Furze, or Lirenda's Miſery, a Tragedy, dedi- 
cated to the Right Honourable Zdward Somer- 
ſet, Lord Herbert. The Subjett of this Play, 
1s the /riſh Rebellion, which broke ont the 
twenty-third day of OcZober 1641. Tis couch d 
under feign'd, Names ; as O/iras for the late 
Duke of Ormond, Beroſus, for Sr. Fohn Hor- 
lace, Fc. the other Characters are eaſily dif- 
covered by reading Sr. John Temple's Hiſtory 
| of the 1r:/þ Rebellion, printed Lond. 1646. and 
= Sr. 7ohn Borlace his Hiftory on the ſame Sub- 
= 3e&, Folio Lond. 16 This Play was never 
© ated, but introduc'd into the world by two Re- 
commendatory Copies of Verſes, written by 
his Friends: both which ;: may ſeem to the 
Reader, to be too partial in their Judgments ; 
Z as may be judg'd by the following Lines, which 
= arepart of a Copy writ by Mr. Paul Ayhward. 


HYhat tho' of Terence, Seneca, we hear, 
And other modern Scenicks, mn our Sphere ; 
Ton 7 prefer. Johnſon for all hrs Wit . 
Could never parnt out Times as you have hit 


The 
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The Manners o our Ape : T he Fame atclines 
Of ne're enough prais'd Shakeſpear if thy lines | 
Come to be publiſht : Beaumt & Fletcher's [#:11 | 
Submits to yours, and your more learned Quull. | 


Henry Burxer,, E/q; | 
This Gentleman liv'd in /reland in the | 
Reign of King Charles the Firſt. He writa | 
Play called Zandeartha, a Tragi-Comedy, pre- 
ſented in the New Theatre 1n Dablm, with 
good applauſe, being an ancient Story, printed 
in quarto, Dublin 164.1. and dedicated To af 
Fair, maifferent Fair, Pirtuous that are not 
Fair, and magnanimous Ladies, This Play 1s | 
uſher'd into the world with Four Copies of | 
Verſes, three Latine and one Engliſh, but be- | 
ing guilty of the ſame partiality with the for- 
mer, I ſhall omit to inſert any. The Play it 
ſelf was firſt a&ed on St. Patrick's-day 1639. 
with allowance of the Maſter of the Revels. 
The Author 1t ſeems, miſcarried in a former 
Play, and therefore in imitation of Bex John- 
fon (") (whom he tiles 7 he Beſt of Enghſh 
Poets) he has introduc'd his Play, by a Pro- 
logue ſpoken by an Amazon,with a Battle-Ax1n 
her Hand; which ſucceeded to the Author's 
fatisfaQtion. The Plot is founded on the Con- 
queſt of Fro, (which the Author calls Fro/to) 
King of S4uevia,or Suethland,by Regner (or as the 
Author calls him Reyner) King of Denmark : 
with the Repudiation of Zandzertha Queen to 
Kegner. See KrYant214s, lib. 4. c. 6. Saxo Gram- | 
maticuslib.g. Fo. Magnus, lib. 17. c. 4,5. 9c KR 
(u) Se Prolozuc to Poetaiſere NE | 
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Lady Elizabeth Carew. 


7 A Lady that flouriſht in the Reign of Qu. 
! L£  £/zaberth, of whom Iam able togive no 
” other Account, than what TI colle& from the 
5 Title-page of a Play, call'd Mariam the Fair 
# RQaucen of Fewwry, her Tragedy, written (lays 
} the Publiſher) by that Learned, Virtuous,and 
truly Noble Lady, Z/zabeth Carew, and prin- 
| ted 1n quarto Lond. 1613. The Play 1s writ 
 2n the ſame meaſure of Verſe, with the 'Tra- 
! gedies of the Karl of Sterlmme, v22, 1n Alter- 
nate Verſe, and the Chorus 1s writ 1n Settines, 
| ora Stanza of Six Lines, four interwoven and 
a Coupler in Baſe. For the Play it ſelf, it 1s 
| very wellPen'd, conſidering thoſe Times, and 
| the Lady's Sex: I leave it to the Readers to 
} compare it with that modern Tragedy of Herod 
, and Mariamne, Her Story 1s written at large 
; 1n Zoſephus his Hiſtory of the Jews. See /7b.14. 
and 15. Sa/zaz. Tom. 6. A.M. 4012. &c. Tornie!, 
Tom. 2, A. M. 4026. 


Thomas Carxw. 


A Courtier much in Favour with K. Charles 
the Firſt, betng One of the Gentlemen of the 
* Privy.Chamber; and Sewer in Ordinary, He 
was the Author of a Maſque call'd Cz/um Br7- 
| Zanicum ; which was performed at #h:ze-hall, 

in the Banqueting-houſe on Shrove-Tueſday 
MNeght, 
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Night, the Eighteenth of February 1633. by | 
the King's Majeſty, the Duke of Zenox, the i 
Earls of Devonſhire , Holland, Newport , &c. i 
with feveral other Lords and Noblemen's Sons. | 
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Tom Carew was next, but he had a Fault A A 

T hat would not well 'ftand with a L.aureat; Bc 
Hits Muſe was hide-bound, the ifſue of 's brain \ | K 
Has ſeldome brought forth but with trouble ana 2; th 
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All that were there preſent did agree, 
That a Laureat Muſe ſhould be eaſy and free, 
Tet ſure 'twas not that; but 'twas thought that 
Fs Grace, : 
Con/ider'd he was well, he had a Cup-bearer's 
Place, 


! Butthis 1s not to be taken for the real Judg- 
# ment of that Excellent Poet: and he was too 
} good a Judge of Wit to be ignorant of Mr. Ca- 
E rew's Worth, and his Talent in Poetry, and 
| had he pleas'd he could have faid as much in 
his Commendation, as Sr Ylliam D' Avenant 
in thoſe Stanzas writ to him, (*). with part 
of which we ſhall conclude : 


Not but thy Ferſes are as ſmooth and high © 
As Glory, Love, and Wine from Wit can raiſe ; 

* Put now the Devil take ſuch Deſtiny! 

What ſhould commend them, turns to their 

aiſpraiſe. 

Thy Wits chief Virtue, ts become its Vice ; 

for every Beauty thou haſt rais'd [9 high, 

T hat now courſe Faces carry ſuch a Price, 

As muſt undo a Lover that wonld buy. 


Lodowick CARLELL, Eſq; 


2 This Gentleman flouriſht in the Reigns of 
4 King Charles the Firit and Second. He was an 
2 Ancient Courtier, being Gentleman of the 
3 Bows to King Charles the Firſt, Groom of the 
King and Queen's Privy-chamber, and ſerved 
the Queen-Mother many years, His Plays 
= (b) Sce Davenant's Wark i 
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(which are Eight in number) were well e- 
{teem'd of, and moſt of them appeared on the 
Stage, at the Private-houſe 1n B/ack-friars, not- 
withitanding the prohibition of the Stage 1n 
thoſe days. The Names follow. 

Arviragus and Philicia, a Tragi-Comedy 1n 
two parts, ated at the Private-houſe in B/ack, 
Friars by his Majeſtzes Servants, and printed 


in oftavo Lond. 1639. This Play was fince re- | 


vived on our Stage, a new Prologue being writ WM 


by Mr. Dryden, and ſpoke by Mr. Fart. (*) | 


there 1s another Prologue printed 1n London 
Drollery, pag. 10. Several of our Hiſtorians 
ſpeak of the Attions of this Illuſtrious Prince. 
See Matth Yeltmonaſt. A.D. 44. pag. 93. Galf. 


Aonumetenf. lib. 4. c. 16. Pol. Pergil. lb. 2. by 


Grafton. Part 5. p. 77. Theſe all agree, that 
he Reign'd in the time of Claudius Ceſar, but 


Mr. Speed (*) will have it, that heliv'din the 


time of Domitian Ceſar, from Fuvenal (*) who 
introduces Fabritins Yejento a Roman Senator 
flattering Domztian, at the Councel held about 
the Tarbot, as follows, - 


Regem aliquem capics,aut de T emone Britanno 


Excidet Arviragus, 


But 1n this he 15 miſtaken, for frvwragus was 
dead before the Reign of Domzitan, ſo that the 
Sycophant could not mean that he ſhould over- 
come 7:77, but lome Britiſh or Foreign War- 
rTler, as {tout as that Aruiragus {ſubdued by his ""R 


his Father Yeſpa/ian. 


(c) 56: Diyden's Miſc, Pocus, p428 1, (d) Lage £6, (6) Sate 4+ 4 
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Deſerumg Favourite, a Tragi-Comedy, pre- 
ſented before the King and Queen's Majeſties 
at White-hall, and very often at the Private 
Houſe in ZBlack-friars, with great Applauſe, by 
King Charles the Firſt his Servants, printed 1n 


Y oftavo Lond. 1659. and dedicated to his very 


| Noble and Approved Friends Mr. 7 homas Cary 


Son to the Farl of Monmouth ; and Mr. llam 
= Murrey : both of the Bed-chamber to His 
= Majeſty. ; 


Fool would be a Favourite, or The Diſcreet 


Loer, often ated by the Queen's Majeſties 


Servants with great applauſe, and printed in 


| oftavo Lond. 1657. 


Oſmond the Great Turk, otherwiſe called 


; T he Noble Servant his Tragedy : a&ed by the 
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Queens Servants with great applauſe,and prin- 


= ted with the former, oftavo Lond. 1657. The 


es $2,240 
be Py 


Action of this Play, 1s the taking of Con/tantr. 
nople, in the year 1453. I know not why the 


= Author has alter'd his Scene, from Greece, to 
* Barbary ; or the Names of Hahomet, and /rene, 
= tor Melchoſus, and Deſpina : except in imita- 
tion of Beaumont, and Fletcher, who have 
 transfer'd the Names of Roll, and Ozta, on 
| dnt0nmus and Gere, and degraded thoſe Em- 
perors of Rome, by Creating them Dukes of 
Abormandy. Many Authors have treated of 
this Story, in the Life of Mahomet the Second, 
| conſult Chalroconaplus lib. 8. cap. 6. Knolles's 


: Turkiſh Hiſtory. This Story 15 Likewiſe 1n Par- 


4cHo's Noels ; ſee the French Tranſlation by 
. 3 Selleforef?, Tome 1. Hilt, 2. See Painter's Pa- 
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Ace of Pleaſure, a Book of Noyels, printed in 


quarto, 


43 "An Account of the 


quarto Lond. 1566. Nov. 40. For the Under- 
plot of Orcanes, Calibeas, and Ozaca, 'tis found- 
ed on the Story of ©Muſlapha, Son to Maho- 
met the Second, Achmet Baſſa, and his Wite. 
See Lipju Monita. lib. 2. cap. 9. pag. 12y- 
Artus le Contin. de I FlifF. des Turcs. L. 11. 
Anolles, &C. 

 Paſſnnate Lover , a Tragi-Comedy in two 
parts, twice preſented before the King and 
Queen's Majeſties at Spmerſet-houſe, and very 
often at the Private-houlſe in Z/act-friars , 
with great applauſe,by King Charles the Firlit's 
Servants, printed in octavo Lond. 1655, and 
Dedicated to the Iluſtrious Princeſs «Mary 
Dutcheſs of Richmond, and Lenox, hy the Pub- 
liſher Mr. Alexander Goughe. On this Play the 
ingenious Alexander Brome has writ a Copy 
of Verſes, which ſcem to retle&t on the Cha- 
rater of the Paſſionate Lover, and may be 
found by the Curious,in his Poems 89. pag.256. 
Edition the Second. 

Heraclius Emperor of the Eaft, a Tragedy 
tranſlated from the French of Monſieur P.Cor- 
zcille, and printed 1n quarto Zond. 1664. This 
Play was never aQed, tho' intended by the 
Tranſlator for the Stage : but another Tranſla- 
210n formerly deſign'd, (after this ſeem'd to be 
accepted) being perfected was prefer'd by the | 
Players, and this not return'd to the Author 
until the very day the other was Acted. But i 


notwithſtanding the Preference given to the —_ 
other, certainly this Verſion 1s not contempti- L# 


ble; at leaſt if the Author's Reaſons in the 
Prologue make take place : 


All | 
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Dramatick Poets. 49 
All things-bave proper 1dioms of their own, 
Their Elegance in Outs is hardly ſhown ; 
T his, hut a Copy, andiall ſuch go leſs, 
Great| Beauties may be altered by the 'Dreſs. 
Having given you the Author's Excuſe for 
his Tranſlation, Tet me give. you his Opinion 
of Tranſlations in general in the following 
Damen. 5:5: LIT. oh 
T hoſe who tranſlate, hope but a Labourer's praiſe, 
Fho well invent, contrive ; deſerve the Bays. 
\ Tn the defign of this Play, the ' French Au- 
thor follows Barenrts's Ecclefiaſtical Annals, 
but does not (as he himſelf acknowledges in 


his Examen of thisP] analy follow truth 1n 
(4 


many things. See Le 7 heatre ae Corneille, tom. 


3. Fe way conſerve icy pour toute verite Hiſto- 
r1gue que Fordre de la Succeſſion des Emperenrs, 


Tibere, Maurice, 'Phocas, & Herachus, &c. 
Many are the Hiſtorians that have treated on 


this Story, as Nicephorus Caliſtus Eccl. Hbft. 


| Cearent Annal, Zonaras, Annal. Baronias, &c. 


2 


Mr.Ph1llips has omitted Three of theſe Plays, 
viz. Deſerume Favourite, Fool wonld be a Fa- 


vourite, and' Heraclins : the later is forgot like- 


wite by Mr. #/7nſtanky, who has in requital 
Father'd another Play on him, which belongs 


= to Dr. Lodge, VIZ. Marins and Scylla. | | | 


James CarLILE. 
A young Author now living, who has late- 


# ly publiſhc a Play, calld The Fortune Hunters, 
= or Iwo Fools well met - a Comedy acted by his 


Majeles Scryants, Printed 3n quarto Lond. 
L609. 


Age. . Only I think the Author's, as well as | 


For Pump-water, 


Name, the Author of ſeveral Sermons, par- 


50 | An Arcoint of the 
1689. \I-know not how it ſucceeded on the 
Stage, but if- it be conſider'd as the Firit Play | 
of a young Poet, I think-1t deſerv'd Applaule, | 
and exceeds ſeveral Comedies printed in this  : 


Mr. Spruce's Brains were a little Doz'd when 8 
he writ the end of. the Second. Act: where} 
he ' miſtakes young Yealthy's Hand for the 


Handle of the Pump,and the Orange-flower----- 


* That he meant well is all he has to plead; - ) tl 
Faith then be kind, and let his Play ſucceed, > i Tc 
Aud take for once theGood-avill, for the Deed. ) 


Richard CARPENTER. 


The Author of a Play, called 7he Pragma-& 
tical Feſuit new leaven'd ; printed 1n quarto, | 
but when, or where, I know not through the 
defect of my Copy. All thatT can acquaint the k 
Reader with, is that 1t 1s a very. in{tru&tive 
Play, .chiefly tending to Morality ; ſhewing | 
the difference between true Religion, and Hy. | 
pochriſy. The Author has made it his buli- 
nels to expole all the Subtleties and Inventions 
of the Romith Clergy to gain Profelites, and 
promote their Religion. 1 know not whether 
or no, 1t might not be writ by a Divine of that 


ticularly Three, of keeping a good Conſcience, 
printed in quaprto Lond. 1623. b. 


——— 


W1l- | 


| * Epilogue co the Play, 
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William CaRTHWRIGHT. 
S APerſon as Eminent for Loyalty and Learn- 


Ting, (his years con{ider'd) as any this Age has 
| Z produc'd. One, whoſe Character has been writ- 


ten by ſeveral Pens ; and therefore has afforded 
8 me, (who fetch my knowledge from Books, 
I more than yerbal Information) the larger ſub- 
amwepurnce TEETH | 
= The Place of this Author's Nativity, the 
_ tine, and his Father's Name, are differently 
| repreſented by thoſe Authors that have men- 
© tion'd him. Mr.-Zhyd (f) ſays that he was the 
= Son of 7 homas Cartburitht of Burford 1n Ox- 
= ford-ſhire, and Born Ag. 16. 1n the year I61F. 
E Mr. Food (8) lays that he was the Son'of Fl- 
= /am Carthwright, and Born at Northway near 
= 7ewskbury in Clouceſter-ſhire, in Sep. 1611. 
© and Chriltned the 26** day of the ſame Month. 
© That his Father had diſſipated a fair Inheri- 
& tance, he knew not how, and as his laſt Refuge 
 turn'd Inn-keeper at Crrencefter. This Account 
W& contraditts the Publiſher of his Poems, who 
{ſays that he Died at Thirty. But however 
; uncertain the place and time of his Birth be ; 
certain it.18, that he was bred a King's-Scholar 
under the Reverend and Learned Dr.O/dbafton : 
& and 1n the year 1631 was choſe Student of 
x Chrift-Church College in Oxford, and plac'd un- 
2X der the care of Mr. Terrent. He took his ſeve- 
3 ral Degrees, of Bachelor and Maſter of Arts, 
2 and afterwards was choſen by the Houſe as 
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A —() Memonres, Page 423» (8) Aatiq: Oxonienſ., p, gs: 
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ProQor, and admitted as Junior to Mr. /'ake 
of ec Magaalen College by the Unverlity, the | 
Twelfth of April 1643. .and the ſame year, vs. 
on the 29th of November, he Died of a Malig- 
nant Feaver, which then raign'd, and was that 
year. Fatal to others of es COTA 
as Mr. Maſters of New-College, Mr. Diggs of 
All-Souls, and others. both Men of the Gown 
and Sword. He was Buried the firlt of Decem- 
ber in the South-7ſ/le, being lamented not only | 
by all good and learned Men, but even by Ma- 
jelty it ſelf: the King and Queen having anx1- 
ou{ly enquir'd/after him all the t1me of his Sick- | 
nels,. and ſhewed themſelves much afflicted at 
his Death. On the. Ninth of December, Mr. 
Maplet of the ſame, Houle, was choſe toſupply 
his. Place the remaining part of the year. 

He was extreamly remarkable both for his 
outward, and-1inward. Endowments; his Body 
being as, handſome as his, Soul. He:was an ex- 
pert Linguiſt, underſtanding. not only Greek 
and Latine, but French, and. Italian, as per- 
feftly as his Mother-tongue., He was, an ex- 
cellent Orator, and yet an admirable Poet, 2 
Quality which Czcero with all his pains could 
not attain to. Nor was, Artotle ſeſs known 
to himthan Cicero and rg]: and:thoſe who 
heard his Metaphyſical Lectures, gave him the 
Preference to all his Predecefſors, the preſent 
Brſhop of Zzncoln excepted. His Sermons were | 
as much admured as his other Compoſures, and 
One titly applied ro our Author, that Saying 
of Aritofle concerning Aſchron the Poet, that 
He could not tell what &ichron conld not do. 


 Dramatick Poets. . 
In 2 word he was of ſo ſweet a diſpoſition, 
T and fo replete with all Virtues, that he was 
beloved by all Learned\Men that knew him, 
and admired by all Strangers :. and to cloſe all 
with the Character the Reverend and Pious 
Dr. Fe} (ſometime Biſhop of Oxford) gave of 
lum, Carthwright was the utmoſt Man could 
| CONE. 70. EE oy 
To ſpeak of his Poetry, there needs no other 
Character of it in general, then that the ableſt 
Judge of Poetry at that time, I mean Ser 
7ohnſon, ſaid with ſome Paſſion, My Son Carth- 
wright writes all hike a Man. 
He writ Four Plays beftdes other Poems, 


Lond. 1651. accompanied- with above Fiity 
Copies of Verſes writ by. the molt eminent 
| Wits of the Univerſity, every One being de- 

{irous to appear in the Number of lus Friends, 
{ and to'givea publick Teſtimony to the world 
| of the Value they had for his Memory. 

Ordmary, a Comedy: 1 know not where this 
Play was aCted, but I remember part of the 
ſecond Scene of the firſt AQ, between the W1- 
dow Pot-luck, Slicer, and Fear-ſap, is tran- 

{crib'd by the Compoſer of Y7:ts Interpreter, 
in his Love-Dialogues, under the Title of the 
| 0/4 Widow. pag. 81. 

\ Laay Errant, a Tragi-Comedy,, of which I 
= can £7.00 Account where acted, only that it 
2 3s clteemn'd by ſome a good Comedy. 

2 Ro Slave, a Tragi-Comedy ; preſented to 
| the King and Queen by the Students of Chri/f 

| Churchin Oxford, Aug. 30. 1636, Preſented 
2 ſinco 
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all which were printed together in octavo, . 


+ a. $, 
Tas 


bh - An Actoint of the 
ſince to both Their Majeſties at Fampton-Court 
by the King's Servants.,. 'This Play gave fuch 
Content to Their Majeſties, and the whole 
Court, as well for the ſtately Scenes, the Rich- 
neſs. of the Perſian. Habits, the excellency of 
the Songs, (which were ſet by that admirable 
Compoler, Mr. Henry Lawes, Servant to his 
Majeſty King Charles the Firſt, in his publick 
and private Muſick :) as for the noble Stile of 


the Play it ſelf,and the, readyAddreſs and grace- 


ful Carriage, of the AQors ( amongſt which 
Dr. Busby, the famous Maſter of Feſtmnſter 


School approv'd Itimfelf a ſecond Roſcius); 
that they unanimouſly acknowledged that 1t, | 
did exceed all things of that Nature which 
they had ever ſeen. ' The Queen 1n particular 
ſo much admired 1t;,” that in November fol- 
lowing, ſhe ſent for the Habits and Scenes to 
Hampton-Court : ſhe being deſirous to ſee her | 
own Servants repreſent the ſame Play, (whoſe 
profeſſion 1t was) that ſhe might the better 
Judge of the ſeveral Performances, and to 
whom the Preference was due. .'The Sentence 
was univerſally given by all the Spetators in 
favour of the Gown: tho' nothing was want- 
ing on Mr. Carthwrizht's ſide, to inform the 
Players as well as the Scholars, in what be- 
long'd to the Attion and Dehvery of each Part, 

Stege, or Love's Convert, a Tragi-Comedy: 
where acted I know not, but 'tis dedicated by 


the Author to King Charles the Firſt, by an E- 


piſtle in Verſe. The Story of Myfander, and I 
Leucatia, is founded on zhat of Pauſanias and MW 
Cleamce, in Plutarch's Lite of Cymon., The 

HS. 
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jun&ion:which:the Rich Widow Py/c laid pon 
her Lovers 1s. borrow. d:/ from Foccace's Novels. 
Day 0th Wo nd Dn dg, 27500 
Amongſt his Poems, :there are ſeveral.con- 
cerning the Dramatick Poets and their Wrt- 
tings, which, mult not-be forgot : as thoſe two 
| Copies which he, writ on Mr. Thomas A3lle- 
| grew's Plays, The Priſoner , and Claracilla ; 
Two Copies on Fletcher, and One in Memory 
of Ben Johnſon, which are 1o. Excellent that 
the Publiſher of Mr.Car7hwrzght's Poems ſpeaks 
as in a Rapture 1n the Preface'; viz. What had 
Ben ſaid, had: he read his own Eternity 1n 
© that laſting Elegy given him by our Author. 
Befides theſe Poems, -our Author has'extant 
other Pieces on different Subjects, as a Sermon, 
printed Lond. 1652. and a Book which I never 
jaw, but is mentioned by Mr: Food (et) under 
this Title ; Dries m Menſe Novembri maxime 
 notabiles Coronam nempe ' oy familiam regiam 
| [peffantes. Lond. 1671, 4 
| "Tis not poſſible for men this place, to enu- 
merate-all the Praiſes given him by the Learn- 
ed of thoſe Times in which he livd: only 
g1ve me leave to inſert part of one Copy, by 
which the Reader may Judge of the Reſt. . 'The 
Lines were writ by 7ohn Leigh Eq; to the 
Stationer (Mr. Moſely) on his printing Mr. 
Carthwright's Poems. After he has nam'd all 
the admirable Poems, ſet forth by the afore-. 
2 1a1d Bookſeller; with the juſt Commendation 
= of each” Author, he ſays thus'of Mr, Carrh- 
Tried ado ning DD Yo AN A 
(8) 4ntiq; Oxomenſe pag, 2706 OS 
| ſ+ pag D 4 But 


TY Þ paid modes FF Xx 36 - 


5s An Account of the h 
- But after all thou bring'/t ap 1 the Rear, 
One that fills every Eye, and every Ear, 
 Carthwright, rare Carthwrt. f0-whom all muſt 
That was Jef Preacher,and beft Poet too; | bow, 
| Whoſe Learned Fancy never was at refl, 
But always labouring yet labour'd leaſt : 
His Wit's Immortal, and fhall Honor have, 
While there's or Slavifh Lord, or Royal Slave. 


Robert CHAMBERLAIN. 


A Gentleman that flouriſht in the Reign of 
King Char/es the Firſt, the Author .of a Play 
called 7 he Swaggering Damfel, a Comedy prin- 
ted -in,quarto Loxd.1640. I know-not whether 
this Play was ever acted, bur 'tis, uſher'd into 
the world by Three Copies of Verſes, one of 
which was writ by Mr. Raw/ns, in requital of 
a Copy writ by our Author, in aid his 
Tragedy called 7 he Rebel/ion. A Complement 
which has 1n this Age been prafticed by Mr. 
Dryden, to Mr. Lee's Rival Queens, in Return 
of that, paſt by him, on Mr. Dryaen's State of 
FRNOCENCE. | 


Mr. #hillips, and Winſtauley have aſcrib'd 


" 
( 


to our Author a Play call'd S:ce#iges, which 
they {tile a Paſtoral, tho' it is diſtinguiſh'd (by 
the Anonymous Author ) by the Title of a I 
Piſcatory, the Dramatis Perſona being moſi of 
them Fiſhermen, L 


William CHAMBERLAIN, | 
A Daiſet-fhire Gentleman, who in the Reign 
of King Cparlcs the Firlt, liv'd at Shaftobury, 


Mar- 
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Market-town of ſufficient Note for giving the 
Title to the famous Lord Cooper, firſt Earl of 
Shaftsbury. He writ a Play called Love's /7dro- 
ry, a Tragi-Comedy printed 1n quarto Lond. 
1658. and dedicated to the Right Worſhipful 
Sr. William Portman. He writ this Play du- 
Ting the late Troubles, and defign'd to have1t 
ated, but the Powers then in being having 
ſuppreſſed the Stage; he contented himſelf 
with Printing 1t: tho' it has fince appeared, 
(at leaſt a great part of 1t) upon the Stage 1n 
1678. under the Title of ts hed by the Noſe, 
or APoets Revenge. | | 

This Author writ beſides, an Heroick Poem 
called Pharonniaa, in Five Books, printed 1n 
ottavo Lond. 1659. and dedicated ſhewikh to 
Sr. /illiam Portman. This Poem tho' it hath 


| nothing extraordinary to recommend 1t, yet 
- "rn abroad in Proſe 1683. under the 'T1- 


e of a Noyel called Zromena, or The Noble 


8 Stranger. 


_ George CHAPMAN. 
A Gentleman of no mean Repute for his Po- 
etical Writings and Verſtons,amongſt the Wats 
of the Age wherein he liv'd, 7owz, in the la- 
ter part of the Reign of Queen Z#/zabeth, and 


| that of King James. 1 can give him no greater 


Cotnmendation, than that he was ſo intimate 
with'-the famous ..Zobn/on, as to engage 1n a 


3 Triumvirate with Him, and Marſton in a Play 
= called Zaftward:Hee : a Favour which the 


haughty Ber could ſeldome be perſwaded ro. 
{ might add to this, that he was fo UA 51 
buſy UC 
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HMidale-Temple and Lincoln's-{nn, that when 
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lued in his. time, by the Gentlemen of . the 


thoſe two Honourable Societies agreed to Pre. 
ſent Their Majeſties with a Mafque at /h2te- 
hall, on the joyful Occaſion of the Marriage be. 
tween.the Princeſs E/:2aberth, only 0, 
to: King: James the Firſt, and Fredericg ther 
Fifth of that, Name, Count: Palatine of the 
Rhine, and afterwards King of Bohemia - they 
choſe Mr. Chapman tor their Poet, to ſuit Lan-| 
guage to the Occaſion, and Mr. /nigo Zones for 


their Ingineer, to order the Machines, and 


He has writ many Dramatick Pieces, to the 


number of Eightcen: beſides ſeveral other 


Poems and Tranſlations : of all which his T'ra- 
gedy of - Puſſy d' Amboiſe has the Preference, 
I know not how Mr. Dryden (*) came to be 1o 
poileſt with Tndignation againſt this Play, as 
to reſolve to burn One annually to the Me- 
mory of Ber Johnſon : but I know very well 
that there are ſome who allow 1t a juit Com-þ 
mendation; and others (*) that fince have ta- 
ken the liberty to promiſe a ſolemn annual Sa- 
critice of 7 he FHimd and Panther, to the Me- 
mory of Mr. Qaarles, and Fohn Bunyan: 10 
that ſhould this laſt Humour continue, T he 
Hind and Panther would grow as ſcarce, as this 
Old Tragedy 1s at preſent.” ' But I leave this 
Digreſlion to give the Reader.an Account of if 
his Plays 1n order. or BOT 
All Fools, -a Comedy preſented at the Black- 
(k) Pref. ro Spaniſh Friar, (i) Pref, to Reaſons for Bays 
Changing As-Rellgions © 35, 2458 DH SG GUNES. 
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friars, and afterwards before his Majeſty King 

Fames the Firit, in the Begining of his Rein ;; 

and printed in quarto Lond. 1605., This was 
in thoſe days accounted an Excellent Comedy, 
and will {ti}] bear Reading : 1t- ſeems to be 
built in part upon the ſame Fabrick with 7 e- 
rence's Heautontimorumenos, as thoſe who will 
compare the Characters of the two Fathers 
Goſtanzo, and Mar. Antonio, with Chremes, and 
Menedemus ; and their Sons Yalerzo, Fortunzo, 
and Rynaldo, with Climim, Antipho, and Syrus, 
may .caſily perceive. "The Prologue and E- 
pilogue (writ in Blank Verſe) ſhew that 
in thoſe days, Perſons of Quality, and thoſe 
that thought themſelves Judges of Wat, 1n- 
ſtead of ſitting in Boxes, as now 1n ule, lat on 
the Stage : what influence thoſe Sparks had on 
the meaner Auditors, may be ſeen by the fol- 
lowing Lines; (*) — 

Great are the Gifts given to united Heads, 
To Gifts, Attire, to fair Attire the Stage © 
Helps much ; for if our other Audience ſee 
You on the Stage depart before we end, 
OaurWits go with you all,and we are Fools;&c 


Alphonſus Emperor of Germany, a Tragedy, 
very often acted (with great Applauſe) at, the 
Private-houſe in Zlack-friars, by the Servants 

to King Charles the Firſt ; printed 1n quarto 

" Zong. 1654. This Play, tho' it bear the Name 
4 of Aphonſus, was writ (as I ſuppoſe) in Honor 
23 of the Engliſh Nation, in the Perſon of Richard 
Earl of Coruwal,Son toKing Johr,and Brother 


2 (k) Frologue 0 the Dlaye: S344 


Lo 


60 Up Uicount of the 
to King Henry the Third. He was choſen King 


of the: Romans 'in 1257. and Crown'd at Aix 


the Seventeenth day of Hay, being Aſcen/ron 
day. Abour- this time Aphonſus the Tenth 
King of Caſti/e, (the ſubject of this Tragedy) 
was choſen by other Ele&ors. 'Tho'this King 


was accounted by ſome a P1ous Prince, yet our: 


Author repreſents his as a Bloody Tyrant, and 
contrary to other Hiſtorians brings him to an 
unfortunate End, he ſuppoſing him to be kill d 
by Alexander, Son to Lorenzo de Cipres his Se- 
Ccretary: 1n revenge of his Father, who was 
poyſon'd by him : and to compleat his Revenge 
he makes him firſt deny his Saviour in hopes 
of Life, and then ſtabs him, glorying that he 
had at once deltroyed both. Body and Soul. 
This Patlage 1s related 1n ſeveral Authors, as 
Bolton's Four laſt T hings, Reynolds of the Paſſi- 
ons, Clark's Examples, Wanley's Hiftory ; day 
For the true Story conſult Mariana de Reb. 
Hiſp. Lib.13. Clo. gx. Lows de Mayerne Þ ur- 
gnet. FliSt.Generak d Eſpagne Jab.12. R2ouvins 
AS12357, OC. | 

&lind Beggar of Alexandria, a Comedy, moſt 
pleaſantly diſcourſing his variable Humours 
1n diſguiſed ſhapes full of Conceit and Pleaſure: 


ſundry times publickly Aded in London, by | 


the Right Honourable the Earl of Notingham, 
Lord High Admiral his Servants, printed in 
quarto Zond. 1598. "This Play 1s neither di- 
vided into Afts nor Scenes, DE 


Buſſy 4 Amboiſe; a Tragedy often preſented || 
at Pauls, 1n the Reign of King James the Firſt: 
and ſince the Reitauration. of KingChþarles the 
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Second acted at the Theatre-Royal with'' good 
Applauſe. For the Plot ſee 7 huanus, eat 
De Serres, and eMezeray, wn the Reign of 
King Henry the Third: of: France. The In- 
trigue between Fuf/p and 7 amyra 1s:related by 
Roſſet in his Fiftoires Tragiques de notre temps, 
under the feign'd Names of Ly/ts (+. Sitite. 
Buſy . d' Amboiſe, \lhis Revenge, a Tragedy, 


| often preſented at the Private-houſe- in the 


White-Friars, printed in: quarto Lond. 1619. 
and dedicated to the.Right Virtuous and:Truly 

Noble Knight, Sr. Thomas Howard. "Fs Play 
1s far ſhort 1n value to the:former, :and was 
not received on the Stage. with that unzverial 
Applauſe; : Neither. is 1t fo ſtrictly foundedion 


Truth as the other : tho! theiAuthor (!} calls 


© them poor Envious Souls that cavil at'Truth's 


Cywant1n theſe natural Fictions : Material In- 


<{tru&ion, elegant and fententious: excitation 
* ro. Yartue;: and defiction from her-conrrary, 


© being 'the. Soul, Irmbs, and Iams of an Av: 


g* thentical Tragedy... 4 


Confpiracy and 'T; ragedy of Gi Sales Duke of 


Byron. Marſhal of .France;_.1n two. Plays, ated 
at the Plack-friars in the Reign of King ZFames 
the Firſt, printed 1n»quarto.\Lond. 1608: and 


Dedicated ' to his + Honourable and conſtant 
Friend Sr.T homas Hai/ingham, and tohis much 
Loved from his Birth, the right Toward and 


= Worthy Gentleman his Son, * homas Walſine- 
ham Elq; This Play 2s founded on Hiſtory 1n 


the Reign of Zenry IV.of France : and many 
(7 Epiftle Dacanry. ITT 


«alc 
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are the Authors that have mention'd the Mar- 
ſhal's Story. See Davila's Civil Wars of France, 
eMontluc's Memoires, eMezeray s Chron. Pierre 
Mathiew's Contin. of De Serres, 7 huannus, An- 
felmus Gemblacenſts, Scipion Dupletx, P. Ma- 
th1ew, "GC. | 
 \ Ceſar and Pompey, a Roman "Tragedy de- 
claring their Wars, out of whoſe Events 1s 
evicted this Propoſition, Only a Faft Man 7s a 
Freeman, printed in quarto Lond. '1631. and 
Dedicated to the Right Honourable, his ex- 
ceeding good Lord, the Ear] of Middleſex. 1 
cannot paſs by that our Author has here laid 
down the ſame Rule with Father Le Boſſz, the 
Learned regular Canon of St. : Genevzeve, (®) 
'That the Moral ought to be the foundation of 
a Play: Inſtruction being the chiet deſign of 2 
Poet.: As he ſays; Eapremzere cheſe par ont on 
doit commencer pour fair une Fable, eft de choiſtr 
PTnftruttion ty te pornt de Morale qui lay ' doit 
ſerur de fond, ſelon te deſiein oy la fin que Ton ſe 
propoſe. | 'Thas 15 that Paſſage which Mr. Dry- 
Aen hints at in his Grounds of Crt7c:/121n Tra- 


gedy (*) and tho' he-takes the French for his| 


Guide, I believe there: have not been wanting 
thoſe of our own Countrymen, who have been 


able to decide all Controverſies 1n Dramatack |} 


Poetry, as. well as Strangers. Many Authors 
have treated on this Story : See Suetonns's T ite 
of Fulins Ceſar. Plutarch's Lives of Pompey, 
Czar, and Cato, Yelleins Paterculus, Florus, 
D10n, and Lucan, who by lome is- rather 
m) Traite dis Puerze Ep194,e, libs 1. \ i .# 
Bd. and Creſſ ida. BLEs Vs To Sole 199 FO- 
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accounted . an | Hiſtorian than a Poet. 
Gentleman Uſher, a Comedy printed in quar- 
- © to Lond. 1606. I know not whether ever this 
. E Play was acted, but I have heard it. commend. 
8 <d by ſome, for a good Comedy, though it I 
may preſume to give my Opinion, 'tis but 
> zndifterent. 5 SHES 
ol AZumourous days Mirth, a Comedy *printed 
a as I am told 1n quarto, and a paflable . Play : 
4 © but this I muſt leave to thoſe who have read it. 
. = Maſque of the 'Two Honourable Houſes or 
7 fl Tans ot Court; the Midale-Temple and [.incolns 
dl {mn : Perform'd before the King at #h:7e-hall, 
e Non Shrove-monaay at Night, being thefifteenth 
) Rot February 1613. at the Princely Celebration 
of the Moſt Royal Nupuals of the Paljgrave, 
a Rand his thrice Gracious Princeſs Z/z2aberh,&c. 
2 With a deſcription of their whole 'Shew ; in 
- the manner of their March on Horſe-back to 
the Court from the Mafter of the Rolls his 
Houſe: with all. their Right Noble Conforts, 
/. Rand ſhewful Attendants: Invented; and Fa- 
\. ihion'd, with the ground and ſpecial ſtructure 
's Mot the whole-Work by our Kingdoms molt Art- 
g full and Ingenious Architect 71720 Jones. Sup- 
n plied, applied, digeſted, and written by. George 
| MB Chapman, printed 1n quarto Lond. 1614. and 
dedicated to the molt Noble and conſtant Com- 
@ I biner of Honorand Virtue, Sr. &dward Phillips, 
, i Hafter of the Rolls. At the end of the Maſque 
;, 75 printed an Zpithalamium called a Hymne 
r 9 Aymen for the moſt time-fitted Nuptials of 
— | our Thrice. Gracious Princeſs Elizateth, &c.. 
I kaye itto their Judgments who haye pe inks 
Ps TN1S 
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this Piece, to determine whether 1t anſwer the 
ſwelling Title-page, or whether the Authors 
Defence before the Maſque, be juſt and ſolid. 
 May-day, a Wutty Comedy, divers times. 
acted at the Z/ack-friars ; and printed in quarto 
Lond. 1811. 

Monſieur d'Olrwve, a Comedy ſundry times.| 
ated by her Majeſties Children at the Black 
Friars, printed 1n quarto Loud. 1606. *' | 

Revenge for Honor, a Tragedy printed 1n| 
quarto Lond. 1654. This Play I have ſeen 
ated many years ago at the \arſery 1n Barbican. f 

Temple, a Maſque which I never ſaw. _. 

Two Wiſe Men, and all the refF Fools, or a 
Comical Moral, cenſuring the Follies of: that 
Age, divers times.aCted, and printed 1n quarto 
Lond. 1619. The Prologue and Epilogue. to 
this Play are writ 1n Proſe, which-was praftic'd 
formerly by ſeveral of the Poets, as Ham 
Lily, in his Court Comedies, and others. 'But 
there 1s One thing 1n.this Play, far more re- 
markable ; that 1t 1s extended to Seven Acts: 
a thing which I never ſaw an any other, either 
in our own, or Forcign Languages, 'and which 
is dire(tly contrary to that Rule of Forace (*) 


Neve minor, neu fit quinto, produttior at7u 

Fabula, gue poſer vult fy ſpettata repont. 

ButI ſuppoſe this might rather be the Prin- 

ter's Ignorance, than the Poets Intention ; for 
certainly Mr. Chapmar better underſtood the | 

Rules of the Dramma: tho' IT am led only by 

Tradition to believe this Play to.be his; fince i 
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't1s publiſhed without any mention of the 'Au. 
thor, or the Place where 'twas printed. _ 

Widow's Tears, a Comedy often preſented 
in_ the Black and Yhrte-Friars: printed in 
quarto Lond. 1612. and dedicated to the right 
Virtuous and truly Noble Gentleman Zohn Reed 
of Mitton, 19 the County of Gloucefter, Eq. 
The Plot of Zyſander 'and Cynthia 1s borrow'd 
| from Petronias Arbyters Satyricon, being the 

W Story of the Matron of Epheſus related b 
Fumolpus : a Story fince handled by ſeveral 
other Pens, as Zanus Douſa the Father, in his 
Notes on this Story, and Gabbema in the laſt 
Edition of Petronms : who obſerve, That 1t 
was tranilated into Latine Verle by Romulus, 
| an Antique Gramarian; that 1t was tranſlated 
from the German - Language 1nto Latine : and 
into French Rhime by Hebertus. We have it 
not only 1n the Seven Wife MaFters, a Book 
vulgarly known, and which, if I may believe 
my Author, 1s a tranſlation of Modinus, who 
new modell'd the Story, and publiſht his Yer- 
11on under this Title Zadus ſeptem Sapientum, 
de Aftret reg adoleſcentis, educatione, periculis, 
&c. But alſo Thave read the fame Story with 
little alteration in the Centro Novelle Antiche df 
Carlo Gualteruzzg, Nov. Fi. We. have it like- 
wile much 1mprov'd,with a Philoſophical Com- 
ment upon it, by a Countryman of' our own, 
under the Title of the #phc/ian Matron, prin- 
© tcd in oftavo Loud. 1668. and ethers. 
Theſe are all the Plays which I know of, 
that are publiſht under our Authors name, eX- 
cept a Play which Thave already mention'd,vis. 


D Laſt- 
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Eaſtward-Ffoe, a Comedy play'd in the B/ack I | 
Friars,by the Children of her Majeſties Revels: 
made by George Chapman, Ben Johnſon,and John 
Marſton, printed in quarto Lond. 1605. This 
Play was writ ſhortly after Decker's Weſtward 
Hoe, as you may ce by the Prologue which 1s 
writ in Blank Verſe. 'The Play itſelf hath 
lately appear'd on the preſent Stage, being re- 
vivd by Mr. Tate under the Title of Cuckold's i 
#1: auyen. - 
Mr. Phillips, I know not why, has omitted} 
half this Authors I is as you may ſee in hisÞ 
Account of the eMoaern Poets, p. 53. 0 
Having given an Account of his Plays, TI am 
now to {peak of his other Works, which wereſ 
not in thoſe days accounted leſs eminent : par-| 
ticularly his Verſion of all Homer's Works ;| 
viz. His //iaas, Oayſſes, and what he calls The 
Crown of all his Works, his Batracomyomachia, 
or The Battle of Frogs and Mice, together with| 
his Hymns and Epigrams. It it be urg'd by 
ſome that he has been ſince out-done by Mr. 
Ogleby 1n the Two former, 1t 1s chiefly to be 
a{crib'd to the 11] choice of his meaſure of Verſe, ; 
and the obſolete Expreſſions in uſe in his time, 
and beſides Tranſlation was then, as I may ſay, 
1n 1ts Infancy. However I-,think Mr. Oplely 
himſelf has fince been as far exceeded by the 
exact and curious Pen of Mr. Hobbs: and for 
tor his {nor Poems, they have never been at- 
tempted by any other Pen that I know of. To 
theſe I muſt add his Tranſlation of He/rod; 
his Ring Muſeus his Erotopegnion, or The 
Loves of Fiero and Leander, a Piece begun by 
_ Chrt 
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Chriftopher Marlve; his Andromeda hberata wath 
a Vindication of the ſame; all which ſpeak 
his Induſtry at leaſt, if not his Ingenuity : and 
how ſlight an Opinion ſoeyer this Age may 
entertain of his Tranſlations,, I find. them 
highly extoll'd in an Old Copy call'd a Cenſure 
of the Poets: which having ſpoke of the Emi- 
nent Dramatick Poets, as Shakeſpear, Zohnſon, 
Daniel, &c. it adds of Tran{lators as follows, 
placing our Author 1in the hir{t Rank. 


Others again there lrved in my days, 

T hat have of us deſerved no leſs Praiſe 

tor their 1 ranſlations, than the damtieſt Wit, 
T7 hat ou Parnailus thinks he high doth /it,, 
And fer a Claim may 'mongft the Muſes call, 
As the moſt curious Maker of them all ; 

Hirſt reverend Chapman,who hath brought tous 
Muſzus, Homer, and Heliodus, 
Out of the Greek; and by his skill hath rear d 
T hem to that height,and to our tongue indear'd, 
T hat were thoſe Poets at this day alive ; 

To fee therr Books, that with us thus ſurvive ; 
They #think, haumg neglefed them ſo long, 
They had been written m the Engliſh Tongue. 


Sr Aſton Cokain. 


A Gentleman that in the Reign of K. Charles 
the Second, liv'd at {/bbourn, a Market-town 
in Darby-ſhire,(ſituate between the River Dove 
and Compton). He was of an Ancient Family, 
as Mr. Cambden obſerves in the Entrance of 
his Deſcription of Darby-ſhire. Nay further 
Mr.ohn Cokain of Ruſhton (our Authors Kan: 

Te Ea nan 
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'man and Couſin-German to the Lord Obrian 
-Cokain, Viſcount Cu/len in [reland) had an An. 
*ctent | Evidence to | prove that Sr.------ Cokamm 
| their Predeceſor was anciently allyed to King 
William the Conqueror, and in thoſe days 
Tbvedat Hemmingham-Caſtle in Efſex. (?) Buth 
whether our Author tetcht his Pedigree from| 
ſo Ancient a Stock os no; certain 1t 1s, that hef 
was well deſcended, and had a Liberal Edu:-| 
cation beſtowed on him, being in his youth] 
bred in Trmmzy College, in Cambridge, and when 
he was about Four: and "Twenty years ol Age, 
he was ſent to make-a Journey through France 
and. /*a/y, which he compleated in a Twelve-| 
months {pace, 4. 1632. an Account of whichf 
he has writ to his,Son (4). He was very muchſ 
addicted to Books, and: the ſtudy of. Poetry; 
ſpending moſt of his time 1n the Muſes com- 
pany. Amonglit his other Poetical Producti-Þ 
ons, he has written Three Plays, and a.Maſqueſ 
which are in print; of which take the follow-# 
ing Account. EINE £ 
Maſque preſented at Bretbie in Darby-ſhire, 
on Tweltth-Night 1639. This Entertainment| 
has hitherto been omitted 1n all former Cata- 
logues, as I ſuppoſe through an Over-ſight, it 
being but ſhort, and. printed in the body of the 
Aurhor's Poems, (* ) amongſt others of a differ 
ent Nature. It was preſented, (as I find upon 
peruſal] of 1t) betore the Right -Honourabl:| 
Phillip the tirlt Farl of Cheſterfield, and his] 
*Counteſs, 'T'wo of their Sons aCting in it, The 
diverſion terminated 1n a Ball. CONES 
TO SFO Erin 777. PEERT Fe 
'P bas (r) See pag. : 18, ts Ob- 
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Ob/Linate Lady, a Comedy, printed ain oQayo, 
Lond. 1658:. This Play, wath other” Poems 
were left in the Guſtody of a Friend, at the. 
Author's Removal. from 'Zaudon, who dying, 
they were, di{perſt into ſeveral Hands. One Mr., 
William Godbid, (a Bookle]ler as I ſuppole) got 
this Play into his Hands, and tho' he gR 
imperfe&, the laſt Leaf being wanting, where= 
in were the Authors Concluſion and Epilogue : 
he procured ſome of his Acquaintance to ſup- 
ply that, defe&, and fo. printed it... And tho' 
this Comedy: were. very much of, .it writ in 
Number (as the Author calls 1t), he put.1t 
forth as if the moſt part of 1t were Proſe. In, 
this Edition you have:that defe&t much amend. 
ed, and the Authors own Concluſion, and Ep1- 
logue added. Sr. Aſton's Obſtinate Rady, ems 
to be Couſin-German- to. Maſſmeger's Very Ha- 
271 ; as they that,will compare Don John, An- 
zonio, and Almira, with Carionial and Lacora 10 
this Play, may eaſtly perceive. _ _ 


” 


Oud's Trageay, printed in oftavo Lond. 1 669. 


| This Play was printed ſince . the reſt of his 


Works, tho.'tis frequently bound with them. 
I know not why the Author gave this Play the 
Title of Ovid's Tragedy, except that he lays the 
Scene 1n 7 omos, and brings him to fall. down 
dead with griet at. the News he received from 


& Rome, in light of the Audience: otherwiſe 


he has not much buſineſs on the Stage, and the 
Play ought rather to have taken the Name from 
Baſſanes Jealouſy, and the diſmal effects there- 
of, the murther of his new Bride Clorina, and 
his Friend Pyronzyus. But this 1s an Error 

Do | which 


- An Account of the 
which Beaumont and Fletcher have heretofore 
committed, ('as Mr. Rimer (*) has obſerv'd.) in 
the King and no King, and therefore the more 
excuſable in our Author. The paſſage of Cap- 
tain Hannbal's inviting the bead Carcaſs of | 
Hetvidits to Supper, 15 poſhbly borrow'd from 
the Tralian' Play called 77 4therſto Fulmmato, 
_ to which Language our Author was no Stran- 
ger'; and on which Foundation the Cataſtrophe Þ 
of the Lzbertine 1s built. þ » 
| Trapolin creduto Principe, or Trapolin ſuppos'd 
2 Prince, an Italian Tragi-comedy, printed 1n | 
oQavo Lond. 1658. The Deſign of this Play, | 
the Author borrow'd from One which he ſaw, | 
or rather heard, twice Aﬀted in Yenice during} 
his abode in that City; fiticehe buult this on 
that Foundation: So that as he pleads in his 
Prologue 1t 15 no Tranſlation. This Play was 
reviv'd on our Stage lince the King's Return, 
and a new Prologue writ by Duffet, printed in| 
his Poems pag. 82, and has ſince that, been al- 
ter'd by Mr. Tate, and ated at the Theatre in 
Dor ſet-Garden 1685. ho _ 
_ Mr. Phihps (*) and Mr. FW inftankey (*) have} 
committed miſtakes in this Author, having 
omitted the Tragedy of Ovid, and plac'd twof 
anonymous Plays t9 him, which I dare be confi-| 
dent are none of his; wiz. Tber/ites, and Ty- Y 
ranical Government. All his Poems being col-| 
le&ed, and publiſht together, in oftavo Lond 
1669, by Mr. Arkmar, who knew Plays fat 
better than either of theſe Authors. 
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Having given you this Account of hig Plays 
T am next to ſpeak of his other Poems, an 
Pieces, but ſince the Author has reckon'd theny 
up in Verſe, in an Epigram (*) direQed to his 
Honoured Friend, Major Ham Warner, 1 
ſhall tranſcribe his Fear, 59g which may 1n- 
form the Reader of his Stile, as well as his 
Poems. 


Plays, Fclogues, Songs, a Satyr [ have 1orit, 

A Remeay for thoſe 1th amorons Fit, 

Love Elegtes, and Funeral Elegies, 

Letters of things of ders Qualities, 

EncomiaFtick Lines to Works of ſome, 

ArMaſque, and an Epithalamium, 

Two Books of Epigrams: All which 7 mean 

Shaſh (in this Polume) come upon the Scene ; 

Some Diume Poems, which when firſt I came 
 ToCambridge 7 writ there, 7 need not name; 

Of Dianea, (7) neither my Tranſlation, 

Omitted here as of another Faſhion. 

For Heavens ſake name no more you ſay, I 


cloy you, 
1 ao obey you; Therefore (Friend) Goa bavy you. 


Edward Coox £/q; 


A Gentleman of whom I can give no other 
account, than that he has publiſht a Play call'd 
Love's Triumph, or T he Royal Union, a Tragedy 
in Heroick Verſe, never ated, but printed 1n 
quarto Lord. 1678. and dedicated to her High- 
neſs, the Moſt Illuſtrious MA RY Princeſs of 


_ (x) Epigy. L. 2. E pe 124. (y) A Romance Translatced from 


the Italian of Gioyann Frenciſco Lovedanoe 


E4::: Orange. 
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Orange. This Play 18 founded on Caf/aidra, 
a fam d Romance, as you will find by reading 
Part 5th, Book 4th, to. the End. rt ang 


\.*\.. John. Coox: 
The Author of a Play call'd Grenw's Tt Oo: 
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is Tu Qoque ; Mr. Heywood (*) gives hith this 
Character, © That there was not an AQtor of 
Chis Nature 1n his 'Time of better ability in 
*performance of what he undertook, more ap- 
©plauded by the Audience, of greater Grace at 
© the Court,or of more:general Love 1n theCity. 

At the Entrance of this Play 1s a Diſticl, 
which Mr. /"nſtanley apples to Mr. Robert 
Green, (of whom TI ſhall give an account in his 
proper place : ) tho' had he put on his SpeCta- 
cles he would have found 1t printed thus ; 


Upan the Death of 7 homas Green. 
How faſt bleak Autumn changeth Flora's dye, 
Hhat yeſterday was (Green) now's ſear and arp. 

John CoREY. 

7 Adentleman who 1s pleas'd to ſtile himſelf 
Z the Author of a Play calld 7he Generous Ene- 
= mics, of The Ridiculous Lovers, a Gomedy acted 
Z at the Theatre-Royal by his Majeſties Servants, 
Z and printed in quarto 20rd. 1672. "Tho' he 
has ſo little ſhare 1n 1t; that we may juſtly ſay 
, of him, as Appohedorus the Athenian ſaid of the 

| Books of Obry/ippus - If a Man ſhould extra 
Z the: things which he | hath borrow'd from 
© others, the Paper would be left blank. To 

| Prove this I ain to acquaint the Reader, that 
this Play, like a Botcher's Cuſhion 1s made out 
of ſeveral Pieces ; he having ſtollen from Four 
| Eminent Poets; Fletcher, and Randolph ; Th. 
 Corneille; and Quinault., The chief Deſign of 

(z) Epiſtle to the Reader. ER | 


"the 
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the Play, that of the Generous Enemies, 1s bor. 
row'd from Qumault's {a Genereuſe [ngratt- 
zride, as will be evident to thoſe who will 


compare the CharaQers of Don Alvarez, and | 
Signtor Flaminio, with thoſe of the French | 
Legrp and Abencerage; Semena 11 Diſguiſe under | 
the Name of Z:ſander, with Zelmaa under the} 
Name of Ormzn, &c. For the K:aicnlous L0-Þ 
_ 2ers ; "tis chiefly borrow'd from a Comedy of 
Th. Corneille's call'd D. Sertran ae Cigarral, | 
which Play 1s founded on a Spaniſh Comedy | 
written by . D. Franciſco de Roxas, and tiled, 
Entre bobos anda el juezo. The Quarrel be-F 
tween Fertran and Robatzy 1n the fifth ACE, 15Þ 
ſtollen verbatim from Love's Prulerimage, AC 2.| 
Sc. 1. and Ad 3. Sc. 3. The teity Humour of 
Sertran to his: Servants in the third At, ol 


” aA = aa a aa 3A = 


part of 1t taken from the Muſes Lookeng-glaſs. ll 5 


AQ 2. Sc.'t. ACE. 3. Sc. 3. and 4. 
Charles Corron F/q; 


- . An Ingemious Gentleman Jately (853 an 


inform'd) Deceas'd, who ſometimes 
Seresford 1n the County of Stafford. He was 


an excellent Lyrick Poet, but particularly fa-| 
mous tor Burleſque Verſe : but mention'd here} 


on account of a "Tranſlation. of his call'd, 


Eorace, a French Tragedy of Monſieur Cor- 


neille, printed in quarto Lond. 1671. and dedi- 
cated to his Dear Silter Mrs. Stanhope F{utchin-| 
fon. This Play was ficſk finiſhed in I66F. (2) : | 


f But neither at that time, nor of ſeveral years 


—— —— _ — 


(x) Sec the Epiſtle to the Readers 
Cafter 


welt at! 
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exfter, was it intended for the publick view s 
<;t being writ for the private divertiſement of 
*2 fair young Lady, and ever fimce 1t hall the 
honor firſt to kiſs Fer Hands, ſo intirely- hers, 
T that the Author did not referve ſo much 'as 
© the Proulon to himſelf. However the | being 
© prevail'd upon tho' with fome difheulty to 
*91ve her conſent, 1t was printed in 020.1670. 
I ſhall not extol, or particulariſe the Excel- 
lencies of this Play in the Original; *tis ſuſhe1- 
ent to tell you,thart the French Author thought 
1t might paſs for the beſt of his Produdtions if 
the three laſt Afts had been equal-to the two 
Firit: and this he {ays was the general _ 
On, as you may read 1n the beginning. of h1s 
Examen of this Play. (*) As to the Perior- 
mance of this our Countryman, notwithſtand- 
ing his Modeſty, and Generofity in giving the 
preference to Madam Phillips her 'Tranlation, 
I think 1t no ways 1nferior to 1t, at lealt, I 
Z dare aver that it far tranſcends that Verſion 

= publiſht by Sr. 7am Lower. 14.0 
The Plot of this Play, as far as it 1s founded 
| on Hiſtory, may be read 1n ſeveral Authors. 
See Ly, tib.1, Florns, tb.'t. c. 3. Diony/ius 

S ZZalicarnaſſans, &c. 

| There are other Works of this Author's 
| writing, which ſpeak him a great Wit, and 
| Maſter of an excellent Fancy and Judgment : 
© Such as his Poem call'd The Fonders of the 


2 Peak, printed 1n octavo Lord. 1681. His Bur- 


| leſque Poems call'd, Scarronides, or Virgil Tra- 
veſtie, a mock Poem, on the firſt and fourth 
; (b) Setheatre de Corneilles tomy © 


Books 


76 on dicount of the 

Books, of ,F7rgiÞ's nes, printed 1n -oftave 
Lowd.678...Tho' the Title ſeems to imply as 
it this Poem were an Imitatton of Scarron,; who 
has tran{Jated Faxght Books of Fire 1n the {ſame 
mauner, ,vet thoſe who will compare both 
theſe; Pieces, will poltibly find that he has not 
only;exceeded the French, but all others that 
have attempted 1n that kind, to the reſerve of 


the incomparable Butler, the fam'd Anthor of | 
Hadibrgs,: and I think we may with little va- 
riation' apply the following Tetraſtick written 


by Scarroz's Uncle! to this'our Author. | 


S: puntanomne:tulit, qui miſcuit atile'dults | 


 Ladendoferibens ſeria, quid meruit? 
Vire1tt mranaa legens, riacre jubetur, 


2 - F706 deber, Cotton, Ang/ica Muſa tibi. ' | 


lame Subject, printed in oftayo Lond. 1676: 


and 
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and dedicated to that Virtuous Many the'com- 
mon Father of alF Anglers. ' This'Book is not 
unworthy the peruſal of the gravelſt Men that 
are Lovers of this innoccnt Reereation, and 
thoſe who are not Anglers, but have'ai taſt of 
Poetry, may find Mr. Cov770n's Character better 
deſcrib'd by himſelf, ina Copy of-Verſes(prin- 
ted at the-end of that Book) called: 7-e Retire. 
ment, than any that I might preſent the Reader 
taken either from Colonel Zovelace, Sv. Ajtor 
Cokain, Robert Herri:k Filgq; or Mr. Alexander 


S Brome ; all which have writ Verſes 1n our Au- 


thor's praiſe, but 1n my poor judgment far 
ſhort of theſe S/anzes [rregulers, where (as 
Mr.W/alten (*) truly ſays) the Reader may lee 1o 
Z good a Picture of our Author's mind, thatif he 
E be bleſt with a generous Soul, it will cauſe 
= him to loye him, (and his Memory )the beter. 


Abraham CowWLEY. 


= T have generally hitherto contented my ſelf 
| with giving a ſuccin& Account of each Au- 
thors Aﬀairs of Laie, or Family : and choice ra- 
ther to enlarge on their Works : but Mr.Cow/e 
was a Perſon of ſo great Merit and Eſteemin the 
| world when Living; and his Memory 1o frefh 
in the minds of Learned Men, that I am oblig'd 
| not to paſs him ſlightly over. *T1s. true my 
Predeceffors 1n this Work, I mean Mr.Phi/lips 
and Mr. V7nftaniey, have given but an 1mper- 
tec account of Him, or his Writtngs::- but as. I 
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78 An Account of the 
propoſe not them for my Pattern in thas Sub. 
jeR, ſo I nwſt publickly own, that I have fo 
great 12 Veneration for the Memory of this il c, 
great:Man, that methinks his very Name ſcems Il c 
an Ornament to my Book, and deſerves to be lf <| 
ſetinthe belt Light I can place xt. Wherelore 
I ſhall be as careful in copying his Picture from Wc; 
his Writings, as an Artiſt would be 1n hitting Wc, 
the Features of his Sovereign. | 

To begin fir{t with his Birth ; the place of i x 
his Nativity was Zondon, and the time whichWW © 


made his Yirtuous Parents happy in ham, was W « 
the year of our Lord 1618. 'Tho' his Mother Wc] 
had no preſcience like aza the Parent of the <, 
great /7rgil, (who the Night betore her de-W c : 
livery dreamt ſhe brought forth a ſprig ofWc\ 
Lawrel, which upon the ſetting forthwith be-M « ( 
came a Tree; ) yet it may be ſaid, that this ourW< 
Engliſh Marogrew ripe with equal {peed,as that «| 
famous Poplar Bough ned at the Roman nc 
Poets Birth, ſprung up into a beautiful tallWc{ 
Tree, which overtopt ſeveral others of far ri-Mcc 
per Age. /7rg:/ at Thirteen years of Age be-W : 
gan his Studies at Man ; but this our AuthorfW : 
writ his 'Tragical Hiſtory of Pyramus andiMW* a 
Thiſbe, when he was but Ten years old ; his ch 
Conſtantia and Philetus at Twelve; and atMith 
Thirteen had publiſht not only theſe but ſevc-IWl ye 
ral other Poerical Blofſoms, (*) which ſufficient- th 
ly prov'd the pregnancy of his Wit: and all w 


this, whillt he was yet but a c/ftminſter Schol-l 

lar ;- before he could ſay with Favenal, (*-) | 

Et nos ergo manum ferulze ſubduximus----- 

* (4) The Title of his Book. GG) $a, i, OO WM 
No! 
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Nor is the Character he gives of himſelf leſs 
full of Admirawon ; ('). © That even when he 
© was a very young, Boy at School, inſtead of 
© running about on Holidays, and playing with 
© his Fellows, he was wont to ſtea] from them; 
©:nd walk into the Fields, either alone with 
©2 Book; or with ſome One Companion, 11 he 
© could-find any of the ſame Temper. 

His firſt Inclinations to Poetry, proceeded 
from his falling by chance on Spencer's Fairy 
®ween, (8) *With which he was 10 inhnately 
© delighted, and which by degrees fo fall'd his 
© head with the tinkling of the Rhime, and 
© dance of the Numbers, that he had read him 
©21l over before he was Twelve years old, and 
© was thus made a Poet as 1mmediately as 2 
E< Child 1s made an Funuch. Thus he gradualy 
E*< grew up to that maturity both of Fancy and 
W © ]udgment,that (1n the opinion of a great Man 
E now living, (*) *©Whoever would do him right, 
i © !hould not only equal him to the principal An- 
Ec cient Writers of our own Nation, but ſhould 
©2lfo rank his Name amons[t the Authors of 


this Worthy Perſon, and Excellent Poet, but 
the general Opinion of the Waits of both Uni- 
verfities, and which will appear obvious to A/Z 
that ſhall diligently read his Works : molt of 
which were wrt, or at leaſt deſign'd whilſt he 
was of Trinity Colledge in Cambridge, and of 
which I ſhall giye a ſuccin Account, begin- 
WH () Ef:y of Himſelf, pig. 143. (8) 1dem p. 144 (1) Dr. 
| Splat, See his Life iN ; mg PIR l 
ng 


the rue Antiquity, the beſt of the Greeks, 
[*and Romans. Nor 1s this the ſence only of 
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ing firſt with his Engliſh Plays, which are 
Three 1n Number, 272. ' # 
Guardian, a Comedy printed in quarto Lond. 
1650. *Made (ſays the Author (i) ) and acted 
before the Prince, or rather neither made nor} 
e afed, but rough-drawn only, and repeated ; tor 
the haſt was ſo great, that 1t could neither 
he reviſed, or perfeFed by the Author, nor 
EJearned without Book by the Actors, nor ſet 
e forth in any Meaſure tolerably by the Officers 
© of the Colledge. | : 
This Mr. Cowley thought fit to acquaint the Þ 
Prince with, in the Prologue which was 1{po-Þþ 
ken to him at that time : as the Reader may|| 
ſee by the following Lines, being part of it. Þ 
Accept our haſty Zeal ; a thing that's play 4 
Fre tis a Play, andatted ere tis made. 
Oar gnorance, but our Duty too, we ſhow: Þ 
1 would all ignorant People would do ſo. , 
At other times, expe our Wit and Art ; 
7 his Comedy is a&#2d by the Heart. 


t After the Repreſentation (the Author tells ; 
us (*) he beganto look 1t over, and changed 
E1t very much, {triking out ſome whole Parts, | 
Cas that of the Poe?, and the Souldier ; but he 
having loſt the Copy, duriſt not think 1t de- 
& {ery'd the pains to write 1t again, which made 
him omit 1t 1n the publication of his Works 
Cjn Folio; though (atthat time he acknow- WM 
© ledg'd) there were ſome things 1n it, which 
Che was not aſham'd ol, taking the Excuſe of} 
$his Age when he made 1t. Bur as 1t was he 


———— ——— ww <> cv A — 


(i) Preface to his Works, Pag. 2, (k) Idem, 


C1(- 
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accounted it only the haſty firſt-/etting of a 
Pure, and therefore like to reſemble him 
<accordingly. 
This Comedy, notwithſtanding Mr.Cowley's 
modeſt Opinion of it, was acted* not only at 
Cambridge, but ſeveral times after that private- 
 /y, during the prohbz710n of the Stage, and ajter 
the King's Return, publickly at Dab/n, and 
never fa1i'd of Applauſe. This I ſuppole put 
our Author upon reviſing it; and there being 
8 many things 2n it which he di{lik't; and finding 
L himſelf at leiſure in the Country, he felhupon 
S altring it almoſt throughout; and then per- 
Y mitted 1t to appear publickly on the Stage, un- 
& der a new Title, as indeed 'twas 1n a manner 
a new Play, calling 1t 
Cutter of Coleman-ſtreet, aQed at his Royal 
= Highneſs's Theatre, printed in quarto Lond. 
Z 1663. This Play met with ſome Oppoſition, 
Y at 1ts Repreſentation under this new Name, 
2 from ſome who envyed the Authors unſhaken 
Loyalty to the Prince, and the Royal Cauſe, in 
the worſt of Times; but afterwards I ſuppoſe 
the Authors Preface { to which I refer the 
Reader) difpell'd all thoſe Clouds rais'd by the 
8 Faction; and I have ſeen 1t acted with uni1- 
verſal Applauſe: andI believe generally ſpeak- 
1ng, all unbyaſs'd Judges that have read, or ſeen 
1t acted, will giveit the Approbation of an ex- 
| cellent Comedy : and for thoſe who are unſa- 
usfied concerning his Fidelity to his King, I 
| mult refer them to that admirable Detence 
writ by the Reverend Biſhop of Rocheſter (*) in 
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behalf of this excellent Man, it being too co- 


ptous to be inſerted here. 
Love's Riddle, a Paſtoral Comedy, written 
at his time of being King's Scholar, in Yes. 


minſter School ; printed firit with his Poetical P 


Bloſſoms, in quarto Lond. 1633. but ſince prin- 
ted 1n the Second Volume of his Works, in Fol. 
Lond. 1681. and dedicated by a Copy of Verſes [ 
to the truly Worthy and Noble Sr. Keneln | 
Digby. If this Play be confider'd, according to 
the Authors years at that time, twill certainly 
be allow'd ſtandard; or at leaſt needs no other 
Apology then what the Author makes for it in | 
his Dedication to his Patron : 7 
Take it as early Fruits, which rare appear, 5 
T hough 0? half ripe, but worſt of all the year, 
And if it pleaſe your Taſte, my Muſe will [ay, 
7 he Birch which crown'd her then, is grown a 


Bay. 


It might be expeCted that I ſhould give ſome Þ 
Account either of the Plots of theſe Plays, or 
whence he has borrow'd : but let thole that 
think ſo,be ſatisfied from the Famous Denham's 
Character, That he is not an Author of that Þþ 
Stamp. .1 hope it will not be thought Foreign 
to my purpole, to tranſcribe part of that Gopy 
which he writ on this Admurable Poets Deat 
and Burial amongſt the Ancient Poets. The 
whole Copy deſerves to be engraved in Braſs ; 
but I ſhall here-tranſ{cribe only what 1s to our 


purpoſe ; (®) 


Ard 


(nm) Denham's Poems, pe 93s 


ou 
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Old Mother Wit, and Nature gave 
Shakeſpear, and Fletcher, all they have ; 
{n Spencer, and in Johnſon, Art, 
Of /lower Nature got the ſtart ; 
But both in him ſo equal are, 
None knows which bears the happy ſt ſhare ; 
To him no Author was unknown, 
Tet what he wrote was all his own ; 
He melted not the ancient Gold, 
Nor with Ben Johnſon did make bold 
To plunder all the Roman Stores 
Of Poets, and of Orators : 
Horace his F777, and Yirgil's State, 
He aid not ſteal, but emulate, 
And when he would hike them appear, 
T heir Garb, but not their Chaths, aid wear. 


j As to his other Works 1n Engliſh, they con- 
# fiſt both of Verſe and Proſe; amongſt which 
) are his Love Verles, call'd 7 he Miftreſs ; which 
were firlt printed in oftavo Lond. 1647. from 
| 2 Correct Copy written by the Author himſelf, 
E and fince they are printed 1n Folio, with ſeve- 
| ral of his other Pieces. Theſe Poems are high- 
ly applauded by the generality of judicious 
| Men, and notwithſtanding the nice ſcrupies of 
& ſome, 1t 1s an undeniable Truth which the 
knowing Writer of his Life lays down, (") 
©'That never yet fo much was written on a Sub- 
| © 1e&t ſo Delicate, that can leſs offend the ſe- 
' | © vereſt rules of Morality. 

© LT dare notpreſume to give a particular Cha- 
= Tacter of his Works: therefore I ſhall refer 


(n) Dc his Lites p, TH 


F- 2 them 
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them to the large Account of his Life, written 
by the exact and 1ngenious Author above. 
mentioned, or to the Readers own judgment, 
They conſiſt of Miſcellanies, Anacreontiques, 
and Pindariques; or ſome Copies of Verſcs| 
tranſlated Paraphraſtically out of Anacreon and Ml * 
P7naar : on the later he has writ Notes, as re. 
plete with Learning, as his Odes with Wit and - 
Fancy, and which moſt admirably explain cheſf 
moſt difficult and abſtruſe Paſlages. 'Þ| 
Beſides theſe he has publiſht an Epique Poenf = 

call'd Daviders, a Sacred Poentof the Troubles 
of David, 1n Four Books : tho' deſign'd by thei 
Author to be continu'd and extended toTwelvel 4 
not for the Tribes ſake, but in imitation ot 
Virgil. As 1t 18 a great oricf to the Lovers ofſÞ 
Poctry, that he j1v'd not to finiſh the Work; 
lo 'tis the Opinion of an eminent Critick, (*)| 
©'That as 1t may be lamented, that he carried y 

* not on the Work 1o far as he deſign'd, ſo 1 
* might he wiſhr that he had liv'd to Revit 
© what he did leave us: I think the Troubles 
© of David is neither Title nor Matter proper 
© for an Heroick Poem; ſeeing 1t 1s rather the 
© Actions than his Sufferings, that make an 
© Heroe : nor can 1t be defended by Homer's 
Oayfici erslinceUlyſſes's Sufferings conclude with 

* one great and pertect Achon. Yet notwith-| 
ſtanding, this | J{GIOus Author allows, That Þ 
<in the Davideis (Fragment and imperfedl as 


©1t 1s) there ſhines ſomething of a more fine, 
© more free, more new, and more noble air, than | 


— 


"78) Mr, Rymer' s Pref. to Arifoile*s Treatilc > Poeſy. 
"Ih 


Dramatick Poets, 85 


e appears in the Z7reruſalem of Tafſo, which for 
call h:s care, is ſcarce pertealy purg'd irom 
©Pedantry. And after all ſays, © That n the 
© Lyrick way however Cowley far exceeds him, 
Z <and all the reſt of the Italians. Tho' 7acobus 
Philippus Tomaſinus, Laur. Craſſo, and other 
| great Men give Zaf/ſo an extraordinary Cha- 
© racer. But to return to our Author, what- 
2 ever faults Mr. Cowley may have committed in 
2 the Oeconomy of his Poem, (as Mr. Rymer 
Z reckons up others) 1t 1t be confider'd, © That 
= he writ the greateſt part of it, (as the Au- 
= <thor of his Life obſerves) whilſt he was a 
| © young Student 1n 7 rmzy Colledge in Cam- 
9 bridge, and withal refle& on the vaſtneſs of 
7 ©the Argument, and his manner of Handling 
| ©it, he may ſeem like one of the Miracles he 
© there adorns, /ike a Boy attempting Gohah. 
4 The reſt of his Verſes are written on ſeveral 
By Occaſions, and for what remains unſpoken of 
Z 12 his Second Volume, they are Verſes which 
2 he made when he was a King's Scholar, and 
© to which he gave the Title of Sp/ua. | 
= Asto his * ah in Engliſh Proſe, they are 
z Diſcourſes by way of Etlays, upon grave. and 
# lerious Subjefts ; where he gives the trueſt 
| and beſt CharaQter of himſelf, and his thoughts 
q during his Retirement. 'Theſe, with ſeveral 
others which he deſign'd to add ; he intended 
$ | had not Death prevented him, to have dedica- 
| ted to his old Patron the Earl of St. Albans, 
* As a Teſtimony of his entire Reſpe&s to him: 
"and a kind of Apology for having left hu- 
: mane Aﬀairg in the ſtrength of his Age, while 
F 3 the 


$6 An Account of the 
© he might ſti]] have been ſerviceable to his 
* Country. But notwithſtanding h1s Death, his 
intentions are made good by his worthy Friend 
the careful Overſeer of his Writings, who has 
paid 1h this Legacy Aony to the will andſi 
intention of the deceaſed Teſtator. : 
His Latine Works contain the two former 
Books of his Davidezrs ; a Latine Comedy call dl 
Naufraginm Peculare, which was ated beiorei 
the Univerſity of Cambriaze by the Members oth 
Trinity Colledge, the ſecond day of February 
1638. and his Poemata Latma, printed 1n octai8 
vo 1668. conſiſting of Six Books of Plants, 
and One of Miſcellanies; of whoſe ſeveral 
CharaCter, you will find an account in his Lafe:Þ 


moit eminent Rank, both for Birth and Virtue. 


'The late Duke of Buckneham his Noble F Hens 
an 
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and Patron, has erected a Magnificent Monu- 
ment over his Aſhes in teſtimony of his AE 
feftion ; whoſe Sculpture you may ſee at the 
beginning of his Second Volume. Tho'I take 
it for granted that every Lover of Poetry hath 
Z the Works of this Worthy Ornament of our 
Z Nation : (ſince 1n my weak judgment, what 
= was faid of Urjfe's Aſiran, by the great Car- 
7 dinal R:chlzeu, may more truly be ſaid of our 
Authors Works, That he was not fit to be ad- 
nutted into the Academy, who had not. been 
before well read in Aftrea :) yet ſince his Epi- 
© taph may prove an Embellſhment to this 
& Work, I ſhall tranſcribe at. 
£ ABRAHAMUS COWLEIUS, 
 Anglorum Pindaraus, Flaccus, Maro, 
Delicie, Decus, Deſiderium Avi ſu, 
| Hic juxta fitus eff. 
Aurea dum volitant late tua ſcripta per orbem 
Et Fama eternum vivis Divme Pocta, | 
Hic placida jaceas requie, Cuſloaiat urnam 
Cana fides vigtlentque perenni lampade Muſe ; 
g91t facer iſte Locus, Nec quis temerarius auſit 
aacrilegs turbare manu Yenerabile Buftum. 
Tutatti maneant, maneant per ſecula Dalcts 
COULET cmeres, ſerventque immobile ſaxum. 
| ge Yovet 


Ss Potumg; ſuum apud Poſteros ſucratum eſſe voluit, 
| Raz viro [ucomparabi poſſuit ſepulcrale marmor 
| GEORGIUS DUX BUCKINGHAMLE. 


Exceſſut e vita An.Ef. 4.9. & honorifica porpa 
elatus ex Ed. Buckinghamianis, viris THuſtri- 
| bus omnium Ord. exſequias celibrantibus,ſepultus 
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_  T forgot to acquaint the Reader, that there 

have been two Pieces fallly aſcrib'd to this Au- 
thor, One a Poem call'd 7 he Tron Ape, which 
- was publiſht during our Authors reſidence 1n 
France, on which he himſelf has ſharply re- 
fleted at the Entrance of his Preface to his 
Works. The other Poem 15 father'd upon him 
by Mr. Philips and Mr. Vinſtanky, which they 
call Antonins and Meltida, which 1n truth 1s 
not a Poem, but a Play in 'T'wo Parts, written 
by 7ohn Marſton. Tho'T can give no Account 
how Mr. Phillips fell into this miſtake, yet I 
know very well, that the little Poem he ſpeaks 
of (4) 1s calld Con/tantia and Philetus. As for 
Mr. //nftaniey, he like blind Bayard boldly fol- 
lows the former at a venture; but he may 
by this learn the truth of that old Proyerb:; 
Mah Corui malum cvum, Like Carpenter, like 
Chips. There 1s an Ode written by Mr. Cowley 
for her Majeſty, Queen to King Charles the 
Firſt, printed in the begining of Mr. Tate's 
Colle&ion of Poems on ſeveral Occaſions, prin- 
ted 1n oftavo Lond. 1685. There was a New 
Edition of his Works with a "Table, and the 
Verſes that were made on his Death, by the 
Wits of the Age, printed 1n Fol. Zond. 1688. 
T ſhall cloſe all with the Commendation given 
him by Mr. Zvelyn, 1n his Imitation of Ouzd's 
Elegy ad [nuidos. (*) 


So long ſhaft Cowley be admir d above 
| The Croud, as David's Troubles pity move, 
Till Woman ceaſe to charm, and Youth to bye. 
(9) Modern Poets, Pale ol Tate's Colle&ion of Poems,p,45, 
RED | Reatert 
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Robert Cox. 


An Excellent Comedian that liv'd in the 
Reign of King Charles the Firſt, One, who 
when the Ring-leaders of the Rebellion, and 
Reformers of the Nation {uppreſt the Stage, 
betook himſelf to making Drolls or Farces 
ſuch as were Afton and Diana; Ocnone, with 
the Humours of Fumkin; Hobbinal ; Singing 
Skim ; and Simpleron the Smith ; which un- 
der the Colour of Rope-dancing, were allow'd 
to be ated at 'the Red-PBull Play-houſe by 
ſtealth, and the connivance of thoſe ſtraight 
lac'd Governors. Thele Parts he uſually acted 
himſelf, and ſo naturally, that ozce after he had 
play'd Young S1mpleton at a Country Fair, a 
noted Smith 1n thoſe parts, who ſaw him act, 
came to him, and offer'd to take him as his 
Journey-man, and to allow him Twelve-pence 
a Week more than the relt. 

Nor was 1t 1n Zondon only, but in the Uni- 
verlity likewiſe, that our Actor was applauded : 
inſomuch that a Poetical Butler took fuch a 
Fancy to his Acting, that he was pleaſed to 
oblige him with a Prologue, that he might ap- 
pear in form, as he had ſeen the Members of 
the Colledge he belonged to, at the Afting a 
Play in Chriſtmaſs; part of which, for the 
Readers Diverſion, and as a Sample of the 'Ta- 
lent of this Chip of Pernaf/as, I have ſet down 
as follows: . 

Courteous Spectators, we are your Relators, 

Neither Tylers, nor Slators, nor your YVexators: 

But ſuch as will firive to pleaſe, will yagi 


90 An Account of the 
And ſpeak ſuch words as may be ſpoken 
And not by any be miſioken ; &C. 


Theſe Drolls were printed in quarto Lond. 
1656. Second Edition, but firlt printed by T ho. 
Newcomb for the ule of the Author. They 
are fince printed in a ColleQtion of Drolls, 
call'd Sport upon: Sport, for Kirkman, 1n octavo 
Lond. 1673. 


John CROWN. 


APerfon now living, who has attempted all 
forts of Dramatick Poetry, with different ſuc- 
cefs. If I may be allow'd to ſpeak my Senti- 
ments, 1 think his Genius ſeems fitteſt for Co- 
medy ; tho” poſhbly his Tragedies are no ways 
contemptible ; of all which, 1n my weak judg- 
ment, his Deſtrution of Jeruſalem ſeems the 
beit. He has written Fifteen Plays, of which 
Aiphabetically. 

Anadromache, a Tragedy atted at the Duke's 
Theatre, and printed in quarto Cond, 1675. 
This Play Mr. Crown claims no farther ſhare 
:n, than the turning 1t into Proſe, 1t being 
tranſlated from the French of Monſieur Racne, 
by a young Gentleman, who had a great eſteem 
for all French Plays, and particularly for this; 
but whoſe Genius in Verſe, 1t ſeems was not 
very- fortunate. In a word, Mr. Crown has 
written an Epiltle to clear himſelf of the Scan- 
dal (as he terms 1t) of ſo poor a Tranſlation. 
This Play tho well eſteem'd 1n the Original, had 
not 1ts expected ſucceſs on our Engliſh Stage. 

ThazFrench Author has followed P7rg, an 

-" is 
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his Story. See Z27b. 3. He tranſcribes the Paſ- 
ſage begining at Verſe 292. 

Littoraque gh ts legimns, portugue (ubimus 

Chaonio, oy celſum Buthroti aſcendimus urbem. 
And then skipping ſeven Verſes which relate 
to her Marriage wuh AHeMennus, he ends with 
the death of Pprrhas by Oreſtes at the Altar of 
Apollo, or as tome would have 1t, One which 
he erected in memory of his Father Achilles. 
The Author has followed Zaripides his Avdes- 
way 1n the Character of Zermzune, and her 
jealous Tranſports : but 1n that of Andromache, 
he rather chuſes to ſhew her on the Stage, as 
| the Widow of Fedor, than Pyrrhus, and 1ol- 
| licitous to preſerve the Life of Atyanax, than 
MoloſJus : this being contormable to the gene- 
ral Idea which People have of Andromache. 

Ambitious Stateſman, or The Loyal Favorite, 
a Tragedy afted at the Theatre Royal, by his / 
Majeſties Servants, printed in quarto Lond. 
1679. and dedicated to her Grace the Dutcheſs 
of Albermarle. This Play 1s in the Poets O- 
pinion, the moſt vigorous of all his Labours, 
but born in a time ſo unhealthy to Poetry, that 
it met not with the Applauſe which ſome peo- 
ple thought 1t deſerv'd. I know not what Au- 
| thor Mr. Crown has follow d, or whence he 
{ hath taken his Plot: but I ſuppoſe by his 4m- 
| bitious Stateſman, he means Bernard a Armag- 
nac the ſeventh, Comte d Armagnac, and Con- 
itable of France 1n the Reign of King Charles 
the Sixth. My Reaſon for this Conjeure 1s, 
that he ſpeaks of Henry the Filth's Landing 
in France, which was 1a the time of that Rs G 
| 'Tnole 
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Thoſe Authors who have treated of his Reign, oi 
are 7 de Labourear, Fiſt. de Ch. 1. Enguerandfll a: 
de Monſtrelet Chron. F. Froifſard. Chron. de Fr. 
& de Aupleterre. Memoires de Mart. du Bellay, 
Fean Fuvenal des Urſins Hit. ae Ch LT. Def 
Serres, Mezeray, &c. to which TI reier theſ 
Reader for better ſatisfaction. A 
Caliſto, or The Chaſt Nymph ; a Maſque at 
Court, frequently preſented there by Perſons 
of great Quality, with the Prologue, and the] 
Songs between the Acts: printed 1n quartof 
Lond. 1675. and dedicated to her Highneſs, 
the Lady Mary, Eldeſt Daughter of his Royalſ® 
Highneſs the Duke. This Maſque was writ 
at the Command of her preſent Majeſty : andÞ 
was rehearſed near Thirty times, all the Re- 
preſentations being follow'd by throngs of Per. 
Jons of the greateſt Quality, and very often « 
gracd with their Majeſtzes and Royal High-|M t 
acites Preſence. "The Play was alter'd by the - 
Poet from what 1t was at firſt; that which re. 
mains of the firſt deſign, may be known by|.. 
its being written 1n the Pindarick way : that {+ 
which has been alter'd being in Heroick Verſe. Mt. 
'The Plot is founded on a Story in Ovid's Mer 
Zamorphoſes, ſee Lib. 2. Fab. 5,6. Þþ 
Charles the Eighth of France, or The In 
ren of Naples by the French, a Hiſtory wriz in 
Heroick Verle, acted at his Highneſs the Duke 
of 7orks Theatre; printed 1n quarto Lond. 
1630. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 
Fohn Farl of Rocheſter. 'This Play notwith- 
{tanding the Patronage of his Lordſhip, could 
not eſcape his Railery ; for 1a his 10280008 
0! 


n, of Boyleau's third Satyr he brings in Mr.Crow 
dſl as follows ; (*) 


: of 
Y, 


Je 
to. 
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Kickum for Crown dec/ar d ; ſaid, in Romance, 
He had out-done the very Waits of France. 
Fitneſs Pandion, and hrs Charies the Eight ; 
Where a young Monarch, carele!s of his Fate, 
T ho forergn Troops and Rebets ſhock his State, 
Complains another ſight affiiets him more. 
(v7z.) (*) The Queens Valleys rowing from 
the Shore, 
Fitting their Oars and Tackling to be gone 
Whilſt ſporting Waves {mil'd on the riling 
Sun. | 
Waves ſmiling on the Sun ! I'm ſure that's new, 
And" twas well thought on.gtve theDevil his due. 


For the Plot of this Play, as far as it cont- 


J cerns Hiſtory, conſult thoſe who have written 
© the Aﬀairs of Charles VIII. as Philip de Com- 
$ mincs's Memoires, Rober tus Gaguinus Rer. Gal. 
= -4mal. Guillaume de Faligny Hiſt. de Ch. VTIT. 
JF. dg Belleforeft I Hiſt. de neuf Roys Charles 


de | France, Andre ae Ia Pigne, Guicciardine , 


$ MHezeray, &c. 
| City Politiques, a Comedy atted by his Ma- 
@ jellies Servants; printed in quarto Lond. 1683. 
S This Play (which I have ſeen aQed with Ap- 
plaule) 1s.z ſevere Satyr upon the Whine 


Þ, 


Faction : but tho' the Author was accus'd for 


abuſing an Eminent Serjeant at Law, and his 
| Wite, under the Characters of Parzolme, and 


Lucinaa, and a certain Door under the Name 
0: Panchy, yet he has ſufficiently clear'd him- 
(1) Rocheſter's Pacms, Þ. 109. (3) S.ec the Play) p. 7.5 
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{elf in his Epiſtle to the Reader, to which I 
Tefer you. 

Country Wit, a Comedy atted at. the Duke's 
Theatre, printed in quarto Lond. 1675. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable Charles 
Earl of Middleſex. This Comedy 1s of that 
Kind, which the French call Zaf/e Comeare, or 
Low Comedy, one degree remov d from Farce, 
This Play, notwithſtanding the FaCtion againſt 
it, paſs'd the Teſt, and was approv'd by his 
Majeſty King Charles the Second, whom the 
mage part of Mankind will readily acknow- Þþ 
edge to be a ſovereign ſudze of Wit. Part of Þ 
the deſign 1s borrow'd from a Comedy of ol. ie 
frere's call'd Le Sicilien, oy Þ Amour Peintre ; 
and I muſt take the freedome to tell our Eng- 
Iſh Author, that part of the Language, as well 
as the Plot 1s {tollen from that Play. Witneſs 
Rambles turning Pifture-drawer to gain an Op- | 
-portumty to diſcourſe Betty Friſque : which Þ 
the Reader may be pleaſed to compare with [Þ 
the Intrigue between Adraite, and Z/idore AR, 
T. Sc. Io. (9. belides other places. I ſhall I 
leave 1t to thoſe, who underſtand French, to Þ 
Judge whether our Author has put in practice 
the Rule which he has laid down in his Epiſtle 
to the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; That all For- 
reign Coin mull be melted down, and receive 
a new Stamp, 1t not addition of Mettal, before 
1t will paſs currant in Zg/and, and be judged 
Sterling. , 

Darius Ring of Perſia; a Tragedy acted by 
thetr Majeſties Servants, printed 1n quarto 


Lond.1688, and dedicated to Sr. George Hewytt 
Ba- 
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Baronet, One of the Lieutenants of his Ma- 
jeſties Horſe-Guard, If I miſtake not-the Av- 
thor has copyed, or at lealt imitated Zaripides 
his Hippolrtus, and Phaedra, in the Characters 
of Memnon and Barzana. For the Plot as far 
2s it concerns Darzus, TI have already men- 
tion'd in the Account of the Earl of Ser/ine, 
ag. 4. as Qu. Cartins, Fuſtin, &Cc. 
FE  efru7in of 4c by 7 ztnus Yeſpaſian, 
| in Two Parts; acted at the Theatre Royal ; 
| printed in quarto Lond. 1677. and dedicated 
to her Grace the Dutcheſs of Por7/mmouth. Thele 
g Tragedies are written 1n Heroick Verie, and 
were ated with good Applauſe. As to the Au- 
thors Character of Phraartes, I leave it to the 
z Criticks, and refer the Reader to his Epiltle 
for ſatisfaction. 'The Hiſtorical part of theſe 
Plays, may he read at large 1n Zoſephins de Belo 
| 7Zadaico. Other Authors have ikewile toucht 
upon it: as Paronius Annal. T om. 1. A.C. 752. 
 Euſebins |. 3. c. 6. Xiphilmus Epitome Hiſt. 
s Don. in Yit. Peſpaſiani, Suetonius Late of T. 
8 /eſpaſ. Tacitus Hiſt. l. 5. &c. 
S F£veliſh Friar, or The Town Sparks; a Co- 


medy acted by their Majeſties Servants, prin- 


ted in quarto Zond. 1690. and dedicated to the 
Right Honourable Y/iHam Earl of Devonſhire. 
| What Succeſs this Play met with, the objeQti- 
ons again{t 1t, and the Authors defence, rhe 
Preface will inform you. | 

Henry the Sixth the Firſt Part, with the 
Death of the Duke of Glouceſter ; a Tragedy 
acted at the Duke's Theatre, printed in quarto 
-074, 1681, and dedicated to Sr. Charles Saley. 

| This 


Fs 1 
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This Play is (if I miſtake not) very much bor. 
Tow'd from the Second Part of Shakeſpear's 
Henry the Sixth ; tho' Mr. Crown with a little 
too much aſſurance affirms, that he has no Ti- 
tle to the Fortieth part of 1t. This Play was 
oppos'd by the Popiſh Faction, who by their 
Power at Court got it {uppreſt : however 1t was 
well receiv'd by the Reſt of the Audience. 

Henry the Sixth the Second Part, or the 
Miſery of Civil-War ; a Tragedy acted at the 
Duke's Theatre, printed in quarto Zo9d.1681, 
Part of this Play likewiſe 1s borrow'd from 
Shakeſpear. Fox the Plot read the Chronicles | 
of thoſe Times, writ by Grafzon, Folling ſhead, 
Traſl, Martin, Stow, Speed, Biondi,Du Cheſne,&c.Þ 
. SFuliana, or The Princeſs of Poland ; a Tragi. 
Comedy acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Tork's Theatre: printed in quarto Lond, 
1671. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 
Roger Earl of Orrery. This was the farit Play 
this Author writ, which 1t 1t be not fo well 
penn'd as ſeveral oi his Jater Produ@tons, | 
it does but verity his own Obſervation, (") Þ 
©That there are few Authors but have had 
© thoſe {lips from their Prune, which their riper 
©Thovughts either were, or at leaſt had reaſon 
© to be aſham(d of. 

Sr. Courtly Nice, or [t cannot be, a Comedy 
acted by his Majeſties Servants, printed inÞ 
quarto Lond. 1685. and dedicated to his Grace 
the Duke of Ormond. This Play was written 
at the Command of his late Majeſty K. Charles 
the Second, who gave Mr. Crown a Spaniſh Play 
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A pucd eſer : or 7t cannot be ; out of which 
he took part of the Name, and Deſign of this. 
This Comedy, or at leaſt the Plot, as far as re- 
lates to the Spaniſh Plot, has formerly appear'd © 
on the Stage, under the Title of Tarugo's Files. 


| Sr. Courtly's Song of Stop T hief, is a Paraphraſe 


of Maſcarille's Au Yoleur in Molliere's Les pre- 
cieuſes Ridicules, "Thas Play 1s accounted an 
excellent Comedy, and has been frequently 


| acted with good Applaule. 


Thyeſtes, a Tragedy acted at the Theatre 


Z Royal by their Majeſties Servants; printed in 
E quarto Zond. 1681. ThePlor of this Play 1s 
7 founded on Seneca's T hyeſftes, and ſeems to be 
Z an Imitation of that Play. IT know not whe- 
ther our Author ever {aw the Italian Play on 


this- Subject, written by Zadovicus Dukzs, 
which 1s commended by Delr:o ; or the French 


| Tragedies of Roland Þrif/et, and Benoift Bau- 
| duyn.: but I doubt not bur this Play may vae 
{ with either of them: at leaſt the French Plays, 


which in the Opinion of ſome, are very mean. 
I know nothing elſe of our Authors writng, 


| except that Romance above-mention'd, which 
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John Daxcxn, a/7a5 Davncy. 


N Author of whoſe place of Nativity, ot 
& A other paſlages of Lite I am able to pn no 


Account, All I know of him 3s, that he 1zv'd in 
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the Reign of King Char/es the Second ; and 
that his Tranſlations ſhew him well vers'd 1n 
the French,and Italian Tongue. He has oblig'd 
us with Three Dramatick Plays, tranſlated 
from the Originals of three Eminent Poets , 
viz. Tafſo, Corneille, and Qamault. 

Aerippa King of Alba, or 7 he Falſe T iberinus, 
a Tragi-Comedy in Herozck Verſe ; leveral 
times acted with great Applauſe, before his 
Grace the Duke of Ormond, then Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Jreland, at the Theatre Royal 1n 
Dublin ; printed in quarto Lond. 16755. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable the Lady 
e Mary Cavendiſh, Daughter to the Duke of Or- 
ond. This Play 1s tranſlated from the French 
of Monſieur 9Q#nault, an Author well known 
amongſt thoſe that are converſant in French 
Poetry, ſeveralot whoſe Pieces have appear'd 
on the Engliſh Stage; as La Generenſe [ngra- 
titude ;\L' Amant Tnaiſcret ; Le Fantoſme amou- 
retx ; &c., IT know not whether this Tranſla- 
Lon be : cqual to the Original, having never 
ſeen the later; neither can TI give any account 
of the Plot, which I take to be fictitious. 

Amiata, aPaitoral printed in oftavo Lond. 
x 660. and dedicated to his much Honoured and 
truly Noble Friend Mr. R. Þ, Who 15 meant 
by thoſe Letters I wall not be ſo bold as to con- 
jecture, becauſe our Author has conceal'd his 
Patrons Name 1n obedience to his Commands. 
This Play, 1s a Tranſlation of that famous 
Piece writ by that celebrated Wit, Signior Tor- 
guato T ajſo, born at Sorrento, bred up at Padua, 
and the Fayouzite of Charles IK, - of France. 
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He was (as I may ſay )-the Father of; Paftorals C 
being the firſt that-transierr'dithem from the 
Eclogue, to Dramatick Poetry: and his {mnt 
is eſteem'd by Forreigners, a Maſter-piece of 
Paſtoral Comedy :- and has;been tran{lated into 
the French, Spaniſh, -Engliſh, German and 
Dutch Tongues. | This was the Pattern which 
the admired Gnarini propez'd for his Imita- 
tion, when he writ 7/ Pairor fido ; and our Ay- 
thor has ſince endeavour d to 1mitate his ex- 
cellent Tranſlator, the Lord Embaſlador Fan- 
| ſhaw. If 1t be objected by ſome that this Tran- 
{lation of 7 afſo, 1s far ſhort of that of Gaarm: ; 
we may however with juſtice alhrm, that at 
leaſt this Tranſlation exceeds 7Zhat printed in 
1628, if we allow ſome conſideration for his 
being clog'd with Rhime, which forces him 
more upon Paraphraſe, and withal that it was 
his firſt attempt to Poetry. With this Play, 
are printed ſeveral Poems on different Subjects, 
amonglt which are Love Verſes, which ſeem 
as if they were writ in imitation of Mr. Cow- 
ley's  Miftriſs. 

Nicomede, a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal in Dublin; printed in quarto 
Lond.1671.and dedicated to the Right Honour- 
able 7 homas Earl of Offory. This Play is tran- 
ſlated irom the French Original of Monſieur 
1h. Corneilie, and is One of thoſe Pieces which 
he himſelt moſt valu'd. There are a great many 
Beauties in 1t which he enumerates 1n the Exa- 
men. He ſays the Story 1s taken from the 
Fourth Book of Ftzn, tho' I ſuppole this is 
an Errata of the Preſs, the Story being 1n the - 

| G 2 laſt 
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laſt Chapter 'of the Thirty-tourth Book, 
He writ beſides theſe, ſeveral other Pieces : 
as a Romance call'd the Zng/ſh Lovers, printed 
in oftayvo Lond.---- which however commend. 
ed by Mr. #ftaniky, the Contrivance 1; 
due to Heywood's Play calld The Fair Maid 
of the Weſt in Two Parts: from whence our 
Author borrow'd the Story. 'T'wo other Pieces 
are mention'd by Mr. #nſtanley, viz. ACom- 
pleat Hiftory of the late Times, and a Chronicle 
of the Kingdome of Portugal : neither of which 
I have ever ſcen. 


Samuel Dante. E/q; 


A Gentleman living in the Reigns of Queen 
Elizabeth, and King Fames the Firit : and One, 
whoſe Memory will ever be freſh in the minds 
of thoſe who favour Hiſtory, or Poetry. He 
was born near Taunton 1n Somerſet-fhire, and 
at Nineteen years of Age, in the year 1581. 
he was cnterd Commoner of St. Mary Max: 
dalen Hall in Oxford : and after having three 
rears exerciſed himſelf 1n Hiltory, and Poetry, 
heleft the Univerlity. His own Merit, added 
to the Recommendation of his Brother in Law, 
the Reſolute John Florio ({o well known for 
his Tralian Dictionary) prefter'd him to the 
Knowledge of Queen An; who was pleaſed 
to confer on him the Honour of being One of 
the Grooms of her moſt Honourable Privy- 
Chamber : which enabled him to rent aGarden- 
houſe near London, where in private he com- 
pos'd molt of his Drawatick-Pieces, $ laſt 
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being weary of the world, he retir d into l:- 


ſhire; where he rented a Farm near the De- 


viſes, according to Dr. Fuller, (*) tho Mr- 
Wood (*) ſays that his retreat was toBeckimgton, 


| near Phillips-Norton 1n Somerſet-ſhire, where 
| he Died in Ofober 1619. being about Four. 
| ſcore years of Age, and was Buried 1n the ſame 
| Pariſh-Church, where a Monument was erected 
| at the ſole Bounty of the Lady Ann Clifford, 
| Heireſs of George Earl of Cumberland, and af. 
| terwards Counteſs of Pembroke, Dorſet, and 
| Montgomery, whoſe Tutor he was. 


Having given this Account of his Life, I 


! am now to ſpeak ſomewhat of his Writings ; 
{ andit being at/preſent my SubjeR, T ſhall ſpeak 
| firſt of his Dramatick Pieces, which conſiſt 
| of Two Paſtorals; Two Tragedies; and 2 
| Maſque, v1. 


Cleopatra, a Tragedy printed 1n quarto Lond. 


* 1623. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 
! the Lady«cMary Counteſs of Pembroke, by 2 
| Copy of Verſes written 1n Stanzas of Eight 
| Lines, which the Italians (from whence we 
| took the Meaſure) call Ortava Rima. This 
| Play was firſt printed in ofQayo Lond. 1611. 


but this later Copy infinitly differs from the 


| former, and far exceeds it; the Language be. 
| 1ng not only correQed, but 1t having another 
| advantage 1n the Opinion of a Modern Poet, (-) 


fince that which 1s only dully recited 1n the 
farſt Edition, 1s 1a the laſt repreſented. For 
the Foundation of the Story, conſult Pluraych 
(a) Fuller's Worthies. Somerſer-ſhire, p: 28. (b) Aitig. 
Ox0g p37 (c) Mr Crow's Epiſtle to Ardramache, 
G 3 11 
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in the Laves of Pompey,and Anthony, Florns,h1þ, 
4. 6. IT. Appian de Beltis Civilibus, L1b.5. and 
2 new Book tranſlated. out of French by Mr, 
Orway, 1n oftavo Lond.1686. call'd 7 be Hiſtory 
of the T bree Triumvuitates, where the Story 1s 
related at large. -. . +. : 

 Hymen's "PTY a Paſtoral T'ragi-Comedy, 
Preſented at the Queens Court in the Srrand, 
2t her Majeſties Magnthcent Entertainment 
of the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, being at 
the Nuptials of the Lord Rexborough, pranted 
in quarto Lond. 162.3. and dedicated by a Copy 
of Verſes to the molt. Excellent Majeſty of the 
Higheſt-born Princeſs wn of Denmark,Queen 
of Zrgland, &c. This Play 1s not printed in 
the Octavo Edition. !T1s antrodiic'd by a pret: 
ty contriv'd Prologue; iF/pmen being .oppos'd 


by Avarice, Envy, and Jealouſy, the Dilturbers 

di quiet Marriage: fo 
Phrlotas, his Tragedyprinted:1n quarto Loud. Þ 
1623. and dedicated to the Prance afterwards 
King Chartes the Firſt; Both this Play, and Þ 
Cteopatra were much eſteem'd : 1n their t1me; 
they are both written with the Chorus between 
each Att; according to the manner. of the An. 
cients. 'This'Play mdeed found fome Enemies, 
not onthe fcore-of the W1t, or Condutt of the 
Deſign ; but becauſe-1t was reported, that un- 
der the CharaGter of Phriotus, that Great but 
Unfortnnate Favourite. ,of Queen E#/:zabeth 
Robert d Eurenx Farl of £fjex was portrayed: 
but the Author 1n his Apology at the End of 
the Play has ſufficiently clear'd himſelf from 
that imputation. 'This was the firſt Play that 
OVE 
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our Author:writ ; as for the Plot: it 1s founded 
on Hiſtory. See 2, Curtis, {tb. 6. c.T7.-. Juſtin, 
lib. 12. C. 5. Plut. in Pit. Alex. \Arrian, &c. 
Oueens Arcadia, a Paſtoral Tragi-Comedy, 
preſented to her Majeſty and her Ladies, by 
the Univerſity of Oxford 1n Chr:/t-Church, 10 
Aug. 160y. printed in quariod. Lond. £623: and 
dedicated by a Copy of - Verſes, to-thei Queens 
moſt Excellent Majeſty. _Wherher - the:Scene 
(1) between Carmus and Ammzas the Lovers 
of Chris be borrow'd from any amnictent Poer, 
I know not, but ſure I am that 1n ;Monkhefir 
©umault's La Comedie ſans Camedte there's: a 
Scene betwixt Filene and Dephns ina'manner 
the ſame (*). As the Two next Scenes between 
theſe Shepherds, and their Mrs. Clomre, ex- 
aftly reſemble the Scene {( *) betwixt the 
Swains, Damon and Alexts, and the-tnconſitant 
Nymph LZaurimaa ; in Raudoſph's Ampnias. 
Pſion of the T welve Goddeſſes, preſented. in'a 
Maſque the EFaghth of; Zanwary, at Tampton- 
Court, by the Queens moſt Excellent Majelty, 
and her Ladies, printed-in 49. Lond. 1623. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable the Lady 
Lucy, Counteſs of Bedford. This was printed 
without the Authors leave, by the unmanner- 
ly preſumption of an indiicreet Printer, with» 
out warrant; and ſo; imperfect, that the Au- 
thor to prevent the prejudice, which both. thy 
Maſque, and the Invention ſuffer'd, publiſht 1 
irom his own Copy. HisDeſign under the ſhapes, 
and 1n the Perſons of 'Twelve Goddeſles, was to 
preſent the Figure of thoſe Bleftings, which 
(d) Att I, IC, 'T (e) AR 2: SC 4, ) AQ 3. SCo7e 
7 this 
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this Nation enjoy'd in peace, under the happy 
Reign of King Sams the Firſt: by Z#n0, was 
repreſented Power; by Pa/las Wildome and 
Defence ; gc. 

All thele Pieces are printed together mn 4? 
Lond. 1627. under the Title of The hole 
Works of Samuel Daniel Fſq; im Poetry , by 
which 1 ſuppoſe his other Poetical Works , 
which were printed with his Plays in octave 
Lond. 161r. are inſerted in.this later Edition, 
tho' that Volume I have by me, want them: 
The Names of them are, An Epiſtle from Oeza- 
 viato M. Anthony 1n /Heypt ; dedicated to the 
Lady Afargaret Counteis of Cumberland, and 


writ in Oztava Rima: Complaint of Reſomond ; 


1n Stanza's of Seven Lines. Muſophilus, con- 
raining 2 gencral Defence ofall Learning, writ- 
ret Dialogue-wiſe, between Muſophilus and 
Phihcoſmus ; and dedicated to Sr. Fulk Crivel. 
A Funeral Poem upon the Death of the late 
Earl of Devonſhire: Deha, containing Fifty 
Seven Love Sonnets. He writ beſides, an He- 
rock Poem of the Civil Wars between the two 
Houſes of 7ork and Lancaſter, 1n which he en- 
deavour'd to imitate  Lucan's Pharſalia, and 
ſucceeded {o well 1n the Opinion of Mr. Speed, 

thar he 1s by him call'd the Engliſh Zucan. 
Theſe arc all the Poems that our Author has 
nave that cver I heard of : but however 
1s Genius was qualified for Poetry, I take his 
Hiſtory of Zng/and'to be the Crowns of all his 
Works: It was firſt. printed about the year 
1613. and was dedicated to Queen Ant. It 
reaches from the {tate of #riziain under 
| : "a 
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Romans, to the end of the Reign of King £2. 


ward the Third, An. Dom. 1376. Of this Hi- 


ſtory a late Writer (e) has given this CharaQer, 
Tr1s written with greatBrevity and Politeneſs, 
and hisPolitical and Moral RefleQions are very 
fine, uſeful, and inſtrutive. John Trufſel con- 
tinu'd this Hiſtory with the like Brevity and 
Truth, but not with equal Elegance, till the 
end of the Re1gn of R:ichard III. AD. 1484. 

I have never ſeen any Copies made on the 
old Poets, but Mr. Danzel 1s therein mention'd 
with Honor. One Author (*) ſtiJes him in a 
Copy on the 7 we Poets, 

T he Pithy Daniel, whoſe Salt Limes agora, 
A rwerhty Sentence meach little Word. 
Another Author 1n a Copy call'd A Cenſure of 
the Poets (i) ſays thus; 

Amongſt theſe Sanmel Daniel, whom 7 

May ſpeak of, but to cenſure do deny. 

Only have heard ſome Wiſe men him rehearſe, 

To be too much Hiſtorian in Verſe; {[chſe, 

Flis Rimes were ſmooth, his Meeters well did 

But yet his Matters better fitted Proſe. | 
| Having given you the Sence of the Poets of 
thoſe times, concerning this excellent Author, 
give me leave to tranſcribe an Epigram writ- 
ten 1n his Commendation by his Friend Mr. 
Charles Fitz-Geoffry (*), with which I ſhall 
conclude. 

Spenſerum /# 9u7s noſtrum velit efſe Maronem, 

T« Daniele mihi Nafo Prittannus eris. 


© (8) Mr. Bobun's Tranſhition of Mr. 1hear's Meth, lezendi. 

Hiſt. $0, p. 171. (h) Choice Droll:ry, 89. Lond. 1656. p. 6. 

(i) Sportive Witz 89, p. 70. (k) Epigras, 80. Oxon. wot | 
Mu: 
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74 111m pottus Phzbum veltt eſſe Bretannum, 
_ TumPDamele mihi tu Maro nofter eris, 
AU Phzbo alterins; /i quid foret jllud haberet 
Spenſerus, Phzbus 7 Damele fores. 
Rurppe lagu Pheabus caperet /i more Britanne, 
Hand ſcro quo poterat, ni velit ore ſus. 


Sr William DaveNaxrT. 


A Perſon ſnfhciently known to all Lovers of 
Poetry, and One whoſe Works will preſerve 
his Memory to Poſterity. He was Born in the 
City of Oxford, in the Pariſh of St. Martms, 
vulgarly call'd Carfax, near the End of Febra- 
ary 1n the 'year 160s. and was' Chriftned on 
the Third of March following. He was the 
Mercurial Son of a Satnrnine Father, Mr.7ohn 
D Avenant, a Yintner by Profeſſion : who liv'd 
in the {ame Houſe, which 13 now known by 
the Sign of the Crown. He was formerly of 
£.mmcom College, and inſtruted 1n Logick and 
Phyficks, by his Tutor Mr. Danzel Fongh, Fel- 
low of that Society ; tho' his Genius rather 
inclin'd him to walk 1n the more flowry Fields 
of Poetry, in which he made a Prodigious dif- 
covery : advancing even: without any Guide, 
but his own Wit, and Ingenuity, as far as the 
Herculean Pillars (if any ſuch bounds are to 
be ſet) of Poetry. He was Poet Laureat to 
Two Kings, whoſe Memory will always be Sa- 
cred to all-good, loyal, and witty Men ; I mean 
King Charles the Firſt, the Martyr for, and 
King Charles the Second, the Reſtorer of the 
Proteftant-Religion, according to the Church 


of 
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of England. During this Honour, of which 
his Wat and Parts render'd him Worthy, he 
writ (as I ſuppoſe) his Dramatick Pieces, of 
which I ſhall give tome Account. 
To ſpeak of them 1n genera], 1 need only 
fay, that moſt of them have appear'd on the 
Stage with good applauſe, and been receiv'd 
with like ſucceſs 1n Print: the greateſt part 
pubJiſht 1n the Authors Life time in Quarto, 
and all {ince his Death collected into one Vo- 
lume, with his other Works, printed in Folio 
Lond. 1673. and dedicated by his Widow to 
his Royal Highneſs, the late King James. 
Albovme King of the Lombards his Trageay, 
printed firſt 3n quarto, and dedicated to the 
Right Honourable the Duke of Somerſet. This 
Play 1s commended by Eight Copies of Verles. 
For the Deſign, 1t 1s founded on Hiſtory. You 
may read the'Story 1n ſeveral Hiitorians:: See 
Paulus Diaconus de Geſtis Langobardorum, hib.2. 
c. 28. Gregorms Fpiſc. Turonenſis Hiſt. Fran 
corum, 116.2.. c.28. Heylin's Coſmography, Part t. 
Book x. p. 57. This Story 1s likewiſe related 
at large 1n a Novel by Bandello, which 15-tran- 
{lated by BeMeforeſt; See Hiſtorres T ragiques 
'Tome 4. Nov. 19. 
Cruel Brother , a Tragedy. printed firſt 1n 
quarto, and dedicated to the Right Honour- 
able the Lord Heſton, Lord High Treaſurer 
of England. 
. Dliſireſſes, a Tragi-Comedy printed 1n folio, 
Long 3690 
©Firſt-days Entertainment at Rutland-houſe, 


*by Declamation, and Muſick, alter the ages 
(4 
O! 
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*of the Ancients. The ſubject of the former of 
theſe Declamations is concerning Publick En- 
tertainment by Moral Repreſentations ; the Dt- 
ſputants being Drogenes the Cynick, and Arz/t0- 
þhanes the Poet. The later Diſpute 1s between 
a Pariſian, and a Londoner, who declaim con- 
cerning the Preheminence of Parzs and London. 
The Vocal and Inſtrumental Muſick was com- 
pos d by Dr.Charles Coleman, Capt. Henry Cook, 
Mr. Henry Laws, and Mr. George Huaſon. 

Farr Favourite, a Tragi-Comedy printed 1n 
Folio, 1673. 

7afl Ttalan, a Tragi-Comedy printed firſt 
in quarto, and dedicated to the Right Honour- 
able the Farl of Dorſet, and commended by 
the Verſes of his Friends, Mr.//iHram Fophms, 
and Mr. Thomas Carew. 

Law agamft Lovers, a Tragi-Comedy made +: 
up of two Plays written by Mr. Shakeſpear, viz. 
Meaſure for Meaſure, and Much Ado about No- 
thinzg. Tho' not only the CharaQers, but the 
Language of the whole Play almoit, be bor- 
row d from Shakeſpear - yet where the Lan- 
guage 1s rough or obſolete, our Author has 
taken care to, poliſh it: as togive, inſtead of 
many, one Inſtance. Shakeſpear 's Duke of /7- 
enna lays thus ('); 

— 4 love the People ; 
But do not like to Stage me to their Eyes : 
f br ny well, 7 do not reliſh well 


Their lou! Applauſe, and Aves vehement - 


Nor do 7 think the Man of ſafe diſcretion, 
* That does affect t, f Jef / - 
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(1) Meaſure ſor Meaſure, AR. I, SC, 1, 
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In Sr. William's Play the Duke ſpeaks as 
follows (®); 

—-----—— 7 love the People ; 

But would not on the Stage ſalute the Croud. 

7 never reliſht their Applanſe ; nor think 

The Prince has true diſcretion who affetts zt. 
For the Plot, I refer you to the abovemention'd 
Plays, 1n the Account of Shateſpear. 

Love and Honour, a Tragi-Comedy which [ 

have ſeveral times ſeen acted with good ap- 
plauſe ; firſt at the Play-houſe in Zmmcolns-Zmn- 
Fields, and ſince at the Theatre 1n Dorſer-Gar- 
den. This was firſt printed 1n quarto. 
Man's thee Maſter, a Comedy which I think 
I have ſeen aQted at the Duke's Houle ; how- 
ever I am ſure the Deſign, and part ol the Lan- 
guage 15 borrow'd from Scarron's Fodelet, ou Le 
Maiſtre valet ; and (as I remember) part trom 
L' Heritier ridicule, a Comedy of the fame 
Authors. 

Platomck Lovers, a Tragi-Comedy, which 
was firlt printed in oftavo with 7 he //7ts. 

Play-honſe to be Let. I know not under what 
Spectes to place this Play, 1t conlifting of 1eve- 
ral Pieces of different Kinds hand{omely tackt 
together, ſeycral of which the Author writin 
the Times of Over, and were acted ſeparate- 
ly by ſtealth ; as the Hiſtory of Sr. Francis Drake 
expreſt by Inſtrumental], and Vocal Mufick,and 
by Art of PerſpeQtiye 1n Scenes, &*c. The Cru- 
elty of the Spaniards in Perze. Theſe two Pieces 
were firſt printed 1n quarto. They make the 
third and fourth Adts of this Play. The ſecond 
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A& conſiſts of a French Farce, tranſlated from 
Molliere's Sganarelle,ou Le Cocu [magimaire,and 
purpoſely by our Author put 1nto a fort of Zar- 
204 common to French-men newly come over. 
The fifth A& conſiſts of 7 rageaze traveſtze, or 
the Ations of Ceſar Antony and Cleopatra 1n 
Verſe Burleſque. "This Farce I have ſeen acted 
at the Theatre in Dorſet-garden lome years ago, 
at the end of that excellent ob", 4 y of Pompey, 
tranſlated by the incomparable Pen of the 
much admired Ormaa. 

Stege of Rhodes, 1n two Parts. Theſe Plays 
were ikewiſe in the times of the Civil Wars, 
acted in Stiho Recitativo, and printed 1n quarto, 
but afterwards enlarged by the Author, and 
acted with applauſe at rhe Duke of 7ort's The- 
atrein Limncohns-Tnn-Fields. It 1s dedicated to 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Clarendon 
Lord High Chancellor of Enz/and. For the 
Plot, as far as it 1s tounded;on Hiſtory, there 
are ſeveral Hiſtorians have 'writ of it in the 
Lite of So/yman the ſecond, who took this City 
1n the year 1522. See 7 homas Artns Continua- 
tion de Þ Fiftoire des Turcs. Giov.Boſio. L'1ftoria 
aella Sacra Religione fy 1ms Militia di San Gio- 
vannt Gierofolimitano, lib. 29. Boifſardi Tcones 
> YVite Sultanorum T urcicorum, &c. in Vit. 
Solym. 2. Anolles Hiltory of the Turks, gc. 

Siege, a Tragi-Comedy. 

News from Plamouth; a Comedy formerly 
acted at the G@/obe with good ſucceſs, and was 
printed (as I beheve) 1n quarto. 

1 emple of Love, preſented by the Queens 
Mayeity, [Wie to King Charles the Fir{t] and 

her 
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her Ladies at Fþteball : ws. The Lady Mar- 
quels Hamilton; the Lady eMary Herbert ; 
Counteſs of Oxford; Berkſhire ; - Carnarvan ; 
&c. The Lords, and others that repreſented 
the noble Per/tan Youths were, The Duke of 
Lenox ; the Farls of Newport ; Deſmond ; &c. 
This Maſque (fays the Author) for the new- 
'neſs of the Invention, variety of Scenes, Ap- 
*paritions, and richneſs of Habits, was pette- 
(rally approv'd to be one of the moſt Magniſt- 
*cent that hath been done in Zrgland. 

Triumphs of the Prince d' Amour, a Maſque 
preſented by his Highneſs at his'Pallace in the 
Middle-Temple. This Maſque, at the Requelt 
of that Honourable Society, was dev1s'd and 
written by our Author 1n Three days; and 
was preſented by the Members thereof, as an 
Entertainment to the Prince Z/efor. A Lift 
of the Maſquers Names, as they were rank'd 
by their Antiquity, 1n that noble Society, 1s 
to be found at the end of the Maſque, to which 
I refer the curious Reader. The Mulick of 
the Songs and Symphonies were excellent]y 
compos'd by Mr. ZZenry, and Mr.illiam Lawes 
his Majeſties Servants. 

Wits, a Comedy heretofore acted at the 
Black-friars, and fince at the Duke's' Theatre ; 
printed both 1n oCtavo, and quarto, before this 
New Edition, and dedicated to the chiefly be- 
lov'd of all, that Ingenious and Noble, Z- 
dimion Porter, of his Majeſties Bed-Chamber. 
This Play is commended by a Copy of Verſes 
written by Mr. Thomas Carew, and has often 
appear'd on the Stage with Applanle. | 
Ha- 
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Having done with his Plays, I am now to 
ſpeak of his other Works, which conliſt of 
Poems, of ſeveral ſorts, and on {cveral Occa- 
fions, amongſt which Gonatbert an Epick Poem 
has made the greateſt noiſe. This Poem was 
defign'd by the Author to be an Imitation of an 
Engliſh Dramma; it being to be divided into 
Five Books, as the other 1s into Five Acts ; 
The Canto's to be the Parallcl of the Scenes; 
with this difterence, that this 1s deliver'd Nar- 
ratively, the other Dialogue-wile. The Reader 
may find a long account of the Author's de- 
{ign, and his Reaſons 1n the Preface, which 1s 
directed to his Friend, the fo well known Mr. 
#7obbs; who not only approves his Defign, but 
1n the Cloſe of his Letter fixes an extraord1- 
nary Complement upon him : v3. © The Var- 
©tues you diſtribute zz your Poem, amongſt 10 
© many Noble Perſons, repreſent (in the Read- 
©ing) the image but of One Man's Yiriue to 
*my fancy, which 1s your own. Nor was Mr. 
Hobbs the only Perſon that commended this 
Poem : for the hrlt and ſecond Books were 
uſher'd into the world, by the Pens of two of 
our beſt Poets : v2. Mr. aller, and Mr.Corvley,; 
which One would have thought might have 
prov'd a ſufhcient Defence and ProteQtion a- 
gain{t the ſnarling Criticks. Notwithſtanding 
which, Four Eminent Wits of that Age, (two 
of which were Sr. John Denham, and Mr. 
Donne,) publiſht ſeveral Copies of Verſes to 
Sr. /ilhiam's diſcredit, under this Title, Cer- 
tam Verſes written by ſeveral of the Authors 
friends, tobe reprinted with the ſecond Edition 
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of Gonaibert,' in oftavo Lond.' 1653. Theſe 
Verſes were an{wer'd (as Mr. Wood ſays (n) ) 
by the Author himſelf; with as much, or ra- 
ther more Wit, and little. or no concern-for 
their Raillery, rather ſeeming to ſport at, and 
pity their want of Sence.' 'The Title of his 
Anſwer 1s, The Incomparable Poem Gondibert 
vindicated from the Wit-Combats of Four ZE. 


Squires; Climas, Dametas, : Sarichs, and Jack 


Pudaing, printed in oftayo Lond, 1635. The 
Books being ſcarce, 1 ſhall for the. Readers dt- 
verſion, chuſe one out of each of theſe, as a 
Sample of the reſt : and amongſt the former TI 
thall pitch upon Zhaf? Copy which refle&ts on 
the Commendations given by thoſe great Men 
above-mention'd (*). © 


The Author npon Himſelf. 


T am Old Davenant with my Fuſtian Quill ; 
Tho Skill T have not, 
1 muſt be writing ſtiff 
_ 0z Gondiberrt, 
 T hat 1s not worth a Fart. 
Waller,z Cowley,'775 true, have prais'd my Books 
But how untruh, 
All they that read may look ; 
Nor can Old Hobbs © 
Defend me from dry Bobbs. it. 
T hen no more 7'll dabble, nor pump Fancy arp; 
Te compoſe a Fable, 
Shall make Will. Crofts 7o cry, 
_'O gentle Knight, _ 
© Thu writft to them that ſhite, 
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Sr. Wilham's 2ſwwer (?). 


-* This Author. upon Himſelf. 


Falſe as Fooliſh !' hat turn felo de me ? 
 Davenant 4: Davenant! 
No, the whole World aces ſee 
My Gondibert , 
To be a piece of Art. 
Waller aud Cowley, 7rue,have prais'd my Book, 
And deſervedly, 
Nay 7 did for it hook ; 
 _Heboth as robbs, 
That blames for this Old Hobbs. 
Write on (jeer'd Will) and write in Pantofle, 
That's over Pump-ho, 
Aud for W1ll Crofts hzs baffle, 
Thou may'ſt long write, 
T hat writ ft to them that ſhite. 


Many other Railleries were broacht againſt 
him by his Enemies, as thoſe Lines in Sr. Joh1: 
Sucklm's Seſſion 9f the Poets; the Ballad entitled 
How Daphne pays h1s Debts (1), and others 
which I might 1nſert ; but I think 'tis time to 
leave theſe rifles, and acquaint my Readers, 
who are delighted with Criticifmes, that they 
may find more ſertous Animadyerſions on this 
Poem, 1n the Engliſh Preface written by that 
admirable Critick Mr. Rymer, to his Tranſla- 
tion of Monſieur Papin's Refleftions on Ari- 
fotle's Treatiſe of Poeſy, printed 8? Lond. 1674. 
This great Man Died on the Seventh day of 
April 1668. Aged 63, and was Buried amongſt 
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the Poets in Weftminſter- Abby, neat to his old 
Antagoniſt, and Rival for the Bays, Mr.7 homas 
May. "Twas obſerv'd, that at his Funeral his 
Coftin wanted the Ornament of his Laureats 
Crown, which by the Law of Heraldry juſt! 

appertain'd to him: but this omiſhon 1s ſul 
ficiently recompenc'd by an Eternal Fame , 
which will always accompany his Memory ; 
he haying been the firſt Introducer of all that 
is ſplendid 1n our Engliſh Opera's, and''tis by 
his means and induſtry, that our Stage at pre- 
ſent rivals the Itahan Theatre. I ſhall con- 
clude his Character, with that Account which 
Mr. Dryden has formerly given of him, which 
1s the more yaluable, becauſe the commenda- 
tion of his Predeceffors 1s {e]dome the Subje&t 
of his Pen. *In the time (*) (fays he) thatT 
ewrit with Sr. HiHiam Davenant, T had the 
© opportunity to obſerve lomewhat more near- 
fly of him, than I had formerly done, when 
*I had only a bare acquaintance with him. 1 
© found him then of ſo quick a Fancy, that no- 
*thing was propos d to him on which he 
*could not ſuddenly Jromuce a Thought ex- 
* treamly pleaſant and ſurpriſing : and thoſe 

©firſt Thoughts of his, contrary to the old 
*Latine Proverb, ere not always the leaft 
* happy. And as his Fancy was quick, ſo like- 
* wile were the Products of 1t remote and new. 
*He borrow 'd not of any other ; and his Imagi- 
© nations were ſuch, as could not enter into 
*any other Man. His CorreC&tions were fober 
*and judicions: and he correfted his own 
&) Preface ro Tempeſt, 
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©Writings much more ſeverely than thoſe of 
another Man; beſtowing twice the labour and 
© time in Poliſhing, which he us'd in Inven- 
6 tion. $1 fic omnina ainifſet, ---- TOTS. 


Dr. Charles Davexaxr. 


This Gentleman (as I ſuppoſe)-1s now liv- 
1ng : being Son of the above-mention'd Sr.//7/- 
lam Davenant, and Dr. of Laws. He has (as 
{ have been inform'd) a ſhare in the preſent 
Theatre, 1n right of his Father ; and 1s jointly 
1impower'd with the Maſter of the Revels, to 
inſpect the Plays defign'd for the Stage, that 
no Immoralities may be preſented. This Gen- 
tleman has writ a Play call d 

Circe, a Tragedy acted at his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of 7ork's Theatre, printed in quarto 
Lond. 1677. The Prologue was writ by Mr. 
Dryden, and the Epilogue by. the late Earl of 
Rochefter. This Play I have feen ated with 
good pole: The Plot 1s founded on Poeti- 
cal Hiltory. See Ovid's Metamorph. h1þ.14.. See 
beſides Poccace, Phil. Bergomenſts, Nat. Comes, 
&. The Scenes and Machines may give it a 
Title to that Species of Dramatick Poetry , 
call'd an Opera. 


Robert DaytNPoRrT. 


"The Author of Two Plays in the Reign of 
Kang Charles the Martyr ; tho' not publiſh: till 
the Reign of King Charles the Second : vs. 
City Night-Cap, or Grede quod babes, ch 
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2 Tragi-Comedy, acted with great applauſe, by 
her Majeſties Servants at the Phenix 1n Drury 
Lane ; printed in quarto Lond. 1661. The Plot 
of Lorenzo, lors; 3 and Abſtemza, 1s borrow'd 
from the Novel of the Curivns [mpertiment in 
the Romance of Don Quzxot, Part 4. Ch.6,7,8. 
and that' of Lodovico, Franciſco, and Dorothea, 
from Poccace's Novels, Day 7. Novel 7. on 
which likewiſe part of Mr. Ravenſcroft's Lon- 
don Cuckolds 1s built. 8 

King John, and Matilda, a "Tragedy ated with 
great applauſe, by. her Majeſties Servants at 
the Cork-pit in Drary-lane, printed in quarto 
Lond. 165s. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Mountague Perzze Earl of Lindſey ; 
by the Publiſher Andrew Pennycuicke, who 
ated the part of Marilaa, Women in thoſe 
times not having appear'd on the Stage. For 
the Plot read the Engliſh Chronicles that have 
g1ven an account of the Reign of King John ; 
as Mathew Paris, Polyaore Pergil, Holling ſhead, 
Crafton, Danyel, Martin, Stow, Speed, baker, 
Charchil, &c. 2 


Robert DABoRN,a/225 DAUBORNE. 


This Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of King 
Fames the Firſt, and was a Maſter of Arts, tho* 
of which Univerſity I am uncertain. He writ 
Two Plays, viz. 

Chriſtian turn'd Turk, or The Tragical Lives 
and Deaths of the two Famous Pirates Ward 
and Danfſiker : a Tragedy printed in quarto 
Lond. 1612, For the Story I reler you to a 
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Piece call'd Barker's Querthrow of Captain Ward 
and Danſiker, 7wo Pirates : printed in quarto 
Lond. 1609. frem which Narrattye, ] ſuppoſe 
our Author borrow'd the Story. 
Poor Man's Comfort, a Tragi-Comedy divers 
times a&ted at the Cockpit in Drary-lane, with 
_ great applauſe, and printed in 49 Long. 166Fy. 
* Tho' this Author in his Epiſtle to his Chrz- 
tian turn'd Turk; ipeaks of his former Labonrs ; 
It has not been my fortune to have ſeen any ot 
them. There 1s a Sermon written by One /&0- 
bert Daborn, on Zach, 11. 7. printed 1n octavo 
Lond. 1618. whether this were the ſame with 
our Author I. know not, but 'tis probable 1t 
might be, and that, he was a Divine, by this 
Diſtick which T find in an old Copy on the 
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_ Dawbourn 7 had forgot, and let it be, 
Fe &y'd Amphibion by the Miniſtry. 


John Day. 

This Author liy'd in the Reign of King 
Fames the Firſt, and was ſometime Student of 
Cams-Coftedge in Cambridge. He! has written 
Six Plays, 1t his Parlzament of Bees may pals 
under that Species; as. the Authors of all for- 
mer Catalogues have plac'd it. - 

Blind RBeegar of Beangl-Greeu, with the 

erry Humour of 7om Stroud the Norfolk 
Yeoman, d1yers times publickly ated by the 
Princes Seryants, printed 1n quarto Zndor? 
1659. For the Plot as far as it concerns 
thitory, conſult the Writers on the Reign of 

King 
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King Henry the Sixth : 'as Fabian, Caxton, Di 
Cheſhe, Pol. Pergil, Crafton, Stow, Speed, &c. - 
Humour out of Breath, a Comedy ſaid to be 
writ by our Author, but which | never ſaw, 
and therefore can ſay nothing of it {= 
1/le of Eulls,a Comedy often adted 1n the Black 
Fryars, by the Children of the Revels, printed 
in 4* Lond. 1633. This 1s a good Play, and 1s 
tounded on the-1ncomparable Sr. Ph:lip Sidnuey's 
- Arcadia: A Romance of that eſteem, that beſides 
the frequent Editions of it in Engliſh, I haye | 
ſeen it tranſlated for the uſe of Forreigners, 
both in the French and Dutch Tongnes. _ 
Law Tricks, or Who would, have thought 7t, 
a Comedy divers times acted by the Children 
of the Revels, and printed in quarto Z94d.1608. 
Parliament of Bees, with their proper Cha- 
raters, or ' A Bee-hive furniſht with Twelve 
Honey-combs, as pleaſant as profitable : being an 
allegorical deſcription of the AQtions of. good 
and bad men in theſe our days,printed in quarto 
Lond. 164.1. and dedicated to the Worthy Gen+ 
tleman Mr. George Butler, Profeflor of the Arts 
Liberal, and true Patron of negleQed Poely. 
Travels of the Three Enehſh Brothers, Sr. 
T homas, Sr. Anthony, and Mr. Robert Shirley ; 
a Hiſtory play'd by her Majelties Servants, 
printed 1n quarto Lond. 1667. and dedicated ta 
Honors Favourites, and the intire Friends of 
the Family of the Sh:rleps. In the Compoſure 
of this Play our Author was afliſted by Mr. }F"7- 
tam Rowley, and Mr. George Wilkins, The 
foundation of it may be read 1n ſeveral Engliſh 
Writers, and Chronicles ; particularly I have 
H 4. teen 
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Teen ; it in Dr. Fuller's Yorthies, in his DEC 
tian, of Suſſex (f). Where the Author ſpea 
ing of the ſubje& of this Comedy ſays thus : 
©Asto the [4 So of theſe Three Bre- 
© thren, I know the Affidavit of a Poet carries 
{but a {mall credit in the Court of Hiſtory, 
© and the Comedy made of them is but a Friend- 
<ly Foe to their Memory, as ſuſpe&ed more 
© accommodated to pleaſe the preſent SpeQa- 
© tars,: than to inform Poſterity. However as | 
« the belief of Mitio (when an Inventory of 
© his adopted Sons Miſdemeanors was brought 
*to him) embrac'd a middle and moderate 
© way, Nec 0mna credere, nec nihil; neither to 
© believe. all things, nor nothing of what was 
© told him: ſo 21 7he Lift of their Atchievements, 
* we-may fafely pitch on the ſame Proportion, 
<:nd when abatement 1s made for Poetical Em- 


< bel iſhments, the remainder will peak them 
F © worthy 1 in their Generations. 


When our Author Died | | know not, bat 


have read an Elegy written on him by his 
Friend Mr, Tateham (i), which begins thus; 


"Don Phoebus now hath loft his Light, 
-- And left his Ruls unto the Night; 
And Cynthia '/be hath overcome - © 

T he day, and darkned the Sun - 
Hhereby we now have loſt our hope, 


Of gazmmg Day m's Horoſcope, GC. 


At this jingling rate he runs on to the end, 

much after the rate of..a Gentleman of  encalue 

1 (ut, who writ a more ingenious Poem, ypon 
(1) Pap, 107. Oc, 9 Fancy s Theatrgs 
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the Tranſaftions between a Landlord and his 
Tenant Day, who privately departed from 
him by Night; printed 1n a ſingle Sheet, Lond. 
1684. To ſhew the Parallel give me leave to 
tranſcribe the firſt fix Lines, by which the 
Reader may guels at the Rell. 


Here Night, and Day conſpire a Fre SS ; 
For Day they ſay 1s gone away by Night. © 
T heDay is paſt, but Landlord where's your Rent, 
You might ha' ſeen, that Day was almoſt ſpent. 
Day fol and did put off what e're he might, 
1 ho it was ne're ſo Dark, Day would be Light. 


Thomas Decker. 


A Poet that liv'd in the Reign of King James 
the Firſt, and was Contemporary with that 
admirable. Laureat, Mr. Benjamin Johnſon. He 
was more famous for the contention he had 
with him for the Bays, than for any great Re- 
agnion he had gain'd by his own Writings. 
Let even 1n that Age, he wanted not his Ad- 
mirers, nor his Friends amongſt the Poets: 1n 
which number I reckon the Ingemous Mr. 
Richard Brome; who always ſtil'd him by the 
Title of Father.. He clubb'd with Febfter in 
writing Three Plays; and with Rowley and Ford 
inanother: and I think] may venture to ſay, 
that theſe Plays as far exceed thoſe of his own 
Brain, as a platted Whip-cord exceeds a fingle 
Thread in ſtrength. Of thoſe which he writ 
alone, I know none of much Eſteem, except 
d be Untruſſing the Fumourons Poet, and that 
Eng LOT We chielly 
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chiefly: on account of the Subje& of it, which 
was the Witty Ber Johnſon. He has had a 
Hand in Twelve Plays, Eight whereof were of 
his own Writing. Of all which I ſhall give an 
account,in their Alphabetical Order,as tollows; 
 F#ortunatns, a Comedy; of which I can give 
no other account than that T once barely law 
tt and 1$ printed in quarto. : 
Honeſt Whore, the Firſt Part; a Comady, 
with the Humours of the Patient Man, and the 
tonging Wife, ated by her Majeſties Servants 
with great applauſe; printed in 4* Zond.1635. 
Foneſt Whore, the Second Part; a Comedy, 
with the Humours of the Patent Man, the /m- 
patient Wife ; the' Honeſt Yhore,periwaded by 
itrong Arguments to turn Curtizan again: her 
brave refuting thoſe Arguments ; and laſtly the 
Comical paflage of an 7ta/ian Bridewel, where 
the Scene ends: printed in quarto Lord. 1630. 
'Fhis Play I believe was never aCted, neither 
is It divided into Ads. The paſlage between 
the Patient Man, and his Tmpatient Wife's g0- 
ing to fight for the Breeches, with the happy 
Event, 1s exprelſt by Sr. 70hn Farrington 1n 
Verſe. See his Epigrams at the end of Orlando 
Fitrzoſo, Book 1. Epigr. 16. 5 
tf this be not a good Play, the Devil 15 wm it, 
a Comedy acted with great applauſe, by the 
Queen's Majeſties Servants, at the Red Bak; 
printed Zond. 16--- and dedicated to his loving, 
and loved Friends and Fellows, the Queens 
Majelties Servants: by which he means the 
Actors: The beginning of his Play, ſeems to 
be writ in imitation of MHatchiavel's Novel of 


Bet 


Belphegor : where Pluto ſummons the Devils 
to Councel. 0 

Match me in London, a Tragi-Comedy often 
preſented, firſt at the Bull in St. Fohn's Street, 
and lately at the Private-houſe 1n Drury-lane, 
call'd the Phenix ; printed in quarto Lonud.1631. 
and dedicated to the Noble Lover (and de- 
lervedly Beloved) of the Muſes, Lodowzck 
Carle! Eſquire. Some account this a tolerable 
old Play. 

Northward-F, a Comedy ſundry times ated 
by the Children of Pauls, printed in quarto 
Lond. 1607. This Play was writ by our Au- 
thor, and Fohn Webſter. "The Plot of Green- 
ſhield and Featherſtone's pretending to May- 
berry that they had both lain with his Wife, 
and how they came to the knowledge of each 
other by her Ring, A# x. Sc. 1. is founded on 
a Novel which is in the Daucento Novelle del 
S7gnr Celio Maleſpini, Par. 1. Nov. 2. 
 Satyromaſtix, or The Untruffmg the Fumonr- 
os Poet, a Comical Satyr preſented publickly 
by the Right Honourable the Lord Chamber- 
lain's Servants, and privately by the Children 
of Pauls, printed in quarto Lond. 1602. and 
dedicated to the World. This Play was writ 
on the occalion of Ben. Johnſon's Poetaſier, 
where under the Title of CH; Ben 
laſh'd our Author, which he endeavour'd to 
retaliate by Untruſſing Ber under the Title of 
Horace Fanior. This Play 1s far inferior to 
that of Mr. Johnſon, as ind 
Poetry were no ways comparable to his: but 
bs may be {aid in our Author's behalf, that 
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eed his abilities in 
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*twas not only lawful, but excuſable for him 
to defend himſelf: pray therefore hear 0 of 
his Defence in his own language, and then 
cenſure as you pleaſe. © Forace (fays he (») ) 
© txail'd his Poeraſters to the Bar, the Poetaſters 
©Untruſs'd Horace ; how worthily either, or 
© how wrongfully, (F/r1d) leave it to the Jury: 
* Horace (queſtionleſs) made himſelf believe 
© that his Burgonian-wit might deſperately chat- 
©lenge all Comers, and that none durſt take 
© up the Foyles againſt him. Its likely, 1 he 
had nat ſo believ'd, he had not been 10 
*deceiv'd, for he was anſ{wer'd at his own 
©Weapon : And 11 before. 4po4s himſelt (who 
61s Coronatar Poetarum) an 1nquiſition ſhould 
© be taken ;touching: this lamentable merry 
© murdering of Innocent Poetry : all Mount 
© Hellicon to Bun-hill, would find it on the 
© Peetaſters ſide fe defendends. 

Weſtwzard-Fo, a Comedy divers times ated 
by the Children of Pauls, and printed in quarto 
Lond. 1607, This was writ by our Author 
and Mr. #"ebfter. es 

Whore of Babylou, an Hiltory, a&ted by the 
Prince's Servants, and printed in quarto Lord. 
1607. The deſign of this Play 1s under feign'd 
Names to ſat forth the 'admirable Yirtues of 
Queen Zkzabeth, and thei Dangers which ſhe 
eicap'd, by. the happy diſcovery of thoſe De- 
ſigns againſt her Sacred Perſon by the Jeſuites, 
and other Biggoted Papiſts. The Queen is ſha- 
dow'd under the Title of 7 :7ania ; Rome under 

that of Babylon ; Campian the Jeſuite is repre- 

(v) See Epiſtle Dedicaory. 
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ſented by the Name of Campeins; Dr. Parry 
by Parridel, &Cc. Cr is a 
What's Hiſtory, a Play laid to be writ by 
Him and HYebſter, and printed 1n ; wry Tho' 
I never ſaw this Play, yet I ſuppole the ſubject 
of 1t is Sr. 7 homas Yyat of Kent, who made 
an InſurreCtion in theFarit year of Queen Mary 
to prevent her Match with Phz/ip of Spain - 
but as this is only conjecture, I mult reſt in 
luſpence till I can ſee the Play. pips 
| Beſides theſe Plays he joyn'd with Rowley 
and Ford 1n a Play call'd The F7tch of Edmonton, 
of which you will find an account in F:Hiam 
Rowley. 

There are Four other Plays aſcrib'd to our 
Author, in which he 1s {aid by Mr. Phz/hps (*) 
and Mr.. #7nftanley (7) to be an Aflociate with 
Zohn Webſter ; viz. Noble Stranger ; New Trick. 
to Cheat the Devil ; Weakeſt goes to the Wall ; 
Woman will have her Will. Inall which they 
are miſtaken; for the firſt was written by 
Lewis Sharp, and the other by anonymous 
Authors. | 


Sr John DENHAM, Anght 
of the BATH. 


A Poet of the firſt Form, whoſe Virtue and 
Memory wall ever be as dear to all Lovers of. 
Poetry, as his Perſon was to. Majelty at felt ; 
L mean, King Charles the Fartt, and Second. 


(s) Modern Poets, pu 116, () Lives of the Pogtsg pur 37+ 
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He was the only Son of Sir John Denham of 
little Zoreſly in £//ex, but Born at Dablin in 
treland. His Father being at the time of his 


Nativity a Judge of that Kingdome, and Lord | 


Chief Baron of the Exchequer. But before the 
Foggy Air of that Climate, could influence; 
or any way adulterate his Mind, he was brought 
from thence his Father being prefer'd to be 
One of the Barons of the Zxchegquer in England. 
At Sixteen years of Ape, in the Year 1631. he 
was taken from School, and ſent to the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford, where he became a Member 
of Trmity Colledge. In this Society heſpent 
ſome years ; after he was remoy'd again to Lon- 
don, and tollow'd the Study of the Civil Law. 
The Civil War breaking out, this Honour- 
able Perſon exerted his Loyalty fo far, that 
upon the voluntary offer of has Service, he 
was 1ntruſted by the Queen, to deliver a Meſ- 
{age to his Majeſty, (*) *Who at that time (v:z. 
*©1n 1647.) was 1n the hands of the Army. By 
© Hugh Peterss Aﬀiſtance he got admittance 
* to the King, who' was then at Cauſham, and 
: "AY deliverd his Inſtructions, his Majeſty 
© was pleaſed to diſcourſe very freely with him 
of the whole ſtate of Afﬀairs; and at his de- 
© parture irom Famprom-Conrt, he was pleas'd 
*to command him to ſtay privately in London, 
*tq fend to him, and to receive from hint all 
* 1s Letters from and to all his Correſpon- 
*dents at Home and Abroad ; and he was far- 
© ther furniſht with Nine Cyphers in order to 
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ſafety to the Perſons with whom he corre- 
(\ſponded ; but about Nine Months after, being 
d1i{cover'd by their knowledge of Mr.Cowley's 
Hand, he happily e{cap'd beyond-Sea both tor 
himſelf, and thoſe that held Correſpondence 
(with him. He got ſafe to His Majeity King 
© Charles the Second, and during his Attend- 
ance on the King in Zo/audand France, His 
(Majeſty was pleas'd ſometimes to give him 
© Arguments, to divert -and put off the evi] 
(Hours of their Baniſhment, which '{(as he 
© modeſtly exprefles himſelf) now and then 
( fell not ſhort of His Majeſty's ExpeQtation. 
At His Majeſty's departure from St.Germans 
to Jerſey, he was pleas'd without any ſollicita- 
tion, to confer upon Sir 70/7, the office of Sur. 
veyor General of all His Majeſties Royal Build- 
ings; and at his Coronation,created him Knight 
of the Barth. This Honor he enjoy'd Eight 


years, and then ſurrenderd up his Honor with. 

is Soul, on the Tenth day of March in the 
Year 1668. at his Houſe near //h:te-haf, and 
was Buried the Twenty-third Inſtant at Yeft- 
Minſter, amongſt thoſe Noble Poets, Chaacer, 
wpencer, and Cowley. 

Aﬀeer this Abridgment of his Life, I am 
next to give you a Summary of his Works. 
They conſiſt of Poems, part of which are Tran- 
{lations; as The Deftrufion of Troy, an Ff/ay 
on the Second Book of Virgil's Ainels, 7 he 
Paſſion of Dido for F.neas, being the later part 
of the Fourth Book; Sarpedon's Speech to Glaucus, 
being part of the Twelfth Book of Homer ; 
'T'wo Pieces from the Italian 0i Mancing, age 

the 
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the two firſt Cardinal Virtues, Prudence, and 
Juſtice, &c. Others, are his own ProduQtons, 
amongſt which his Coopers Ft is moſt com: 
mended ; A Poem, which (in the Opinion of 
Mr. Dryaen (*), who 1s without contradi&ion 
a very able Judge 1n Poetry) for the Majeſty of 
the Stile, 18, arid ever will be, the exat# Standard 
of good Writing. His Verſes on Sir Yilliam 
£anſhaw's Tranſlation of 7] Paſtor Fido, and 
his Preface. to the Deſtrut?ion of Troy, ſhew 
ſufhciently his Judgment, and his Tranflations 
themſelyes his Genius, for Peformances of that 
nature: and admitting 1t true, that few Ver- 
fions deſerve praiſe; yet Fs are tobe excepted 
from the general Rule. His Elegy on Mr. 
Cowley, (part of which we have tranſcribed i 
already 1n the Account of that great Man (*); 
will make his Name famous to Poſterity : and 
there wants nothing to eterniſe his Name, but 
a Pen equal to has, (1f any ſuch were to be 
found) to perform the like Friendly office to 
his Manes. 

He has writ but one Play, but by that Speci- 
men we may judge of his ability in Dramatick, 
as well as Epick Poeſy ; this Play being gene- 
rally commended. Tis call'd The Sophy,a Tra- 
gedy, acted at the Private-houſe in Þlack-frzars 
with good applauſe: "Twas firſt printed 1n 
quarto Lond. 164.2. but ſince publiſht with his 
Poems and Tranſlations; all which are ded1- 
cated to King Charles the Second. 'The laſt 
Edition being printed in oftavo Lond. 1671. 
For the Plot of this Play, it is the ſame with 

(:) Ep. Dcde ro Kival Ladits: (b) Sec Pap. 83, DE, 
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that of Baron's Mirza, (which Story. you may 
find in Herberts Travels) tho' difterently hand- 
ied by each Poet : and tho' it has been objetted 
by Mr. Zaron, that our Author kills Abbas 1n 
this Tragedy, who really furviv'd lome years 
after the Murther of his Son ; 1t may be an- 
{wer'd, That he did only Poetical Juſtice, and 
took no other Liberty than what 1s allow'd by 
Forace (*)- 

—— Piftoribus atgue Poetis 

Qurdlibet audend! ſemper furt aqua Poteſtas. 


John DovEeR: 


A Gentleman of whom TI can give no other 
account than what I learn from a Play he has 
written; v/Z "That he was of Grays-/nn ; and 
that to divert himſelf after the Fatigue of the 
Law, he employ'd himſelf in Reading Hiſtory, 


the Effe&s whereof produc'd The Roman Ge- 


nerals, or T he Diſtreſſed Ladies, a Play written 
in Heroick Verſe, printed in quarto Lond.1677. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable Roberf 
Lord Brook. "The Plot, as far as 1t concerns 
Hiſtory, may be read in Platarch's Lives of 


Czar and Pompey ; lee beſides Suetonins, Lucan, 


ec. © But the Author has not (as he himſelf 
© owns (1) altogether follow'd, nor yet declin'd 
*Hiltory, leaſt by the one, his Play might be 
*took for a Piece tranſlated out of Zzvy, or 
* Lacan, or by the other for an idle Romance ; 
* but like the Traveller for Delight, he has 
*lometimes follow'd and ſometimes quitted his 
*Rode. This Play, as I conjecture from the 

(c) De Arte Poeticas (a) Eviſtic Dedicatory, | 
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Prologue and Epilogue was never acted, they 
being rather addreſs'd to the Stationers Culto. 
mers, than the Audience. 

John Drrp#N, E/q; 

A Perſon whoſe Writings have made him re- 
markable to all forts of Men, as being for a long 
time much read, and 1n great Vogue. It 1s no 
wonder that the Characters given of him, by 
tuch as are,or would be thought Wits, are var1- 
ous ; lince even thoſe, who are.generally allow 'd 
to be ſuch, are not yet agreed 1n-their VYerdidts. 
And as their [Judgments are different, as to his 
Writings ; 1o are their Cenſures no leſs repug- 
nant to the Managery of his Life, ſome excu- 
ling what theſe condemn, and fome exploding 
what thoſe commend : So that we can {ſcarce 
nnd them agreed in any One thing, ſave this, 
That he was Poet Laureat and Hiltoriogra- 
pher to His late Majeſty. For this, and other 
Reaſons, I ſhall wave all Particularities of his 
Late; and let paſs the Hiltoriographer, that I 
may keep the cloſer to the Poet, toward whom 
T ſhall uſe my accuitom'd Freedome ; and ha- 
ving ſpoken my Sentiments of his Predeceffors 
Writings, ſhall venture without partiality, to 
exerciſe my ſlender Judgment 1ng1ving a Cen- 
{ure of his Works. 

Mr. Dryden 1s the moſt Voluminous Drama- 
tick Writer of our Age, he having already ex- 
rant above Twenty Plays of his own writing, 
as the Title-page of each would perſwade the. 
Vorld; tho' ſome people have been 1o bold 
as to call the Truth of. this 1n queſtion, and to 


propo- 


the. 


old 
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propogate in the world another Opinion. 
His Genius ſeems to me to incline to Tragedy 
and Satyr, rather than Comedy : and methinks 
he writes much better in #Herozcks, than in 
blank Perſe. His very Enemies mult grant 
that 7here his Numbers are {weet, and flowing ; 


| that he has with ſucceſs praQtic'd the new way 


of Verſifying introduc'd by kts Predecelſor Mr. 
Wahler, and tollow'd ſince with ſucceſs, by Sr. 
Fohn Denham, and others. But for Comedy, 
he 1s for the moſt part beholding to French 
Romances and Plays, not only for his Plots, 
but even a great part of his Language: tho' 
at the ſame time, he has the confidence to pre- 
varicate, 1f not flatly deny the Accuſation, and 
equiyocally to vindicate himſelf; as in the Pre- 
face to the Mock Afrohoger : where he men- 
tons 7 homas Corneille's be. Feint Aftrologue be- 
caus'd 'twas tranſlated, and the Theit prov'd 
upon him ; but never ſays One word of Mol. 
here's Depit amoreax, irom whence the great- 
e{t part of F7/d-blood and Facimta, (which he 
owns are the chiefeſt parts of the Play) are 
ſtollen. T cannot paſs by his Vanity (*) in 
laying, © That thoſe who have called /7rez/, 
e7erence and Tafſo, Plagiaries (tho' they much 
£:3njur'd them) had yet a better Colour for 
*their Accuſation : nor his Confidence in ſhe]- 
tring himſelf under the protection of their 
great Names, by afhrming, © That he 1s able 
*to ſay the ſame for his Play, that he urges for 
"their Poems; vs. That the Body ot his Play 
*1s his own, and ſo are all che Ornaments ot 
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© Language, and Elocution in them. I appeal] 
only to thoſe who are vers'd in the French 
Tongue, and will take the pains to compare 
this Comedy with the French Plays above- 
mention'd; 1t this be not ſomewhat more than 
Mental Reſervation, or to uſe one of his own 
Expreſſions, (f) A Sophiſticated Truth, with an 
allay of Lye mt. 

Nor are his CharaQters leſs borrow'd 1n his 
Tragedies, and the ſerious parts of his Tragt- 
Comedies ; as I ſhall obſerve in the ſequel. It 
ſhall ſufhice me at preſent, to ſhew how Magi- 
Iterially he hufts at, and domineers over, the 
French in his Preface to the Congueſt of Gra- 
ada. © T ſhall never (ſays he) ſubject my Cha- 
© racters to the French Standard; where Love 
*and Honour are to be weigh d by Drams and 
©and Scruples : yet, where I have deſign'd the 
© patterns of exact Virtue, ſuch as in this Play 
*are the Parts of Ahnahide, of Ozmyn, and Ben: 
*zaida, T may ſafely challenge the beſt of 
*theirs. Now the Reader 1s delir'd to obſerve 
that all the Characters of that Play are ſtollen 
irom the French : ſo that Mr. Dryden took 2 
ſecure way to Conquelt, for having robb'd 
them of their Weapons, he might ſafely chal- 
lenge them and beat them too, eſpecially ha- 
ving gotten Ponce de Leon (2) on has fide, 1n 
diſguiſe, and under the Title of Almanzor : and 
ſhould Monfieur de Yoiture preſume to lay 
claim to his own Song L' Amonr ſous ſa Loy &C. 
(") which Mr. Dryden has robb'd him of, and 
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plac'd in the Play of Sr. eMarim Marr-ahl, (he- 
ing that Song which begins Þl/mmd Love to this 
Hour &c.) our Poet would go nigh to beat him 
with a Staff of his own Rimes, with as much, 
eaſe, as Sr. eMartin deleated the Bailifts 1n 
reſcue of his Rival. | 

But had he only extended his Conquelts over 


the French Poets, I had not medled 1n this 


Aﬀair, and he might have taken part with 
Achilles, and Rinaldo, againlt Cyrus, and Oroon- 


| aates, without my engaging 1n this Forreign 
| War: but when I found him fluſhe with his 
| Victory over the great Scadery, and with At- 
| 77an20's alliſtance triumphing over the noble 
| Kingdome of Granada; and not content with 
| Conqueſts abroad, like another Z4/zus Ceſar, 
| rurning his Arms upon his own Country ; and 
| as1t the proſcription of his Contemporarics 
| Reputation, were not ſuſhcient to fatiate his 
| 1mplacable thirſt after Fame, endeavouring to 


demoliſh the Statues and Monuments of his 


Anceſtors, the Works of thoſe his Uluſtrious 
| Predeceſfors, Shakeſpear, Fletcher, and Fohnſon - 


{ was refolv'd to endeavour the reſcue and 
preſervation of thoſe excellent Trophies ob 


| Wit, by raiſing the Poſ/e-comtarus upon this 


Poetick Almanzor, to put a ſtop to his Spoils 
upon his own Country-men. 'Theretore I pre- 
ſent my ſelf a Champion in the Dead Poets 
Cauſe, to vindicate their Fame, with the ſame 
Courage, tho' TI hope different Integrity than. 
Alimanzor engag'd in defence of Queen Alna- 
hide, when he bravely Swore like a Zero, that 
his Cauſe was right, and She was innocent; 

| | 7 3 tho' 
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tho Jult before the Combat, when alone, he 
own'd he knew her falle : (') 


T have ont-fac'd my ſelf, and juftify'd 
What T knew faijſe to all the World beſide. 
She was as Faithleſs as her Sex could be ; 
And now 1 am alone, ſhe's ſo to me. 


But to wave this digrethion, and proceed to 
" the Vindication of rhe Ancients; which that 
I may the belicr perturm, lor the Readers Di- 
verlion, and that Mr. Dryden may not tel] me, 
that what I have fſa1d, 1s but grazrs difZum, 1 
ſhall ſet down the Heads of his Depoſitions a- 
gainlt our ancieat Englith Poets, and then en- 
deavour the Deicnce of thoſe great Men, who 
certainly detery'd much better of Poſlterity, 
than to be ſo difreipectively treated as he has 
nied them. 

Mr. Shateſpear as hrſt 1n Semiority I think 
ought to lead the Van, and therefore TI ſhall 
give you his Account of him as follows (+): 
© Sbakeſpear who many times has written better 
* than any Poet 11 any Language, 1s yet ſo far 
from wr-Ling Wit always, or expreſſing that 
£Wit according to the dignity of the Subject, 
5 that he writes 1n many places below----- the 
f dulleſt Writers of ours, or any precedent Age. 
fHe 1s the very Jauas of Poets; he wears al- 
f molt every where two Faces: and you have 
* {caxce begun to admire the One, e're you de- 
 ipiſe the other. Speaking of Mr. $þabeſpear's 
* Plots, he ſays chey were lame, (!) and that 


x (i) act, 9 » ICs 1s (k/ Poſticripr C0; Granadas Page I 46: 
(1) Iid, page 143, 
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many of them were made up of ſome ridicu- 
© lJous, incoherent Story, which 1n one Play, 
© many times took up the buſineſs of an Age. 
{T ſuppoſe ({ays he) I need not name Pericles 
Prince of Tyre, nor the Hiſtorical Plays of 
© Shakeſpear ; Beſides many of. the reſt, as the 
* Winters Tale, Love's Labour loft, Meaſure for 
* Meaſure, which were either grounded on Im- 
© poſſibilities, or at leaſt fo meanly written, that 
| frhe Comedy neither cauſed your Mirth, nor 
| the. ſerious part your Concernment. He 
| fays further, (”®) © Moſt of Shakeſpear's Plays, I 
* mean the Stories of them, are to be found 1n 


| * the Feccatomouthi, or Hundred Novels of 


*Cinthio. T have my ſelf read 1n his Italian, 
© that of Romeo and Fuliet ; The Moor of Fence, 
and many others of them. 

He Characteriſes Mr. Fletcher, who writ 
after Mr. Shakeſpear ("), * As a Perſon that 
* neither underſtood correct Plotting, nor that 
which they call T be Decorum of the Stuge : of 
which he gives ſeveral Inſtances out oi Phz- 
later, FHumourons Lieutenant, and Faithful 
| Shepherdeſs ; which are too long to be here 1n- 

lerted. In another place he ſpeaks of Fletcher 
thus (o); Neither 1s the Luxuriance of Flercher 
*a leſs fault than the Careleſneſs of Shakeſpear. 
*He docs not well always, and when he does, 
*he1s a true Engliſh-man ; he knows not when 
*to give over. lt he wakes 1n one Scene, he 
' commonly ſlumbers in another: and 11 he 
* pleaſes you in the firlt three Acts, he 1s fre- 

(Mm) Preface to Mock A{traloger. Be 4. (0) Poſtſcripts poI44+ 
Q lid. p. 146, | 
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E quently ſo tired with his Labour, that he goes 
+ heavily 1n the Fourth, and {inks under his 
<Burthen 1n the Fifth. Speaking of his Plots, 
£(v) he ſays, Beaumont and Pletcher had molt 
of theirs from Spanzſh Novels : witneſs T he 
© Chances, The Spaniſh Curate, Rule a Wife and 
have a Wife, The little French Lawyer, and lo 
£ many others of them as compole the greateſt 
part of their Volume in Fol. 

As to the great Fen Fohnſon he deals not 
much better with him, though he would be 
thought to admire him ; and 1t he praiſe him 1n 
one Page, ne wipes 1t out in another : thus tho 
he calls him *Z he moſt Fudicious of Poets (1), 
«and Jummtable W1ter, yer, he iays, his Excel- 
Clency liy 1n the low CharaQters of Vice, and 
Folly. When at any time (ſays he) Fer 
£4im'd at Wit 1n the {trifter ſence, that 15 
{ſharpneſs of Conceit, he was forc'd to borrow 
* from the Ancients, (as to my Knowledge he 
*did very much from Plautus:) or when he 
£Erruſted himl[-It alone, often fell into meanneſs 

© of expreſſion. Nay he was not free from the 
£ jowelt and moſt groveling Kind of Wit,which 
* we call Clenches ; of which Every Man in his 
* Humoar 1s infinitely full, and which 1s worle, 
*the witticſt Perſons in the Dramma ſpeak 
* them. 

Theſe are his own Words, and his Judg- 
ment of theſe three Great Men in particular, 
now take his Opinion of them all 1n general, 
which 1s as follows ; (*) © But Malice and Par- 


(p) rret. AStrot. B. 4. (0) Folticript, p. 146, (r) Poſt- 
CHipt PIs 143» 
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(iality ſet apart, let any Man, who under- 
©{tands Engliſh, read diligently the Works of 
* Shakeſpear and Fletcher ; and I dare undertake 
© that he will find 1n every Page, either ſome 
© Soleciſme in Speech, or ſome notorious flaw 1n 
*Sence. In the next Page, ſpeaking of their 
Sence and Language, he ſays, *©I dare almoſt 
*challenge any Man to ſhew me a Page toge- 
*ther which 1s correct in both. As tor Fer 
*Fohnſon 1 am loath to name him, becauſe he 
*1s a moſt judicious Author, yet he often falls 
c1nto theſe Errors. Speaking of their Wat, he 
grves 1t this Character (f), ©I have always 
*acknowledg'd the Wit of 6ar Predeceflors, 
© with all the Veneration that becomes me; but 
©T am ſure, their Wat was not that of Gentle- 
© men; there was ever ſomewhat that was IIl- 
* bred and Clowniſh 1n it: and which confelſt 
*the Converſation of the Authors. Speaking 
of the advantage which acrues to our Writing, 
from Converſation, he ſays (*), *In the Age 
* wherein thoſe Poets liv'd, there was leſs of 
* Gallantry, than in ours; neither did they 
* keep the beſt Company of theirs. Their For- 
* tune has been much like that of Zprcarus, in 
©the Retirement of his Gardens : to live al- 
©Cmolt unknown, and to be Celebrated after 
©their Deceaſe. I cannot find that any of them 
© were Converſant in Courts, except Ber Zohn- 
© {on + and his Genus lay not ſo much that way, 
*as to make an Improvement by 1t. He gtves 
this CharaQer of their Audiences (*); ©'They 
* knew no better, and therefore were ſatisfied 


" (9 Wide ps 148. (3) Ibid, (u) Ibid. 144: 
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- with what they. brought. Thoſe who call 
"theirs The Golden Age of Poetry, have only 
* this Reaſon for it, that they were then con- 
©tent with Acorns, before they knew the uſe 
*of Bread; or that "Aais Srvis was become a 
Proverb. 

Thele are Errors which Mr. Dryden has 
found out 1n the molt Correct Drama ck Poets 
of the laſt Age, and fays (*) 1n defence. ot our 
preſent Writers, 'Thar if they reach not ſome 
Excellencies of Ber Zohuſon, yet at leaſt they 
are above that Meannels of Thought which 
he has ca d, and which 1s 1o irequent in him. 

After this he falls s upon the Gentlemen of 
the laſt Age in a Character, which (as Bayes 
{ays) 1s ſheer point and Satyr throughout (7); 
jor after having Drolld upon them, calling 
them O/d Fellows , Grave Gentlemen, '&c. he 
ilummes up his Evidence, and fings an Zo 7 r2- 
umphe ; alcribing his Victory to the Gallantry 
and Civility of this Age, and to his own Know- 
ledge of the Cuſtoms and Manners of it. 

I nwſt do Mr. Dryden this juſtice, to ac- 
quaint the World, that here, and there in this 
POernpr, he interſper ſes ſome faint Praiſes of 
theſe Authors; and "68s the Reader's Pardon 
lor accuſing them (*), *Defiring him to con- 
« fider that he lives in Age where has leaſt 
* faults are {eyerely cenſur d, and that he has 

*no way left to extenuate his failings, but by 
*ſhewing as great in thoſe whom he admires. 

Whether this be a ſufficient Excuſe or no, I 

leave to the Criticks : but ſure T am that this 
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procedure ſcems exactly agreeable to the Cha- 
rater which an ingenious Perſon draws of a 
Malignant Wart, (*) * Who eonſcious of his own 
Vices, and ſtudious. to conceal them, en- 
* deavours by Detraction to make 1t appear that 
* others allo of greater Eſtimation in the 
©world, are tainted with the ſame or greater: 
*as Infamous Women generally excuſe their 
* perſona] Debaucheries, by incriminating up- 
*on their whole Sex, callummiating the molt 
* Chaſt and Yairtucus, to palliate their own dil- 
* honour, | 

But "tis not the Poets only that Mr. Dryden 
attacks, tor had I time, I could calily prove he 
has Amanzor-like tell foul upon almoſt all Re- 
I1gions, Parties, and Orders of Mankind; 1o 
that whilſt he was 4poHo's Subſtitute, he has 
play'd as odd Tricks, and been as Mad as his 
own W11d-Bull which he turn'd loole 1n Szerra 
Ronaa (® ) ; 


Whilſt Monarch-like he rang'd the hfled Field, 


wome toſs'd, ſome gor'd, ſome trampling down 


he kill'd 


And as 1f by being Laureat, he were as In. 


fallible as St. Peter's Succeſlor; and had as 
large a Deſporick Power as Pope Stephanus the 
Sixth to dama his Predeceſlors ; he has atlaulte 
ed with all the Bitterneſs imaginable not only 
the Church of Z#xg/and, but alio ridicul'd the 
ſeveral Profe!lions of the /u7herans, Calumiſts, 
Socmins, Presbyterians, FHugonots, Anabaptiſts, 


(3) Þr. Charleton's Different Wits 6f Men, P+ 120» (b) 
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Tndependents, Quakers, &c. tho' I muſt obſerve 
by the way, that lome people among the Per- 
{waſtons here mention'd might juſtly have ex- 
pected better uſage irom him on Account of 
old Acquaintance 1n the Year 1659. But this 
being at preſent Foreign to my Subject, I ſhall 
not after an Act of Oblivion revive forgotten 
Crimes, but go on with the Thing I have un- 
dertook, (70 477) The Defence of the Poets of 
the lait Age. 

Were Mr. Dryden really as great a Scholar, 
as he would have the World believe him to 
be; he would have call'd to mind, that Homer, 
whom he profefſeth to imitate, had ſet him a 
better pattern of Gratitude, who mentions 
with Reſpect and Kindneſs his Maſter Phems, 
Mentor of [thaca, and even Tychins, the ho- 
neſt Leather-dreflſer, Had he follow'd Y7rrg:!, 
whom he would be thought to eiteem ; inſtead 
of Reproaches, he had heap'd Panegyricks, on 
the Aſhes of his I{luſtrious Predeceflors: and 
rather than have tax'd them with their Errors 
in {ſuch a rude manner, would have endea- 
vourd to hx them 1n the 'Temple of Fame, 
as he did MHnuſens, and the Ancient Poets, in 
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fludied (*), and whom he has imitated in his 
greateſt Weakneſs, 1 mean his Ingratitude : 
it at leaſt that excellent Wit could be guilty 
of a Crime, {ſo much below his Breeding ; for 
the very ſuſpicion of which, Sca/zger ( who 
like Mr. Dryden {eldome ſpares any man,) has 
term'd him Barbarous(f). Z7zgratus Horatius, 
atgue animo barbaro atque ſervili; qui ne a Me- 
cenate quidem abſtinere potuit : ſtquidem quod 
azunt, verum eſt, Malthinum ab eo appeHlatum, 
cujus demiſſas notaret tunicas (s). Mr. Dryden 
having imitated the ſame Fact, certainly he 
deſerves the ſame puniſhment : and 1f we may 
not with Scalzger call him Barbarons, yet all 
ingenious Men, that know how he has dealr 
with Shakeſpear, will count him ungrateful ; 
who by furbiſhing up an Old Play, witneſs 7 he 
Tempeſt, and Troilus and Creſſida, has got more 
on the third Day, than 1ts probable, ever Zo- 
race receiv'd from his Patron for any One Poem 
in all his Lite. The like Debt he ſtands engag'd 
for to the French for ſeveral of the Plays, he has 
publiſht ; whach 1t they exceed Mr. Shakeſpear 
in Oeconomy, and Contrivance, 'tis that Mr. 
Dryden's Plays owe their Adyantage to his sk1ll 
in the French 'Tongue, or to the Age, rather 
than his own Condu&, or Performances. 
Honelt Shakeſpear was not in thole days ac- 
quainted with thoſe great Wits, Scudery, Cat- 
prenede, Scarron, Corneitle, &c. He was as much 
a Stranger to French as Latine, (in which, i! 
we beheve Fen Johnſon, he was a very 1mall 
(ce) Pref, Relzg, Laicz, laſt Parzoraph. (£} Poet. L.z.C.97. 
(2) Malthinss tanicis demifits ambulat s Satyrar, L.1. $00.0 
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Proficient; ) and yet an humble Story of Ds- 
raftus and Fawnza, lervd him for AW rnter's 
Tale, as well as 7 he Grand Cyrns, or T he Cap- 
Zrve Queen, could furniſh out a Laurear for a 
Conqueſt of Granada. Shakeſpear's Meaſure for 
Meaſure, however deſpis'd by Mr. Dryden with 
his Mach Ado about Nothing, were behev'd by 
Sr. William Davenant, (who I preſume had as 
much judgment as Szr Pofitrve At-all ®) to 
have Wit enough in them to make one good 
Play. 

'To conclude, 1t Mr. Shakeſpear's Plots are 
more irregular than thoſe of Mr. Dryden's 
(which by ſome will not be allow'd) 'tis be- 
cauſe he never read Ari/totle, or Rapim ; and 
think 7afſo's Arguments to Apollo 1n defence 
of his Greruſalemme Liberata may be pleaded 
in our Author's behalf. (i) Che ſolo haven ub- 
brdito al talento, che gl: havea dato la Natura, (9 
al inſpiratione della ſua ſereniſſima Calliope ; che 
per cio /i pareva ai compitamente haver ſodis- 
fatto a gli obblight tutti della Poetica, nella quale 
ſua Maeſta non havendo preſcritto legge alcuna, 
20n ſapea veder con gual autorita Ariltotile ha- 
weſſe publicato le Regole di efja: ech' eghi non 
mai havendo udito aire, che m Parnaſlo /# defſe 
altro $;2nore, che ſua Maeſta, e le ſue Sereni/ſime 
Dive, il ſuo Peccato art nm havere nbbidito a' 
commandamenti dAriitotile era proceduto da 
mera iznoranza, non aa malitia alcuna. The 


—_ — 


{h) Sce 5ullen Lovers, p. 5, (i) I Ragguaxti di Parnaſſo 
ai Soccalin, Rigg. 28, Or Boccalini's advertiſements from 
Parnaſſus fdvertif, 28, 
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Sence of which is thus; That he had only 
obſery'd the Talent which Nature had given 
him, and which his Ca/lope had infpired into 
him : Wherein he thought he . had fulfill 'd all 
the duties of Poetry, and that his Majeſty ha- 
ving preſcribd no Laws thereunto, he knew 
not with what Authority Ar:fotle had pub- 
liſhed any Rules to be obſerved 1n 1t: and that 
he never having heard that there was any o- 
ther Lord in Parnaſ/us but his Majelty, his 
fault 1n not having oblervd Ari/tozle's Rules, 
was, an Error of Ignorance, and not of any 
Malice. 

As to Mr. Fletcher, ſhould we grant that he 
underſtood not the Decorum of the Stage, as 
Mr. Dryden, and Mr. Flecknoe before him 1n 
his Diſcourſe on the Engliſh Stage, obſerve ; 
his Errors on that account, are more pardona- 
able than thoſe of the former, who pretends 
{ſo well to know 1t, and yet has offended againft 
{ome of its molt obvious and eſtabliſhed Rules. 
Witneſs Porphrriaus (*) his attempt to. kill the 
Emperor whoſe Subject he was, and who ofter'd 
to adopt him his Son, and give him his Daugh- 
ter in Marriage. Philocles (!) joining with 
Prince L:/tmantes in taking the Queen Pri- 
ſoner, who rais'd him to be her chief Fa. 
vourite (®), If to wound a Woman be an Tn- 
decency and contrary to the CharaGter of Man- 
hood, of which he accuſes Ph/aſter, * and 
Perigot : * than Mr. Dryden has equally offended 
with Mr. Flercher, fince he makes Abdelmelech 


&k) Tyranick Love. (1) Maiden Queen. (1) Poſticript, 


950. 14.4: * Philaſter, * Fiihiul Shepherdyle, 
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kill Zyndaraxa ("). It it be contrary to the 
Decorum of the Stage for Demetrius and Leon. 
Zins to ſtay in the midſt of a routed Army, tg 
hear the cold Mirth of The FHumourons Lieu- 
tenant (*) tis certainly no lefs,to {tay the Queen 
and her Court, to hear the cold Mirth of Ce- 
ladon and Flerimel about their Marriage Cove- 
nants, whilſt the main Action 1s depending (?). 
It Mr. Fletcher be tax'd by Mr. Dryaen ( ,) tor 
introducing Demetrius with a Piltol] in his 
Hand (1n the Humourous Lieutenant) in the 
mext Ape to Alexander the Great : I think Mr. 
Dryden committed as great a Blunder in his 
Lambra Dance (*), where he brought in the 
Mahometans bowing to the Tmage of Jupiter. 1 
could give you ſeveral other Inſtances, but 
theſe are enough to ſhew, that Mr. Dryden 1; 
no more Infallible than his Predeceflors. 

As to his failing in the two laſt Acts, (a fault 
Cicero lometimes alludes to, and blames in an 
Idle Poet; (')) its more to be imputed to his 
Lazineſs, than his want.of Judgment. T have 
either read, or been 1nform'd, (I know not well 
whether) that twas generally Mr. Hetcher's 
practice, after he had finiſh'd Three Ads of a 
Play to ſhew them to the Aftors, and when 
they had agreed on "Terms, he huddled up the 
two laſt without that care that behoov'd him: 
which gave opportunity to ſuch Friends as Mr. 

(n Ccnqueſt of Granada, F.Part. (0) Poſtſcript, —_— 
(p) Maiden Queen. (q) Poſtſcript, 167d. (r) Conqueſt of Gri- 

aada, part I, «f) Tull. lib: ds Sencff, [non procul ab initio} 5 
qua ſc. Natura ' non veriftmile eſt, cum ceterx partes zxfitis bere 
dcicripte fint, extremum aRum, ranquam ab incrci Poerd, eff: 


ncelectum, 
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Dryden to traduce him. This, tho' no qult 
excuſe, 'yet I believe was known to Mr. 

Dryden before, and therefore ought not as an 

att of Tgnorance,to have been urg'd 1o fiercely 

again{t him. 

As to his Plots being borrow'd, 'tis what 1s 
| allowed by Scahper, and others; and what has 
| been pratticd by Mr. Dryden, more than by 
any Poet that I know: ſo that Ze of all Men 
living had no Reaſon to throw the firſt Stone 
at him. But Mr. Dryden 1s of the nature of 
thoſe Satyriſts deſcrib'd by Scalger (*) ; Com- 
mune eft omnibus profiteri ſeſe omninum pene ho- 
ſtem; pauciſſmorum parciſſunum laudatorem - 
Se. guogue vuhnerare ut altos imterficere liceat j 
nam ne amicts quidem parcunt. 

To come laſtly to Ben Johnſon, who (as Mr. 
Dryden affirms (*), ) has borrow'd more from 
the Ancients than any: I crave leave to ſay 
in his behalf, that our late Zazrea? has far 
out-done him in Thefts, proportionable to his 
Writings: and therefore he 1s guilty of the 
higheſt Arrogance, to accuſe another of a 


Crime, tor which he 1s moſt of all men liable 
to be arraign'd. (*) 


by 


Qs tulerit Cracchos de ſeditione querenteis ? 


1; HL muſt further alledge that Mr. Fohnſor 1n 
;, | borrowing from the Ancients, has only fol- 
low'd the Pattern of the great Men of former 
Ages, Homer, Virgil, Ovid, Horace, Plantus, 
{ erence, Seneca, &c. all which have imitated 
the Example of the induſtrious Bee, which 
(rt) Pct, L.izs Cogg- (vu) Pref. Mock Aﬀtio!, {\) Ziv. Sar 2, 
K + ſacks 


_ riſe of his Thefts. Notwithſtanding he ac- 


4vy Geor. Le 3. 2) Evil, Ln, Ep. £ 
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ſacks Honey from all ſorts of Flowers, and 
lays 1t up 1n a general Repoſitory. "Twould 
be a&Zum agere to repeat what 1s known to all 
Learned Men; that there was an Illad written 
before that of Homer, which Ar:/totle men- 
tons; and from which, (by Sazaas, Elan, 
and others,) Homer 1s ſuppoled to have bor- 
row'd his Deſign. Yrrg:i} copied from F7e/10d, 
Homer, Piſander, Euripides, T heocritus, Aratus, 
Ennins, Pacuvins, Lucretins, and others ; as 
may be ſeen in Macrobins, and Putvio Ur/ini. 
which laſt Author has writ a particular 'Trea- 


counted it no. Diminution to his Worth, but 
rather gloried in his Imitation : for when ſome 
{narling Criticks had accus'd him for having 
borrow'd his Delign from Homer, he reply'd; 
TV: 4 Lo 5 
Tis the Act of an Hers, to wreſt Fercules's 
Club out of his Hand. Befides he not only 
acknowledges 1n particular his making uſe of 
Heſma, 7) : 
 Aſcraumque cano Romana per oppida carmen . 
But extreamly glories 1n his being the firſt La- 
tine Poet that had treated on Country Aﬀairs : 


Ovid not only took the Deſign of his Mere: 
1morpheſts, from the foremention'd Parthenzus: 
but even Forace himſelf notwithſtanding his I 
Hypercritical Sentence againſt ſuch as under- Þ , 
took that Province, and did not well acquit 
themſelves, {tiling them (*). 

----{mitatorum ſtultum pects, ----- 


Yet 
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Yet, I ſay, He himſelf not only imitated Lucihus 
in his Satyrs, and followed r7/to7le 1n his E- 
piſtle De Arte Poetica : but allo tranſlated Yer- 
batim thoſe Fragments of the Greeks, which in 
| ſome Editions are to 'be found at the End of 
| Pindar's Works, and inlerted them in his firſt 
| Book of Ozes, as might be eaſily made appear, 
| were 1t not too long a Diſcurſton. 
For this Reaſon I ſhall only ſpeak ſaccinaly 
of the Latine Dramatick Poets, moſt of which 
| were Imitators at leaſt, 1f not wholly behold- 
7 ing to the Greek Poets for their ProduCtons. 
= Thus Sexeca 1n his Tragedies imitated Zarz- 
© prdes, and Afchylus , F erence borrow 'd from 
* Menander, and in his Prologue to Aarne, 
| quotes Nevins, Plautus, and Ennins for his 
Authority. I could enumerate more Inſtances, 
# but theſe are ſufficient Precedents to excuſe 
| Permit me to ſay farther in his behalf, That 
) if 1n 1mitation of theſe 1lluitrious Examples, 
| and Models of Antiquity, he has borrow'd 
{ from them, as they from each other ; yet that: 
| he attempted, and as ſome think, happily ſuc- 
| ceeded in his Endeavours of Surpaſling them : 
| infomuch that a certain Perſon of Quality (*) 
| makes a Queſtion, © Whether any of the Wir 
| *of the Latine Poets be more Terſe and Elo- 
| *quent 1n their Tongue, than this Great and 
| ©Learned Poet appears 1n ours. 
| Whether Mr. Dryden, who has likewiſe ſuc- 
ceeded to admiration 1n this way, or Mr. 7oh1- 
ſon have moſt improv'd, and beſt advanc'd 
(a) Poems and Eſſays, By Mr. Edw, Howard, p. 24: 
K 2 what 
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what they have borrow'd from the Ancients, 
T ſhall leave to the deciſion of the abler Cri- 
ticks: only this I mnlſt ſay, in behalf of the 
later, that he has no ways endeavour'd to con- 
_ceal what he has borrow'd, as the former has 
generally done. Nay, in his Play call'd Sejanus 
he has printed in the Margent throughout, 
the places from whence he borrow d.: the 
lame he has practic'd in ſeveral of his Maſques, 
(as the Reader may find in his Works; )) a Pat- 
tern, which Mr. Dryden would have done well 
to have copted, 'and had thereby ſay'd me the 
trouble of the following Annotations. 

"There 1s this difterence between the Pro- 
ceedings of theſe Poets, that Mr. Fohnſon has 
by Mr. Dryden's Confeſlion (*) De/ien'd his 
Plots himſelf ; whereas I know not any Onc 
Play, whoſe Plot may be 1aid to be the Product 
of Mr. Dryden's own Brain. When Mr. 7oh1- 
fon borrow'd, 'twas from the Treaſury of the 
Ancients, which 1s ſo far from any diminution 
of his Worth, that I think it 1s to his Honor; 
at leaſt-wiſe I am ſure he 1s juſtified by his Son 
Carthwright, 1n the following Lanes (*) : 


What tho' thy fearching Muſe did rake the duſi 
Of Time, & purge old Mettals from their Ruſt! 
1s it no Labour, no Art, think they, to . © 

Snatch Shipwracks from the Deep,as Divers dl! 

And reſcne Jewels from the covetons Sand, 

Making the Seas hid Wealth adorn the Land? 

What tho' thy culling Muſe did rob the ſtore 

Of Greek and Latine Gardens, to bring ore 


( þ) Prefe Mack A trols (c) Carthwright”s Poems, p. 215. 
Plants 
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Plants to thy Native Soil? their Pirtue were 
Tmprov'd far more, by being planted here : 
If thy Still to their Eſſence doth refine 
So many Drugs, 1s not the Water thine? 
Thefts thus become juſt Works ; they and their 
Grace + | 
Are wholly thine; thus-doth the Stamp and Face 
_ that the King's that s raviſh'd from the 
Me; 


Tn others then 'tis Oar, mm thee "tis Corn. 


On the contrary, tho Mr. Dryden has like- 
wile borrow'd. from the Greek and Latine 
Poets, as Sophocles, Pirgil, Horace, Seneca, &Cc. 
which I purpoſely omit to tax him with, as 
thinking what he has taken to be lawful prize : 
yet I cannot but obſerve withal; that he has 
plunder'd the chief 7talan, Spaniſh, and French 
Wits tor Forage, notwithſtanding his pretend- 
ed contempt of them : and not only ſo, but ever 
his own Countrymen have been torc'd to pay 
him tribute, or to ſay better, have not beett 
exempt from being Pillag'd. This I ſhall ſut- 
nciently make out 18 the Examen of his Plays ; 
in the mean time, give me leave to ſay a word, 
or two, in Defence of Mr. Johnſon's way of 
Wit, which Mr. Drygen calls Clenches. = 

There have been few great Poets which 
have not propos'd ſome Eminent Author | for 
their Pattern, ( Examples of this would be 
needleſs and endleſs.) Mr. 7ohnſou propos'd 
Plautus for his Model, and not only borrow'd 
from him, but imitated his way of Wit in Eng- 
liſh. There are none who haye read him, but: 
K 3 are 
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are acquainted with his way of playing with 
Words: I will give one Example for all, which 
the Reader may find 1n the very entrance of 
his Works ; I mean the Prologue to Arphitruc. 


Tuftam rem ty facitem oratnm a vobis wolo : 
Nam juſte ab juſt1s juStus ſum Orator datus. 
Nam imjuſta ab juſtis impetrare non decet - 


| Fuſla autem ab muſtis petere mnſipientia ft. 


Nor might this be the ſole Reaſon for Mr. 
Fohnſon's Imitation, for poflibly 'twas his Com- 
pliance with the Age'that indue'd. him-to this 
way of writing, 1t being then' as Mr. Dryden 
obſerves (4) the Mode of Wart, the. Vice of the 
Age, and not Ben. Johnſon's: and ,belides Mr. 
Drydaen's taxing Sir Philip Sidney tor playing 
with his Words, I may add thar. I fiad it pra- 
&uis'd by ſeveral Dramatick Poets,. who were 
Mr. Fohuſon's Cotemporaries:; and -notwith- 
ſtanting the adyantage which this, Age claims 
over the laſt, we hnd Mr. Dryden himſelf as 
well as Mr. 70/nſon, not only given to Clnches; 
but ſometimes a Carwichet, a Quarter-quibble, 
Or a bare Pan ſerves has turn, as well as his 
Friend Pur in his 7/4 Gallant; and there- 
tore he might have ſpar'd this Refle&ion, if he 
had given himſelt the ]1berty of Thinking. 
As to his Refledtions on this T'riumvirate in 
general : I might eaſily prove, that his Im- 
proprieties in Grammar, are, equal to theirs: 
and that He himlſc]i has been guilty of Sole- 
ci{ms 1n' Speech, and Flaws 1n Sence, as well 
as Spatkeſpear, Fletcher, and Johnſon - but. this 
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- (4) roſticript co Gragada; y. 148. TY 
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would be to waſt Paper and Time : and beſides» 
I conſider that Apoltos Laws like thoſe of our 
own Nation, allow no Man to be try'd twice 
for the ſame. Crime: and Mr. Dryden having 
already been arraign'd before the Wits upon the 
| Evidence of the Rota, and found Guilty by 
Mr. Chfford the Foreman of the Jury: I ſhall 
{ſuppreſs my further Evidence, till I am ſferv'd 
with a Subpeana, by him, to appear beiore thar 
Court, or have an Action clapp'd upon me by 
his ProQtor, as guilty of a Scauda/um Archi- 
Porte; and then I ſhall readily give 1n my De- 
politions. _ 

For theſe, and the like Reaſons, I ſhall at 
preſent paſs by his diſ-obliging Reflections on 
ſeveral of his Patrons, as well as the Poets his 
Cotemporaries : his little Arts to ſet up him- 
ſelf, and decry others ; his dexterity 1n alter- 
ing other Mens Thoughts, ſo as to make them 
paſs for his own ; his Tautologies ; his Petty- 
Larcenies, which notwithſtanding his ſtiling 
of -himſelf Saturnine, ſhew him ſufficiently 
Mercurial, at leaſt, 1f Plagiaries may be ac- 
counted under the Government of that Planer. 
In fine, (1f Old Moody will allow me to borrow 
that word) he reſembles Vulgar Painters, who 
can tolerably copy after a good Original, but 
either have not judgment, or will not take 
the pains themſelves to deſign any thing of 
value. 'This will eaſily appear 1n the follow- 
ing Account of his Plays, of which I come 
now to ſpeak. 72. | 
Albion aud Albanins, an Opera pertormd at 
the Queen's Theatre in Dor/ct-Garden, and 

| ; K 4. PT1tts 
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printed in Folio, Lond. 1685. ©'The Subje& 
. Goff It (as the Author ſays) 1s wholly Alle- 
*gorica]; and the Allegory it felt ſo very ob- 
fyious, that 1t will no ſooner be read, than 
©underſtood. I need not therefore take the 
Pains to acquaint my Reader, that by the Man 
on the Pedeſtal, who 1s drawn with a long, lean, 
pale Face, with Fiends Wings, and Snakes 
wilted round his Body : 'and incompaſt by 1e- 
veral Phanatical Rebellious Heads, who ſuck 
Poyſon from him, which runs out of a Tap in 
his Side, 15 meant the late Lord Shafzsbary, 
and his Adherents. TI ſhall not pretend to pals 
my cenſure whether he delſerv'd this uſage 
from our Author, or no; but leave it to the 
Judgments of Stateſmen and Polititians. How 
well our Author has drawn his other Cha- 
raCters, I ſhall leave to the deciſion 'of the 
Criticks: as alſo whether Monſieur Grabat, or 
our Poet deſerves the preference; or either of 
them merit thoſe Splits which Mr.Drygden 
in both their Names challenges as their due; 
ſince I find an Author of a different Opinion, 
who thus deſcribes them. 22 nd To 


Grabut 47s Yoke-mate ne're ſhall be forgot, 
Whem th' God of Tunes upon a Muſe begot, 
Bays on a double ſcore to him belongs - 

As well for writing as far ſetting Songs. 
For ſome have ſworn,(th' Intrigue ſo od is laid) 

7 hat Bayes and Fe miſtook each others Trade 
Grabur the Lines, and He the Muſick mage. 


All for Love, or The World well Loft ; a Ta- 
redy acted at the Theatre Royal; and written 
| rs in 


nc 
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in 1mitation of aan gon ſtile, printed in 
quarto Lond. 1678. and dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Thomas Farl of Danby. That our 
Author has nearly imitated Shakeſpear 1s evi- 
dent by the following Inſtance. In the Co- 
medy call'd Much Ado about Nothing (*) the 
Baſtard accuſes Hero of Diſloyalty before the 

| Prince, and Claudio her Lover: who (as ſur- 
pris'd at the News,) asks, Who! Hero? Faſt... 
Even ſhe, Leonaro's Hero, your Hero, every 
Mans ZZero. In this Play, ( p on the hike oc- 
calion, where Fentiains accuſes Cleopatra, An- 
tony 1ays, Not Cleopatra! Fen. Even the my 
| Lord! Anz. My Cleopatra? Yen. Your 'Cleo- 
| patra; Dollabella's Cleopatra : Every Mans Cleo- 
| patra. Ex homine hunc natum aicas. Our Au- 
| thor with quſtice prefers the Scene betwixt 41- 
Zonits hd Pentidins in the firſt At, to any 
thing he has written in that kind :: but as to 
his defence of the Scene between Ofavzra and 
Cleopatra, in the end of the third Ad, there 
are ſome Criticks' who are not yet ſatisfied, 
that'it is agreeable to the Rules of Decency 
and Decorum, to'make Perſons of thetr Cha- 
racter demean themſelves contrary to the Mo- 
deſty of their Sex. For the Plot ſee Plutarch 
in Y7t. M, Ant. Suetonins 1n Aug. Dion Caſſis, 
Lib. 48. 51, Ore/tus, Lib. 6. Cap. 7.  Floras, 
L. 4- C.11. Apprian de Bellis Civilibus, Ly. 
 Amboyna, a Tragedy ated at the Theatre 
Royal; printed in quarto Lond.1673. and dedt- 
cated to the Right Honourable the Lord Cl:f- 
ford of Chudleigh. "The Plot of this Play 1s 
(c) AR 3. pe tot (f) AR 4. Þ. $4: 


found- 
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founded chiefly on Hiſtory, being an Account 
of the Cruelty of the Dazch to our Country. 
Men in Amboyna, An.Dom. 1618. "There was 
a Book publiſht by the Za/t-7udia Company, 
which I never {aw, but I have read a Relation 
extracted from thence by Mr.Parchas,and prin- 
ted 1n his P:ſgrimage, Vol. II. L. 1o. Ch. 16. 
There: are ſeveral other Authors that have 
mention'd this Story, as Sander/on's Hiſtory of 
King Zames, pag. 577. Subb's Relation of the 
Dutch Eruelties to the Engliſh at Amboyna, 
mg: 1n quarto Lond. 1632. Wanley's Ht 
tory of Maru, Lib. 4.. Ch. 10. Ex. 1. 'ThePlot 
of the Rape of 1ſabinaa, by Harman Junior, 
1s founded on a Novel in Cynthio Gyralai, 
Deca 5* WNov. 10. OE 

. Alſignation, or Love in a Nunnery, a Comedy 
acted at the Theatre Royal, / printed 1n quarto 
Lond.i678. and dedicated to. his moſt Honour'd 
Friend :S1r Charles S14/cy Baronet. This Play 
was Damn d on the Stage, or as the Author 
phraſes.it (2), 77 ſucceeded-tt in the Repreſenta- 
Zion. 1 ſhall not pretend to determine, any 
more .than the Author, *Whether the fault 
© was 11 the Play it ſelf, or 1n the lameneſs of 
*the Action, or 1n the number of its Enemies, 
©who .came.relſolv'd to damn it for the Title: 
but this I know, that his Refleftions en Mr. 
Ravencrofts Play , calld Mamamouchi,, pro- 
vok'd :him to a retort in another Prologue 
(*) to. a new Play of his a&ed the Vaca- 
Uon following, part of which as relating to 
this Play, I ſhall tranſcribe. ebogin 


: (G) Epiſtle Dedicatory () Careleſs Lovers, AE 


EI—— 
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An Author did to pleaſe you, let his Wit run 
Of late, much on a Serving-man,and Cittern; 
And yet you would not like the Serenade, 
Nay, and you damn'd h1s Nuns mm Maſquerade. 
Tou aid his Spaniſh Smg-ſong too abhor, 

Ah! que locura con tanto rigor. | 
1n fine, the whole by you ſo much was blam'd, 
To att their parts the Players were aſham'd ; 
Ah ! how ſevere your Malice was that Day ; 
1 o damn at once the Poet and his Play. 

But why, was your Rage juſt at that time ſhown, 
When what the Poet writ,was all his own ? | late, 
Tell then be borrow d from Romance,and did tranſ= 
id thoſe Plays found a more indulgent Fate. 


But 1n this Mr. Ravercroft 1s very much de- 
cety'd, for moſt of the CharaQters, as well as 
the Incidents are borrow'd trom French Ro- 
mances; as for inſtance, The Characters of 
the Duke of Mantua, Prince Frederick and Lu- 
cretia, are bor:ow'd from 7 he Annals of Love, 89 
1n the Story of Conſtance the fair Nun, pag. 81. 
but as to the Scene of the Pe777r0at and Belty 
Ake (i) lo much commended by Mr. Fayes(*), 
{ believe 'twas Mr. Dryden's own Contrivance. 
The Characters of Aure/an, Camillo, Laura, 
and Yoletta, are taken from Scarron's Comical 
Romance, in the Hiſtory of Deſtiny and Madam 
Star. See Ch. 13. pag. 43. The Humour of Be- 
2ito's affecting Muſick, to the prejudice of his 
Carcaſs (?), 1s borrow'd from 9uzmault's Cha- 
rater of Zodoler, in the begining of his La 
Comedie, ſans Comedic. The pafſlage of Fron. 
* (4) Ag. Scot, (k) Rehearſal, Att34 [+ 33» (1) Att.r, Sc-r. 

ICT DRIES av | DE, Fona's 
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tona's throwing water npon Laara and Yioletta i 


{®) 1s taken from Les Contes de M. de la Fon. 
taine. premiere partie, NMov.11. pþ.74. There are 
other French Authors that have handled the 
fame Story, as Les Cent Nouvelles Nomuvelles. 
La Damoiſehte a Ceenr ouvert &. © 
Aureng-gebe, a Tragedy ated at the Theatre 
Royal, printed in quarto Lond. 1676. and dedi- 
cated to the Right Honourable Fob Earl of 
Mulzrave. The Plot of this Play 1s related at 
large in Tavermer's Foyages into the Indies. 
Vol. I. Part 2. Gh.2z. Our Author 1s not wholy 
tree from Thefts in this Play, and thoſe who 
have ever read Seneca's Hippolitus, will allow 
that Aureng-zebe has ſome reſemblance with 
His Character, and that Nourmabal, 1s in part 
copied from Pheara, which will the better ap- 
ear, 1 the Reader: will compare the follow- 
mg Lines. (") OY 


{hhos priores, quos Tulit quondam pucr ; 
_ Cumprima puras barba ſienaret genas, 


Aar.(o) I am not chang'd,I love myHusband ſtill 
 ButLove him as he was when youthful Grace 
And the firſt bloom began to ſhade his Face. 


Hip. ————— Magne reguator Deam, 

Tam lentus audis ſcelera ? tam lentns vas ? 
Ecquando Seva fulmen emittes manu, © 
97 nunc ſerenum eſt ? ed 

, ——— Me vebox cremet 
 TranſuGus ignis. Sum uocens ; merai mort; 
Placui. noverca. TD 


—— _—_—_ 


/ I ! * | 7 ED 
{m) AR z.p. 22, (n) Hippolitus, AR 2 Sc. 3. (0) Aurenz* 
wed AR 8-56 4s 7-H: | qe 9) Aiits 
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Aur. Heavens can you this without quſt yen- 
- ...... Feance near, 
When will you Thunder, if it now be cleart 
Yet Her alone let not your Thunder ſeize : 
I too deſerve to dye, becaulc I pleaſe. 


T could cite other paſſages in thts Play bor- 
row'd from Seneca, but this 1s enough to con- 
vi& our Author of borrowing from the Latine 
Poets, now give me leave to give you one In- 
ſtance Itkewife of his borrowing from Mr. 
Milton's Sampſon Agoniſtes. (?) 


Dal. I ſee thou art implacable, more deaf [ſeas 


To Prayers than winds and ſeas, yet winds to . 


Are reconcil'd at length, and ſea to fhore : 
Thy anger unappeaſable {U1] rages, 
Eternal Tempelt never to be calm'd. 

* Emp. Unmov'd ſhe ſlooa,G deaf to all my prayers, 
As Seas and Winas to ſmking Mariners ; 


Haut Seas grow Calm,and Winds are reconcil'd - 
Her Tyrant Beauty never grows more mild. 


There are many other Hints from this Poem, 


that are inſerted in this Play by Mr. Dryden, 


and which I ſhould not have laid to his Charge 
had he not accus'd Ben Fohnſon of the ſame 
Crime. ak 
Conqueſt of Granada, by the Spaniards, in two 
Parts, aGted at the Theatre-Royal, printed 1n 
quarto Lond, 1678. (4) and dedicated to his 


Royal Highneſs the Duke, Theſe Plays I have 


ſeen ated with great Applauſe, which ſo pufft 


up our Author with vanity, that he could not 


Ee et ee yes. 


-(p) Sampſon Agoniſtes, 7. 1098, * dure p. 8. (9) Third Edir, 
| ITE. 
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refrain from abuſing his Predeceflors, not only 
in the Poſtſcript already mention'd ; but even 
in a detracting Epilogue to the ſecond Part, 
which I ſhall leave to the Readers peruſal, 
T have already hinted, that not only the Zp:- 
ſoaes, and main Plot, but even the CharaGters 
are all borrow'd from French and Spaniſh Ro- 
mances, as Almahide, Grand Cyrus, Ibrahim, 
and Guſman : fo that Mr. Dryden may be laid 
_ to have madea Rod for himſelf, in the follow- 
ing Lines; (*) 

And may thoſe drudges of the Stage, whoſe Fate 
fs damn'd dull Farce more dully to Tranſlate, 
Fall under that Exciſe the State thinks fit 
{oſet on all French Wares,awhoſe worſt is Wit. 
French Farce worn out at home, 1s ſent abroad; 


' And patcht up here is made gur Engliſh Mode. 


How much Mr. Dryden has borrow'd from 
the French in this Play, cannot be comprehend- 
ed in the compaſs to which I confine my ſelf; 
and therefore I ſhall only mention ſome of the 
molt remarkable Paſſages which are ſtollen. 1 
am therefore 1n the firſt place to begin with the 
Perſons repreſented : The Character of Ahnas- 
or 1s chiefly taken from Ponce de Leon in Al- 
mahide ; from Ozmin in Cuſman, and Artaban 
in Cleopatra. His other Charafters of Boad- 
aelin, Almahide, Ferdinand and Tſabella, Duke 
of Arcos, Ozmin, Hamet, Comet, &c. are taken 
irom Almahide. The CharaQters of Ozm7n and 
Benzaiaa, are borrow'd from /brahim, in the 
Story ot Ozmm and Alibech, and Lyndaraxa, 
ny Prologue, Firſt part, 


arc 
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are copied from Prince Ariantes, Agathirfis, and 
Elibeſts ; See Grand Cyrus, Part IX. Book. | 
[I am now to gtve ſome Inſtances that may 
make good my Aﬀertion, That Mr. Dryden has 
borrow'd molt of his "Thoughts, as well as his 
CharaRters from thoſe Authors abovemention'd, 
tho' he has new cloath'd them in Rime. In the 
beginning of the Firſt Ad, he has borrow'd the 
Deſcription of his PY#/l-feaft, from Guzman's 
Fuego de Toros fy Cannas © See the Story of Oz- 
min and Daraxa, part I. pag. 82. and 85. The 
Deſcription of the FaQRtions pag. 4. ts borrow'd 
from Almahide p. 1. The next four Lines ſpo- 
ken by the King 1s taken from Prince Maf/z's 
advice in Almahide, p. 6. The King's Speech 
in going between the FaQtions, pag. 5. 1s bor- 
row'd from Almahide, Part 3. Book 2}. p. 63. 
The Deſcription of the Quarre] between 7 a- 
rifa and Ozmn, 18 founded on Abindarrays his 
Speech in Alm. p.2. The Riſe of the Fami- 
lies, p. 6. from the ſame. Almanzor's killing 
Gomel, frem Alm. p.64. His quelling the Fa&- 
ons, from Ahn. p. 64, 65. In the Second AR, 
| Almanzor's Victory, and his taking the Duke 
of Arcos Priſoner, p, 12. is copied from 4hna- 
hide, p. 65. The Scene between Abdalla and 
Lyndaraxa, p. 13. 1s ſtollen from Ahn. p. 62. 
and from the Story of #/hbeſts1n Cyras, Part g. 
| Book 1. p. 20. Zulema's Plea for Abaalla's right 
to the Crown, 's L7. is copied from Ahn. p.62. 
His tempting him to Rebellion, from Cyrus 1n 
the place above-mention'd. In the Third AR, 
Almanzor's going over to Abaalla, on the Kings 
refuſa] to grant the Duke of Arcos his Liberty, 
Pag.15. 
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Pag. 18. 1s taken from Am. p. 55. &%c. The 
Sari after the Zambra Dance from the ſame 
page. "The firſt meeting of . Almanzor and 4]. 
mahide, p. 27. frem Alm. p. 69. Of Abdalla and 
Almanz#0r, p. 30. from Alm. p.71. The Contro- 
verly between Almanzor and Zulema, p.3 1. from 
the ork Column. In the Fourth Act, Aman. 
zor's going over to PBoabaelm's Party, p. 34. 1s 
taken from Alm. p.72. Abdelmelech his coming 
to vilit Zyndaraxa1n Diſguiſe, p. 35. 1s ſtollen 
from the former Story of Z/ibe/1s in Cyrus, p. 
25. &c. Abaallaviliting her, being Royally at- 
tended with Guards, p.39. from the ſame, p.67. 
Almanzor's freeing Almahide from Abaalla's 
Captivity, p. 4y. 1s copied from Alm. p. 73. 
'The beginning of the Fifth AR, viz.The Scene 
between Abdalla, and Lyndaraxa, under the 
Walls of the Albayzin, immediately after his 
Deteat, p. 48. is ſtollen from Cyras 1n the Story 
aforeſaid, p. 61. His flying to the Chriſtians, Þ 
Þ- 50. from Ahn. p. 52. Ozmim and Benzaida's iſ 
flight, p. 62. from /brahim, p. 8. 

I might proceed through the Second Part, 
did I not fear the Reader to be already as tir'd 
as my ſelf. Iſhall therefore only acquaint him, 
that moſt of that Play is borrow'd as well as 
the former : So that had our Author ſtollen 
from others, in none of his Labours, yet theſe 
Plays alone argue him guilty of the higheſt 
Confidence, that durſt greſume to arraign the 
Ancient Engliſh Poets as Plagiaries, in a Polt- 
ſcript to two Plays, whoſe Foundation and Lan- 
guage are 1n a great: meaſure ſtollen from the 

Beginning to the End. I would therefore 's 
| 116 
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| fireMr. Dryden henceforth to ponder upon the 
following Epigram, which ſeems to give him 
better Adyice. (') 


Cum fuerrs Cenſor, primum te cramime purga, 

Nec tua te damnent fafta nefanda reum. 

Ne tun contemnas aliena negotia curans ; 

An tiht te quiſquam gunttior eſſe poteſt, 

There are ſeveral Authors that have giver 
an Account of this famous AQtion, as Mariana, 
L. 25. C.18. Mayerne Turguet, L. 23. T huanus, 
L. 48. Guicciardine, L. 12, Luc. Marmens Sic. 
L. 20. Car. Perardus. Domimgo Baltanns, &c. 

Don Sebaſtian, King of Portugal: a Tragedy 
acted at the Theatre-Royal, printed in quarto, 
Lond. 1690. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Phz/ip Earl of Leiceſter. This Play 
1s accounted by ſeveral One of the beſt of Mr. 
Dryden's, and was as I have heard acted with 
great Applauſe. The Foundation of 1t 1s built 
upon 2 French Noyel call d Do Sebaſtian, How 
tar our Author has followed the French-man., 


g1ve me leave to take notice of that paſſage in 
his Epiſtle to this Play, where he endeavours 
to clear himſelf from the charge of Plagiaric. 
He ſays, © The Ancients were never accus'd 
. . . & . a 
*of being Plagtaries, for building their Tra- 
* oedies on known Fables. To prove this affer- 
tion he brings ſeveral Inſtances; Thus (fays 
- Þ Che) Auguſtus Ceſar wrote an Ahax, which 


- Þ ©was not leſs his own becauſe #vrp:des had 


*written a Play before him on that Subje& 
(f) Oweni Diſticha Ethica; ed Ep, 31, þ. 119 


Thus 


{ leave to the Readers of both to judge. Only 
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©Thus of late years. CornezHe writ an Oedipus 
© after Sophocles ; and I have delign'd one atter 
©him, which I wrote with Mr. Zee, yet nei- 
© ther the French Poet ſtole from the Greek, nor 
ewe from the French-man. "Tis the Contri- 
Cyance, the new turn, and new Characters 
© which alter the Property, and make it ours. 
T have not that I know of, any where ac- 
cus'd the Poets in general, or Mr. Dryden in 
particular, for borrowing their Plots ; knowing 
that it 18 allow'd by Scalzger, eM. Hedelin, and 
other Writers. "Ts true I have ſhew'd whe- 
ther they were founded on Hiſtory, or Ro- 
mance, and cited the Authors that treat on the 
Subject of each Dramma, that the Reader, by 
comparing them, might be able to judge the 
better of the Poets abilities, and his skall in 
Scenical Performances. But tho' the Poet be 
allow'd to borrow his Foundation from other 
Writers, I preſume the Language ought to bs 
his own; and when at any tune we find a Poet 
tranſlating whole Scenes {rom othersWritings, 
I hope we may without offence call him a Pla- 
giary: which 1t granted, I may accuſe Mr. 
| Dryden of Theit, notwithſtanding this De- 
fence, and 1nform the Reader, that he equivo- 
cates 1n this Inſtance of Oeaipas : for tho' he 
ſtole not from Cornei/e 1n that Play, yet he 
| has borrow'd very much from the Oedipus Ty- 
rannus of Sophocles, as likewiſe from that of 
SCneca. 
For the Plot read the French Novel call'd 
Don Sebaſtian Roy de Portugal tranſlated into 
Engliſh. Faſconce/los his Anacephalzoſts, tut 
ſumms 
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fumma Capita Aftorum Regum Luſitania, Ana- 
ce£þh. 20. See beſides other Writers of the Af- 
fairs of Portugal about 1578, 1n which year 
Sebaſtian was killd. 

Duke of Gmſe, a Tragedy ated by Their 
Majelties Servants, written by Mr. Dryden, 
and Mr. Zee, printed in quarto Lond. 1683. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable ZLau- 
rence Farl of Pochefter. This Play found te- 
veral Enemies at its firſt appearance on the 
Stage : the Nation at that time being in a fer- 
ment about the Succeſſion, which occaſion'd 
leveral Pamphlers, pro and com, to be publiſher. 
'The main Plot is borrow'd from Davila, Meze- 
ray, and other Writers of the Aﬀairs of Charles 
the Ninth, as P. Mathieu, Memorres de Caſtel. 
au. See beſides 7 huanus, 1. 93. The Stor 
of Malicorn the Conjurer may be read in Roſe's 
Hiſtoires 7 ragiques en la Vie de Canope,8® þ.4.4.9. 

Evening's Love, or The Mock Aftrologer, a 
Comedy acted at the Theatre-Royal by His Ma- 
Jeſties Servants, printed 1n quarto Loud. 1671. 
and dedicated to his Grace #/iHiam Duke of 
Newcaſtle. This Play 1s ina manner wholly 
ſtollen from the French, being patcht up from 
Corneille's Le Femt Aftrologue ; Molliere's Depit 
amoreux, and his Les Preczenſes Riarcules ; 
and Qunault's L' Amant Tndiſcreet : not to men- 
tion little Hints borrow d from Shakeſpear , 
Petronins Arbiter &c. The main Plot of this 
Play 1s built on that of CornerHe's, or rather 
Calderon's Play call'd E! Aftrologo fingido, which 
Story 1s hkewiſe copied by MH. Scadery 1n his 
Romance call'd 7brahim, or the Illuſtrious Haſ/a 
L 2 In 
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in the Story of the French Marqueſs. Aurelia's 
afkeQation 1n her Speech p. 3r. 1s borrow'd 
from Mottere's Les Precieuſes Ridicules. The 
Scene between A/on20 and Lopes p. 39. 1s tran- 
{lated from MoPtere's Depit amorenx, At 2.Sc.6. 
Camilla's begging a new Gown of Don Melchor 
Þ. G1. from the ſame. A& 1. Sc. 2. The Love 
Quarrel between #7/d-blood and Facinta ; Maſ- 
cal and Beatrix ; At 4. Sc. the laſt : 1s copied 
from the ſame Play, ACt 4. Sc. 3, and 4 The 
Scene of Y1ld-blood, Jacinta, &c. being dif- 
cover'd by Anrelte's falling into Alnzo's Arms, 
P-73- ©f. 1s borrow d from Qzmmant's £ Amant 
Lnaiſcreet, At 5. SC. 4. 

Kind Keeper, or Mr. Limberham, a Comedy 
acted at the Duke's Theatre, by his Royal 
Highneſs's Servants; printed in quarto Lond 
1680. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 
John Lord: Vaughan. In this Play, (which I 
take to be the beſt Comedy .of his) he ſo much 
expos d the keeping part of the Town, that 
the Play was ſtopt, when 1t had but thrice ap- 
pear'd on the Stage ; but the Author took a be- 
coming Care, that the things that offended on 
the Stage were either alter'd or omitted in the 
Preſs.” One of our modern Writers in a ſhort 
Satyr againſt Keeping, concludes thus ; (*) 


{tr} Cleve”, Poems, p, 94. : " 
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In this Play he is not exempt from borrow- 
ing ſome Incidents from French and 7tahars 
Novels : Mrs. Saintlys diſcovery of Love-all jn 
the Cheſt, A i. 1s borrow'd from the Novels 
of Cynthio Gyraldi; lee prima parte Deca 3 *. 
Nov. 3. The ſame Story is 1n 7he Fortunate 
Decetv'd, and Unfortunate. Lovers, ſee Nov. 7. 
Decerv'd Lovers. Mrs. Brain/icks pricking and 
pinching him, A 3. Sc. 2. 1s copied from the 
Triumph of Love over Fortune, a Novel writ by 
HM. S. Bremond, or elſe from Zehtide of M. de 
Pazs: but theſe are things not worthy to be 
urg'd againſt any One, but Mr. Dryden, whole 
Critical Pen ſpares no Man.” © 

Tndian Emperor, or The Conqueſt of Mexico 
by the Spaniards, being the SeJuel of the /ndiar 
Queen, printed 1n quarto Lond. 1670. and dedi- 
cated to the Moſt Excellent and moſt Illuſtri- 
ous Princeſs Anne Dutcheſs of Monmouth and 
Bucclugh. This Play 1s writ 1n Heroick Verſe, 
and has appear'd on the Stage with great Ap- 
probation, yet it is not wholly free from Pla- 
S14r1e; but fince they are only Hints, and much 
improv d, I ſhall not mention the Particulars. 
| Tis ſufficient for me to obſerve in general that 
he has borrow'd from Plutarch, Seneca, Mon- 
tagne, Fletcher, &c. Mr. Dryden 1n the Second 
Pin to this Play, prefixr a Piece intituled, 
A Defence of an Efjay of Dramatick Poeſy, be- 
ing an Anſwer to the Preface of 7 he Great Fa- 
vourite, or The Duke of Lerma : but upon ſame 
conſiderations our Author was obliged to re. 
tract 1t. For the Plot of this Play 'tis founded 
chiefly on Hiſtory. See Lopez de Gomara Flilt. 

. L3 Genc- 
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General de las Tucas, & de Conquilta de eMexicy, 
De Þry America Pars 9. L.7. Og1eby's America, 
Chap. 3. Sed. 10. Mariana ae Reb. Hiſp. 1.26. 
Cap. 3. Four Letters printed 1n ſeveral Lan- 
guages. I" | 
Marriage A-la-mode, a Comedy acted at the 
Theatre-Royal by Their Viajelties Servants; 
printed in quarto Loud. 1673. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable the Earl of Rocheſter. 
This Play tho' ſtil'd in the Title-page a Co- 
medy, 13 rather a Tragi-Comedy, and conſiſts 
of two different Actions; the one Serzoas, the 
other Comick, both borrow'd from two Stories 
which the Author has tackt together. The 
| Serious Part 1s founded on the Story of Seſs- 
ftris and 7 imareta in the Grand Cyrus, Part 9. 
Book 3. and the Characters of Palamede and 
Rhogophil, from the ſame Romance, Par.6. B* x. 
See the Hiſtory of 7 zmantes and Parthenia. 1 
might mention alſo the Story of Mogaret in 
T he Annals of Love, from whence part of the 
Character. of Dora/ice was poſlibly borrow'd: 
and /.es Contes D Ouville partie premiere p. 13; 
from whence the Fancy of Melantha's making 
Court to her fe]t in Rhodophil's Name is taken; 
but this is uſual with our Poet. oy 
Miſtaken Fusbana, a Comedy atted by His 
Majelties Servants at the Theatre-Royal, and 
printed 1n quarto Lond. 1675. This Play Mr. 
Dryden was not the Author of, tho 'twas a- 
dopted by him, as an Orphan, which might 
well deſerve the Charity of a Scene which he 
beſtowed on 1t. It 1s of the nature of Farce, 
or as the French term 1t Paſ/e Comedie, as Mr. 
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Bentley the Bookſeller has obſerv'd (®). *Tis 


writ on the Model of Plantus's Mienechma : 
and I have read a Story ſomewhat. like 1t 1n 
L' Amant Oyſif. Tome 2. p. 297. Nouvelle n- 
titulee D. Martin. 

Ocatpus, a Tragedy ated at his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke's Theatre, written by Mr. Dry- 
den and Mr. Lee, printed 1n quarto Zond.r679. 
This Play 1s certainly one of the belt Trage- 
dies we have extant; the Authors having bor- 
row'd many Ornaments not only from Sop/hocles, 
but alſo from Seneca ; though 1n requital Mr. 
Dryden has been pleas'd to arraign the Memory, 
of the later by taxing him (*) of Running after 

* Philoſophical Notions more proper for the 
*Study x the Stage. As for Corne/le he has 


ſcouted him for failing in the Charater of 


his Hero, which he calls an Error in the firſt 
ConcoQion: tho' poſlibly 'twas ſo 1n him to 
tall upon two ſuch Great Men, without any 
provocation, and to whom he has been more 
than once oblig'd for beautiful Thoughts. As 
to the Plot 'tis founded on the Tragedies of 
gophecles and Seneca. 

Rrual Ladies, a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre-Royal, printed in quarto Long. 1679. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable Foger 
Earl of Orrery. 'This Dedication 1s 1n the Na- 
ture of a Preface written in Defence of Englith 
Verſe. The Authors Sentiments were alter- 
wards controverted by Sr. Robert Howard, 11 
the Preface to his Plays: to which Arguments 
Mr. Dryden reply'd, towards the end of his 


Alla enum . cat aan. ' 


(1) Epiſtle ro rhe Reader, (x) Preface. 
L 4 Vier 
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General de las Tncas, & de Conguilta de eMexicy, 
De Bry America Pars 9. L.7. Oglieby's America, 
Chap. 3. Se&. 10. eMariana de Reb. Hiſp. 1.26. 
Cap. 3. Four Letters printed 1n ſeveral Lan. 
gUages. DE LS | Ws 
Marriage A-la-mode, a Comedy ated at the 
Theatre-Royal by Their Viajelties Servants; 
printed in quarto Long. 1673. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable the Earl of Rocheſter. 
This Play tho' ſh1'd in the Title-page a Co- 
medy, 13 rather a 'Tragi-Comedy, and conſilts 
of two different Actions; the one Serzoas, the 
other Comick, both borrow'd from two Stories 
which the Author has tackt together. 'The 
| Serious Part 1s founded on the Story of Seſ6- 
ftris and 7 immareta in the Grand Cyrus, Part 9. 
Book 3. and the Characters of Palamede and 
Rhodophil, from the fame Romance, Par.6. B* x. 
See the Hiſtory of 7 7anzes and Parthenia. 1 
might mention alſo the Story of Nogaret in 
T he Annals of Love, irom whence part of the 
Character of Doralice was poſlibly borrow'd: 
and [es Contes D Ouville partie premiere p. 13. 
from whence the Fancy of Melantha's making 
Court to her ſelf 1n Phodophil's Name is taken ; 
but this 1s uſual with our Poet. F 
Miſtaken Husbana, a Comedy ated by His 
Majelties Servants at the Theatre-Royal, and 
printed in quarto Lond. 1675. This Play Mr. 
Dryden was not the Author of, tho *twas a- 
dopted by him, as an Orphan, which might 
well deſerve the Charity of a Scene which he 
beſtowed on 1t. It 1s of the nature of Farce, 
or as the French term 1t Baſ/e Comedie, as Mr. 
«5 oe Ig rs hs 3-8 
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Bentky the Bookſeller has obſervd (®). "Tis 
writ on the Model of Plantus's Menechm: : 
and I have read a Story ſomewhat like 1t in 
L' Amant Oyſif. Tome 2. p. 297. Nouvelle m- 
titulee D. Martin. TE 
Ocatpus, a Tragedy aGted at his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke's Theatre, written by Mr. Dry- 
den and Mr. Lee, printed 1n quarto Z0nd.1679. 
This Play 1s certainly one of the belt Trage- 
dies we have extant; the Authors having bor- 
row'd many Ornaments not only from Sophoc/es, 
but alſo from Seneca ; though 1n requital Mr. 
Dryaen has been pleas'd to arraign the Memory, 
of the later by taxing him (*) of Running after 
* Philoſophical Notions more proper for the 
*Study Gan the Stage. As for Corne/le he has 
{couted him for failing in the CharaQter of 
his Hero, which he calls an Error in the firſt 
ConcoQton : tho' poſlibly 'twas ſo 1n him to 


tall upon two ſuch Great Men, without any 


provocation, and to whom he has been more 
than once oblig'd for beautiful 'Thoughts. As 
to the Plot 'tis founded on the Tragedies of 
Sophoecles and Seneca. 

Rrual Ladies, a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre-Royal, printed in quarto Long. 1679. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable Poger 
Earl of Orrery. 'This Dedication 1s 1n the Na- 
ture of a Preface written in Defence of Engliſh 
Verſe. The Authors Sentiments were after- 
wards controverted by Sr. Robert Howard, 1 
the Preface to his Plays: to which Arguments 
Mr. Dryden reply'd, towards the end of his 

(1) Epiſtle to The Reader, (x) Preface. 
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Dramatick Ellay. Sr. Robert made a Rejoynder, 
when he publiſht his Duke of Lerma - and Mr. 
Dryden aniſwer'd him again in the Preface to 
his [ndian Emperonr,as T have already obſerv'd. 
1 beg leave of my Reader, to make one Re. 
mark on this Prelace, to ReClity the following 
miſtake committed by our Author. He ſays, 
©'That The 7 rageay of Queen Gorbuduc was writ- 
©tenin Englſh Verſe; and conſequently that 
©VYerlie was.not 1a much a new way amongſt us, 
©3s an old way new reviv'd : and that this Play 
* was written. by the late Lord Backbarſ, atter- 
*wards Earl of Dorſet. og 
Mr. Dryden, as well as Sr. Fopling, notwith- 
ſtanding his ſmattering in the Mathematicks, 
1s out 1n his Judgment at Zens: for firlt (tho 
H1s Majeſties late Hiſtoriographer) he 1s m1- 
ſtaken 1n the Title-page - and I muſk 'erave 
leave to tell him by the by, that I never heard 
of any ſuch Queen of Zrttam, any more than 
he, of any King that was in Rhodes, Nay fur- 
ther had he conlylted /ton's Hiſtory of ZEng- 
(and, or any other Writers of Brute's Hiſtory, 
nay, even the Argument of that very Play, he 
would have found Gorbuduc to have been the 
iaft King of that Race, at leaſt the Father of 
ferex and Porrex, 1n whom terminated the 
i.ine of Brute: and conſequently would not 
nave permitted ſo groſs an Error to have eſcapt 
his Pen for Three Editions: tho' it may be 
Mr. Dryaen's Printer was as much to blame to 
print Queen for King, as he ironically accuſes 
Sr. Rabert's for {ctting ſhut tor open. There. arc 
other Errata's in Hiſtory, which T might im- 
— pute 
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pute at leaſt to Mr. Pryden's Negligence ;* but 
[ ſhall at preſent wave them. In the mean 


time I muſt acquaint the Reader, that however | 


Mr. Dryaen alledges that this Play was writ 
by the Lord Puckhurſt, T can allure him that 
the three firſt Ats were writ by Mr. 7 homas 
Norton : and that the Play it ſelf was not writ- 
ten in Rime, but blank Verſe, or if he wall 
have 1t, 1n proſe meſuree, ſo that Mr. Shakeſpear 
notwithſtanding our Author's Allegation, was 
not the firſt beginner of that way of Writing. 
As to his Oeconomy, and working up of his 
Play, our Author 1s not wholly free from P1l- 
lage, witneſs the laſt AR; where the Diſpute 
between Amideo, and FZippolito ; with Conſafuo's 
fighting with the Pirates, 1s borrow'd from Pe- 
tronius Arbyter, as the Reader may ſee by read- 
ing the Story of ZEncolpius, Eiton, Eumolpus, 
and Tryphana, aboard Licas's Veſlel (?). To 
ſay nothing of the Reſemblance of the Cata- 
fſfirophe with that of Scarron's Rival Brothers, 
Novel the Filth, ES 
Secret Love, or The Maiden Queen ; a Tragi- 
Comedy acted by His Majeſties Servants at the 
Theatre-Royal, printed 1n quarto Lond. 1679. 
T have already made ſome obſervations on his 
Preface, p. 14.3. and cannot paſs by his making 
uſe of Bayes's Art of Tranſverſing, as any Qne 
may obſerve by comparing the Fourth Stanze 
of his Firſt Prologue,with the laſt Paragraph of 
the Preface to /brahim. As to the Contrivance 
of the Plot, the ſerious part of 1t 1s founded 
on the Hiſtory of Cleobulne Queen of Corinth, 
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Part 7. Book 2. The CharaQters of Celadoy, 
HFlorimel, Olinda, and Sabina, are borrow'd from 
the Story of P:/itates and Cerimtha in the Grand 
Cyras, Part 9. Book 3. and trom the Story of the 
french Marqueſs in Tbrahim, Part 2. Book 1. 
Sir Martin Mar-all, or The Fejgn'd Innocence, 
a Comedy acted at His Highneſs the Duke of 
Tork's Theatre, printed 1n quarto Lond. 1678. 
This Play 1s generally aſcrib'd to Mr. Dryden, 
tho' his Name be not afhx'd to 1t. But 1n re- 
ality the Foundation of it 1s originally French 
and whoever will compare it with M.9umau/t's 
L£' Amant Tnaiſcret, and Molhiere's I Etouray, 
ou te contre temps, will ind not only the Plot, 
but a great part of the Language of Sr. Martm 
and his Man Farner borrow'd. There are 1e- 
veral other Turns of the Plot copied from 0. 
ther Authors; as #arner's playing on the Lute 
inſtead of his Maſter, and his being ſurpriz'd 
by his Folly; See Francion written by M. Du 
Pare. Lab. 7. Old eMooay and Sr. John being 
hoiſted up 1n their Altitudes, 1s taken (at leaſt 
the hint of it) from Shakerly Marmion's Fine 
Companion , ACt 4. Sc.1. The Song of Blmd 
£5ve to this Hor, (as T have already obſervd 
(*) ) is tranſlated from a Song made by AM. at 
Foiture : tho' I muſt do Mr. Drydea the Juſtice 
to acquaint the World, that he has kept to the 
Sence, and the ſame Meaſure of Verſe. 
Spaniſh Fryar, or The Double Diſcovery, a 
Tragi-Comedy acted at the Duke's Theatre: 
printed in quarto Zong. 168r. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable 7Zobn Lord Haughton. 
(a) Paeltes ae M.Voilures Pe 457. 4 
Whe- 
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Whether Mr. Dryden intended his CharaQer 
of Dominick as a Satyr on the Romiſh Prieſts 
only, or on the Clergy of all rg 1N ge- 
neral, I know not: but ſure I am, that he 
might have ſpar'd his Reilecting Quotation 1n 
the Front of his Play: 
. Ut melius poſſis fallere ſume togam. 

But the truth 1s, ever {ince a certain Worthy 
B1ſhop refus'd Orders to a certain Poet, Mr. 
Dryden has declar'd open defiance againlt the 
whole Clergy ; and fince the Church began the 
War, he has thought 1t bur Juſtice to make 
Reprifals on the Church. Mr. Dryden who 1s 
famous for colle&ing Obſervations, and Rules 
for Writing, has learnt this great Arcauum 
from his Brother Poet, the Tutor to Pacheco 
inthe Comedy of the Reformation (*); © That 
*this one piece of Art of RefleQing 1n all he 
* writes, on Religion and the Clergy, has fer 
foff many an indifferent Play, by the titila» 
*t1on 1t affords the Gallants, who are ſure to 
* get thoſe Verſes all by heart, and fill their 
*Letters with them to their Country Friends. 
But whatever ſucceſs this way of Writing may 
find from the Sparks, 1t can never be approv'd 
on by ſober Men: and there are none who have 
any ſenſe of Religion themſelves,that can with- 
out concern ſuffer 1t to be abus'd ; and none but 
Apoſtates or Atheiſts will be {0 impudent to at- 
tempt 1t: and the real cauſe of their Envy 
and Malice 1s the ſame with that of the Em- 
peror to his Son Aureng-2ebe (>), which with 
Reference to the Clergy may be thus apply'd. 
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Onr Clergy's ſacred Virtues ſhine too bright, 
They flaſh too fierce: their foes like birds of night, 
Shut their dull Eyes, and ſicken at the ſight. 


The Comneal Parts of the Spaniſh Fryar, Lo- 
reu20, and Elvira, are founded on Monſieur S. 
Bremond's Novel call'd the P:lerim. 
State of Innocence, or 1he Fall of Man, an 
Opera written in Heroick Verſe, printed in 
quarto Zong. 1678. and dedicated to Her Royal 
Highneſs the Dutcheſs. Whether the Author 
Has not been guilty of the higheſt Flattery in 
this Dedication, I leave to the Reader's Judg- 
ment; but 1 may preſume to ſay, that there 
are ſome Expretlions in 1t that ſeem {train'd, 
and a Note beyond Z/a; as for Inſtance, © Your 
© Perſon 1s 1o admirable that 1t can ſcarce re- 
*cerve addition, when 1t ſhall be glorified: 
© and your Soul, which ſhines through it, finds 
Et of a Subſtance ſo near her own, that ſhe 
©will be pleas'd to paſs an Age within it, and 
© to be confin'd to ſuch a Pallace. This Dramma 
1s commended by a Copy of Verſes written by 
Mr. Zee; and the Author has prefixt an Apo- 
fogy for Heroick Poetry, and Poetick Licence. 
The foundation of this Opera 1s fetcht from 
Mr. Milton's Paradiſe Loſt. How far our Au- 
thor has tranſcri1bd him, T ſhall leave to the 
inquiry of the Curious, that will take the pains 
to compare the Copy with the Original. 
Tempeſt, or The {uchanted 1/land, a Comedy 
acted at His Royal Highneſs the Duke of 7ort'; 
Rennes and printed in quarto Lond. 1676. 
This Play 1s originally Shakeſpear's (being es 
þ, ON | | fir 
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firſt Play printed in the Folio Edition) and 
was revis d by Sr. D' Avenant and Mr. Dryden. 
The Character of the Saylors were not. only 


the Invention of the former, but for the moſt 


part of his Writing : as our Author ingemouſly 
confeſſeth in his Preface. Tis likewiſe to his 
Praiſe, that he ſo much commends h1s deceas'd 
Predeceflor. But as to his Refleftions on Mr. 
Fletcher, and Sr. John Suckling for having co- 
pied, the One, his Sea Yoyage, the other, his 
Goblins, from this Play; I believe were Mr. 
Dryden to be try'd by the ſame Standard, molt 
of his Plays would appear Copies. 

Troilus and Creſſida, or Truth found ont tos 
late ; a Tragedy a&ed at the Duke's Theatre, 
to which 1s prefixt a Preface containing the 
Grounds of Criticiſme in Tragedy, printed in 
quarto Zond. 167g. and dedicated to the Right 
Honourable 7 hoamas Earl of Sunderland This 
Play was likewiſe firſt written by Shakeſpear, 
and revis'd by Mr. Dryden, to which he added 
ſeveral new Scenes, and even cultivated and 


IH 1mprov'd what he borrow 'd from the Original. 


The laft Scene in the third Ac 1s a Maſter- 
piece, and whether 1t be copied from Shake- 
ſpear, Fletcher, or Euripides, or all of them, I 
think it jnſtly deſerves Commendation. The 
Plot of this Play was taken by Mr, Shakeſpear 
from Chaucer's 7 rotlus and Creſhida; which was 
tranſlated (according to Mr. Dryden) irom the 
Original Story, written in Latine Verſe, by 
One Lollins, a Lombard. 

Tyranick Love, or The Royal «Martyr, a Tra- 
gedy acted by His Majeſties Servants at yo 
_"Thea- 
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Theatre-Royal, printed in quarto Zond. 165", 
and dedicated to the Moſt Illuſtrious Prince 
James Duke of Monmonth and Bucclugh. This 
Tragedy 1s writ in Heroick Verſe : and ſeveral 
Hints are borrow'd from other Authors, but 
much 1improvd. Only I cannot but obſerve 
that whenever the Criticks purſue him, he 
withdraws for ſhelter under the Artillery of 
the Ancients; and thinks by the diſcharge of 
a Quotation from a Latine Author, to deſtroy 
their Criticiſms. Thus in the Preface to his 
Play, he vindicates the following Line in his 
Prologue ; 

And he who ſerwiely creeps after Sence 

Ls ſafe ; ----- . 
By that Quotation of Horace, 
verpit hum? tutus. | 

So he jullifies the following Line in the end of 
the Fourth AQ: 

Wh Empty Arms embrace you whilſt you ſleep, 
From this Expreſſion in /7rgz1, 

--==-acuis ampleftitur ins. 
I could cite you other paſlages out of his Cor: 
gueſt of Granada, Indian Emperor, State of It 
nocence, &c. but theſe are ſufficient to ſhew, 
how much Se//-7a/tification 1s an Article of our 
Author's Creed. As to the Plot of this Tra- 
gedy tis founded on Hiſtory : ſee Zo/omns, 1.4 
Socrates, L.5.C.14. Herodiani Fit. Tn. and 8. 
Ful. Capitolmus, m Vit, Max. Jun. 

Wild Gallant, a Comedy ated at the Theatre 
Royal by Their Majeſties Servants, and prin- 
ted 1n quarto Lond. 1669. This Play tho' thc 
laſt mention'd, by reaſon of the Alphabetic: 

F- 
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Order throughout oblery'd, was yet the firſt 
attempt which our Author made 1n Dramatick 
Poetry ; and met with but indifferent Succeſs 
in the Aftion. The Plot he confefles was not 
originally his own, but however having fo 
much alter'd and beautifted it, we will do him 
the Honour to call him the Author of the Id 
Gallant, as he has done Sr. Robert Howard, the 
Author of the Duke of Lerma(*=) : and by way 
of Excuſe I ſhall tranſcribe his own Lines in 
behalf of a New Brother of Parnaſſus. (*) 


'Tis Mirack to ſee a firlt good Play, 

<All Hawthorns do not bloom on Chriſtmaſs-day; 
A ſlender Poet muſt have time to grow, 

And ſpread and burniſh as his Brothers dd. 
Hho ſtill looks lean, ſure with ſome Pox 1s curſt; 
But no Man can be Falltaft Fat at fir. 


T am next to give the Reader an Account of 
his other Writings and TranſaCtions, as far as 
they are come to my Knowledge, and I ſhall 
begin with thoſe 1n Verſe, becauſe nearer al- 
ily'd to my preſent Subje&t. There are ſeveral 
pieces of this Nature ſaid to be writ by him ; 
as Heroick Stanuzas on the late Ulſurper 
Oliver Cromwel, written after his Funeral, and 
printed in quarto Lond. 1559. Annus Mira- 
bilts, T he Year of Wonders 1666. An Hiſtorical 
Poem deſcribing the Dutch Yar, and the Fire 
of London, printed in oftavo Long. 1667. Ab- 
ſalom and Achitophel, printed in quarto Long. 
1682, This laſt, with ſeveral other of his 


(c) Detznce of his ({Dramat ich Eſſay, Ps ® (d) Miſcellany 
Pong, 39, 1694. P, 2.97.» ; 
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Poems, as the «Medal, Mack Flecknoe, &c. are 
printed in A Co/lef710n of Poems, in otavo Lond 
1684. Sta, or a Second Volume of Poetical 
eMiſcellanics, in oGavo Lend. 1685. Relig 
Lazct, printed in quarto Zond. 1682. 7 hrenodia 
Anguſtahis, or a Funeral-Pindarique Poem on 
King Charles the Second, printed 1n quarto 
Lond. 1685. Hind and Panther, 1n quarto Lond. 
1687. Britannia Redrurva : a Poem on the Birth 
of the Prince, in Fol. Lond. 1688. 
In Proſe he has writ 4s #f}ay of Dramatic 
Poetry, in quarto Lond. 1668. indication of 
Zhe Duke of Guiſe, in quarto Lond. 1683. The 
Life of Plutarch, in oftavo Lond. 1683. And 
ſome T heological Pieces which I have not by 
me at preſent. He has tranſlated 7 he Hiſtory 
of the League. The Life of St. Xavier, &c. 
Now that Mr. Dryden may not think him- 
ſelf ſighted in not having ſome Verſes inſert- 
ed in his Commendation; I will preſent the 
Reader with a Copy written by Mr. Flecknoe, 
and leave him to Judge of his Wit, and Mr. 
Dryden's Gratitude, by comparing the Epiltle 
Dedicatory to his Kind Keeper, and his Satyr 
call d Mack Flecknoe, with the following Ept- 
gram. 


To Mr. Fohn Dryden. 
Dryden, the «Maſes Darling and delight, 
T han whom none ever flew ſo high a flight. 
ome have their Yains ſo aroſſy, as from Farth, 
T heir Muſes only ſeem to have ta'ne their Birth: 
Other but Water-Poets are, have gone 
No farther than to 7h Fount of Helfeon : 


And 


JF]> 
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nd they'r but airy Ones whoſe Muſe ſoars up 
No hiker than to Mount Pernafſus top, [ higher 
Whilſt thou with thine, doft ſeem to have mounted 
T han he who fetcht from Heaven Celeſtial Fire: 
And doft as far ſurpaſs all others, as © 
Fire does aft other Elements ſurpaſs. 


Thomas Durrer. 


An Author altogether unknown to me, but 
by his Writings; and by them I take him to 
be a Wit of the third Rate: and One whole 
Fancy leads him rather to Low-Comedy, and 
Farce, than Heroick Poetry. He has written 
three Plays; Two of which were purpoſely de- 
lign'd in a Burleſque Stile : but are intermixt 
with ſo much Scurrility, that inſtead of Di- 
verting, they offend the modeſt Mind. And IL 
have heard that when one of his Plays, 97s. 
The Mock Tempeſt was a&ted in Dublin, leveral 
Ladies, and Perſons of the beſt Quality left the 
Houſe : fuch Ribaldry pleaſing none but the 
Rabble, as Forace ſays ; (*) 


Off enduntur enim, quibus eſt equus,& pater,& res* 
Wee ft quid friftt ciceris probat,& nucss emptor, 
quis accipiunt animys, donant-ve corona. © 


Mock Tempeſt, or The Enchanted Caſth, a 
Farce acted at the 'Theatre-Royal, printed 1n 
quarto Lond. 1675. The Deſign of this Play 
was to draw the Town from the Duke's Thea« 
tre, who for a conſiderable time had frequented 
that admirable reviy'd Comedy call'd 7 he Tem. 


(:) De Arte Pottich, : 


M = fee. 
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Tempeſt. What ſucceſs it had may be learnt 
from the following Lines ; (* | 
The aull Burleſque appear d with Impudence, 
And pleas d by Novelty for want of Sence. 
Al, except trivial pornts, grew out of Date ; 
Parnaſſus ſpoke the Cant of Billingſgate: 
Boundleſs and Mad, diſorder'd Rime was ſeen 
Diſguis'd Apollo chang'd to Harlequin. 
1 his Plague which firſt in Country T owns began, 
C:ties and Kingdoms quickly over-ran ; 

The dullet Scriblers ſome Aamirers found, 
 Andihe mes Lampert was a While renown'd; 
But this low ſtuff the Town at la? deſpis'd, 
And ſcorn'd the Folly that they once had pris, d. 
Pſyche Debauch'd, a Comedy ated at theThea- 
tre Royal,and printed 8*Lond. 1678. This Mock 
Opera was writ on purpoſe to Ridicule Mr. Shad: 
well's Pſyche, and to ſpoil the Duke's Houſe, 
which, as has been before obſery'd, was then 
more frequented than the King's. This Play is 

as Scurrilous as the former. 
Spaniſh Rogue, a Comedy ated by His Ma- 
jeſttes Servants, printed 1n quarto Zond. 1674. 


and dedicated to Madam Z/Hen Guin. Tho 


this Play far exceed either of the former, yet 
T cannot commend 1t, neither do I think Co- 
medy a fit ſubje& tor Heroick Verſe ; few of 
them being writ in Rime, 1n our Language 
and of thoſe few, ſcarce any of them have uc- 


| ceeded on the Engliſh Stage. 


Our Author has writ nothing elſe that I know 
of, but a Book of Poems, Songs, Prologues, and 
Epilogues, printed 1n oftavo Lond. 1676. 


(tf) Boyleay's Arr vi Kocttys Þ Fo 
'Fho- 
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'Thomas DvuREpy. 


A Perſon now living, who was firſt bred to 
the Law, but left that rugged way, for the 
flowry Fields of Poetry. He 1s acconnted b 
ſome for an Admirable Poet, but it 1s by chats 
who are not acquainted much with Authors, 
and thereiore are decetv'd by Appearances, ta- 
king that for his own Wit, which he only bor- 
rows irom Others: for Mr. Darfey like the 
Cuckow, makes 1t his buſineſs to ſuck other 
Birds Eggs. In my Opinion he 1s a much bet- 
ter Ballad-maker, than Phy-wrizht : and thoſe 


Comedies of his which are not borrow'd, are 


more ally'd to Farce, than the true Comedy of 
the Ancients. The Plays to which he lays 
claim, are Tharteen in Number ; vs. 
Banaitti, or A Ladies Diſtreſs, a Comedy 
acted at the Theatre-Royal, printed in quarto 
Lond. 1686, "This Play was affronted in the 
AQtng by ſome who thought themſelves Cri- 
ucks, and others with Cat-calls, endeayour'd 


at once to ſtifle the Author's Profit, and Fame : 


which was the occaſion, that through Revenge 
he dedicated it to a certain Knight under this 
Tronical Title. 'To the extream Witty and 


Tudictous Gentleman, Sir Cr:77c&-Caf-call. The 


chief Plot of this Play is founded on a Ro- 
mance, written by Dor Franciſco de las Coveras, 
call'd Don Feniſe tranſlated into Engliſh, in 89, 
See the Hiſtory of Don Antonio, Book 4. p.250. 
'The defign of Don Drego's turning Bandit, 
and joining with them to rob his ſuppoſed Fa- 


ther; reſembles that of Prpperollo 1n Shirley's 
Play call'd 7 he Sifters. M 2, Com- 
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Common-wealth of Women, a Tragi-Comedy 
acted at the "Theatre-Royal, by Their Maje- 
[ties Servants, printed in quarto. Lond. 1686, 
and dedicated to the truly Noble and Hnſtrions + 
Prince Chri/topher Duke of Albermarle. This 
Play 1s Fletcher's Sea-Yoyage reviv'd, with the 
Alteration of ſome few Scenes ; tho' what 1s 
either alter'd or added may be as eaſily diſcern'd 
from the Original, as Patches on a Coat from 
the main Piece. 

Fond Fiusband, or The Plotting Sifters; a 
Comedy acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke's 
Theatre, printed 1n quarto Lond. 1658. and 
dedicated to his Grace the Duke of Ormond. 
This 1s One of his beſt Comedies, and has been 
frequently acted with good Applauſe: tho' me- 
thinks-the buſineſs of Szeak, Cordelia, and Sir 
Roger Petnlant, end but abruptly. 

Fool turn'd Critick, a Comedy ated at the 
Theatre-Royal by His Majelties Servants, and 
printed 1n quarto Lond. 1678, The Prologue 
to this Play is the ſame with that of Mr. 44- 
thony, and was I ſuppoſe borrow'd from thence. 
The CharaQers of O/4 Yine-love, Tim, and 
Small-wit, reſemble thoſe of S7mo, Aſotus,and 
Patio in the Fealous Lovers. 

Fools Preferment, or The Three Dukes of 
Dunſtable, a CONE ated at the Queens The- 
atre in Dorſet-Garaen by their Majeſties Ser- 
vants, with the Songs and Notes to them, Com- 
poſed by Mr. Fenry Parcel, printed in quarto 
Lond. 1688. and dedicated to the Honourable 
Charles T.ord Morpeth, with this familiar Title, 
My Dear Lord, and ſubſcrib'd like a Perſon 


of 
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of Quality, only with his Sir-name D'Urfey. 

Nor 1s his Epiſtle leſs preſumptuous, where. 
he arrogates to himſelf a Play, which was writ 
by another, and owns only a hint from an old 
Comedy of F/etcher's, when the whole Play 1s 
in a manner tranſ{crib'd from the /Voble Gentle- 
77an, abating the Scene that relates to Ya//cf, 
which 1s borrow'd from a late tranſlated Noyel, 
call'd 7 he Humours of Baſſet. As to part of 
the firſt Paragraph of his Dedication 'tts bor- 
row'd from the tranſlation of Horace's Tenth 
Satyr, by the Earl of Rochefter : and any Man 
that underſtands French, and ſhould read a Place 
he there quotes out of Xon7ajzzne, would be 1o 
far from taking him to be (as he ſhles him- 

ſelf (s) Nephew to the famous D'Urffee, the 

Author of the Excellent Afraa; that they 

would rather think he underſtood not the Lan- 

guage, or was extreamly negligent, in ſuffer- 

ing ſuch Errata to go uncorrected. For my 

part, I ſhould rather take him to be lineally de- 

{cended from the Roman Celſus, whom Forace 

makes mention of in his Epiſtle to his Friend 

Julus Florus("): at leaſt I am ſure the Cha- 

racter will fit our Author. 


Quid mihi Celſus agit ? monitus, multumg, 1m0- 
Privatas ut quarat opes,& tangere vitet\nendus, 
Scripta, Palatinus quecung, recepit Apollo :* 
Ne, /i forte ſuas repetitum venerit olim 
Grex avium plumas, moveat cornicala riſum, 
Furtiuis nudata coloribus.------- . 


PC EECg 


(9) Poem, in o&tavo, Firſt Edition, page 61% (b Epiſ 's 
Lb, Te Ep. Zo 
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Injur aPrimceſs, or The fatal Wager, a Tragi. 
Comedy acted at the Theatre-Royal by His 
Majeſties Servants, printed in quarto Lond 
1682. The Deſign and the Language of this 
Play 1s borrow d from a Play call 'dthe Tragedy of 
Cymbeline. In this Play he 1s not content with 
robbing Shakeſpear, but 7ops upon the Audience 
an old Epilogue to the Fool turn'd Critich, for 
a new Prologue to this Play. So that what Mr. 
Clifford fa1d of Mr. Dryden (+), 1s more julltly 
applicable to our Author, © That he is a ſtrange 
© unconſcionable Thief, that 1s not content to 
* ſteal from others, but robbs his poor wretch- 
* ed Self too. | 
Padam Fickle, or The Witty falſe One, a 
Comedy aGted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke's 
T heatre, printed in quarto Zoud. 1677. and 
dedicated to his Grace the Duke of Ormond. 
This Play 1s patcht up from ſeveral other Co- 
medies, as the Character of Sir 4rthar Old 
Love, 1s borrow'd from Yeterans in the Anti- 
guary ; Zechiel's creeping 1nto the Tavern Buſh, 
and 7 bury Drunk 1n the Street under it, with 
4 Torch, AF. Sc. 2. 1s borrow'd from Sir 
Reverence Lamard, and Pimp-well in the Walks 
of //lington and Hogſden. There are other 
Hints likewiſe borrow'd. from the Fawn: 1o 
that the Author did well to prefix that Verſe of 
Horace before his Play, 


Non cutuis Homini contineit adire Corimthum, 


——_ CR 
\ 


—_— 


Roya- 
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Royalift, a Comedy adted at the Duke's The. 
atre, and printed in quarto Lond. 1682. This 
Comedy was well receiv'd on the Stage, but 
patcht up from Novels, as the former from 
Plays. Witneſs the Tryals which Camz//a put 
upon her Husband Sir O/zer Old-cut, for the 
Love of Sir Charles K7ng-love ; which the Au- 
thor borrow'd from Foccace, Day 7. Nov.g. Les. 
Contes de M. de la Fontaine pag. 47. and other 
Hints. Nay our Author who ſets up himfelt 
for Madrigals, has ſtoln the Song of v- Boys 
"P80 He, &c. in the fourth AR, trom 7 he Shep- 
erds Oracle, an Eclogue. printed 1n quarto 
Lond. 1644. 
Siege of Memphis, or The Ambitions Queen, 
a Tragedy ated at the Theatre-Royal, printed 
in quarto Lond. 1676. This Play 1s writ in . 
Heroick Verſe, and dedicated to the Truly Ge- 
nerous Henry Chivers Eſq; who ſhew'd him- 
ſelf truly ſuch, in defending a Play fo full of 
Bombaſt, and Fuſtian. There goes more to the 
making of a Poet, than capping Verſes, or tag- 
ing Rimes, 'tis not enough conchudere verſum, 
as Horace (*) calls it, but a Poet mult be ſuch 
a One, | 
Tngenium cut fit, cut mens diumier, qatgue os 
Magna ſonaturum, des nomints hujus | « <—di 
_ 4 would therefore adviſe all theſe Poetaſters in 
the words of a Modern Prologue (') ; 
Rimeſters, get Wit e're ye pretend to ſhea it, 
Nor think a game at Crambo makes a Poet. 
_ Squire Old-ſap, or The Night Adventurers, 4 


<G Sat, Let. Sat 4, (1) Prol. ro Atheiſt. 
| M 4 _ Co- 
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Comedy acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke's 
Theaere, printed in quarto Lond. 1679. This 
Comedy 1s very much - beholding to Romances 
for ſeveral Incidents ; as the Character of Sguire 
Old-ſap, and Prmpo's tying him to a Tree, AQ 1. 
1s borrow d from the begining of the Romance 
call'd the Comical Hiſtory of Francion. Trick- 
ſove s cheating O/d-ſap with the Bell, and Pimpo's 
ſtanding in Henry's place, AQ 4. Sc. 2. is bor- 
Tow d trom. Foccace's Novels, Day 75. Nov. 8. 
'The ſame 15s related in Les Contes de M. de In 
Fonzame 1n the Story intituled La Gageure des 
trois Commeres Tom. 1. pag. 47. Trick-love's 
contrivance with FYelford, tv have Old-ſap 
beaten 1n her Habar, A&t 4. Sc. the laſt, 1s bor- 
rTow'd from PBoccace Day 75. Nov. 17. tho' the 
{ame 1s an 1acident in other Plays, as in Fletch- 
ers Women Pleas'd, Loudon Cuckolds, &c. There 
are other paſſages borrow d likewiſe, which I 
purpolely omit to repeat. 
ir Barnaby Whig, or No Wit like a Womans, 
a Comedy acted by their Majeſties Servants at 
the Theatre-Royal, printed in quarto Lond. 
168r. and dedicated to the Right Hopourable 
George Earl of Berkley. This Play is founded 
on a Novel of Monſieur S. Premond, call'd 7 he 
Double Cuckold; and part of the Humor of Cap- 
tain Porpuſs 1s borrow'd from a Play called 77 
Fine Companion. | 
Trick for Trick, or The Debauch'd Fypocrite; 
a Comedy acted at the Theatre-Royal by h1s 
Majelſties Servants, - printed in quarto Lond. 
1678. This Play 1s only Fletcher's cMonſtear 
T homas reviv'd : tho' ſcarce at all acknowledg'd 
prog ne babe 


Pirtuous Wife,or Good luck at laſt; aComedy 
acted at the Dukes Theatre by His Royal High- 
neſs his Servants, printed 49. Lond.1680. This 
Comedy 1s one of the molt entertaining of his; 
tho' there are many little hints borrow'd from 
other Comedies, as particularly the Fawn; and 
the Humor of Fcaufor?, 1s copy'd from Pala- 
mede,1n Marriage A-la-mode. 

Beſides theſe Plays, he has written ſeveral 
Songs, which (1f I miſtake not) were collected 
Into one entire Vol.and printed 80. Loud.1682, 
But I wou'd not have him aſcribe all his Songs, 
any more than his Plays, to his own Genius, or 


Imagination ; fince he 1s equally beholding for - 


ſome of them to other Mens pains; Watnels the 
above-mention'd Song in the Royalr/t, And diaſt 
thou not promiſe me when thou lig it by me, (fc. 
He has writ beſides other pieces, as u7ler's 
Ghoſt, printed 39. Lond. 1682. Poems, 8%. Lond. 
I69c. Colhn's Walk, 80. Loud. 1690. (9c. 


..» 


E. 
Edward FECCLESTON. 


A Gentleman now [tving, the Author of an 
Opera, of the ſame Nature with Mr. 
Dryden's State of /nnocence ; but being publiſht 
after it, 1t ſerv'd rather as a Foil to that excel- 
lent piece, than any ways rival'd 1ts Reputa- 
tion. This piece firſt bore the Title of 

Noahs Fhod, or The Deſtruction of the World, 


an 
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an Opera printed 4*. Zond.1679. and dedicated 
to her Grace the Dutcheſs of Monmouth : This 
Play not going off, a new Title and Cuts were 
altix'd to 1t in Zlary-Term 1684. 1t then go- 
ing under the Title of T he Catachiſm, or Gene- 
ral Deluge of the World. Whether Mr. Hol. 
ford was more ſucceſsful than Mr. 7 ook, in put- 
ting off the remainder of the Imprethon, or 
whether the various Sculptures took more with 
the Ladies of the Pal-mall, than the Sence did 
with thoſe who frequent Paul's Church-Yard, 
I am not able to determine : but I doubt the 
Bookſeller ſtill wants Cuſtomers, fince IT again 
find it in the laſt Term Catalogue, under the 
Title of 7 he Deluge, or T7 he Deſtruttion of the 
World. The Title ſhews the Foundation of it 
to be Scripture. 


Sr George ETHERIDGE. 


A Gentleman ſufficiently eminent in the 
Town for his Wit-and Parts, and One whoſe 
tallent in ſound Sence, and the Knowledge of 
true Wit and Humour, are ſufhciently conſp1- 
cuous : and therefore I preſume I may with 
juſtice, and without envy, apply Forace's Cha- 
raQer of Fundanas,to this admirable Author; (*) 


Arguta meretrice potes, Davoque Chremeta 
 Eladente ſenem, comis garrire libeHos, 
. Unus vivorum, Fundan ———— 

This Ingenious Author has oblig'd theWorld 
by publiſhing three Comedies, v2s. 


__——_—_— 


Concal 
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Comical Revenge, or Love in a Tub, a Comed Y, 
_ afted at his Royal-Highnefs the Duke of Tor#'s 
Theatre in Lmmco/lns-[nn-fields : printed quarto 
Lond. 1669. and dedicated to the Honourable 
Charles Lord Backhurſt. This Comedy tho' of 
a mixt nature, part of it being ſerious, and 
writ in Heroick Verſe ; yet has ſucceeded ad- 


mirably on the Stage, it having always been - 


acted with general approbation. 

«Man of Moat, or Sir Popling Flutter, a Co- 
medy acted at the Duke's Theatre printed 4. 
Lond. 1676. and dedicated to her Royal High- 
neſs the Dutcheſs. "This Play is written with 
great Art and Judgment, od is acknowiedg d 
by all, to be as true Comedy, and the Characters 
as well drawn to the Lite, as any Play that has 
been Acted ſince the Reſtauration of the Z- 
ghſh Stage. Only I mult obſerve,that the Song 
1n the laſt At written by CS. 1s tranſlated from 
part of an Elegy written in French by Madame 
la Comteſje de LS, in Le Recuet des Preces 
Gallantes, tom. 1.P. 4.2. | 

She wou'd if ſhe cou'd, a Comedy Atted at 
his Highneſs the Duke of 7or#'s Theatre, and 
printed quarto Zond. 1671. This Comedy 1s 
likewiſe accounted one of the firſt Rank, by ſe- 
veral who are known to be good Judges of 
Dramatick Poely. Nay our preſent Laureat 
Hays, (*)"Tis the beſt Comedy written fince the 


Reſtauration of the Stage. I heartily wiſh for 


the publick ſatisfaQion, that this great Maſter 
would oblidge the World with more of his 
Performances, which would put a ſtop to the 
x (b) Pref, Aumoriſts, | 


crude 


— 
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crude and indigeſted Plays, which for want of 
better, cumber the Stage. 


A—_———— —— —_— 


SEES 


f. 


Sr Francis Faxx, Junior, Knight 
_ of the Bath. 


A Gentleman now living at Fulbeck in Ln- 
coln-ſhire, and Granſon (as I 5 ana, to 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Ye/tmorland. 
'This Noble Perſon's Wit and Parts, are aboye 
my Capacity to de{cribe ; and therefore I muſt 
refer my Reader to his Works, which will afford 
him better ſatisfaction. He has obliged the 
World with two Plays, which are equall'd by 
very tew of our modern Poets, and has ſhew'd 
that he can command his Genius, being able 
| to write Comedy, or Tragedy, as he pleaſes. 
Love in the dark, or The Man of buſmeſ's, a 
Comedy; acted at the Theatre Royal by his. 
Majeſties Servants : printed 49. Lond.1675. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable 7John Earl 
of Rocheſter. The Plot of Count Sforza, and 
Parthelia Daughter to the Doge of Yentce, 1s 
founded on a Novel of Scarrona's, call'd the 7n- 
v1/able Miſtreſs. Bellmganna, Cornauto's Wite, 
ſending Scrutni to 7 riultio, to check him for 
making Love to her, 1s founded on a Novel in 
Boccace, Day 3. Nov.3. E{rcani's Wite catch- 
ing him with Bel/mganna, 1s built on the Story 
ot Socrates and his Wife MHzrro, in the LOVE 
+ 
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of Great Men p.59. 7rivultio's ſeeming to bear 
Bellmganna, 1s grounded on a Story 1n Boe- 
cace, See Day 7. Nov. 7. 

Sacrifice, a Tragedy printed 49. Lond. 1686. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable Char/es 
Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex. There are two 
Copies of Verſes that I have ſeen writ in Com- 
mendation of this Play.; one writ by Mr. 7 ate, 
to the Author, and printed with the Play ; the 
other writ by the late Mrs. A. Fehn; lee the 
Miſcellany Poems printed with Zyc:aas, or the 
Lover in Faſhion 82. p. 102. The Plot of this 
admirable Tragedy 1s founded on the Story of 
Tamerlane and Bajazet. Many are the Hiſto- 


r1ans that have given an Account of the Aftairs 


of theſe Great Men. Read Chaſlcoconaylas lib.3. 
Lennclavins l1b.6. The Life of Tamerlane b 

Mr.Z' Affeny; the fame by P. Perondini, Kul 
his Tarkiſþ Hiltory, 1n the Life of Bajazet the 
Firſt. This Play, the Author (*) (wanting pa- 
tience to attend the leiſure of the Stage) pub- 
lxthed without Action. How much all Lovers 
ot Poetry are indebted to him for 1t, I muſt 
leave to thoſe that are Poets to deſcribe : I thac 
am none, am glad to ſet my hand to an Addreſs 
drawn up by Mr. 7 ate, in the following Lines. 


Accept our T hanks, ner aecline the Stage, 
T hat yet you condeſcen the Preſs t engage < 
Far while we, thus poſſeſs the precious ſtore, 
Our Benefits the ſame, your Glory more ; 

T has for a T heatre the World you find, 

And your Applauding Audience, All Mankind. 


( a) Epiſt. Dcdice 


"Tis 
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"Tis not 1n Dramatick. Poetry alone that our 
Author 1s a Maſter, but his Talent 1s equal alſo 
in Lyricks : Witneſs three Copies of Verſes 
printed in Mr. 7aze's ColleQion of Poems 80. 
One to the Earl of Rocheſter, upon the Report 
of his Sickneſs in Town, (*) in alluſion to an 
Ode in Horace. A ſecond to a great Lord invi- 
ting him to Court, or elſe to write a Hiſtory 
in the Country : (*) being a Paraphraſe upon 
FTorace Lib. 2. Ode 12. A third to a perjur'd 


Miſtreſs, (*)in imitation of another Ode of H«- 
race Lb. 1. Ode 8. 


TheHon'"® $;r Richard Fansmaw. 


This Excellent Man was Brother to the 
Right Honourable Thomas Lord Fanſhaw, of 
Ware-Park in Hertfordſhire. He had his 
Breeding 1n his younger Years in Cambridge : 
and was ſo good a Proficient in Latin, French, 
Ttahan, Spaniſh, and Portugeſe ; that he under- 
ſtood them as well as his Mother-tongue. He 
removed-from Cambridee to Court, where he 
ſerv'd his Majeſty with all imaginable Fidelity, 
and Dutiful AﬀeCtion. He was his Secretary 
in Holland, France, and Scotland ; and at Hor- 
ceſter Fight was wounded,and taken priſoner in 
Defence of the Royal Cauſe. His Loyalty and 
Abilities, were ſo con{pictous to His Majeſty 
King Charles the II. that at His happy Reltau- 
ration, He. preferr'd him to be one of the Ma- 
ſters of the Requeſts; and afterwards ſent him 
into Portugal, with the worthy Title of Lord 

(b ) Tate*s Miſc. p.1t- (ci P»13e (d) þ. 98. 


Em- 
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Embaſſador of Honour, to court the preſent 


Queen Dowager, for his Maſter ; where he re- 
main'd three Years, and diſcharg'd his Employ- 
ment with Honour. In the Year 1644. he was 
ſent Embaſlador into Spazn, to compleat a Trea- 


ty of Commerce, and to ſtrengthen the League- 


between the two Crowns: which Aﬀeair he 
managed with great Prudence, and Integrity. 


He died at Madrid in Fuly 1666. leaving be- 


hind him the CharaQer of an able Stateſman ; 


a great Scholar ; and a ſincere, {weet natur'd, 
and pious Gentleman. At preſent we are only 
to conſider his Scholarſhip, which wall ſuffict- 
ently appear by the ſeveral Tranſlations which 


he has publiſht, PORTRAY thoſe which are 


Dramatick : the firſt of which 1n Order, and 

the moſt Eminent, 1s 1t11'd 
TI Paſtor Fido, The Faithful Shepherd, a Pa-. 
ſtoral, printed 49. Lond. 1646. and dedicated to 
the Hope and Luſtre of three Kingdoms,Charlesr 
Prince of Yales. This Piece 1s tranſlated from 
the 77a/zan of the Famous Guarim!; of whoſe 
Life, by way of Digreſlion, give-me leave to 
ſpeak ſuccinftly. He was a Native of Ferrara, 
and Secretary to A/phonſus the II. Duke of that 
Principality; who ſent him into Germany, Po- 
land and Rome, 1n the time of Pope Gregory the 
XIII. After the death of Alphonſus, he was Se- 
cretary to Yincent de Gonzaga Duke of Mantua, 
to Ferdinand de Medicis Great Duke of Tuſcany, 
who created him Knight of the Order of Saint 
Stephen, and to Francis Maria at la Rovera Duke 
of Urbin: inall theſe Stations, he was as much 
aamir'd for his Politicks, as Poetry, How mach 
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he was eſteem'd for this laſt, the ſeveral Ac. 
_ demies of 7zahy are a ſufficient proof ; molt of 
which ele&ted him a Member into their ſeye- 
ral Societies; as G/: FHumoriſti of Rome, De la 
Craſca of Florence, Gli Olympici of Yicenza, and 
Gl: [nnomnat? of. Parma, and Gl: Elevati of 
Ferrara. He withdrew from publick Attairs 
towards the latter end of his Life, and dwelt 
privately at Padua, afterwards at Yenzce, where 
being about ſeventy five Years of Age, he died 
in the Year 1613. 

Having given you this Abridgment of Guarin's 
Life, T ſhall return to our Z2/;ſb Author's Tran- 
ſlation.Tho' in his Epiſtle to the Prince, © He 
© ſpeaks modeſtly of his Performance, as if this 
< Dramatick Poem had loſt mnch of theLife and 
© Quicknels, by being poured out of one Veſlel, 
< (that 1s one Language) into another ; beſides 
©the unſteadineſs of the Hand that pours it ; 
*and that a Tranſlation at the beſt, 1s but a 
© Mock-Rainbow in the Clouds, faintly imita- 
<ting the true one ; into which p92 himſelf 
© had a full and immediate Influence : I fay, not- 
withſtanding this modeſt Apology; yet Sir 704r 
Denham 1n his Verſes on this Tranſlation, 1n- 
finitely commends it : and tho' he ſeems to al- 
ſent to our Author's Notions, touching 'Tran- 
{lations 1n general: yet he ſhews that Sir #- 
chard has admirably ſucceeded in this particu- 
lar Attempt; as the Reader may ſee by the fol- 
lowing Lines ; where after having blam'd ſer- 
vile Tranſlators, he goes on thus ; 


A new and nobler Way thou doſt purſue 


To make Tranſlations, and Tranſlators tos. 
ry 


:  Dramatick Poets. \ I9 
T hey but preſerve the Aſhes, thou the Flame, 
True to his Senſe, but truer to his Fame. 
Foording his Current, where thou find /t it low 
Lett in thine own, to make it riſe and flow. 
Wiſely reſtoring whatſoever grace 
1s boſt by change of Times, or Tongues, or Place. 
Nor fetter'd to his Numbers, and his Times, 
Betray'ſt his Muſick to unhappy Rimes ; 

Dor are the Nerves of his compatted ſtrength 
Stretch'd and difſohv'd into unſinew'd length : 
Tet after all (left we ſhould think it thine,) 


3, 


$ 


Thy Spirit to his Circle doft confine. 


T have already ſaid, that Gaarim imitated 
Taſſo's Aminta, in this Paſtoral; (*) and I 
may add, that by the unqueſtionable Verdict 
of all 7raly, he outſtript him: which rais'd 
Taſjo's Anger ſo high, that he cry'd out in a 
great Paſlion, Se 162 havuto vifto i] mis _Amin- 
za,oyc.” If he had not ſeen my Aminta, he had not 
excel[d it. Give me leave to enlarge further, 


that this Paſtoral was writ ot the occaſion of 


Charles Emmanuel, the Young Duke of Savoy's 
Marriage with the Infanta of Spa. The Au- 
thor's Deſign 1s Allegorical and Inſtructive, un- 
der the Name of Carino, he perſonates himſelf, 
and his chief End was to inſtill into his Princely 
Pupil, under the diſguiſe of a Dramatick Di- 
verſion, the Principles of Divine, Moral, and 
Political Yirtues. | 


Querer por ſolo querer, To love only for Love's 
ſake ; a Dramatick Romance repreſented at 4- 
ranjuez before the King and Queen of Span, to 

(©) Pag. 99, 
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194. ” An Arcorumt we 
celebrate.the Birth-day of that King, [P5#LIY.| 
by the MHeninas ; which are a Set of Ladies,in 
the Nature of Ladies of Honour 1n that Court, 
Children in Years, but Higher in Degree (be- 
ing Daughters and Heirs to Grandees 1ni Span) 
than the Ladies of Honour, Attending Iike- 
wiſe that Queen. Thais Play was written in 
Spaniſh, by Don Antonio de Memtdees 1623. and 
dedicated to the Queen of $patn : [which was 
Elizabeth Daughter to' Henry the Great of 
France. It was paraphras'd by ovr Author in 
Engliſh in 1654.during hiszConfinement to Tar- 


ker/ly Park: 1n 7 orkſhyre, by Over, after the 


; 


Battle;of Forcefter; in which ( as I have al- 
ready obſery'd) he was taken priſoner, ſerving 
his Ma elty King Charles the Second, as; Secre- 
tary of State. At that time he writ on this 
Dramatick Romance. z Stanzas, both in Latir 
and, Z£rgliſb, which .may. give the Reader a 


Taſte of his. Vein. in both theſe Languages; 


Js 


and therefore may. not be improper for, me to 


tranſcribe, or unpleaſant to the Reader to per- 
uſe.. , I ſhall give the preference to the. Lats 
Verſes, Learning and Learned Men, being to 
be preferr'd before Vulgar Readers. 
The ego,qni (dubiis quondam jatFatus in Undis, 
©u1,dum nuncAulz,numc mibiCaſtra ſtrepunt) 
Lent tmportunas mulcebam Carmine Curas, 
7n quo PASTORIS Flamma FIDEL IS era. 
At nunc fy Caſtris, Aulifq; ejetZws gy Undis, 
(Nam mihi Naufraginm Portus, gy [ra Qnits); 
Altins inſurgens,Regum hand intat?m Amorcs 
Et Reginarum fervians Arma Cano : N 
YH 
NL 
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Wye (vincis Hymenze tuis, ſpretiſy; Coronis) \ 


Nec juga ferre virum, nec ear Fara velint. 
Duke proſelloſcs audire ex Litore fluttus ! 
£4; truc TE erram dulce videre Mari. 


'Th Pgliſh thus. 
Time Was bes} T, 4 P1lgrim of the Seas; | 
When 1 midft-niife of Camps,@& Courts d. eaſe; 
 Purkin'd fe ome Fours, to charm rude Cares with 
£15 ( 


Which Flame” of FAITHP UL. SHEPHERD 
"ares rehearſe + jt 


 Butnow reſtrain! 7 from Sea, p om Camp, from 

| nate by a Tempelt /ows mntog Port; [Court, 
- - my Thoughts to muſe on higher things, 

wdEccho Arms &.Loves of Ql Quee ns Kings: 


| Tr Queens(4: piſs "1g Crowns and Hymen's 
7 "Dans } 


Would neither Men Obey, nor Men Command. : 
(*) Great Pleaſure,from rough Seas, to'ſee the | 
"> "Anore* ©: | 
: | Or from firm Land to-hear the Billows rore. 
; | 
) | Tho' this Play was. during the Author's Im- : 


priſonment tranſlated, *twas not. printed till 
long after his Death, v2. 49. Lond. 1671. to 
- which is added, Fieſtas de Aranjues, Rewale 
| repreſented at Aranjuez, written by the ſame 
Author, and onthe {ame Occaſion ; and tranſla- 
; ted by the ſame Hand. The Play 1 it ſe]f conſiſts 

but of three Ads (which the Spanzards call For- 


; nadas) according to the Spaniſh Cuſtom : their 
y Poets ſeldom or never exceeding that number: 


(X" ) Lucretiss Ls 2 
N 2 | Ag 


196 An Account of the 
| As to his other Works, he writ ſevera] 
Poems 1n Zan, as a Copy on the #/carial; an. 
other on: the vr oo Sovereign; anda third on 
Mr. May's Tranflation of, and Supplement to 
 Zucan. He tranſlated other Pieces into that 
Learned Tongue, as two Poems written by Mr. 
Thomas Carew: Several Pieces he tranſlated out 
of Latin into Engliſh, as the fourth Book of 
Pirgil's Aincids, an Epigram out of Martial 
Lib.1o.Epig.47. Two Odes out of Horace,rela- 
ng to theCivilWars of Zome, (the Firſt,Carm. 
Lib.3.Ode 24. The ſecond, Epod.16.)with ſome 
Sonnets tran{lated from the Sparſh, and other 
Poems writ in his Native Language, with ſeye- 
Tal Pieces, which yon will find bound up with 
Paſtor Fido, printed 89. Lond. 1671. Ba 

Nor was 1t out of theſe Languages only that 
he tranſlated what pleas d him; but even 
ſo uncourted a Language as 'he'terms that of 
Portugal, employ'd his Pen during his Con- 
finement : For he tranſlated Luzs de Camens 
(whom the PorZagals call their Yirgil) his £u- 
ſiad, or Portugal's Hiſtorical Poem. This Poem 
was printed fol. Lond. 1665. and dedicated to 
the Right Honourable /7//:iam Earl of Straf- 
ford, Son and Heir to that Glorious Proto: 
martyr of Monarchy, the Noble Thomas Earl 
of Strafford,Lord Deputy of reland; on whole 
Trya! our Author writ a Copy of Vexſes, print- 
ed amonglt his Poems, p.302. 

Beſides theſe Pieces, Mr. Phihps (f) and Mr. 
Winſtailey(s)attribute to him the ZatinVerſion 
of Mr. Zdmund Spencer's Shepherds Calenday, 


( t) Modern Poets, Pe 156» (8 ) Acc, of Ihe Poets, p.196- 
| whic 
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which T take to be a miſtake of Mr. Philips 
whoſe Errors Mr. #nftanley generally copies » 
not having heard of any other Tranſlation than 
that done by Mr. T heoaore BathurFt, ſometime 
Fellow of Pembroke-HaR 1n Cambridpe, and 
printed at the end of Mr. Spencer's Works 1n 
fol. Lond. 1679. | 


Henry L' FYiſcount FAULKLAND. 


This Worthy Perſon was (as I ſuppoſe) Fa- 
ther of the preſent Right Honourable Cary Vil- 
count Faulkiand. A Perſon Eminent for his 
Extraordinary Parts, and Heroick Spirit. He 
was well known and reſpected at Court, in the 
Parliament, and in Oxfordſhire, his Country, 
of which he was Lord Lieurenant. When he 
was firſt eleQed to ſerve 1n Parliament, ſome 
of the Houſe oppos'd his Adnuffion, urgin 
That he had not ſow'd his V/1ild-oats : he reply'd, 
1f 1 have not, 1 may ſow them m the Houle, 
where there are Geeſe enough to pick them up. 
And when Sir F. AV. told him, That He was 4 
fittle too wild for ſo grave a Seruice ; he 4” yd, 
Alas! I am wild, and my Father was ſo before 
me, and 7 am ns Baſtard, as, ec. But what 
need I ſearch for Wit, when 1t may be ſufh- 
ciently ſeen in a Play which he writ, (the. oc- 
caſion of our making mention of him) call'd 

The Marriage Night, a Tragedy, printed 4* 
Lond. 1664. I know not whether this Play 
ever appear d on the Stage, or no. | 

He was cut off in the prime of his Years, as 
much miſz'd when dead,as beloy'd when living. 


N 3 Natha- 


196 An Account of the 
| As to his other Works, he writ ſeveral 
Poems 1n £4771, as a Copy on the #/carzal; an- 
other on: the _ Soveremn; anda third on 
Mr. May's Tranilation of, and Supptement to 
Lucan. He tranſlated other Pieces into that 
Learned Tongue, as two Poems written by Mr. 
Thomas Carew: Several Pieces he tranſlated out 
of Latin into Engliſh, as the fourth Book of 
Pirgil's Ancids, an Epigram out of Martial 
Lab.1o.Epig.47. Two Odes out of Horace,rela- 
ting to theCivilWars of Rome, (the Firſt,Carm. 
Lib.z.Ode 24. The ſecond, Epod.16.)with ſome 
Sonnets tranſlated from the Spaxſh, and other 
Poerts writ 1 his Native Language, with ſeye. 
ral Pieces, which yon will find bound up with 
Paſtor Fido, printed 89. Lond. 1671. ay 

Nor was 1t out of theſe Languages only that 
he tranſlated what pleas'd him; but even 
ſo uncourted a Language as he'terms that of 
Portugal, employ d his Pen during his Con- 
finement : For he tranſlated Lats de Camocns 
(whom the PorZagals call their Yirgil) his Lu- 
/iad, or Portugal's Hiſtorical Poem. This Poem 
was printed fol. Zond. 1665. and dedicated to 
the Right Honourable /7//liam Earl of Straf- 
ford, Son and Heir to that Glorious Proto- 
martyr of Monarchy, the Noble 7homas Earl 
of Strafford, Lord Deputy of 7reland; on whole 
Tryai our Author writ a Copy of Vexlſes, print- 
ed amonglt his Poems, p.30o2. 

Beſides theſe Pieces, Mr. Ph1/zps (f) and Mr. 
Winſtatiley(*)attribute to him the ZazimVerſion 
of Mr. Edmund Spencer's Shepherds Calendar, 
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which T take to be a miſtake of Mr. Ph:/ips 
whoſe Errors Mr. Finftanley generally copies » 
\ Not having heard of any other Tranſlation than 
that done by Mr. T heoaore BathurF?, ſometime 
Fellow of Pembroke-HaR in Cambridpe, and 
printed at the end of Mr. Spencer's Works in 
fol. Lond. 1679. ear 2, 


Henry L' Yiſcount FAULKLAND. 


This Worthy Perſon was (as I ſuppoſe) Fa- 
ther of the preſent Right Honourable Cary V1- 
count Faultland, A Perſon Eminent for his 
Extraordinary Parts, and Heroick Spirit. He 
was well known and reſpeCted at Court, 1n the 
Parliament, and in Oxforaſhire, his Country, 
of which he was Lord Lieurenant. When he 
was firſt ele&ed to ſerve in Parliament, ſome 
of the Houſe oppos'd his Adnuflion, ures 
T hat he had not ſow'd his Wild-oats : he reply'd, 
1f 1 have not, 1 may ſow them m the Houſe p. 
where there are Geeſe enough to pick them up. 
And when Sir F. A. told him, That He was 4 
little too wild for ſo grave a Service ; he reply'd, 
Alas! 1 am wild, and my Father was ſo before 
me, and 7 am ns Baſtard, as, 9c. But. what 
need I ſearch for Wit, when 1t may be ſufh- 
ciently ſeen 1n a' Play which he writ, (the. oc- 
caſion of our making mention of ham) call'd 

The Marriage Night, a Tragedy, printed 4* 
Lond. 1664. I know not whether this Play 
ever appear on the Stage, or no. | 

He was cut off in the prime of his Years, as 
much miſs'd when dead,as beloy'd when living. 


N 2 Natha- 
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Nathaniel Fieip. ' 


.» An Author that hv'd in the Rezgns of King 
Fames,and King Charles the Firſt; who was nor 
_ only a Lover of the Mules, but belov'd by them, 
and the Poets his Contemporaries. . He was 
adopted by Mr. Chapman for his.Son, and call'd 
in by Old Maſſnger, to his Afliſtance, 1n the 
Play call'd 7he Fatal Dowry:, of:which Play 
more hereafter. He writ himſelf two Plays, 
which wall {till bear Reading, viz. \ | 
Amends for Ladies; with the merry Pranks 
of Moll Cut-purſe, or The Humour of Roaring , 
a Comedy full ot honelt Mirth and Wit. Adted 
at the Z/ack-Friars, both by the Prince's Ser- 
yants, and the Lady Z/7zabeth's; and printed 49 
Lond. 1639. The Plot of Sabiles tempting the 
married Wife, at her Husbands 1ntreaty, ſeems 
to be founded on Don 2arxote's Novel of. the Cn- 
ris Tmpertinent, and has been the Subjett of 
many Plays, as 7 he City Night-cap, Amourous 
Prince, or T he Curious Husband, fyc. This Play 
was writ by our Author as Amends to the Fair 
Sex} for a Play which he had:writ ſome Years 
before, and whoſe very Title ſcem'd a Satyr 

on Womankind ; v2. 
_ Woman's Weather-cock, a Comedy ated be- 
tore the King in #þte-halt, and ſeveral times 
privately at the //þ:te-Friars, by the Children 
al her Majeſty's Revels,printed 49. Lond. 1612. 
and dedicated to any Woman that hath been 
no /Featber-cock. This Play 1s commended by a 
Copy of Verſes writ by Mr. Chapman. There 1s 
one thing remarkable 1n thisPlay;and which -o 
7 {ng 
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the Author's Credit, I muſt take notice of, that | 
the Time of the Ahien is circumſcrib'd within 
the compaſs of twelve.Hours ; as the Author 
himſelf obſerves in the Concluſzon of his Play, 


Mere wer o much(what cannot Heavenly Powers) 
Done and undone, and done in twelve ſhort hours, 


_ Richard FLEckNoE, Ejq = 


This Gentleman 11v'd 1n the Reigns of King 
Charles the Firſt and Second; and was as Fa- 
mous as any 1n his Age, for indifterent Me- 
tre, His Acquaintance with the Nobility, 
was more than with the, Muſes; and he hada 
greater propenſity to Riming, then a Genius 
to Poetry. He never could arrive with all his 
Induſtry, to get hut one Play to be afted,and yet 
he has printed ſeveral. He has publiſht ſundry 


Works, ( as he {tiles them) to continue his , ;- ©. © 


Name to Poſterity ; tho' poſſibly an Enemy has:' 
done that for ham, which his own Endeavours'* 
would never have perteQed: For whatever be-- 
come of his own Pieces, his Name will continue © 
whilſt Mr. Dryden's Satyr call'd Mack Flecknoe, 
ſhall remain in Vogue. He has publiſht ſeyeral 
Pieces both 1n Proſe and Verſe, which I have 
ſeen; and he hath others in print, which E 
could never obtain a view of: as in particular, 
that Epiſtle Dedicatory, to a Nobleman, which 
Mr. Dryden railiys ſo ſeverely 1n his Dedica- 
tion of Limberham. As to what Works 1 have 
ſeen of his, I ſhall give the Reader a. particular 
Account, beginning firſt with his Plays. 

N 4 Das 
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200 An Account of the 
Damoiſelles a la mode, a Comedy printed in 
otavo. Lond. 1667. and. dedicated to their 
Graces the Duke and Dutcheſs of Newcaſtle, 
more humbly than by way of Epiſtle. This 
Comedy: was defignd by the Author to have 
heen ated by the Kings Servants,as the Reader 
may ſee by the Scheme drawn by the Poet,ſhew- 
ing how, he caſt the ſeveral Parts : but I know 
not for what reaſon they refus'd it. The Poet 
1ndeed ſeems to give one, which whether true 
or falle, 1s not much material; but methinks 
it will ſerve to ſhew the Reader his Humour. 
© For theaCling this Comedy (ſays he) (*) thoſe 
* who have the Governing of Ke Stage, have 
© their Humours, and would be intreated; and 
©T have mine, and won't intreat them : and 
<were all Dramatick Writers of my mind, they 
ſhould wear their O/4 Plays Thread-bare, ere 
©they ſhould have any New, till they better 
© underſtaod their own Intereſt, and how to d1- 
© {ktinguiſh betwixt good and bad. I know not 
whether the late Duke of Buckingham thought 
of Mr. Flecknoe when he drew the Character 
'of Mr. Bayes ; but methinks there 1s ſome re- 
ſemblance between his Anger at the Players 
being gone to Dinner without his leave, and 
Mr. Flecknoe's Tndignation at their Retulgg 
his Play : Mr. Bays ſeeming to me to talk.mwc 
at the ſame rate. How! are the Players 
*oone to Dinner? If they are, I'll make them 
fn what 'tis to 1njure a Perſon that does 
©them the Honour ta write for them; and all 
* that, A Company of Proud, Conceited, Hy- 
6) Famer io bs Flew... 8... 
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© morous, Croſs-grain'd Perſons; and all thar- 
<T'll make them the moſt Contemprtible, Deſ® 
© picable, Inconſiderable Perſons, and all thats 
©1n the whole World for this Trick. 

This Play ( as the Author in his Preface ac- 
knowledges) *< 1s taken out of ſeveral Excellent 
©Pieces of Moltiere. The main Plot of the Da- 
© 9noiſelles, out of his Les Prectenſes Ridicules ; 
* the Counterplot of S2anarelle, out of his L'E/- 
6 cole. des Femmes, and the Two Naturals, out 
of his L'Eſcole des Maris. 

Erminia, or The Chaſt Laay, printed 89 Lond. 
I66s. and dedicated to che Fair and Virtuous 
Lady, the Lady Southcor. This Play ( tho' 
the Actors Names delign'd by the Authors, be 
printed over againlt the Dramatis Perſona) was 


never acted. | 
Love's Dominion, a Dramatick Piece, full of 


Excellent Morality ; written as a Pattern for 


the Reformed Stage, printed $® Lond. 1654. 
and dedicated to the Lady Z/:2abeth Claypole. 
In this Epiſtle, the Author infinuates the uſe 
of Plays, and begs her Mediation to gain Li- 
cenſe to at them. Whether the Play anſwer 
the Title-page, or whether Mr. Flecknoe have 
fo tary obſerv'd the three Unaties, I ſhall 
leave to the Criticks. 

Love's Kingdom, a Paltoral-Tragi-comedy ; 
not as it was ated at the Theatre near Lncohns- 
Inn, but as it was written, and ſince correQed ; 
printed 89 Lond. 1664. and dedicated to his Ex- 
cellency William, Lord Marqueſs of Newcaftle. 
'This Play is but the former Play a little alter'd, 
with a new Title ; and after the King's Return 
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it feems, the Poet got leave to have it aCted : 
but: it had the misfortune to- be. damn'd b 
the . Audience, ( which Mr. Flecknoe files 
The people, and calls them Judges without 
Judgment) for want of its being rightly repre- 
tented to them. He owns that 1t-wants much 
of the Ornament of the Stage ; but z7hat ( he 
lays) by a lively Imagination may ealily be 
iupply'd. To the ſame purpole he ſays of his 
Damoiſelles a la mode, (i) © That together with 
*the Perſons repreſented, he had ſet down the 
© Cquedians that he deſign'd ſhould repreſent 
©rhem ; that the Reader might have halt the 
*plealure of ſeeing it ated, and a lively Ima- 


n gination might have the pleaſure of it all en- 
me... _ 

E fancy Mr. Flecknoe would have been much 

pleas'd with Readers of the 4rg7ve Gentleman's 


Humour deſcrib'd by Zorace ; (*) 


Anz fe credebat miros audire Trageados, 


tu vacno letus ſeſſor, plauſorg; T heatro. 


Who fancy'd he ſaw Plays acted 1n the empty 
'Fheatre ; but to others 1n their right Sences, 
all his :Rhetorick could not have been able to 
perſwade them, that a Play Read,(notwithitand- 
ing the utmoſt force of Imagination) can afford 
half the pleaſure with that of aPlay A#ed;lince 
the former wants the Greateſt Ornament to a 
Play, Gracefulneſs of. Aion. But Mr, Flecknoe 
was to make the beſt of a Bad-market ; and ſince 
he-could not ger his Plays acted, heqwas. to en- 
.deavour to pet them to 'be',read; by labour- 


<4) Prejace, (ki) Epgd, Lia Ep.2, IFL5 


ing 


 Dramatick Poets. 203 
ing to perſwade people, that Imagination 
would ſupply the defect of Action. 5 

Marriage of Oceanus and Britannia, a Maſque, 
which I never ſaw, and therefore am not able 
to g1ve any Account of it. | ; 

Whether our Author have any. more Plays 
1n print, I know not; but I remember -a Pro- 
logue amongſt his Epigrams,. intended for. a 
Play, call'd 7 he Phy/ician againſt his will, which 
I believe might be a Tranſlation of Molhere's 
Le Medecin malgre Iuy;but it was never publiſht 
that I know of. As to his other. Works, they 
confiit of Epigrams and Enigmatical Chara- 
Eters, which are uſually bound up with his 
Love's Dominion; at the end of which 1s a ſhort 
Diſcourſe of the Znghſh Stage, which I take 
to be the heſt thing he has extant, There 1s 
another Book of his Writing, call'd Dzarimm, 
or The Journal, divided into twelye Fornaaas, 
1n Burleſque Verſe; with ſome other Pieces, 
printed 129 Lond. 1656 


John FLETCHER, and Francis 
BrauMonT, E/q,; 


Tam now arriv'd at a brace of Authors, who 
hke the Droſcur:i, Caſtor and Pollux, ſucceed- 
ed in Conjunction more happily than any 
Poets of their own, or this Age, to the reſerve 
of the Venerable Shakeſpear, and the Learned 
and Judicious Johnſon. "Tis 1mpolhible for me 
to reach their Characters; and therefore, as 
the Witty Dr. Fufter (!) cites Bale's ſaying of 
1 I ) Cheſhire, p. 181. Fo _ 


Randal 
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Randal Higaen, (®) That 'tis no ſhame to crave 
aid in a Work too weighty for any ones back 
to bear; TI muſt have recourſe to others Aſſi- 
fance,for the CharaQters of this worthy pair of 
Authors. To ſpeak firſt of Mr. Beaumont, he was 
Maſter of a good Wit, and a better Judgment ; 
he ſo admirably well underſtood the Art of the 
Stage, that even Johnſon himſeli thought it 
no diſparagement to ſubmit his Writings to 
his Correton. What a great Veneration Fey. 
had for him, is eyident by thoſe Verſes he writ 
to him when hving (”). Mr. Flezcher's Wit 
was equal'to Mr. afro oend as" 75 was 
fo laxuriant, that like ſuperfluous Branches, 1t 
was Irequently prun'd by his Judicious Partner. 
Theſe Poets perte&ly underſtood Breeding, and 
therefore ſucceſsfully copy'd the Converſation 
of Gentlemen. They knew how to deſcrite 
the Manners of the Age; and Fletcher had a 
peculiar trallent 1n expreſſing all his thoughts, 
with Life and Briskneſs. No Man ever under- 
ſtood, or drew the Paſſions more lively than he; 
and his. witty Raillery was fo dreſt, that 2t ra- 
ther pleas'd. than diſguſted the modeſt part of 
his Audience. \In a word, Fletcher's Fancy, and 
HBeaumont's Judgment combin'd, produc'd ſuch 
Plays, as will remann Monuments of their Wit 
to all Poſterity. Nay, Mr. Fletcher himſelf after 
Mr. Beaumont's Deceale, compos'd ſeveral Dra- 
matick Pieces,which were well worthy the Pen 
of 1o great a:Maſter. Of this, the Glowing 
Lines, writ by that Excellent Poet Mr. Car#+- 
wright, are a proof. 

_ (Mm) Weieript, BruGeniebeNul li, (n) See before - þ : 
wh 5 
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 -Tho' when All Fletcher writ, and the entire 
 eManwas indulg'd unto that ſacred fire, [ſuch, 

Hes thoughts his thoughts drefi,appear'd both 


That 'twas higppy fault to dos too much ; 
Who therefor *@:/cly did ſubmit each Birth 
To knowing Beaumont, ere it did come forth ; 
Working again, until he ſaid 'twas fit, | 
Ana made him the ſobriety of his Wit ; 
T ho' thus he call d his Fudge anto his Fame, . 
And for that aid allow'd him, half the Name, 
'Tis known, that ſometimes he. aid fland alone, 
T hat both the ſpunge and pencil were his own ; 
That himſelf judg'd himſelf, could ſingly do, 
And was at laſt Beaumont and Fletcher 700. 
Elſe wwe had Toft bis Shepherdeſs, a piece, 
Even, and [mooth; ſprung from a finer 7 ts 
Where Softneſss rewgns, where Paſſuns Paſſuns 
Gontle oy h1gh,as floods of Balſam meet: [greet, 
. Where,areſt in white Expreſſtons,fit bright Loves, 
Drawn, ike their faireſt Queen,by milky Doves; 
A Piece, which Johnſon, m7 a Rapture bid, 
Come up a glorify d Work, and ſo it did. 


They who would read more of theſe admi- 


rable Poets worth, may peruſe at their lezfure 


thoſe excellent Copys of Verſes printed with 
their Works, written by the prime Wats of the 
Age, as Waller, Denham, Sir Fobn Berkenhead, 


Dr. Main, gy. Tam extreamly ſorry, that I am 


not able to give any Account of the Aﬀairs of 
theſe Great Men; Mr. Beaumont's Parentage, 
Birth, County, Education, and Death, being 


wholly unknown to me : And as to Mr. Fletcher, 


all I know of him 1s, That he was Son to the 


Emil- 
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Eminent Richard Fletcher, | areated Biſhop. of 
Briſtol, by Queen £/izabeth. An. 1559. and by 
her preferr'd to:London,ris 903. He died in Lon- 
don of the Plague 1n the: Fug Year of King 
Charles the Martyr, 1625.bezBWN1ne and fourty 
Years of Age, and was bury'd 11: St. Mary Ove- 
7:es Church in Surhwarke. 

I beg my Reader's Leave to inſert the Inſcri- 
ption, which I'find writ under his Picture, by 
that well known Wit, Sir John Berkenhead; 
which will give the Reader a fuller Know- 

ledge of his Abilitiesand Merit;than Iam able 
DURST OSS SENT TS 


Felicts v1, acPreſulis Natns.; comes © 
Beaumontio ;\;/tc, quzppe Parnaſſus; Biceps.; 
FLETCHERUSunam-inPyramida furcas agens. 
Struxit chorum plus ſimphcem Yates Duplex ; 
Plus Duplicemſolns : nec ullum tranſtultt ;. 
Nec transferrendus : Dramatum waternt ſales, 
Anglo Theatro,'Orbi, '$1b:, ſuperſtitites;\ 


FLETCHERE, facies abſque'vultupingitur; 


Oantus ! vel umbram circuit nemo tuam. 


Where, or when Mr. Peaumont died, I know 
not; but. ] have met with .an' Eprtaph,writ by 
Dr. Corbet, immediately after his Death, that 
well deſerves the Reader's peruſal. 


Ou Mr. Francis Beaumont. 
(Then newly dead.) 


He that hath ſuch Acuteneſt, and ſuch Wit, 
As would ask Ten good Heads to husband it ; 
He 


” 
ys 2 \ » f 
IE £0 - vo $a 
3% ES SW 


” - 22 6 on 
CL MENLO on ES 
Wen DR 0A Ag ORs ate 


Dr amatick Poets) 207 
He that can write ſo well, that no mm dare © 
Refuſe it for the beſt,let him beware : (apprars, 


BEAUMONT 1s dead, by whoſe ſole Death 


Wit s a Diſeaſe conſumes men im few years. 


There are two and fifty Plays written by 
theſe worthy Authors ; all which are now ex- 
tant in one Volume, printed fol. Zond. 1679. 
each of which I ſhall mention Alphabetically. 


Beggers Buſh, a Comedy : This Play I have. 


ſeen ſeveral times ated with applauſe. 
Bontuca, a Tragedy. The plot of this Play, 
15 borrow'd from 7 aczzus's Annals Lib. 14. Sec 
Milton's Hiltory of Zngland, Book 2: Ubalaims 
de Vita delle Donne Hluſtri del Regus a" Tnphel- 
terra, fy Scotia, pag. 7, Oc. ET 
Blhoady Brother, or- Rollo Duke of Normandy, 
a Tragedy much 1n requeſt ; and norwithſtand- 
ing Mr. Rymer's Criticiims:on 1t, (®) has'\{t:ll 
the good fortune to Pleale : 1t being frequently 
ated by the preſent \Company of Attors, at the 
Queen's Play-Houſe in Dorſet-Garden. The 
Deſign of this Play 1s Hiſtory : See: Herodaan. 
lth 4. Mg; Epit. Dion. m Yit. Ant.Caracalle. 
Part of the Language'zs copy'd from Serneca's 
Thebats. POrVEOLE | 
Captain, a Comedy: : . 
Chances, a Comedy, reviv'd by the late-Duke 
of Buckmgham, and very much 1mprov'd ; be- 
ing ated with extraordinary applauſe. at the 
Theatre in Dorſe7-Garden, and printed; with 
the "Alterations Lond. 4% 1682. This Play 1s 
built-on a Novel written by the Famous $pa- 


(0) Tragediez of the laſt-Age contidered, p16g8c. 
niard 
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mard Miguel de Cervantes, call'd The Lady Cor 
zelia; which the Reader may read at large in 
a Fol. Vol. call'd $:x Exemplary Novels. 

Coronation, a Tragi-comedy. 

Coxcomb, a Comedy, which was revivd at 
the Theatre-Royal, the Prologue being ſpoken 
by Jo. Hans. b | = 

Cupid's Rev#nge, a Tragedy. | 

 Cuſtome of the Country, a Tragt-comedy. 

'This 15 accounted an excellent Play ;. the Plot 
of Rutilio, Nuarte, and Guyomar, is founded on 
one of «Maleſpini's Novels, Deca.6. Nov. 6. 

Double Marriage, a Tragedy, which has 
been reviv'd ſome years ago; as I learn from a 
new Prologue printed 1n Covent-Garden Drolie- 
Ty, P. 14- : IIS 

 Elaer Brother, a Comedy, which has been 
acted with good applauſe. 

Faithful Shepherdefs, a Paſtoral, writ by Mr. 
Fltcher,and commended by two Copies written 
by the Judicious Beaumont, and the Learned 
Fohnſon,which the Reader may read at the end 
of the Play : See the laſt Edit.Folp.233. When 
this Paſtora] was hrit ated before their Maje- 
ities at Sommerſet Houſe on Twelfth-Night, 
1633. inſtead of a Prologue, there was a Song 
in Dialogue, ſung berween a Prieſt and 2 
Nymph, 'which was writ by Sir liam D A- 
venant; and'an Epilogue was ſpoken by the 
Tady Mary Mordant, which the Reader may 
read in Covent-Garden Drollery, pag. 86. 

Fair Maid of the Inn, a Tragi-comedy. eMa- 
77ana's diſowning Cſario for her Son, and 
the Duke's InjunQuon to marry him, 1s PI 
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by Caufſin-in his Holy Court, and is tranſcrib'd 
by Hanley 1n his Fiftory of Man, Fol. Book 3. 
Chap. 26. _ 


Falſe Onea'Tragedy.This Play 1s founded on 
the Adventures of Zulzus Cxſar 1n Egypt, and 
his Amours with Cleopatra. See Suetonius,Plu- 
tarch,D1ion, Appian,Florus, Entropins,Oroſias, &c. 

Four Plays, or Moral Repreſentations in One ; 
viz. The Triumph of Honour ; The Triumph of 
Love ; The Triumph of Death ; The Trummph of 
Time. T know not whether ever theſe Repre- 
{entations appear'd on the Stage, or no. '7/he 
Triumph of Honour is founded on Boccace his 
Loves, Day 10. Nov. 5. The Triumph of Love, 
on the lame Author, Day 5. Nov.8. 7 he Tri. 
umph of Death on a Novel in 7he Fortunate, 


Decerv'd,and Unfortunate Lovers, part 3. Nov3: 


See belides Palace of Pleaſure, Nov. 40.  Beke- 
foreſt, &c. The Triumph of T ime, as far as falls 
within my diſcovery, 1s wholly the Authors 
Invention. CEASE EL 
Honeſt Man's Fortune, a Tragi-Comedy. As 
to the plot of Hontazgn's being prefer'd by, La- 
ra to be her Husband, -when he was'1n Ad- 
verſity, and Jeaſt expetted ©, the like Story 2s 
related by Heywood 1n his: FHitory: of Hamen, 
Book 9. pag. = Ee I ge © 
Humourous Licutenaut , a Tragi-Comedy 
which T have often ſeen ated with Applauſe. 
The CharaQter of the Fumourous Lieutenant 
refuſing to fight after he was cured. of his 
Wounds, reſembles the Story of the Souldicr 
belonging to Lacallus deſcrib'd in the Epiſtles 
of Horace, bib. 2. Ep. 2. but the yery Story 1s 
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related 1n Ford's Apotheems, p. 30. How neat 
the Poet keeps to the Hiſtorian I muſt leave to 
thoſe that will compare the Play with-the Wrij- 
ters of the Lives of Antigonus and Demetrins, 
the Father and the Son. See P/utarch's Life 
of Demetrins, Dwdorus, Fuſtin, Appinn, &c. 

land Princeſs, ax Tragi-Comedy, This Play 
about three Years ago was reviv'd with Altera- 
tlotis by Mr. Tate, being aQed at the Theatre 
Royal, printed in quarto Lord. 1687. and dedi- 
cated to the Right Honourable Fenty Lord 
Walerave. EL, 

Ring and No Kine, a Tragi-Comedy; which 
notwithſtanding its Errors diſcover'd by Mr. 
Rymer 11 his Craticiſms, has always been acted 
with Applauſe, and his lately been reviv'd on 
our preſent Theatre with ſo great ſticceſs, that 
we may qultly fay with Forace, 
Hee placuit ſemel, hac decies repetita placebit. 

Knight of the burning Peſtſe, a Comedy. "This 
Play: was 1n Yogue ſome years fince, tt 'being 
reviv'd by the King's Houſe, and'a new Pro- 
logue (Red of the od One in proſe) being 
ſpoken by Mrs. Ze# Guin. The bringing the 
Citizen and his Wate upon the Stage, was poſſi- 
bly in imitation of Ben Johnſon's Staple of News, 
who has introduc'd on the Stage Four Goflips, 
[ady-like attir'd, who remain during the whole 
Aon, and criticiſe upon each Scefie. 

Kg ht of Malta, a Tragi-Comedy. 
Laws of Candy, a 'Tragi-Cotnedy. 

| Little French Lawyer, a Comedy. The 'Plot 
is borrow'd from Gu/mar or The Spaniſh Rogue, 
part 
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part 2. ch. 4, The Story'of Dinant, Clerimont, 
and Zamira, being borrow'd from Don Lewis 
de Caſtro, and Don Roderigo. de Montaſua. The 
like Story 1s in other Novels; as in Scarron's 
Novel called The Fruzleſs Precaution; and in 
The Complaiſunt Companion, 89 p. 263. which is 
copied from the above-mentioned Original. 

Love's Cure, or 7 he Martial Maid, a Comedy. 
Lowe's Prſerimage, a Comedy. 'Fhis I take 
to be an admirable Comedy. The Foundation 


of it is built on a Novel of Miguel de Cervantes 


called 7 he 7awo Damſels. The Scene in the 
hrſt A, between Dzezo the Holt of Offuna,and 
Lazaro his Oftler, 1s {toln from Ben Johnſon's 
New [nn + which T may rather term borrow d, 
for. that Play miſcarrying in the Aﬀtion, I 
ſuppoſe they made uſe of 1t with Zen's Conſent. 

Lovers Progreſs, a Tragi-Comedy. This Play 
1s built on a French Romance written by 2. 
Dandigmer, call'd Lifſander and Caliſta. 

Loyal Subjeft, a Tragi-Comedy. ? 

Mad Lover, a Tragi-Comedy. The Deſign 
of Cleanthe's Suborning the Prieſteſs to, give a 


falſe Oracle in favour of- her Brother Syphax, 


is borrow'd from the Story of Mundas and Pat - 
linadeſcrib'd at large by Zoſephas Lib.18.Cap.4. 
This Play Sr. Afton Cockgin has chiefly com- 
mended 1n his Copy of Verſes on Mr. Fletcher's 
Plays. See the Verſes before the old Edition, 

printed 1647. and Corkaim's Poems, pag.iort. 
Maid m the Mill, a Comedy. This Play 
amongſt othershas likewiſe been reviv'd by 
_ theDuke's Houſe. The Plot of 4ntonio, Tſmne- 
ia, and Amimnra, 1s borrow'd from Gerardo, a. 
0 2 Ro- 
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Romance tranſlated from the Spaniſh of Dow 
Gonzalo de Ceſpides, and Moneces ; Tee the Sto-. 
ry of Don Fayme pag. 350. As to the Plot. 
of Otrante's ſeizing Florimel the Millers ſup- 
poſed Daughter, and attempting her Chaſtity : 
tis borrow'd from an Itahar? Novel writ by 
PBandelho; a Tranſlation of which into French, 
the Reader may find in Zes Hiſtorres Tragiques 
par M. Belleforeft, Tom. 1. Hiſt. 12. The ſame 
Story 1s related by M. Goulart ; ſee Les Ft- 
ſtorres admirables de notre temps,89.T om.1.Þ.212.. 

Maids Trageay,a Play which has always been 
acted with great Applauſe at the King's Thea- 
tre; and which had {till continu'd on the Eng- 
Iith Stage, had not King Charles the Second, 
for ſome particular Reaſons forbid its further 
Appearance during his Reign. It has ſince been 
revivd by Mr. Yaller, the laſt A& having 
been wholly alter'd to pleaſe the Court: as the 
Author of the Preface to the ſecond part of his 
Poems informs us, and give us further the fol- 
lowing Account : ©'T1s not to be doubted, who 
_Eſfat for the Two Brothers CharaQters, "Twas 
© agreeable to the Sweetneſs of Mr. Walter's 
©Temper, to foften «the Rigor of the Tragedy, 
© as he expreſles 1t; but whether 1t be agree- 
© able to the Nature of Tragedy it ſelf, to make 
<every thing come off eahily, I leave to the Cri- 
© ticks. "This laſt At 1s publiſht 1n the Second 
Part of Mr. HYaller's Poems, printed in quarto 
L{.ond. 1690. 

Maſque of Grays-Tnn Gentlemen , and the 
Tuner-17 emple. This Maſque was written by 
Mr. Beaumont alone, and preſented before the. 
King 
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King and Queen in the. Banqueting-houſe of 

Hhitehall, at the Marriage of the Illuſtrious 

Frederick and Elizabeth, Prince and Princeſs 
Palatine of the Rhine. 

Monſieur T homas, a Comedy, which not long 

lince rs on the preſent Stage under the 


Name of Trick for Trick, 
Nice Patoar, or The Paſſionate eMad-man, a 


_ Comedy. 


Night Walker, os T he Little Thief,a Comedy, 
which I have ſeen acted by the King's Servants, 
with great Applauſe, both in the City and 
Country. 

Noble Gentleman, a Comedy which was Jate- 
ly reviv'd by Mr. Darfey, under the Title of 


The Fools Preferment, oor The Three Dukes of 


Dunſtable. | 

Philaſfter, or Love hies a Bleeding : a Tragis 
Comedy which has always been aGted with Suc- 
ceſs; and has been the diverſion of the Stage, 
even 1n theſe days. This was the firſt Play 
that brought theſe Excellent Authors in E- 
ſteem; and this Play was One of thoſe that 
were repreſented at the old Theatre in Z7uco/ns- 
7mm-Fields,when the Women acted alone. The 
Prologue and Epilogue were ſpoken by Mrs. 
eHMarſbal,and printed in Covent-garden Droflery, 
ps 18. . About this Time there was a Pro- 
ogue written on purpoſe for the Women by 
Mr. Dryden, and 1s printed in his «Miſce/lany 
Poems 1n oCtavo, p. 285. 
« Pilgrim, a Comedy which was reviv'd ſome 


Fr lince, and a Prologue ſpoke, which the 


Reader may find in Covent-garden Dollery, p.12. 
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1 F . An Aiconnt. of” the 
Propheteſs, a TFragical Hiſtory, which has 
lately been reviv'd by Mr. Dryden, under the 
Title of The Propheteſs, or The Hiſtory of Dio- 
cle/tan, with Alterations and: Additions after 
the manner of an Opera, repreſented at the 


Qyeens Theatre, and printed 49 Zong. 1690. 


For the Plot conſult ZEuſebius Lib.8. Nicephorus 
Lab. 6. and 7. Yopſc. Car. & Carm. Aur. YVieto- 
71s Epitome. Eutropius L. 9. Baronius An.204- 
&c. Orofins LL. 7. G.\16: Coeffetean 1.20. 5c. 

Sueenof Cormth, a Tragi-Comedy. 

Rule a Wife, and have @ Wife, a Tragi-Co- 
medy which within theſe few years has been 
acted, with applauſe at the Queens Theatre in 
Lorſet=Caraen. EE 
xcorniful Lady, a Comedy ated with good Ap, 
plauie even 1n thele times, at the Theatre 1n 
Dorſet-Garden. Mr. Dryden has condemn'd 
the Concluſion of this Play 1n reference to the 
Converlion of «Moor-craft the Uſurer (?); but 
whether this Cataſtrophe be excuſable, I muſt 
leave to the Criticks. 

gen Yoyuve, a Comedy Jately reviv'd by Mr. 
Durfey, under the Title of 7 he Common-wealth 
of Women. This Play 1s ſuppoſed by Mr. Dry- 
den, (as I have obſerv'd) to be copied from 


Shakeſpear's Tempeſt. (1) 


T he Storm which vaniſht on the neighbring ſhore, 
Was 1aught by Shakelpears Tempelt jir/t zo roar, 
1 hat [nnocence and Beauty which did fmale 
1a Fletcher, grew on this Enchanted {/lc. 


_Pauſs Crate, a Comedy frequently reviv'd 
 (p) Pram, Efjay, p. 35. (a) Prol. to the Tempeſt, 


with 
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with general Applauſe. 'The Plot of Dor 
Henrique, Aſcanio, Fiolante, and Facintha, 1s 
borrow'd from Gerardo's Hiſtory of Don John, 
Pag. 202. and that of Leandro, Bartolus, Ama- 
rantha and Lopez,from the Spaniſh Curate of the 
lame Author, pag. 214. (9c. NS 
Thirry and T heodoret, a Tragedy. This 
Play ts accounted by ſome an excellent old Play; 
and therefore 'tis pitty the Compe/ttor was fo 
careleſs in this new Edition as to omit a great 
part of the laſt AQ, which contains the King's 
behaviour during the Operation of the Poiſon 
given him by his Mother ; and which 1s as 
moyaing as any part of the Play. This Imper- 
tetion may be ſupply'd from the Copy printed 
1n quarto, and I hope the Proprietors of the 
Copy, wall take care 1n the next Impretlion to 
do jultice to theſe admirable Authors. | 


(*) © Fgy Beaumont's Works and Fletcher's 
Thould come forth, 


4 » "y 


 ©With all the Right belonging to their Worth. 


The Plat of this Play is founded on Hiltory. 
See the French Chronicles in the Reign of 
Clotaire the Second. See Fredegarius Scholaſl:- 
cus, Aunoinus Monachus Floriacenſts, De Serres, 
Mezeray, Criſpin, &c. 

7 wo Noble Kinſmen, a Tragi-Comedy. "This 


Play was written by Mr. Fletcher, and Mr. 


Shakeſpear. 

LValentinian, a Tragedy reviv'd not long ago 
by that Great Wit, the Earl of Rocheſter ; acted 
at the Theatre-Royal, and printed 1n quarto 
 ( *X) Cogkaie's Burl Ss Ep 31.07 / 

O 4. 1685; 


4 
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IG685. with a Preface concerning the Author 
and his Writings. For the Plot 'ſee the 
Writers of thoſe Times; as Caffidori Chron. ; 
LfAmm. Marcell. Hiſt. Evagrius Lib. 2. Proco- 
Pansy,Gee:. 

Wife for a Month, a Tragi-Comedy. This 
Play 1s 1n my poor Judgment well worth revi- 
ving, and with the alteration of a. judacious 
Pen, would be an excellent Dramma. The Cha- 
Tacter and Story of Alphonſo, and his Brother 
Freaerick's Carriage to him, much reſembles 
the Hiſtory of Sanchs the Eighth, King of Leon. 
1 leave the Reader to the peruſal of his Story 
an Mariana, and Lowts de «Mayerne Turgquet. 
 #F ild-Gooſe Chaſe, a Comedy valued by the 
pelt Judges of Poetry. p 

Fit at (everat Weapons, a Comedy which by 
ſome 1s thought very diverting ; and pollibly 
was the Model on which the Characters of 
the Elder Pallatine and Sr. cMorglay 7 hwack 
were built by Sr. Yilliam D' Avenant, 1n his 
Comedy call'd 7 he H7ts. 

Ht without Money, a Comedy which I have 
ſeen acted at the Old Houſe in little Zmucolns- 
{un-Fields with very great Applauſe; the part 
pt Palentine being play'd by that compleat AQtor 
Major «Mohan deceas'd. This was the firſt Pla 
that was acted after the Burning the Kings 
Houle 1n Drary-lane : a New Prologue being 
writ for them by Mr. Dryden, printed in his 
Miſcellany Poems 1n oCtavo, p. 285. 

Woman Hater, a Comedy. This Play was 
reviv'd by Sr. H7/ham D' Avenant, and a new 
Prologue (1nſtead of the old One writ in proſe) 

ins WAS 
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was {poken, which the Reader may peruſe in 
Sir Y/ihlam's Works in Fol.p. 249. "This Play 
was one of thoſe writ by Fl/e7cher alone. 


Women pleas'd, a Tragi-comedy. The Comi- 
cal parts of this Play throughout between Zar- 
zello, Lopez, Iſabella, and Claudio, are founded 
- on ſeveral of Poccace's Novels: 'See Day 7. 

Nov. 6. and 8. Day 8. Nov. 8. 


Woman's Prize, or the T amer tam'd, a Come- 
dy, written on the ſame foundation with Shake- 
ſpear's Taming oi the Shrew ; or which we may 
better call a Second part or counter-part to 


that admirable Comedy. This was writ by Mr. 


Fletcher's Pen likewiſe. 
I with TI were able to give the Reader a 


perte& Account what Plays He writ alone ; 


1n what Plays he was aſhſted by the Judictous 
Beaumont, and which were the Plays 1n which 
Old Ph:l. Mafſmger had a hand : but Mr. Charles 
Cotton being dead, T know none but Sir Aſtor 
Cockarn (it he be yet alive) that can fatisly the 
World 1n this partcular : all that I can fay, 1s 
that moſt of theſe Plays were acted at the 
Globe and Plack- Friars, in. the Time of thoſe 
AQors 7 ayhr, Lowin, Burbage, &yc. This Ac- 
count I recety'd from Sir Afton Cockarn's Poems, 
who writ an Epiſtle to his Colen Charles Coon, 
(*) concerning theſe excellent Authors, part 
of which I ſhall tranſcribe for the Reader's bet- 
ter Satisfaction, and becauſe his Pozms are not 
very common. 


——_—_——_ 
ag 
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"Tis true, Beaumont aud Fletcher both were fuch 
Sublime Wits none could them admire too much ; 
They were our Engliſh Pole-Stars, and did bear 
Between them all the World of Faicy clear - 
But as two Suns when they do fhine to us, 
The Arr is lighter, they prodigious ; 
So while they Jrv'd and writ together, we 
Had Plays exceeded what we hop'd to ſee. 
But they writ few ; for youthful Beaumont ſore 
By Death eclipſed was at his high Noon. 
Surviving Fletcher then did Penn alone 
Egual to both, ( pardon Compariſon ) 

Find ſaffer a not theGlobeBlack-Friar's Stage 
T* envy the Glories of a former Age. 

As wwe ;n Humane Boats fee that loſe 
[An Eye, or Limb, the Yertue and the Uſe 

| Retreat mto the other Eye or Limb, 
And makes it demble. So I ſay of him : | 
Fletcher was Beaumont's Herr,and did mbherit 
Hts ſearching Fudement,and unbounded Spirit. 
His Plays were printed therefore, as they were 
Of Beaumont Zoo, becauſe his Spirit's there. 


Tt know no Poems writ by Mr. Fletcher ; but 
Mr. Beaumont has a Poem extant call'd Salma- 
crs ( Hermaphroaitas, printed Lond. 49 1602. 
and which was again re-printed with his Elegy 
of Love; Elegtes, Sonnets, and other Poems, 
89 Lond. 1653. Our Author joyn'd with the 
Famons 7ehnſon, and Middleton, 1n a-Comedy 
called The Widow. Ot this Play, ſee more un- 
der the Name of Ben. Fobnſon. | 


John 


 Dramatick Poets. 219 


John FoRD. 


A Gentleman of the «Mradle-Temph, who 
liv'd in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt : 
Who was a Well-wiſher to the Mules, and a 
Friend and Acquaintance of moſt of the Poets 
of his Time. He was not only a Partner with 
Rowly, and Decker in the Witch of Edmonton, 
(of which ſee an Account in Row/y) and with 
Decker, in The Sun's Darling, but writ like- 
wiſe himſelt ſeven Plays ; molt of which were 
acted at the Phenrx, and the Black-Friars: and 
may be known by an Anagram inſtead of his 
Name, generally printed in the Tatle-page, vs. 


FIDE HONOKE. 


He was more addicted to Tragedy, than Co- 
medy; which occation'd an Old Poet to write 


thus of him. 


Deep im a Dump John Ford was alone got 
With folded Arms, and melancholy Hat. 


T ſhall give an Account of his Plays Alpha- 
betically, and place 7 he Sun's Darhng 11 its 
order, becauſe the greateſt part of 1t was writ 
by our Author. | 


Broken Heart, a Tragedy acted by the Kings 


Majeſties Servants, at the private Houſe 1n 
Black-Fryars, printed 4o Lond. 1633. and dedi- 
cated to the moſt Worthy Deſerver of the No- 
bleſt Titles in Honour, Witham: Lord Craven, 
Baron of FHamftead-Marſhal. The Speakers 
Names are fitted to their Qualities; and moſt 
of them are deriy'd from Greek Etumologies. 

EE, Fancies 
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Fancies Chaſt and Noble, a Tragi-comedy, 
preſented by the Queen Majeſties Servants, art 
the Phenix in Drury Lane; printed 4» Z,ond. 
1638. and dedicated to the Right Noble Lord, 
the Lord Randell Macdonell, Farl of Antrim in 
the Kingdom of /re/aud. This Play 1s uſher'd 
into the World by a Copy of Verſes, written 
by Mr. Edward Greenfield. 

Ladies Tryal, a Tragi-comedy acted by both 
their Majeſties Servants, at the private Houle 
1n Drury Lane; printed 4% Lond. 1639. and de- 
| dicated to his Defervingly- Honoured John 
Wyricy Eigq; and to the Virtuous and Right 
or Gentlewoman Mrs. Mary Yyriey his 
Wite. | 

Lovers Melancholy, a Tragi-comedy ated at 
the private Houſe in the PYlack-Fryars, and 
publickly at the Globe by the Kings Majeſties 
Servants; printed 49 Lond.1629. and dedicated 
to his moſt worthily ReſpeGed Friends, Na- 
thanzel Finch, John Ford, Elquires; Mr. Henry 
Blunt, Mr. Robert Ellice, and all the reſt of 
the Noble Society of Grays-/nuzw. This Play 1s 
commended by four of the Author's Friends ; 
one of which who ſtiles himſelf 'O 6i1a@,, writ 
the following Tetraſtick. 


'Ts not the'Language nor the fore-plac'd Rimes 
Of Friend's, that ſhall commend to after-times 
The Lovers Melancholy : ts own Worth, 


Without a borrow'd Praiſe, ſhall ſet it forth. 
'The Author has Embelliſht this Play with 
feveral Fancies from other Writers, which he 


has appolitely brought 1n; as the Story of the 
Cons 
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Contention between the Muſician and'\ the 
Nightingale ; deſcrib'd in Strada's Academica} 
Prolufions, Lib.2. Prol.6. which begins, 
Jam Sol e medio pronus defluxerat Orbe,8&c. 
A Definition and Deſcription %f Melancholy, 
copied from the Ingenious Mr. Rob. Burton's 
Anatomy of Melancholy, gc. Ef fe 
Love's Sacrifice, a Tragedy, receiv'd gene. 


rally well; ated by the Queens Majeſties:Ser. 


vants, at the Phanix 1n Drury Lane; printed 45 
Lond. 1633. and dedicated to his trueſt Friend, 
his worthieſt Kinſman, Fobn Ford of Gray's-Znm 
Eſquire. There 1s a Copy of Verſes;printed 
before this Play, written by that Dramatick 
Writer Mr. Fames Shirley. 

- Perkin Warbeck, a Chronicle Hiſtory, and 3 
Strange Truth,aGted(ſometimes)by the Queens 
Majeſties Servants in Drury Lane; printed, 49 
Lond. 1634. and dedicated to the Rightly Ho- 
nourable Witham Cavendiſh Farl of Newcaftle. 
This Play as ſeveral of the former, is attended 
with Verſes written by Four of the Author's 


Friends ; one of which 1s his Kinſman above- 


mentioned, 'The Plot. is founded on Truth, 
and may be read in moſt of the Chronicles thac 
have writ of the Reign of King Ferry the VIT. 
See Caxton, Polidore Virgil, Hollinglhead, Speed, 
Stow, Salmonet, Du Cheſue, Martyn, Baker, 

Gaynsford's Hiſtory of Perkin Warbeck, &c. 
Sun's Darling, a Moral Mask, often preſent. 
ed by their Majeſties Servants, at the Cock-pre 
in Drury Lane, with great applauſe; printed 
4* Lond. 1657. and dedicated to the Right Ho. 
nourable Thomas Wriatheſley, Earl ol South. 
ampion 
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Fancies Chaſt and Noble, a Tragi-comedy, 
preſented by the Queen Majeſties Servants, at 
the Phenix in Drury Lane; printed 4o Z,ond. 
1638. and dedicated to the Right Noble Lord, 
the Lord .Randell Macdonell, Farl of Antrim in 
the Kingdom of /relaud. This Play 1s uſher'd 
into the World by a Copy of Verſes, written 
by Mr. Edward Greenfield. 

Ladies Tryal, a Tragi-comedy acted by both 
their Majeſties Servants, at the private Houle 
3n Drury Lane; printed 49 Lond. 1639. and de- 
dicated to his Defervingly- Honoured 7o/# 
Wyriey Eifg; and to the Virtuous and Right 
oro Gentlewoman Mrs. Mary Yyriey his 
Wite. 

Lovers Melancholy, a Tragi-comedy atted at 
the private Houſe in the Ylack-Fryars, and 
publickly at the Globe by the Kings Majeſties 
Servants ; printed 49 Lond.1629. and dedicated 
to his molt worthily Reſpe&ed Friends, Na- 
thanzel Finch, fohn Ford, Eſquires; Mr. Henry 


Blunt, Mr. Robert Ellice, and all the reſt of 


the Noble Society of Grays-/nn. This Play 1s 
commended by four of the Author's Friends ; 
one of which who ſtiles himſelf *O 6ia@,, writ 
the following Tetraſtick. 


'T 1s not the'Language nor the fore-plac'd Rimes 
Of Friend's, that ſhall commend to after-tmmes 
The Lovers Melancholy : 77s own Worth, 
Without a borrow'd Praiſe, ſhall ſet it forth. 


'The Author has Embelliſht this Play with 
ſeveral Fancies from other Writers, which he 
has appolitely brought 1n; as the Story of the 
& Cons 


pt 
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Contention between the Muſician and'\ the 
Nightingale ; deſcrib'd in Strada's Academical 
Prolufions, Lib.2. Prol.6. which begins, 

Fam Sol e medio pronus defluxerat Orbe,8&c. 
A Definition and Deſcription %f Melancholy, 
copied from the Ingenious Mr. Rob. Barton's 
Anatomy of Melancholy, gc. by 
Love s Sacrifice, a "Tragedy, receiv'd gene. 


rally well ; aCted by the Queens Majeſties:Ser_ 
vants, at the Phenix in Drury Lane; printed 4s 


Lond. 163 3. and dedicated to his truelſt Friend, 
his worthieſt Kinſman, Fob Ford of Gray's-7nm 
Eſquire. ' There 1s 'a Copy of Verſes printed 
before this Play, written by that Dramatick 
Writer Mr. ZFames Shirley. 

- Perkin Warbeck, a Chronicle Hiſtory, and 4 
Strange Truth,aGted(fometimes)by the Queens 
Majeſties Servants in Drury Lane; printed, 49 
Lond. 1634. and dedicated to the Rightly Ho- 
nourable Witham Cavendiſh Karl of Newcaſtle. 
This Play as ſeveral of the former, 1s attended 
with Verſes written by Four of the Author's 


Friends ; one of which 15s his Kinſman above- 


mentioned, 'The Plot. 1s founded on Truth, 
and may be read in molt of the Chronicles: thac 
have writ of the Reign of King Ferry the VIT. 
See Caxton, Polidore Virgil, Hollingſhead, Speed, 
Sow, Salmonet, On Cheſs —ﬀe;C, Martyn, Baker, 
Gaynsford's Hiſtory of Perkin Warbeck, &c. 


Sun's Darling, a Moral Mask, often preſent. 


ed by their Majeſties Servants, at the Cock-pre 
in Drury Lane, with great applauſe; printed 


42 Lond. 1657. and dedicated to the Right Ho. 


nourable 7 homas Wriatheſley, Earl of South. 
ampton 
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empton. 'This Play was written ( as I have 
faid) by our Author and Decker, but nor pub- 
- Iifht tall after their Deceaſe. A Copy of Verſes 
written by Mr. 7ohn 7 ateham, 1s the Introdu- 
Aon to the Mx{que; at the Entry whereof, 
the Reader will find an Explanation of the De- 
ſign, alluding to the Four Seaſons of the Year. 

Ts pity ſhe's a whore, a Tragedy printed 40 
T can give no further Account of the Title- 
page, or Dedication, mine. being loſt. Al] that 
I can fay 1s, that 1t equalls any of our Author's 
Plays; and were to be commended, did not the 
- Author paint the inceſtuous Love between C/- 
ovaz, and his Siſter ,#1abella, in too beauti- 
ful Colours. 

Mr.w:wmftanly ſays,(f) that this Author was ve- 
ry beneficial to the Red-Bu#l, and Fortune Play- 
Houſes ; as may appear by the Plays which he 
wrote; tho' the Reader may ce by the fore- 
going Account that he takes his Information 
upon truſt, or elſe the Plays he has ſeen are of 
d$fferent Editions from thoſe T have by me: 
but T rather believe the former, fince I have 
found him ſubje& to ſeveral Miſtakes of this 


= 


Nature. 


Thomas. FoRD. 


An Author who liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, who publiſht a Dramatick 
Poem, call'd | 

Lowe's Labyrinth, or The Royal Shepherdeſs, 
a Tragi-comedy, printed 89 Lond. 1660. This 
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Play 
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Play is commended by two Copies of Verſes: but 
whether ever wis,. pF on any Stage, I cannot 
determine; only this I know, that part of this 


Play is ſtollen from Gomerſal's Tragedy of Sfor- 


2a Duke of Millain. Mr. Philips thro' miltake 
alcribes this Play to the above-mention'd Mr. 
John Ford. ; 
_This Author has writ ſeveral other Pieces, 
Virtus Rearuua, a Panegyrick on King Charles 
the Martyr: A Theatre of Wits, being a Col. 
letion of Apothegms: Feneſtra m Petfore 5 
or a Century of. Familiar Letters: Fragments 
Poetica 5 or Poetical Diverſions : A Panegyrick 
on the Return of King Charks the Second. All 
theſe Pieces, with the fore-going' Play, are 
printed together 1n'8® Lond. 1661. 


_ -» John Founrars. 
 AGeintleman who flouriſh'd in Devonſhire, 
3t the time of his Majeſty King Charles the Se- 
cond his Return ; and was the Anthior of a 


ne FRY pal... OE 
, Reward of Virtue, a Coinedy, printed in 45. 
Lond. 1661. This Play was not delign'd for the 
Stage by the-Author ; but about eight Years af- 
ter the firſt printing, Mr. Fountain being dead, 
it was Teviv'd with Alterations, by Mr. Sþad- 
well, and ated with good Applaulc, ynder the 
Title of 7 be Royul Shepherdcſs. s 


Abraham FRAUNCE. 


An Ancient Writer who liv'd in the time of 
Queen Zlizaberh, and was the Author of ; 
ly Book 


- "s < p _—_ . 
Eo Rae or ons % xr ae EO _ 
7 0 W _ "2 Mt" A PO. Is . - . * 


—— _ | — 


—__ 


—_—_— 


= 


Pen 
Rane rotra ner. > io rhe et nents Sree 7 SS ern 


= Ou <7 I WIS 0 0 Rr ores 


OS: 2 as 
— 


NE EE ee ada ate I TS ee has a 
a—_—_—_—_— __— PSY — - 


—— 
— - "Pans mmm ner regs ww ere RL” + RI 
. 


224 An Account of the 

Book called, 7 he Counteſs of Pembroke's Zuy 
Charch; whach Title 1n former Catalogues was 
fet down as the Name of a Play in 2 Parts, tho' 
ih there 18 but one Dramatick Piece, 
call d, 
Amintas's Paſtoral, being the firſt part of the 
Book, printed 49 Lond. 1591. and dedicated'to 
theRight Excellentand moſt Honourable Lady, 
the Lady Mary, Counteſs of Pembroke. | Fhis 
Play 1s writ in Engliſh Hexameters, and 1s a 
Tranſlation from 7 af/9's.Amimtia ; which was 


--. done.into Latin by one Mr. arſon, before this 


 "TWerſion was undertaken by our Author. He 


owns that he has ſomewhat alter'd(t)S1g*.Taf/o's 
{talian, and Mr. Walton's Latine Amintas, to 
make them both one Eng/ſh. 
Notwithſtanding Mr. Chapman in his Tranſ- 
lation of Homer, and Sir Philip Sidney 1n his 
felogues, have praftic'd this way of Writing ; 
yet this way of Imitating the Zazin Meaſures 
of Verſe, particularly the Fexameter, is now 
laid afſide,and the Verſe of Ten Syllables,which 
we ſtile Herock Yerſe, 1s molt in uſe. If this 
Tranſlation be allow'd grains for the time when 
*twas writ, 'twill be excus'd by the more mode- 
rate Criticks ; tho 1t compar'd with the Tranſ- 
fation which was afterwards printed in 1628. 
or that more Modern Verſion done by Daxcer, 
at the King's Return, "twill appear inferior to 
either in Value. es Jae 
The Second Part goes: under the Title of 
Phillis Funeral ; and 1t 1s writ in the form of 
Eclogues, being divided by the Author 1nto 


TX} Epiſt, Ded, - 


twelve 
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twelve Parts, which he fſtifes Days. This Poem 
is likewiſe writ in Hexameters ; to which is 
annext in the ſame Meaſure, 7h? Lamentation L 
of Corydon for the Love of Alexis. This is a 
Tranſlation of the ſecond Eclogue of Yirezl | 
Verſe for Verſe: The Author added likewiſe 
the begining of The /E1hiopick Hiſtory of He- 
 liodorns, in the ſame Species of Metre. 
With'theſe Pieces are commonly join'd an- 
other of our Authors Writing, call'd 7he 
Counteſs of Pembrokes Emiinie?; Containing 
the Nativity, Paſſion, Burial, and ReſurreQion 
of Chriſt; together with certain Pſalms of 


ca 


David, all in Enghſh Hexameters ; pritited'in 
quarto Loxd. I59r. and dedicated to the Right ? 
Excellent and moſt Honourable Lady, the Lady | 


_— Counteſs of Pembroke ; by the follow- 
ing Diſtick. ples; 
Mary the beſt Mother ſends her beſt Babe to a 


Mary, 


Lord to a Ladies Sight, and Chriſt to a Chriſtian 


Hearmg. | 

Mr.Phillips ſays (*), That he writ ſome other 
things in Zexameter, and Pentameter, and the 
ſame writes Mr. F7nftanley (*) : tho'I doubt the 
former takes his Opinion upon Truſt, and' the 
later does not T believe know a Pentameter from 


Sa 
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ſome Aſclpiades, which I ſuppoſe is the Occa: ” 


ſion of the miſtake: tho'I cannot but wonder 
at Mr. #mftanley's negligence, that when he . 
copied out the begining of Heliodorus,he ſhould 
not inform himſelf better ; but T hope my ſmall 
pains may be ſerviceable to his ba, 2 preſſion. 
Neither is his ConjeQure leſs probable con- 
cerning the time of our Author's Death,which 
he ſuppoſes was about the former part of the 
Reign of Queen Z/zzabeth; this can not be, 
ſince our Author was alive at the publication 
of his Book, which was in the Year 1591. and 
in the 'Thirty-third Year of her Reign: tho' 
how long after he ſuryiv'd I know not. 
Sir Ralph FREEMAN. 

A Gentleman who during the late Troubles 
buſted himſelf in Poetry, and writ an excel- 
lent Tragedy call'd 7mperzale, printed 1n quarto 
Lond. 165s5..and dedicated to his Ancient and 
Learned Friend, John Morris Eſquire. I know 
nat whether ever this Play - was acted; but 
certainly it far better deſerv d to have appear'd 
on the Theatre than many of our modern Farces 
that have ufarp'd the Stage, and depos'd its 
lawful Monarch, Tragedy. The Compoſitor 
main'd 'the laſt Act by ſetting the Sheet [T] 
falſe, fo that 'tis pretty dithcult to make out 
the five firſt Scenes: The Cataſtrophe of this 
Play 1s as 920vrng as mot Tragedies of this Age, 
and therefore our Author chole a proper Lem- 
77a for the Frontiſpiece.of his Play, in that 
Verſe of Ovid. | SE 

Omne Genus Scripti gravitate Tragedia vincit. 

| 'The 


a 
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The Story on which this Play 18 built 1s re- 
lated by many Authors, 'as Ponzanus, Budans's 
Treaſury of Ancient and Modern Times ; Beard's 
Theatre of Gods Fudgments,: part 1. p. 4275. and 
part 2. P.45. Wanley's FStory of Man, Book 4. 
Chap. 11, ' Goulart Hiſftoires admrables de notre 
temps, tom. I. P. 362. The Story is related at 
| largein Bandelle's {talian Novelslee the French 
Tranſlation by BeMeforeft, Tom. 2. ip. 24.2. 


_- _- Ulpian FurwzL, 

An Ancient Writer, of whom TI can give no 
otherAccount,than that he lived 1n theReign of 
Q.#/:2ab. and publiſht aDramarical Piece call'd 

Like will to Like, quoth the Devil to the Col. 
fer, an Interlude, wherein 1s declared what 
puniſhments follow thoſe that will rather hive 
Lacentioully, than. eſteem ' and follow good 
Coutiſel: And what Benefits they receive that 
apply themſelves to virtuous Living, and good 
Exerciſes; printed inquarto Lond. 't587, This 
Interludeas {o'contriv'd that Five may eafil 
play 1t. -*Tis printed 4n an old Black Letter ; 
the Prologue 1s writ in Alternate Verſe, and 
the whole Play.is writ in Rime ſuch as it is: 
However 1t might have ſuited with Mr. Dryden's 

Deſign (7) to prove'the Antiquity of Crambo, 
tar better than the Tragedy of Gorbauduc,which 
was writ 1n Blank Verſe; whereas this Play 1s 
. tagd with Rimes throughout, and 1s . Three 
| Years Older than the other, that not being 
printed till the Year. 1590. 

(3) Pref. Kival Ladbess' 
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228 An Awountof the 
G. 
George GascoleNm, E/q; 


T *His Gentleman I can give no further Ac- 


count of, than that he flouriſht in the be- 
vining of the Reign of Queen Zhzabeth ; that 
he was a Member of the Honourable Society of 


 Gray's-{nn, and was the Parent of ſeveral Po- 


etical Works, amongſt which, are Four Dra- 
matick Pieces, of which I ſhall firſt diſcourſe. 
Glaſs of Government, a Tragical Comedy, 1o 


intituled, becauſe therein are handled as well 


the Rewards for Virtues, as: alſo the Puniſh- 
ments for Vices. Seen and allowed, according 
to the Order appointed in the Queens Maje- 
ſties Injun&tions ; printed in quarto Lond.rs 75- 
At the begining of this Play I find the follow- 
ing Hexaftick. CA 
In Comadiam Gaſcozgi, Carmen ÞB.C. 
Feec nova, non vetns oft, Augh Commaia Patis, 
Chriſtus adeft,, Sant#as nil nift ſanta decent. 
Gr acia vantloguos germ, turpeſy; Poetas, 
Vis que fyncere ſeriberat unus erat. 
Id vereor noftro ne poſſit dicier avs, 
Vana precor valeant, vera precor placeant. 
This Play is printed in a Black Letter as are 
all his Works : 'tis writ-in profe with a' Chorus 
between each AQ, which with the Prologue, 
are all in Verſe. Poogts 
Focaſta, a Tragedy written in Greek by Zx- 
ripides, tranſlated and digeſted into Adts by = 
U- 
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Author, and Mr. Francis Kinwelmerſhe of Gray's 
{nn, and there preſented, and printed in quarto 
Lond. 1556. Each A of this Play 1s intro- 
duc'd by a Dumb ſhew, (which 1n thoſe times 
was the mode in 'Tragedies) and concluded by 


a Chorus. The Firſt, Fourth, and laft Afts were 


tranſlated by Mr. A7nwelmerſfhe, the Second 
and Third by our Author: and the Epilogue 
was writ by Mr. Chriſtopher Tefverton, in Alter- 
nate Rime. Et 
This 1s the only Play of that ancient 'Trage- 
dian, that to my Knowledge 1s tranſlated 1nto 
Engliſh : tho' our Language, and' the Know- 
ledge of this Age, be far more proper for Tranl- 
lations, now, a in that time our Author 
flouriſhr. That T. may not be wanting in my 
Reſpe& to thoſe Worthy Ancients, which by 
any of my Country-men are Naturaliz'd,I ſhall 
give ſome Account of them and their Writings 
as opportunity ſhall offer it ſelf; and therefore I 
crave leave to lay hold of zhts, to ſpeak a word 
or "Two of Euripides. | 
Thais Poet was {til'd the Tragick Philoſopher, 
and was born at Phyla a Town in Attica, 1n 
the 75-Olympiade, and in the 274 Year after 


> 
. 


the Building of Rome. Prodius taught him 


Rhetorick, after which he made a Voyage to 
egypt, with Plato, to viſit the Learned Men 
there, and to improve himſelf by their Con- 
verſation. He was alſo a Friend of Socrates, 


_ and ſome have believed that this Philoſopher 


alh{ted him 1n the Compoſition of his Trage- 
dies. He went from hens diffatisfied with 
the People, for preferring the Comick WR 

F'3 - 
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before:him ; and retir'd to the Court of 4rche- 
laus King of Macedonia about the-year of Rome 
338. This Prince confer'd many Favours on 
him, and had a great value for him. It hap- 
pen'd at'that time, that a certain perſon nam'd 
Decamnion,having raillied him about hisBreath 
(which was not over agreeable) Arche/aus lent 
him to Zaripdes, to be puniſht at his pleaſure. 
This ſo exaſperated Decamnion both againſt 
the King and the Poet, that for the ſake of Re- 
venge he join'd with other Contpirators in the 
Allattination of the Former, and ſet Dogs upon 
the later, which ſoon devour'd the Object of his 
Hatred. Some ſay, that this Misfortune pro- 
cceded from the. Brutality. of thoſe irrational 
Creatures, by accident, and not deſign. Others 
again relate, that he.recery'd his Death, from 
ſome 1nhumane Women, againſt whom he had 
{omewhat too bitterly inveigh'd. TI remember 
a pleaſant Story 1n Ford's Apothegms ; that So- 
phockes being once ask'd the Reaſon why in his 
Tragedies he always repreſented Women Good, 
and Zuripides Wicked ; 'anſwer'd, That Zu- 
1iþp:des deſcrib'd them as they were, he, as they 
ought to be. But Digrefhion apart; the time of 
his Death no more than.the manner of it 1s a- 
greed upon.. Some fay,' he Dy'd about the-65 
year of his Age, 1n'the-g3: Olympiade,. and 1n 
the Year of Rome 348. being 4.06 years before 
tne Incarnation of ouri Say1our. - Others ſay, 
that he Dy'd not, till the Year of Rome 351. 
The Ancients mention. Ninety odd 'Tragedies 
writ by him, of which at prefent we enjoy but 
Nineteen, Ip; Eg CTY 


> 


on 
p Suppoſes,a Comedy Engliſht irom the Ttalian 


of Ariofto a famous Poet; a Ferareſe, and Fa- 

vourite of Alphonſus the Firſt Duke of Ferrara, 
and of the Cardinal FHppolito d Efte, his Bro- 

ther. HeDy'd the 13 ot 7a/y, in the Year 1533. 

I purpoſely decline to give a larger Account of 
his Lake hogs 1t would ſwell my Book too 

much, and the Engliſh Reader may ſatisfy his 

Curioſity by peruling his Life at the End of 
Sr. John Farrington's Tranſlation of Orlando 
Furioſo. Thoſe Vers'd in /tahan, may read his 

Life writ by Gzerolamo Poro of Padoua, Ciero- 

lamo Guarafola of Ferrara, Simon Fornar: of 
F Rheggo, ec: i : 009 up. 

This Play was preſented at Gray's-/1n, and 
printed 1n quarto Zond. 1566. The Prologue. 
as well as the Play is writ in proſe. © This Pro- 
logue I ſuppoſe gave the Grounds for that writ 
by Mr. Duffet to the Play call'd Trappolin ſup- 
pos'd a' Prince, as that did to the Epilogue of 
The Duke and No Duke. 

Pleaſure at Kenelworth Caſtle, a Maſque, (as 
Mr.X7rkman 1nforms us 1n his Catalogue)which 
IT never ſaw. 

Our Author has written ſeveral Poems of a- 
Different Species which he calls Zerbs, and 
which with b1s Plays make a conſiderable Vo]- 
lume, and are printed together in quarto Lond. 


I L587. 
Henry GLAPTHORN. 
An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, who publiſht ſeveral Plays 


which I preſume in thoſe days paſt with good 
P'4 Ap- 
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Approbation at the! G/obe and, Cock-pit Play- 
houſes; tho' I cannot.agree with Mr. #inftan. 


- 
w 


tey (*) T hat he was TOY 288 chiefeſt Dramas: 
zick Prets of thts Age. . He writ Five Plays,vrs, 
_ Albertus Wallenſtein, Duke of Frigland, and 
General to the Emperor Ferdinand the Second, 
his Tragedy, aQted with good Allowance at the 
Globe. on the Bank-fide, by His Majeſties- Ser- 
vants, printed in quarto Lond. 1640. and dedi- 
cated to the Great: Example of Virtue, and true 
Mecanas's of Laberal Arts, Mr. #/iH[ran Hurrey 
of His Majeſties Bed-chamber. : For the Plot 
ſee the Hiltorians who have writ on the laſt 
German Wars, in the Reign of Ferdinand the 
Second. See beſides MH. Saraſius Haltern's Con- 
Jpiracy tranſlated into Engliſh, 8* Lond. 1678. 
andanus's Continuation of: Baronius. Fierzen 
{, Hiſt. de Laege, &c. oh 
_ Argalus _ Parthenta, a Tragi-comedy aCted 
at the Court beforettheir Majeſties : and at the 
Private-houſe in Drury-lane by their Majeſties 
Servants ; printed in quarto Zong. 1639. The 
Plot-gf this Play 1s founded on Sr. Philip Sid. 
ney 's Arcadia, a Romance, inthe Story of Ar- 
galus and Parthenia, {ee pag.16. &c. Mr.Quarles 
Has wr}t a pretty Poem on the ſame Founda- 
tion. 


% Hellanaer z 4 Comedy written in the Year 
1635. and then acted at the Cock-pi7 in Drury- 
lane by their Majeſties Servants, with good A - 
lowance : and at the Court before Both their 
Majeſtics, printed 1n quarto' Lond, 164.0. and 
dedicared to the great Hope of growing Noble- 
| ®) Engliſh Pats, page11y, Tor oe TITTT— 
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neſs, his Honourable Friend Sir Thomas Fiſher. 
Lady's Priviledee, a Comedy, ated with good 
Allowance, at the Cock;p:7 in Drury Lane, and 
before Their Majeſties at Whzte-ha/l twice; 
printed 49. Zond, 1640. and dedicated to the 
true Example of Heroick Virtue, and Favourer 
of Arts, Sir Frederick Cornwallis. 

Wit in a Conſtable,” a Comedy, writ in the 
Year 1639. and then acted at the Cock-pzt 1n 
Drary Lane, by Their Majelties Servants with 
good Allowance, printed 42. Lond. 1640. and 


dedicated to the Right Honourable his fingular 


good Lord, Thomas Lord Yentworth. 
; Beſides theſe Plays, he has a Book of Poems 
extant, 1n which are ſeveral Copies, direted 


to his Miſtreſs, under the Name of Zacinaa ; 


printed 4 Zond. 1639. 
Thomas. Gorr. 


A Gentleman that flouriſht 1n the Reign of 
Kang James the Firſt: He was born 1n &//ex 
towards, the latter end of Queen Z/:zabeth's 
Reign, about the Year 1592. In his Youth 
he was ſent to Yeftminſter-School, and at the 
M0 Eighteen he was brought 1n Student of 
Chriſt-Church Colledge in Oxford. Being an In- 
duſtrious Scholar, he arrived to be a good Poet, 
a $kilful Oratour, and an Excellent Preacher. 
In.the Year 1623. he proceeded Batchelour of 
Divinity, and was ipjeiery to a Lavingin Sur- 
rey, calld Eaſt-Clandon: there he got him a 
Wife, which prov'd as great a plague to him, 
as > Sorewmoand be ; and became a true. Xa- 
ade eo rene wie p Ou Me Zippe 
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z3ppe to' vur Eccleſiaſtical Socrates : infomuch 

that ſhe gave him daily opportunities of exer- 

cifing his Patience; and 'tis behev'd by ſome, 

that this Domeſtick-ſcourge ſhortned his days: 

He: was 'bnried' at his own Pariſh-Church at 

Clandon, the 27. of Fuly 1627. io 
He writ ſeveral Pieces on ſeveral Subjects, 

amonglt which are reckon'd five Plays, v2. 

_ Careleſs Shepherdeſs, a Tragi-comedy, a&ted 


before the King and Queen, at Sa/isbury-Court 


with great applauſe; printed 4.*Zond.1656.with 
an Alphabetical Caralobe of all ſuch Plays that 
ever were till that time pubhſhed. This Cata- 
logne 1s very full of Errors throughout. 
Couragious Turk, or Amurath the Firſt, a 
Tragedy, a&ed by the Students of Chri/t-Charch 


in Oxford; printcd 8% Lond. 1656. and dedica- 


ted to the No leſs Honoured than Deſerving 
Sir Walter Tichborn, by Mr:Rich. Meighen, who 
publiſh'd it after the Authors Deceaſe. There 
15 a Copy of Verſes prefix'd to the Play, 'writ T 
ſuppoſe by the ſame Perſon, and direfted to the 
Author; <In that, Tranſeribing his Book with- 
*out his Knowledge, he was bound by promiſe 
*to ſtand to his pleaſure to keep it, or burn ir. 
For the Plot,confult the Writers of the 7arkz 
Hiſtory 1n the Reign of Amurath, as Lenncla- 
crus, Chakocondylas, Knoles, gyc. HOT! 

-  Oreftes his Tragedy, ated by the Students of 
Chrifts'Charchin Cofndiotinged 89 Lond.16F56. 
How 'far'our:Author has follow'd' Sophocles in 
his EleFra, or Euripides 1n Oreſtes, I ſhall leave 
to the ſearch of the Learned Reader; only T 
cannot but obſerve, 'that when I firlt read 1, I 
thought 
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Ss by the length it might vye with that 
Epick Poem 'of Oreftes, which Zuvenal com- 
plains of, (*) as being, "OP 
Summa plena jam margine hibri 
Scriptus, gy im tergo nec dum finitns, Oreſtes. 
Raging Turk, or Bajazet the Second, a Tra- 
gedy, acted by the Students of Chri/t-Church 
in Oxford; printed 89 Lond. 1656. This Play 
was writ (with the two foregoing Tragedies) 
when the Author was Maſter of Arts, and Stu- 
dent of Chr/}-Church ; but not printed till after 
his deceaſe ; and then dedicated by Mr. Richard 
Mezghen the Publiſher, To the No leſs Tngeni- 
ous than Zealous Favourer of Ingenuity, Sir 
Richard T7 ichborn, Brother to the above-nam'd 
Sir Falter, For the Plot, conſult Chalcoconay- 
las, Artus, Knoles, &c. Theſe three laſt Plays 
are all printed together in 89 Loud.1656. 
Selmus Emperour of the Turks his Tragedy, 
printed 49 Lond. 1638. I queſtion whether eyer 
this Play were acted, becauſe it 1s not divided 
into Acts. The Author calls this the Firlt 
Part ; and in his Concluſion, as he {tiles it, or 
Epilogue; he promiſes a Second Part, ſaying, 
{f this Firſt Part, Gentiles, do hike you well ;_ 
T he Second Part ſhall greater Murthers teh. 
But whether 1t was ever publiſht, I am 1gno- 
rant : tho! I am apt to belteve not, fince tis not 
mention'd in any Catalogue. The Plot is found- 
ed on the 7arkiſh Hiſtory ; ſee the Writers of 
the Reign of Selrmns the Firlt, as Paulus Fouius, 
Mezeray, Kuolles, gc. 
RS Eoblools 
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235 An Account of the 
Mr. Philips, and Mr. Winſtanky, have fa- 
ther'd a Comedy on this Author, call'd Cupids 
Whirlizig ; tho' Democritus and FHeraclius were 
not more different in thetr Temper, than his 
Genus was oppolite to Comedy. Beſides, the 
rrue Father was one Mr. Z.S. who (as he lays) 
*(*) being long Pregnant with Deſire to bring 
©torth ſomerhing,and beingafterwards brought 
*a Bed, had choſe his Friend Mr. Robert? FHay- 
© ar to be God-father, not doubting but his 
«Child would be well maintain'd, ſeeing he 
«could not live above an hour with him, and 
ctherefore, he entreated him when he was 
«dead, that he might be buried deep enough in 
<his good Opinion, and that he might delerye 
<this Epitaph ; 


Here lyes the Child that was born in Mirth, 
Lleainſt the ftri&t Rules of Chila-birth - 
. And tobe quit 1 gave him to my Friend, 
Who laught him to death,and that was his End. 


Yours, while he is his own. 


_ TI hope the Reader, will forgive me this Di1- 
oreflion, which I was forc'd to in Vindication 
of my Anthor, who was ſo far from this Ridi- 
culouns Stile, and-affeted Mirth, that. nothing 
but Manly and Serious eſcap'd his Pen : and in 
His latter Time, he forſook the Stage, for the 
Pulpit, and inſtead of Plays, employ'd hamſelt 
1n writing Sermons ; ſome of which have ap- 
pear'd in Print 1n the Year 1627. To theſe I 
may add his Zatiz Funeral Oration, in the Di- 
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vinity-School, at the Obfequies of Sr. Zenry 
Savil, printed 4 Oxov. 1622. Another 1m Chrifft 

Church Cathedral at the Funeral of Dr.Goodwry, 
Cannon of that Church, printed Zond. 1627. 


Robert GoMERSsAar. 


A Gentleman that lived in the” Reign: of 
King Charles the Firſt, and was the Eldelt Son: 
of an Eſquire, He was born at Loudon, and was 
ſent hy his Father to the- Univerſity of Q#or. 
61S. being then 14, Years of Age. He; wasen- 
ter'd at Chrit-Church, and in a little time was 
choſe Student of that Royal-Foundatzon. Here 
he took his Batchelors and' Maſters Degrees, 
and in the Year 1627. he went out Batchelor 
of Divinity. I know not what Preferment he 
got, tho' I believe he was Miniſter of a place 
call'd Flower, in Northamptonſhire ; but this is 
only ConjeQure, from ſome of his Poems,dated 
from thence. However I am aflur'd he died 1n 
the Year 1646. : 

He 1s accounted by ſome no mean Preacher, 
or Poet: but this I leave to the Judgment of 
thoſe who will peruſe the Works which he has 
publiſht ,, and tho' Divinity ought to. claum the 
preference, yet Poetry being my immediate 
Subject, I crave the Readers pardon'that I give 
ry 111 the fiſt place, and be- 


Account of his Poetry 
g1n-with his Play call'd Pure 
Lodovick Sforza,Duke of Milla, his Tragedy, 
printed 80 Lond. 1632. and dedicated to' his 
moſt Worthy Friend,Mr. Francrs Ftae,Student 


- * = 
- o 


of Chrift-Charch, and junior Proftor of the Uni- 
__ _ verlity 


WY On 0 us 
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erſity 1n the Year 1627. T'cannot ſatisfy the 
Readers whether ever this Play appear'd on any 
Stage : but 1 can inform him, that the Foun- 
dation of 1t may be read in Cnzcciardine_tib. 
T, 2, &c. Philip de Commmes, eMezeray 1n the 
Reign of Charles the VIIT. of France. 

Belides this Play he has writ ſeveral other 
Poems, which are printed with 1t, as particu- 
_ The Levites Revenge comaining Poetical 
Meditations upon the 19, and 20. Chapters of 
Tudges ; and 1s dedicated to his Worthily Re- 
ſpetted Friend, Barten Hohaay, Arch-Deacon 
of Oxford. This Poem is highly Commended, 
by a Copy of Verſes, written by a Gentleman'of 
the eMradle-Temple - but I ſhall leave this and 
His other Poems, to the Readers peruſal and 
Judgment. 

He has ſeveral Sermons 1n print, on the I. 
Pet. Chap. 2. Verſe 13, 14, Is, 16. printed 49. 
Lond. 16623. | 
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_ Francis GouLDsMITH, Eſq; 


T am able to recover no other Memoires of 


this Gentleman, than that he liv'd in the Reign 


of King Charles the Martyr; and oblig'd the 
World with the Tran{lation of a Play out of 


Latin, call'd 
Sophompaneas, or The Hiſtory of:Zoſeph,with 


Annotations, a 'Tragedy,printed 49 Lond.r640. 


and dedicated to the Right Honourable Henry 
Lord «Marqueſs of Dochefter. This Dramma 
was writ by the Admirable Fugo Grotns, 
publiſht by him at Amterdam 1635. ee 
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 Gicated to Gerardus. Yoſſius, Profeſſor of Hi- 
| ſtory and Civil Arts,in the moſt flouriſhing City 
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of Amſterdam. He tiles 1t a Tragedy, notwith- 
ſtanding it ends ſucceſsfully ; and' quotes for 
his, Authority, /ſchylus's Danaides, Euripi- 
des his Alceſtes, Fon, Helena, Tphigenta among 
the. 7 auri, and even Yoffius his own Art of 
Poetry: whether this Opinion be to be con- 
troverted or no, 1 leave to the Criticks. Some 
pRope make it a Queſtion, whether it be law- 
ul to make a Dramatick Poem of a Sacred Ar- 
gument : and I have heard ſome People of ten- 
der Conſciences, ſpeak againſt this Play, and 
Chrift's Paſſion, writ by the ſame Author. But 
I think the following Opinion of the Great 
Yoſfms, (*) printed before this Play, may 1a- 
tisfy them in this point. ©I am of Opinion 
* ({ays he) 'tis better to chuſe another Argu- 
© ment, than Sacred. For. 1t agrees not with 
©the. Majeſty of Sacred things to be made a 
(Play and a Fable. Ir 1s alſo a Work of ve- 
*ry dangerous Conſequence, to mingle Hu- 
© mane Inventions with things ſacred; becauſe 
©the Poet adds uncertainties of his own, ſome- 
© times fallities ; which.1s not only to play with 
holy things, but alſo to 1ngraft in Mens Minds 
uncertain Opinions, and now and then. falle. 
©'Theſe things have place eſpecially, when we 
*bring 1n God, or Chr? ſpeaking, or treating 
©of the Myſteries of Religion. I will allow 
© more where the Hiſtory is taken'out, of the 


©Sacred - Scriptures, - but yet in the Nature of 


'the Argument is Civil... As it the Afton be of 
| (c) In Addznd. Ls a: Inflic, Poetics th 
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© David flying from his Son ſalon ; or of 7o- 


«ſeph ſold by his Brethren, advanced by Pha- 
©raoh to the Government of Zgypt, and 1mn'that 
Dignity adored by, and made known unto his 
Brethren. Of which Argument 1s Sophormpa- 
© neas, made-by the moſt THuſtrious and Incom- 
che liv'd;of the moſt Gracious Queen and'\King- 
©dom of Sweden, to the moſt Chriſtian King of 
e France. Which Tragedy, I ſuppoſe, may be 
<ſet for a Pattern to him that would handle an 
© Argument from the Holy Scriptures. | 
T ſhall ſay nothing of the Lite of Zngo Gr0- 
tius; only that he was an Honour to Del/ph, 
where he was born in the Year 1583. and wall 
be famous to Poſterity, in regard of thoſe many 
Excellent Pieces that he has publiſhed. In ſome 
of his Writings he had defended 4rmmanſm, 
for which he 7 rd Impriſonment 1n theCaſtle 
of Lowverſtert, in the Year 1618.(at which tinte 
his: Aﬀoctate' Barnevel? loſt his Head on the 
ſame Account ): afterwards he eſcaped out of 
Priſon, by means of «Maria Rejgersberg his 
Wife, and fled into Flanders; and thence into 
France, where he was kindly receiv'd by Lewis 
the XITE He died at Boſtech in Meclebourg, 
Sept. the firſt 1645. His Life 1s writ at large 


c apr Man Z#7ugo Grotits, Embaſlador when. 


by «Melchior Adamus, itt Zatin ; and in Enghſh 


by C. B. and printed 82 Lond. 1652. 

As to our Author,and hisTranflatton, (which 
is in Heroick Verſe ) I find it extreamly com- 
mended by the Verſes of four of his'Friends : 
and I doubt not but the candid Reader will af- 


ſent to their Judgments. For the Plot, the An- 


thor 


4 
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thor has acquainted the Reader ( before the 
Play) © That the Hiſtory 1s recorded by Moſes 
£1n Gene/4s, 44and 45 Chapters, with the Con- 
© texts there adjoyning ; Pal. rog. As 7. By 
*Phih, in the Lite of Foſephns : By Joſephas,in 
© the 24. Book of the Tew!ſh Antiquities; and 
©partly by Zuſtmm, out of '7rogns Pomperns, the 
© 36. Book. It is extant alſo in Aftapanus, out 
© of Alexander Polyhiftor, and 'in Demetrius 
© the places you may ſee 11 Zaſebins his Prepa- 
ration to the Goſpel, © 


Alexander GREEN. 

A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charks the Second; who preſently after. the 
Reſtauration publiſhed a Play, call'd 7 he Poli- 
t1c1an cheated, a Comedy, printed 4® Lond.1663. 
I know not whether ever this Play appear'd on 
the Stage, or no ; nor can I recover any thing 
elſe of this Author's Writing. | 


Robert GREEN. 


This Author lived in the Reign of Queen 
Ehzabeth, and was a Maſter of Arts of Cam- 
bridge : As to any further Account.of him, I 
I can meet with none, except what I am forc'd 
to borrow from Mr. #7nftanley. But the truth 
is I dare not-truſt too much to him, knowing 
how ſubje& he- is to take. things upon Reporr, 
as I find, particularly in the Innumeration 
he makes of this Author's Plays: However, 
for once I will venture to tranſcribe the follow- 
1ng pallage upon his Authority; who oy ws, 
Be That 


| AS - 
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That the Perſon we here treat of was: mar- 
ried to a Deſerving Gentlewoman, ' whom he 
ungeatetully forſopk , living above himſelf; 
and therefore was: forc'd to make his Pen. a 
flave to his Parſe, - to. ſupply his Extravagan- 
cies: notwithſlanging which he was redyc'd 
to extreme Poyerty\towards the. latter end of 
his Lite; which through God's Mercy, led him 
to a fight of his former Follies, and to a Re- 
PRance of his-evil Courſe of Lyfe ; eſpecially 
1s Unkindneſs and Dilloyalty to his Virtuous 
Partner : which occaſion'd a Letter, (publiſhed 
by Mr. Y7nftanky ) which was directed to her 
by our PenzZent, and found after his Death: 
which Epiſtle in' nry- Opinion very much re- 
&iables the Stile of Dr.” Reynolds 1n his God's 
Revenpe agamnſt Murther. As to that Di/lich 
ſaid by Mr. #7nſtanley to be writ on our Au- 
thor, T have ſhew'd his miſtake in the Account. 

This Author has writ ſeveral Pieces, but e- 
ſpecially one Play,(the occaſion of his mention 
1n this place) whole-Title 18, _ 

The Honourable Hiſtory of Fryar Bacon, and 
Fryar Bungy ; play'd by the Prince Palatine's 
Servants, and printed: Loud, —— I know not 
whence the Author borrow'd his Plat; but this 
Famous Fyar Minor, hivd 1n the Reign of 
King Henry the Third, and died in the Reign 
of Edward the Firit, 1n the Year 1284. Con- 
ſult Bale, Script. [Huſftr. Majoris Rritanne Ca- 
talogus Pitſeus. Relationes Hiftorice. Wood. 
Antiq. Oxon. Dr. Plot Fift. Oxfard, go. 97 
Mr. Ph:/zps, (*) and Mr. Wwrtanley (*) ſay, 

That 
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'Fhat he was an Aſſociate with Dr. Lodpe in 
writing ſeveral Comedies ; namely, 7 he Laws 
of Nature; Lady Alimony ;, Liberality and Pro- 
argality 5 and a Maſque called Lumenaha, Re- 
lides which he wrote alone, the Comedies of 
Fryar Bacon, and Farr Emme. But in this 
Afſertion they are extreamly out; for he joyn'd 
with Dr. Lodze but 1n one Play,call'd 4 Fdkins- 


glaſs for London ; of which hereafter : and as 


to the others(moſt of which I have by me) they 
are all Anonymous Plays. 

As to his other Pieces, I have never ſeen but 
two; v12.247Þ for an Upſtart Conrticr; and Dora- 


fius and Fawnia ; tho' oaigga4 reckons up 


ſeveral others, as Zuphucs his Cenſure to Philan- 
tus; Tullies Love; Philomela, T he Laay Fits- 
waters Nightingale ;, Green's never too late, firlt 
and ſecond part; Green's Arcadia; Green's Fare- 


well to Folly ; Greets Groats-worth of Wit,gyc. 


William HapineToN, E/q; 


A Gentleman that liv'd in the Time of the 
late Civil Wars; and {lighting Bellona, 
gave himſelf up entirely to the Muſes. He was 
equally famous for Hiſtory,and Poetry,of which 
his Edward the Fourth, and Caftara, are ſufh- 
cient Teſtimonies. Mr. &7r &an (who was very 
knowing 1n Plays, ) has aſcribed a Dramatick 
Piece to hint, which gives vs occaſion to {peak 
of him ; "ris call'd, WI Þ: 42 
| Q 2. * S1een 
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2zcen of Arragon, a Tragi-comedy, acted at 
Court, and the Black-Fryars; and printed fol. 
Lond. 1640. Tho' the Author's Name be not 


prefix'd to the Title-page, yet I have that confi- 


dence in Mr. Kr&man's 7 ang as to believe 
this Play to be writ by him. 

His other Poems are all PrImey together 86. 
and go under the Title of Caftara: they are 
divided into three parts, under a difterent Title 
{ſuitable to their Subjed&t. The firlt, which was 
writ when he was a Suitor to his Wife, 1s 
uſher'd 1n, by a CharaGter writ in Proſe, of a 
Miſtreſs: The ſecond, being Copies writ to ier 
after Marriage,by a CharaQer of a Wife: After 
which 1s a Character of a Friend, before ſeve- 
ra] Funeral Elegies. 'The thard part confiſts 
of Divine Poems, ſome of which are Para- 

hraſzs on ſeveral Texts out of Job and the 
Book of Pſalms: before which 1s the Portrait 
of a Holy Man. I know not when thoſe Poems 
were fir{t printed, but the laſt Edition which 
I have by me augmented and correfted, was 
printed 89. Zong. 164c. and his Poetry is com- 
mended by his Friend and Kinſman, Mr. Joh 
7 albot. 
TI know nothing that he has writ in Proſe, 
except his Chronicle of K. Zaward the Fourth, 
printed fol. Zend. 1640. Of what eſteem it 1s 1n 
the World, 1s well known to Hiſtorians. 


Peter HAusSTEAaD. 


A Gentleman that was born at Oandle. a Mar- 
ket Town in Northamptonſhire, and flouriſh 
1n 
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1n the Reign of King Charles the Firſt of Bleſſed 
Memory. He was after ſome Years ſent to the 
Univerlity of Cambridze : where in Queens Col- 
ledge he took the Degree of Maſter of Arts. He 
challenges a Place in our Catalogue, on Account 
ol his Play, call'd 

Rival Friends, a Comedy, acted before the 
King and Queens Majeſties, when ovt of their 
Princely Favour they were pleas'd to vilit the - 
Univerſity of Cambridge, upon the nineteenth 
day of March 1631. Cry'd down by Boys, Fa- 
ction, Envy, and confident Ignorance, approv d 
by the Judictous, and Expos'd to the publick 
Cenſure by the Author ; printed 4* Lond. 1632. 
and dedicated by a Copy of Verſes to the Right 


Honb«, Right Reverend, Right Worſhiptul, or 


whatſoever he be,ſhall be,or whom he hereafter 
may call Patron. The Play 1s commended by a 
Copy of Latin Verſes, and Two writ in Eng/;ſb. 
"The Prologue 1s a Dialogue betwixt Penus,] be- 
715, and Phebus,lung by two Trebles,and a Baſe. 
Fenrms (being Phoſphorus as well as Yefper) ap- 
pearing at a window above, as riſen, calling to 
Sof, who lay in Thet:s Lap, at the Eaſt-ſide of 
the Stage,canopy'd with an Azure Curtain. Our 
Author ſeems to me to be much of the Humor of 
BenFohnſon, (whoſe greateſt weakneſs was that 
he could not bear Cenſure;) and has ſo great a 
Value forBer'sWritings, that his Scene betwen 
Love-all, Mungrel, and Hammerſhin, At 2. Sc. 
7. 1s copy 'd from that (in Johnſon's Play called 
T he Sileut Woman, ) between 7rue-wit, Daw, 
and Za-fool, A&t. 4. Sc. 5. 

I know not whether our Author were in Or- 
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ders when he writ this Play ; but I know there 
are Eleven Sermotis' in print, under his Name, 
publiſhed 49 Lond. 1646. 

| Richard Heap. 

This. Author 1:v'd in' the Reigns of King 
Charles the Firſt and Second. He was born in 
{reland, of Enghſh Parents, being the Son of a 
Clergy-man, who was murthef'd in the deplo- 
rable Maffacre of /re/and; in the beginning -of 
the Rebellion, which broke out there on the 
24 day of October 164.1. He was educated for 
ſome imall time 1h the Univerſity of Oxford; 
and aiterwards exchang'd his Study for a Pook- 
ſelters $hop. T remember him a Bookſeller, and 
Partner with A7r4iman, ( 1t T miſtake not) in 
the Alley that fronts the North-gate of Pauls, 
call'd, Cannon-Alley. He was a Man extreamly + 
21ven topleaſure, and yet of excellent Natural 
Parts, had they been 1mprov'd by Virtue, or 
nx'd by Solidity. He writ a Play call'd 

His toy nbique, or T he Flumours of Dublin, a 
Comedy actcd privately with good Applaule ; 
printed 1n quarto ond. 1663. and dedicated 

to the Tluſtrious Charies, Duke of Monmouth 
and Orkney. Ee ok 

_ He has writ ſeveral other Pieces, of different 
SubjeQs tho' all of them trivial, and which be- 
tray'd his Converſation ; as 7 he firſt part of the 
Engliſh Rogue; Venus Cabinet unlocks; T he Art 

of Wheedling, The Floating 1/land, or A Yoyage 
from Lambethania Zo Ram-allia ; 4 Diſcovery 
of 0 Braſil; Jackſon's Recantation; The Red-ſe F 

k-62 all 


and ſome Pieces againſt Dr. Wild; all which I 
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have borrow'd from Mr. Winftauley, and ſhall 


. be ready to return him Tntereſt for it, in the 
| Next Edition of his Book, if he pleaſes to com- 


mand me. 
Onr Author ( according to Mr. #"nftanley ) 


' was caft away at Sea, 1n his paſſage to the Ifle 


of Wight. 


Willtam HEMMINGs. 


A Gentleman that l1v'd 1n the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, and was Maſter of Arts 
of the Univerſity of Oxford: tho' I cannot 
inform my ſelf of what Colledge. He writ 
two Tragedies, which in his time were in 
ſome eſteem; and one of them has appear'd on 
the Stage, fince the Reſtitution of his late Ma- 


jeſty and the Muſes, with Approbation. It 1s 


cand -- 
Fatal Contrat?, a Tragedy ated with good 
Applauſe, by - Her Majeſties Servants; .and 
rinted quarto Lond.1653. This Play was pub- 
liſhed after the Author's Death, having pals'd 
thro' many Hands, as a Curiolity of Wit and 
Language ; (*) and was dedicated to the Right 
Honourable James Compton Earl of Northam- 


. þton,, and to /ſabella his VYirtuous Counteſs. 


It was reviy'd not many Years ſince under the 
Title of Love and Revenge, with ſome Altera- 
tions : the Old Play being out of prifit, it was 
about three Years ago reprinted as a New Play, 
under the Title of 7he Eunuch. For the Plot 
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(c ) Epiſtle Dedic. 
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'tis founded on the French Chronicle, in the 
Reigns of Chi/peric the Firſt, and Clotarre the 
Second: Conſult Gregorre de Tours, Lib.4,s. 9c. 
Ammon, Fredegarre, Sigebert, Fortunat, Palos, 
De Serres, Mezeray, oc. 

Fews Tragedy, or their fatal and final Over- 
throw by Yeſpa/tan, and 7 ztus his Son, agree- 
Il able to  Þ Authentick and Famous Hiſtory of 

:, Toſephus ; printed 49 Lond. 1662. This Play 
HIM was not publiſhed till ſome Years after the Au- 
thor's Death. For the Hiſtory conſult Zoſephas 
Lab-6, 7. 


Jaſper HErwoop. 


This Author was Son to John Heywood, the 
Famous Epigramatilt, ( of which by and by) 
and was + in his younger Years at Merton 
Colledge, and afterwards was a Member of A/- 
Souls Colledge in Oxford. In ſome few Years, 
he changed the Univerſity for S.Omers; where 
he became a fierce Bigotted Zeſuite, and was 
the firſt Zeſuzte that fer foot in England. Dr. 
Fuller 1a.s, (f) He was executed in the Reign 
of Queen E/7zabeth: but Sir Richard Rab 
tells us, (#) © That he was one of the Chief of _ 
* thoſe ſeventy Prieſts that were taken 1n the 
*Year 158x. and when ſome of them were con- 
*demn'd, and the reſt in danger of the Law, 
*that Gracious Queen caus'd them all to be 
*Ship'd away, and ſent out of England. 
During his Reſidence in the Univerſity, he 
i (| 1mploy'd part of his time, 1n tranſlating three 
2 | ' 4 1) 4orihues London, pe 222. (g ) Q, Elii. p. 364. 
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of Seneca's 'Tragedies, of which we ſhall give 
an Account: But firſt with the Readers per- 
miſſion, ſince an hanſome Opportunity ofters 1t 
ſelf, we will preſent you with an Abridgment 
of the Liſe of this our Poertcal-Storck. 

Lucius Anneaus Seneca was born at Cordoua, 
in Spazn, a little before the Death of Auguſtus 
C:z/ar. He bore his Father's Name, which Con- 
lormity has mi{-led ſome Authors,cauling them 
to aſcribe to the Son, the Declamations colle- 
Cted by the Father. He gave himſelf to the 
Study of Phaleſophy and Rhetorick; and in the 
beginning of Ca/jzul/a's Reign, he lignaliz'd 
himſelt by a Cauſe which he pleaded 1n the Se- 
nate, under the prote&ion of Cneus Domitrus. 
But finding that Emperor, aiming at the Unt- 
verſa] Monarchy of Eloquence, he pleaded no 
more 1n publick, for fear of giving Omprage 
to this Ambitious Prince. He was baniſht for 
two Years into the Ifle of Corſa, upon ſuſpition 
of too much Familiarity with the Reli&t of his 
Patron Domitins. Aeripma being marrigd to 
Claudius, ſhe repeal'd his Baniſhment, and gave 
him the Honourable Station of Tutor to her | 
Son Nero, who ſhe deſign'd for the Empire. 
He acquitted himſelf of this Employ with un1- 
verſal Applauſe ; and the firſt five Years of Ne- 
ro's Reign, ſufficiently teſtify'd the Diligence 
and Prudence of the Tutor, and the pregnant 
Temper of the Royal Pupil : who ſo well put 
in praQtice the Inſtructions that were given 
him, that the beginning of his Reign nught 
ſerve as a Model to the beſt of Princes: But, 
when once Poppen and 7 igillinus mg Ms: 

| | Es ers 
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ets of his Temper, they ſoon deſtroy'd that 
Noble Foundation of Virtue, that Seneca had 
tiken {0 mich pains to erect; and he gave him- 
ſelf up to thoſe abominable Crimes, that ren- 
der'd him the ſhame of Mankind. Seneca's Virtue 
was 4 continual Check to his Vices; this ren- 
der'd his Contpany at firſt difagreeable to him, 
atterwards intolerable. This occaſion'd him 
to hire C/eonrce, Seneca's Freed-man, to poylon 
him; which either throngh the Repentance of 
the Domeſtick or the Diltruſt of Seneca, was 
prevented. MVero ſome time after,hearing that 
Seneca was privy to Piſo's Conſpiracy, and be- 
ing 1mpatiefit of his Death, laid hold of that 
Opportunity to deſtroy him. All the Return 
this nngrateful Pupil made him for the Care 
of his Education, was to allow him the choice 
of his Death ; whach he accepted from the Ty- 
rant, and cauſing his Veins to be open'd, he 
died 1n the twelfth Year of MNero's Reign, 
EG £* , ny 

_ T could willingly enlarge upon his Life, but 
fince my Subject confines me to ſpeak ob:zer on- 
ty of forreign Poets, T hope the Reader will ex- 
cuſe meand ſeek in 7 acitas,Snuetonms,and other 
Roman Hiſtorians for the further SatisfaQtion : 
or in Znſtus Lip/ins, who has Pen'd his Life 
more at large; whilſt I return to my Tranfla- 
tor, and thoſe three Plays made E72/:ſh by him, 
which are Hercules Furens, Troas, and T hy- 
eftes. 

Herenles Furens, tho' not allow'd by ſome 
who are Criticks in Stile, to be writ by Sexeca, 
3s yet thought by moſt Learned Men to be 

| ail 
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an Imitation of that Play of Zaripides, which 
bears the lame Name : and tho' in {ome things 
relating to Oeconomy and Contrivance, they 
differ, in others they agree; as has been ob- 
ſerved by Scaliger, Apud Firipiadem Tragealta eff 
huic affmis, oy Argumento (fy Nomine : #conomia, 
partim /imilis, partim difſumilts. An Inſtance 
of this, 1s in the Scen2 between Lycas and 
Amphitrno, where Seneca has obſery'd the De- 
corum of the Stage 1n the perſon of Amphitras, 
better thin Zrryprides; ſo that Scahger {hcks 
not to prejer the a7in to the Creek Poet, 7% 
Lecore perſono Amphitrionts longe inferior Sene- 
Ca, ut itt multts allts. 

As to the Verſion of our Author, tho'I can- 
not much commend it, yet I believe 1t may yye 
with the Tranſlations of Mr. Fr://et, and Le 
grenr Nouvelon. If Mr. Linage has ontdone 
him, 'tis becauſe the One 1s writ in Proſe, and 
ſo 1s left at liberty te expreſs his Thoughts; 
the Other 1s fetter'd in Rhime, and has taken 
an 111 Meaſure of Verſe; Lines of fourteen Sy]- 
ables ſounding harſh to the Ears of thoſe that 
are/uſed to Heroick Poetry. IT muſt do my Au- 
thor this Juſtice to acquaint the whole World, 
That he endeavours to keep to Seneca's Sence; 
and likewiſe to 1mitate his Verſe,changing his 
Meaſure as often as the Author; the Choras 


_ of each Act being different from the A it ſelf, 


as the Reader may obſerve by comparing the 
Engliſh Copy with the Latim Original. 

T roas, 18 a Tragedy which is extreamly com- 
mended by the Learned Farnaby, and the Jud1- 
£lous Danzel Hein/mns ; the former {tiling 5 A 
: 
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Divine Tragedy, 1n his Preface before theſe. 
Tragedies, Divinam Tragediam Troadas L.. n- 
ne Senece Philoſopho adſcribs ; the other pre- 
terring it before the 7roadas of Euripides, both 
for the Language and Contrivance : But eſpe- 
cially he ſays, It far exceeds 1t in the Choras - 
io that thoſe of Seneca are Divine in reſpe@ of 
theſe of Euripides. Etiam in Chorts nofter vin- 
£17 quos ex paucis Gracis verbis, & que ſparſum 
teguntur fecit alios ( plane druinos. 1 ſhall not 
cl{pute whether this Tragedy be nam'd 7 roas, 
or 7roadas, according to Sca/iger's Opinion : or 
whetner 1t ought to be nam'd Hecuba, as Ya- 
ferins Probus,and ſome others believe; bur leave 
theſe Niceties to the Deciſion of the more 
Learned Criticks, whilſt I proceed to give an 
Account of our Authors Verſion. 

_ In:this Tragedy the Author has taken the 
liberty of adding ſeveral things, and altering 
others, as thinking the Play imperfect; whe- 
ther left ſo by Seneca, or whether part of it be 
Joſt, he pretends not to decide. Firlit, as to his 
Additions : he has at the end of the Chorus 
after the firſt Act, added threeſcore Verſes of 
his own Invention. In the beginning of the 
tecond AR, he has added a whole Scene, where 
he Introduces the Specre of Achilles rifing 
trom Hell, to require the Sacrifice of Polyxena. 
To the Chorus of this AR, he has added three 
Stanzas. Secondly, as to his Alterations ; In- 
ſtead of tranſlating the Choras of the third AQ 
(which 1s wholly taken up with the Names of 
Forreign Countries, the Tranſlation of which 
without Notes, he thought would be tireſome 
| to 
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to the Zngliſh Reader;) he has ſubſtituted in 


1ts ſtead, another Chorws of his own Invention. 
This Tragedy runs 1n Verſes of fourteen Syl. 
lables, and for the moſt part his Choras 1s writ 
in Verſe of ten Syllahles, which we call He. 
roick Verſe. Whether his Tranſlation excel, of 
be excell'd by thoſe done by Robert Garnier, 
and the Srenr de Sallibray, 1 mult leave to thoſe 
who have read them to decide. £673" 
T hyeſtes, is a Tragedy in the Judgment of 
Heinſins not inferior to any of the other Dra- 
matick Pieces writ by Seneca. Whether he 
made uſe of Lucius Yarias or no, I multleave to 
the Inquiry of the Learned; whil{t I Inform my 
Reader, That our Author tranſlated this Play 
when he was Fellow of /-Souls Colledge in 
Oxford. This Tragedy,1s writ 1n the ſame mea- 
ſure of Verſe with che other ; only the Choras 
1s writ 1n Alternate Rime. The Tranſlator 
has added a Scene at the end of the fifth Act, 
{ſpoken by Thyeſtes alone; in which he bewails 
his Miſery, and 1mplores Heaven's Vengeance 
on Arreus. Theſe Plays are printed with the 
other {even in a Black Letter,in 4* Lond. 1581. 


John HxryYwooD. 


This Ancient Writer flouriſh'd in the Reigns 
of K. Zdward the Sixth, and Queen Mary;'and 
liv'd at North-mims in Hertfordſhire, near St. 
> Albans, He was moſt familiar with Sr. Thomas 
More, whoſe Neighbour he was, and by whom 
I ſuppoſe -he was introduc'd to the knowledge 
of Queen Mary ; 1n whole Favour he grew *4 
cced- 
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Divine Tragedy, 1n his Preface before theſe 
Tragedies, Divimam Tragediam Troadas L. /n- 
nes Senece Philoſopho adſcribs 5 the other pre- 
ferring it before the 7 roadas of Euripides, both 
for the Language and Contrivance : But eſpe- 
cially he ſays, It far exceeds it in the Choras - 
{o that thoſe of Sexeca are Divine in reſpeCt of 
theſe of Euripides. Etiam in Chorts nofter vin- 
£17 guos ex paucts Gracis verbis, & que ſparſum 
teguntur fecit alios o& plane diuinos. 1 ſhall not 
c1ſpute whether this Tragedy be nam'd 7 roas, 
or 7roaaas, according to Sca/iger's Opimion : or 
whetner 1t ought to be nam'd Fecuba, as Ya- 
ferins Probus,and ſome others believe; bur leave 
theſe Niceties to the Deciſion of the more 
Learned Criticks, whilſt I proceed to give an 
Account of our Authors Verſion. 

In this Tragedy the Author has taken the 
liberty of adding ſeveral things, and altering 
others, as thinking the Play 1mperfic&t; whe- 
ther left fo by Seneca, or whether part of 1t be 
Joſt, he pretends not to decide. Firſt, as to his 
Additions : he has at the end of the Chorus 
after the firſt At, added threeſcore Verſes of 
his own Invention. In the beginning of the 
1lecond AR, he has added a whole Scene, where 
he Introduces the Speare of AchiHes riling 
trom Hell, to require the Sacrifice of Polyxena. 
To the Chorus of this AR, he has added three 
Stanzas. Secondly, as to his Alterations ; In- 
ſtead of tranſlating the Choras of the third AQt 
(which 1s wholly taken up with the Names © 
Forreign Countries, the Tranſlation of which 
without Notes, he thought would be tireſome 
| to 
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to the Znghſh Reader;) he has ſubſtituted in 
its {tead, another Choras of his own Invention. 
This Tragedy runs 1n Verſes of fourteen Syl. 
lables, and for the moſt part his Choras 1s writ 
in Verſe of ten Syllables, which we call He. 
roick Verſe. Whether his Tranſlation excel, of 
be excell'd by thoſe done by Robert Garner, 
and the Srewur de Sallibray, 1 mult leave to thoſe 
who have read them to decide. TERS 

Thyeſtes, is a Tragedy in the Judgment © 
FTeinſins not inferior to any of the other Dra- 
matick Pieces writ by Seneca. Whether he 
made uſe of Zacins Yarns or no, I multleave to 
the Inquiry of the Learned; whil{t I Inform my 
Reader, That our Author tranſlated this Play 
when he was Fellow of A/I-Souls Colledge in 
Oxford. This Tragedy,is writ in the ſame mea- 
ſure of Verſe with the other ; only the Chorus 
15 writ 1n Alternate Rime. The Tranſlator 
has added a Scene at the end of the fifth Abt, 
{ſpoken by 7 hyeſ/tes alone; in which he bewails 
his Miſery, and implores Heaven's Vengeance 
on Arreus. Thele Plays are printed with the 
other ſ{eyen in a Black Letter,in 4% Lond. 1581. 


John HxryYwooD. 


This Ancient Writer flouriſh'd in the Reigns 
of K. Edward the Sixth, and Queen Mary; and 
liv'd at North-mims in Hertfordſhire, near St. 


- Albans, He was moſt familiar with Sr. Thomas 


More, whoſe Neighbour he was, and by whom 
I ſuppoſe he was introduc'd to the knowledge 
of Queen Mary ; 1n whole Favour he grew ex- 
cced- 
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ceedingly. After her Death, he- fled beyond 
Sea, on Account of his Religion, and Died an 
Exile at «Mechlem, An. Dom. i556. . 
He was I believe One of the firſt Dramatick 
Writers 1n our Engliſh Tongue, and publiſht 
Seven Pieces, which he calls Interludes : and 
which according to Mr. Arrkman, were prin- 
ted with the firſt of our Engliſh Printing. Not- 
withſtanding h1s ſuffering forReligion, he has as 
much-exploded the Yices of the Romifh Clergy, 
as Nc. +4 Clemangiis. He ſays of his own Writ- 
ings, That he applied Mirth more than Thrift, 
© made mad Plays, and did few good Works (*). 
Of all his Plays, I never ſaw but one, which 
I have by me, 1n quarto; tho' I have been tald 
that the reſt of his Plays are printed in fol. of 
which 1n Order. Wo 
Four P's, a Merry Interlude, of a Palmer, 
2 Pardoner, a Potycary, and a Pedler ; Imprint- 
ed at London in Fleet-ſtreet, at the Sign of the 
George,by Will. Middleton in 49. Take a Sample 
of his Stile, that you may judge of the reſt. 


Palmer ; 


Nowe God be weys who kepeth this Place 
Now by my Faith, 1 crye you mmerc 
% Reaſon T muſt Tr Rr grace .: 
My Rewdnueſs ſheweth me uo ſo homely- 
Where. of your pardon aut, and wenn 
{ [ery you as Curteſy doth me binde _ 
To tell this which ſhall be begoune 
. Jn order as may come beſt in mindy 
. I ama Palmer as yee ſe, &Cc. 


| -7F h ) $09s Epigrams, Nu#?. 190. 
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- Play hetween Zoþn the Husband, and Ti$ his 


ife. 

Play between the Pargoner, the Fyar, the 
Carate, and Neighbour Prat. 

Play of Genzleneſs and Nobility, 2 Parts. 

Play of Love. 

Play of the Yeatber. 

Beſides theſe Plays, he has written Three 
hundred Z#þ 


S w» " . 


27ams upon 300. Proverbs, printed 
1n quarto Z04ud0n. Rh, _ 
A Fourth hundred of Z#prigrams, printed in 
quarto Lond. 1598. 
A Fifth hundred 07 Zprgrams, printed in 
quarto Lond. 1598. | 
Dr. Fulker mentions'a Book writ by our Av- 
thor, (i) intituled Monumenta Ziteraria,which 
are ſaid to be Nen tam labore condita, quam 
tepere condita. The Author of 'Fhe Arft' of 
Enghſh Poetry, Tpeaking of ſeveral of our Old 
Engliſh Bards, ſays thus of this our Poet ; ( *) 
© Fohn Heywood, who in King Z#award the 
©Sixth's time, for the Mirth and Quickneſs of 
* his Conceits, more than for any. good Learn- 
* zng that was in him, came to be well benefyd 
*by the King. That the Reader may {Judge of 
his Zpigrams, to which certainly the fore- 
mentioned Writer alludes, I will tranſeribe 
one, writ by him on himſelf. _ 


Of Heywood's Fifth Hund. Numb, 109. 


Art thou Heywood,uuith thy mad Merry Wit ? 
Pea, forſoath Mafter, that Name 1s even hit. 
FT Don —--. 
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- Art thou Heywood, that apply tf Mirth more 
than Thrift ? Sn 


_  7es, Sir, 7 take merry Mirth, a Golden Gift. 
Art = Heywood, hat haſt made many mad 
ays £ 
_ Tea, many Plays, few good Works in my Days. 
Art thou Heywood, that hath made Men merry 


_ ©. Fea, ana will if 1 be made merry among. | long ? 


Art thou Heywood,that wouldſt be made merry 
Jes, Srr, help me tot now, 7 beſcech you. [now. 


WS x K 
"Tis not unlikely that our Author may have 
more Plays in Print, than we have mention'd; 


but I am very confident that The Pinder of 


Wakefield, and Philotas Scotch,notwithſtanding 


the Allegations of Mr. Ph:/ips and Mr. H7n- 
ftanley,are not of that number: the One being 
written, as I ſuppoſe, at leaſt printed, above 


Twenty, the Other more than Fourty Years 
after his Death. 


Thomas HEywooD. 
An Author that liv'd in the Time of Queen 


| Eligabeth, and the Reign of King Fames the 


Firſt. Tho' he were but an Ator, as is mani- 


feſt by Mr. Airkman's Teſtimony, and apparent 
from a Piece writ by him, call'd The Afors 


Pindication ; yet his Plays were in thoſe Days 
accounted of the Second-Rate. He was the 


moſt Yoluminous Writer -that ever handled 
Dramatick Poetry- in our Language; and T 


know none but the Famous Spaniard, Lopez 
ae Vega, that.can vye with him; if at leaſt we 
give Credit to-his own Atteſlation, 1n the We: 

” acc 


63s I 
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2 face toOneof his Plays; (!) *This Tragi-comedy 
* (as he ſays) being One refery'd amongſt two 
) <Hundred 'and Twenty, 1n which I have had 
c either an entire Hand, or at the leaft a'main 
 ©Finger. Of this Number we have, that 1 
know of, but Five and Twenty entire Plays re- 
maifiing: the Reaſon of which the Author 
gives us 1h the fame Epiſtle. © True it 1s, that 
* my Plays are not expoſed unto the world ih 
© Volumes, to bear the Title'of Yorks, (as 0- 
© thers). one Reaſon is, That many of them by 
(ſhifting and change of Companies, have been 
© negligently loſt, Others of them are ſhll re- 
'Ctained in the Hands of ſome Aﬀors, who 
j © think -1t againſt their peculiar profit to have 
© them come 1n Print ;'and-a'third, That it was 
< Szg7 any great Ambition in me to. be Yolu- 
© mifbuſly read. nd 
Theſe {cen to me, to be more plauſible Rea- 
ſors than what Mr. F7nſtanley gives for their 
Miſcarriage; ** Tis ſaid (®), that he not only 
© acted himſelf almoſt every day, but allo wrote 
each day a Sheet; and that he might looſe rio 
time, maty of his Plays were compos'd in the 
C'Tavern, on the back-{ide of 'Favern Bulls ; 
© which may be the occaſion that ſo many of 
(them be loſt, Certainly the Tavern Bills were 
very large, or Mr. #"1nftantey, mult think his 
Readers Credulity ol;the fame extent wath his 
own; .who, would {ubferibe.to the belief of ſo 
ridiculous 4 Stary: | [This Report Mr: /7uſtan- 


 #tey partly\boxrows from;Mii\/3reman's Adver- 
* rwUuſement at the End gf\his, Catalogue, and as 
. (1). Engleſh Traveller. (w) Lives of the Poets, p.g6. 
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Stories loſe nothing, in the carriage, Mr. Yin- 


flanley had added the Contr ivance of. making 
uſe.of Tavern Bills to ſave Paper.., But tho 


many of theſe Plays being written looſely in 
Taverns as Mr. A7r&man obſerves, might occa- 
ſion their being ſo wean, yet 1t. did not in pro- 
bability much contribute to their loſs, as Mr. 
HYinſtanuley would have it. - E 
To do. our Author juſtice, I cannot allow 
that his Plays are ſo mean as Mr. A7r4an has 
repreſented them.: for he was a general Scholar, 
and an indifferent Linguilt, as his ſeveral Tran- 


{lations from Lacian,Eraſmus,T extor, Beza, Bu-. 


chanan, and other Latine and Italian Authors, 
ſufficiently manateſt, . Nay, further.zn ſeveral 
of his Plays he has borrow'd many. Ornaggnts 
from the Ancients; as more particulacifM his 


Plays call'd The Ages, he has interſperſt- 


ſeve- 
ral:Things, borrow d from BHO af; 
Seneca, Plautus, &c. which extreamly fet.them 
off. ., What Opinion the. Wits of, the , laſt Age 


had of him may ,appear, from, the following 
Verſes, extradtcd from a Copy of, the Poets of 


thoſe Times: 42, 


The ſquibbing Middleton, 41nd Heywood Save, 


# 


> Th" Apologerice Atlas of the Stage'; 


Well of the Golden Age, he could enitreat, ' 
But little of the Mettal, he conlaget; 
: 'Threeſeore {wed Babes he faſhion'd at's Lump, 
: For he was Chrilten'd in Parnaſſus Pump ; © 
” And ever ſince that trme his Face" was Red. 


1 p . | | horn IIS 
I ſhall now-give the Reader an Account of the 
| _ Plays 
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Plays our Author has written; but crave his 
leave to begin firſt with thoſe, which are uſu- 
ally ſtiled 7 he Ages, becauſe they are generally 
ſold together, and depend upon each other: 
and on another ſcore they deſerve the Prefer- 
ence, as being accounted by moſt the Flower of | 
all his Plays. I ſhall rank them in the ſame 
manner, as Ovid has deſcrib'd them in his Di1- 
vine Work, the Metamorpho/ts. 

Golden Age, or The Lives of Jiipiter and Sa- 
turn, with the Deitying of the Heathen Gods ; 
a Hiſtory ſundry times ated at the Red-Zull, 
by the Queens Majelſties Servants, and printed 
as Lond. 1611. This Play the Author ftiles, 
(*n) < The Eldelt Brother of three pes, that 
© have adventurd the Stage, but the only yet, 
(that hath' been judg'd to the Prefs. The Au- 
thor 1n.this Play, and the Two following in- 
troduces Homer as the Expolitor of each Dumb 
ſpew, 1n 1mitation, as Tſuppoſe, of Shakeſpear's 
practice in Perzcles Prince of Tyre, where Co- 
wer is ſuppos'd todo the {ame piece of Service 
tothe 7%! 2h I ſhall leave it to the Learned 
Readers Judgment how far our Poet has fol- 
low'd the Writers of Poetical Hiſtory : whilſt 
I refer my Engliſh Readers to Roſs's MiFazo- 
gas Poeticus ; and to Galtruchins's Poetical. Hi- 
ſtory for ſatisfa&tion :. or, 1f they. pleaſe, to 
the Hiltorical Dictionaries of Gouldman, 'L1t-' 
teton, &c. Gio A ey Art 

Sher Hee, a Hiſtory including the Love of 
Fuptter to Alemena ;the-Birth of Hercules ; and 
the Rape of Proſerprne - concluding with the 
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260 An Account of the 
Arraignment of the Moon phos 49 Lond. 
1613. The Author in this Epiſtle acquaints the 


\Reader, *©'That tho' I began with _ Gold, 


© follow with S/ver, proceed with Prafs, and 
; Ee by God's Grace to end with /rov. He 
& 

©miſh the Reputation of the Works: but he 
rather truſts, that as thoſe Mettals decreaſe 
©1n value, fo e contrarw, their Books ſhall 1n- 
*creaſe 1n ſubſtance, weight, and: eſtimation. 
Our Author 1n this Play has borrow'd ſeveral 
Paſſages from the Ancients : as the Intrigue of 
Tupiter and Alemena, 1s tranſlated from the 
Amphitruo of Plautus. 'The Rape: of Proſer- 


fine 1s borrow'd from. Ouid's Metamorpho/es, 


/ib. 3, with other places too many to repeat. 


Frazen Age, a Hiſtory ; the Firſt Act icon- 


taining the Death of the Cenraure Neſſus ; the 
Second, the Tragedy of Meleager ; the Third, 
the Tragedy of Zaſon and Medea ; the Fourth, 
Fulcan's Net ; the Fifth; the Labours and Death 
of Hercules - printed 49 Lond: 1613. 'All theſe 
Stories are to be found 1n Ovid's Metamorphoſis. 


For the Story of Ve//as lee Lib. 9. Fab.2. Of 


Meleager, L1b.8. Fab.4. Of Faſon, Lib.7. Fab.z. 
Of: Yulcan's Net, Lab. 4. Fab. g. Of Hercakes, 
Lib.g., Fab.3. v5 

Tron 4ge, the firſt part, an Hiſtory contain- 


Ing the Rape of He/ten ; the Siege of Troy ; the 


Combat between Hedor and 4jax ; Hedttor and 
Troilus flain by AchiHles; Achilles ſlain by 
Paris; Ajax and Ulyſſes contend for: the Ar- 
mour of {ch:/es.; the Death of Jax &c. prin- 
ted 40 Lond. 1632. and dedicated to his Wer: 
any 


opes the declining Titles ſhall no what ble- 
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thy and Much ReſpeGed Friend, Mr. T homas 
Hammond of Gray's-/nn Eſquire. "The Author 
19 his Epiltle acquaints the Reader, ©'That this 
© [ron Age, beginneth where the other leit, 
© holding on in a plain and direc courſe from 
*the ſecond Rape of He/Hen, not only to the 
* utter ruine and devaſtation of 7 roy ; but 1t, 
* with the ſecond part, ſtretcheth to the Deaths 
*of Helen, andall thoſe Kings of Greece, who 
© were the undertakers of that Ten years bloody 
*and fatal Siege. Laſtly, he deſires the Reader 
to take notice, © That theſe were the Plays 
*often (and not with the leaſt applauſe,) pub- 
*lickly ated by two Companies, upon One 
* Stage at once,and have at ſundry times throng- 
*ed three ſeveral Theatres, with numerous 
*and mighty Auditories. The Author has bor- 
row d 1n many places of this Play, as the Rea- 
der may ſee by comparing the Contention be- 
tween Ajax and Ulyſſes with Ovid's Metamor- 
phojas, Lab.13. and other the like, too numerous 
to particulariſe. For the main Plot conſult 
Homer, Virgil, Dares Phrigius, &c. for the Epl- . 
ſodes, Ouid's Epiſtles, Metamorphoſis, Lucian's 
Dialogues, &c. 

Tron Age, the ſecond part, a Hiſtory con- 
taining the Death of Penthe/ilea, Paris, Priam, 
and Hecuba : The burning of 7roy: The Deaths 
ol Avamemnon, Menelaus, Clhtemneſtra, Hellena, 
Oreſtes, Fgiftus, Pylades, King Diomed, Pyrhus, 
 Cethus, Synon, Ther/ites, printed 4% Lond.1632- 
and dedicated to his Worthy and much Re- 
ſpected Friend, Mr. 7 homas Manwarzng Fiquire. 
'For the Plot conſult the foremention/dAuthors. 
R 3 - = MC« 


202 An Acconnt of the 


Mr. Heywood deſign'd a new. Edition of all 


thele ts together, © And to illuſtrate (as he 
* ſays (0) the whole Work, with an Explana- 
*t1on of rhe difficulties, and an Hiſtorical Com- 
* ment upon every hard Name, which might 
appear obſcure and intricate to ſuch as were 
* not irequent 11 Poetry : bur this deſign of his, 
I know not for what reaſon was laid afide. 
Having given the Reader a full, 1t not too 
tedious Avcontiiof rheiePlays, I haſten to ſpeak 


of the rei: 2n our accuſtom'd order as follows. 


this Play 1s built upon Chronicle. See the Sto- 
ry of this King writ by Palydore Virgil, Du 
Cheſue, Speed, Gece. 


Fugliſh Traveller, a Tragi-comedy publickly 


acted at the Cock-pit 1n Drary-lane, by her Ma- 
Jeities Servants ; printed 49 Lond. 1633. and 
dedicated to the Right Worſhiptul Sir Fenrp 
Appleton, Knight Baronet. The Plot and Lan- 


'o) Epiftie to the Reader. 


GIS "_ a 


BUage 


% 4 
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Suage of young Lyone! and Rergnald, is {toln 
Irom Plautus's Moſtellaria. The Story of 01d 
Wincote and his Wife, Gera/ame, and Dalauil, 
the Author affirms to be true in his Zi/tory of 
Women; where 'tis related at large tb. 4. par. 
269. 89 Edition. 0; 

Pair Maid of the Exchange, a Comedy, toge- 
ther with the merry Humours, and pleaſant 
Paſlages of the Cripple of Faxncharch, furniſht 
with variety of deleQtable Mirth : printed 4-. 
Lond. 1637. The Parts are ſo caſt by the Au- 
thor, that tho there are 'Twenty Actors, E- 
leven may eaſily at this Comedy : tho' in my 
opinion 1t 1s not worth reviving. Nay fur- 
ther, I queſtion notwithſtanding Mr. A7r&mar 
has aſcrib'd it to our Author, whether 1t be his, 
ſince his Name 1s not prefixt, neither does the 
Stile, or Oeconomy reſemble the reſt of his 
Labours. 

Fair Maid of the Weſt, or A Girl worth Gold, 
a 'Tragi-comedy the Firſt Part: lately a&ed 
before the King and Queen, with approved 
liking, by the Queens Majeſties Comedians ; 
printed 4® Lond. 1631. and dedicated to his 
much Worthy, and his moſt Reſpe&ed 7oh 
Othow Eſquire, Counſellor at Law, in the No- 
ble Society of Gray's-Jnn. 

Our Author 1n the Epiſtle both to this Play, 

and 7 he Enghſh Traveller, pleads Modeſty, 1n 
not .expoling his Plays to the publick view of 
the World, in numerous Sheets and a large 
Volume, under the Title of Yorks, as others : 
By which he would ſeem tacitly to arraign 
lome of his Cotemporaries for Oſtentation, and 
R 4. want 


57 
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ſon - ſince no other. Poet that I know of, 1n 


want of Modeſty. T am apt to believe, that 
our Author levell'd his Accuſation at Ben Tohn- 


thoſe day, gave his Plays, the pompous Title 4 
of Works ; of which Sis John Suckling has © 
taken notice 1n his Seſuons of the Poets. : 


. The forft that broke. ſilence was good Old Ben, 
Prepar d before with em ag) Wine ; [ Bays, 


And he told them plainly that he deſery'd the 


Far his were call d Works, where others were 
but Piays. 


This puts me 1n mind of a Dilſtick directed by 
ſome Poet of that Age, to Ben Johnſon ; = 


Pray, tell me Ben, where does the myſtry lurk ? 
What others call a Play, you call a Work. 


Which was thus anſwer'd by a Friend of his; 


The Author's Friend thus for the Author ſay s, 
Ben's Plays are Works, WHEN OfDers Works are 
Plays. | 


Fair Maid of the Weſt, or A Girl ng Gold, : 
the ſecond Part; ated hefore the King and 
Queen, with appr oved Liking, by the Geena 


Majeſties Comedians: printed 49 Lond.1631.and 


Ieieaned to the true Firouns of the Wafes, 
and all good Arts, Thamas Hammond, Fiq, of 
Grays- Inn. Theſe Play s ( as our Aathor AC- Y 
quaints his Patron) (?) Not only paſt the Cen- A 
<ſ{ure of the P/ebe, and Gentry, but of the Pa- 
tricians and Pretextate ; as allo of our Royal- * 
Auguſtus, and L.7v14. T know not where our ? 
[ p) Epiftl: Dedicatory, [7 
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Poet met with this Story, bur as Poets uſually 
take the Foundation of a Play, from a Hiſtory, 
or a Romance; 1o theſe two Plays have fſferv'd 
for the Subject of a Romance, which on this 
Model was writ by John Dancer, above-men- 
tioned, to whom I refer you (4). 

Fortune by Land and Sea, a Tragi-comedy, 
acted with great applaule, by the Queen's Ser- 
vants ; written by our Author, and the Well- 
Eiteem'd YiHiam Rowly ; but not printed till 
after their Deceaſe, 49 Lond. 1655. 

Four Prentices of London, with the Conqueſt 
of Jeruſalem; a Hiltory divers times adted at 
the Red-Bull, by the Queens Majelſlies Servants 
with good applauſe ; printed 4o Lond. 163F. 
and dedicated to the Honeſt High-Spirited 
Prentices,the Readers. This Play was written 
(as the Author ſays ) in his Infancy of Judge- 
ment, 1n this kind of Poetry, and his firſt Pra- 


- Ehice ; and that as Plays were then, ſome fix- 


teen Years before its Publication, 1t was 1n the 
Faſhion. 'Thas Play 1s founded on the Ex- 
ploits of the Famous Godfrey of Bullozgn, who 
took Jeruſalem from the Infidels the 15. of 


Zuly 4.D. 1099. For the Story, ſee Taſſo's 11 


Gofredo, Dr. Fuller's Holy Yar. The late Hiſto- 
ry of the Cro:ſades, (5c. 

1f you know not me, you know 10 Boay - or The 
Troubles of Queen Elizabeth: a Hiſtory in two 
Parts, printed 49 Lond. 1623. This Play was 
printed without the Author's Knowledge or 
Conſent, and that ſo corruptly, ( 1t not being 
divided into Ads ) that at the Reviving of it 


| (q) Pag. 1994 


at 


260 As Account | of the i” 
2t the Cock-prt, after having been ated for the ©® 
ipace of one and twenty Years, he writ a Pro- © 
togne { *), which particularly inveigh'd againft 
ihts Imperte& Copy, as will appear by the fo]- 
towing Lines. 


nee erm” F005; 

And yet receru'd as well perform'd at firſt, 
Grac'd, and frequented for the Cradle-Age 
Did throng the Seats, the Boxes, and the Stage, 
So much ; that ſome by Stenography drew 
t he Plot put it in print; (ſcarce one word trae:) 
Aud m that lameneſs it has lmmpt ſo long ; 
The Author now to vindicate that wrong, 
FTath took the pains, upright upon it's feet 
Toteach it walk ; ſo pleaſe you fit, and ſee't. 


For the Plot, -ſee the Writers of the Life of 
Q. E/;zabeth ; as Cambden,Speed, Du Cheſne,gyc. 
And onr Author had ſo great a Veneration for 
that Heraick Princeſs, that he writ a little Ht- 
ſtorical:Piece, call'd Zngland's Elizabeth, print- 
ed 80 Lond. 1621. 

Lancaſhire #2tches, a well receiv'd. Comedy, 
aged at the Globe on the Bank-ſide, by the 
Kings Majeſties Actors; written by our Au- 
thor, and the Ingenious Rzch. Brome, and print- 
ed 49. Lond.. 16----. I have-read 1n my younger 
Days (af I miſtake not)-the Foundation of this 
Play, 1n an old E7g/ſh Quarto; but as to that 
part of the Plot, where. Yhet/tone revenges him- 
iclt by his Aunt's,means, on Arthur, Shak/tone, 
and Hautazn, for calling him Baſtard, Act 4. Sc. 
the Jaſt; 'tis founded on. the Story of Fob 


—_— 


(r) Printed 28 þ.3 wialogucs 44d Drains, Pe 241, 


Tem. 
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Tentonicas of Holberſtad, a place in FHigh-Ger- 
many, who was a known Baſtard, and a' Magi- 
clan, Our Author has related this Story un 
boves | in his Zerarchy of Angels,” Lib. 8. pag. 
5I2, (Cc. W 

Loves Miſtris, or T he Queen's Maſque ; three 
times acted before their Majeſhties, within the 
{pace of eight Days; in the preſence of ſundry _ 
Forreign Embaſladours. Publickly a&ed by the 
Queen's Comedians, at the Phenix 1n Drary- 
Lane. The Second Imprellion corrected by 
the Author, printed 40 Lond. 1640. and ded1- 
cated to the Right Honourable Edward Farl 
of Dorſet. The Play is founded on Apuleins's 
Golden Aſs : a kind of Romance in Lazim; and 
Engliſh'd by 1. Addington, 49 Lond. 1634 

e Maidenhead well loft, a pleaſant Comedy, 
publickly ated in Drury-Lane, with much ap- 
plauſe by her Majeſties Seryants, printed 4®. 
Lond. 1634. 

Rape of Lucrece, a true Roman Tragedy,with 
the ſeveral Songs in their appointed places, 
by Yalerius the merry Lord among the Roman 
Peers. The Copy revis'd, and ſundry Songs 
before omitted, now inſerted in their right 
places ; ated by her Majeſtics Servants at the 
Red-Bull, printed 49 Lond.r638. For the Plot, 
ſee Z:vy Dec. 1. C. 58. Florus Lib. 1. C. 7. Pal. 
Max. Lb. 6.C. 11. Ex. r. 

Robert Earl of Huntington's Downfall, after- 
wards call'd Robin Hood, of Merry Sherwood ; 
with his Love to Chaſte Matilda, the Lord 
Fitz-water's Daughter, afterwards his Fair 
Maid Marian : ated by the Right FREE 
_ ans the 
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268 An Account of the 


The Earl of NVoz77ugham, the Lord High Ad- 


miral of Zngland his Servants, and printed 49. 
Lond. 1601.- 

"Robert Earl of Huntington's Death, other- 
wiſe call'd Robin Hood of Merry Sherwoode ; 
with the Lamentable Tragedy of Chaſte Ma- 
tilaa, tis Fair Maid Marian, poylon'd at Dan- 
20w by the King; and printed 49. Lond. 1601. 
Both theſe Plays are printed in Black-Letter, 


-but neither of them are divided into Afts. The 


Hiri{t part 1s introduc'd by John Shelton, Poet 
Laureat to King _ the Fighth; and the 
the lecond,; by Fryar 7Za4ck. For the Plot, ſee 


our Eng Chronicles 1in the Reign of King 


Richard the Firſt, as Du Cheſne, Speed, Baker, 
&c.See beſides Fullers Yorthies in the Account 
of Nottmghamhire, p.315. Drayton's Polyolbion, 
Song 26. 

 » Royal King, and Loyal Subjef?; a Tragi-co- 
medy, ated with great applauſe by the Queens 
Majeſties Servants, and printed 49. /ond.163 7. 
The Plot of this Play,extreamly reſembles hat 
of Fletcher's Loyal Subject. 

Wiſe-Foman of Hogiden, a Comedy ſundry 
times acted with good applauſe, printed quarto 
Lond.1638. This Play 1s commended by a Copy 
of Verſes,. printed at the End, writ by his 
Friend Mr. Samuel King. | 

Woman kill'd with Kindneſs, a Comedy often- 


' times acted by the Queens Majeſties Servants ; 


and-printed quarto Lond. 1617. 
Theſe are all the Plays that our Author has 

extant,-except we will reckon h1s Dialogues, 

under the Species of Dramatick Poetry ; ſuch 
N 5 
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as Jupiter and 10; Apollo and Daphne, Amphriſe, 
or T7 he Forſaken  Shepherdeſs ; &c. all which 
with ſeyeral Tranſlations above-mention'd the 
Reader .,may peruſe 1n a Book intatuled, Plea- 


fant Dialogues and Drammas, cBlafted' out of 


Ke Lg oy aſmus, 'Textor, Ovid, Oc. FRO 

Gtavo Lond. 1627. 

There may be another Reaſon added to thoſe 
already mention'd, why no more' of -our .Au- 
thor's Plays have been publiſhed, . which he 
himſelf gives us-in his -Epiſtle-to: The, Rape of 
Lucrece; - *That he uſed to ſell: his Copysto 
©the Players, and therefore ſuppos'd he had-no 
© further right to print. them, . withouti thear 
- Conſent ; which 1s the Reaſon that fo-few 
| "ATE in print; and that ſome of theſe Plays that 

*are ſo, have been copy d by the Ear, __ prifit- 
*ed uncorred&t without h1s Knowledge.' J5t 
As to his other Pieces, he has publiſht- ſe 
veral in Verſe and Proſe. - In the former he 
has written a Poem, called The Hierarchy of the 
Bleſſed Angels, with Notes, printed fol..Lond. 
I635. In reading over this Book, I find:;our 
Author informing the World, (f)- <That he 
*©1ntended to commit to the publick View,/the 
© Lives of the Poets,Forzeign and Modern, from 
© the firſt before ZZomer, to the Novilfemn and 
<laſt, of what Nation or Language ſoeyer; ſo 


«far as any Hiſtory, or Chronology would give 


*him warrant. But.this:/Work, notwithitand- 
ing our Author's Intention, T reſume was ne- 
ver compleated, or at leaſt: publiſht. 

Hs chief Pieces 1n Profe arc, 2 ot 


(1) Notes 03 Lib. 5. pe 2455 | ry 


270 HnAcconnt of the 
Afﬀors, printed 4%. Lond, 1612. which was 
tnghly commended by ſeveral Copies of Verſes, 
written 1n Greet, Larm, and Engliſh. This 
piece was anſwer'd, or rather rail'd againſt by 
One . G. in a Pamphlet call'd, 7 Refntation of 
the Apology for Afors ; printed 49. Lond. 1615. 
Whether Mr.Prynn's Piece call'd FHiftriomaſtix, 
printed 49. Zond. 1633. were particularly le- 
vell'd againſt this Book, I cannot poſitively de- 
termine + but I think Sir Richard Baker, who 
anſwer'd 1t, (in a little Piece call'd The Theatre 
vindicated, printed 89. Zond.) has fufficiently 
made out the Charader he gives of it, (*) That 
all his Book 1s but a Bundle of Scoldrme [nve- 
&1ves, and Rail, inftead of Reaſoning. He 
has writ beſides, 7 he Life and Troubles of Queen 
Elizabeth, from her' Cradle to her Crown, 
printed 80. Lond:1631. 'The Examplary Lives 
and Afts of Nine Women Worthies:; three 
Jews, three Gentiles, 'and three Chriſtians ; 
printed.49. 1640. 'The General Hiſtory of Wo- 
men-of the moſt Holy, and Profane, the moſt 
Famous, and Infamous 1n all Ages ; printed 80. 
Lond. 1657. 

The uſual Motto which he prefix'd to moſt 
of his Works, and which ſhew'd the chief de- 
ſign of his Writing, was this-of ZHorace, 


Aut prodefſe ſolent, aut deleFare. —= 
____ Barten HoLLypar. 


A Gentletnan that flouriſht in the Reigns of 
King Charles the Firſt and Second. He was 


IN CIO 
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born about the latter Fnd'of Queen Z/;zabeths 
Re1gn, in Oxford, 1n the Pariſh of AH-Samts. 
He was enter d young at Chri/t-Chnrch, in the 
time of Dr. Ravrs, His Relation and Patron, 
by whom he was choſe Student; and having 
taken his Degrees of Batchelor and Maſter 
of Arts, he at length became Arch-Deacon 
of Oxferdſhire. 'He died ſoon after the King's 
Return, at Z#7fp, the Corps of his Arch-Dea- 


conry, (near Oxford) 1n the Year 1661. and 


was buried in'Chri/t-Church ; having left be- 
hind him the Character of a general Schohr, 
a good Preacher, a skilful Philoſopher, aid an 
excellent Poet. As a proof of this, :T mult re- 
fer my Reader to his Works in general, It be- 
ing my province at preſent only to enu- 
merate his Writings, and make remarks on no- 
thing, but what he has publiſht in Dramatick 
Poetry ; which 1s a Play call'd Ni 00 
TEXNOTAMIA, 'or: The Marriages of the Arts, 


a Comedy, acted by. the Students of Chri/t- 
Church 1n Oxford, before the Univerlity., at 
Shrove-tide ; printed 49. :Lond. 1630. The Au- 
thor has Fiiciehry Thew'd his Learning in 


the Contexture of this Comedy, ; and has Intro- 
duc'd ſeveral things from the Ancients; par- 
ticularly two Odes from tnacreon, viz. At 2. 
Sc. 2. AQ 3. Sc. the laſt. He has ſhew/d/how 
well he was able to imitate another Author, 


by this Play; as the Reader may- fee, by com- 


- paring,the Challenge of. Zogicus, to Poerg, At 


2. SC. 2. with that of Dametas to Clmgs, drawn 

by the Pen of the Admirable Sir Php Sidney. 
He has ſeveral other Pieces of Poetry, which 

tho 


272 An Account of the 


 tho' Tranſlations, have gain'd him a conſide- 
Table Reputation, as the Tranſlation of the Sa- 
tyrs of Zuvenal, and Per/ias ; Iuſtrated wath 
Notes and Sculptures, printed Fol. Oxon.1673. 
Hts Verſion of the Odes of Forace, mention'd 
by Mr. Yo, (») to have been printed Lond. 
' I652. He has likewiſe publiſht ſeveral Ser- 
mons, as Three Sermons preach'd at Oxford, 


and two Sermons at St. Pauls-Croſs, printed 


-1626. A Sermon of the Nature of Faith, print- 
ed 49. Lond. 1654. Motives to a godly Life, 
printed 49. Oxon.1651. . In Lat, he has print- 


ed two Pieces, vis. Philoſophize Politico-barbar 
Specimen, de Anima. 40. Oxon. 1635. Orbis ter- 


rarum Inſpettio, lib. 10. Oxon. 1661. 


. Charles Hoor. 
A Gentleman living in the Reigns of King 


Charles the Firſt and Second, and poflibly {till 
in Being. He was born at Yakefield inTorkfhrre; 


and at eighteen Years of Age, came up to the 
Univerſity of Oxford, and was enter'd of Z:n- 
co/u Colledge. After having taken his Degree 
of Maſter of Arts, he' withdrew into his own 
Countrey, where he took upon him the Pro- 
feſlion of a School Maſter : he taught in'ſeveral 
places, particularly at Rotheram, ( a Market- 
Fown in the Weſt Riding in Tork&ſhrre ; ) and 
afterwards, being ſent for up to London by ſe- 


veral Eminent Catizens, he taught School in , 


' Red-Crofs-flreet, near Alderſ-gate Pariſh; and 
afterwards remov'd to Arundel-Buildings, not 
 (u) Antig, Lib. 2,p.279% 


"far 
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far from the Royal-Exchange. At the, King's 
Return, he lefr the City, .ahd 'remov'd into 
Wales, where pollibly he {till follows that uſe- 
ful Profeſſion. He has,;been very laborious, 
not only 1n Inſtructing Youth, but alſo 1n pub- 
liſhing many, Books, to. their Advancementr. 
One of which, 1s the Subje& of his being men- 
tion'd in our Catalogue; .v1s. F 
 $1x Comedies of lbs Ltallogs Poet Publius 
Terentius, an: African of Carthage, in. Engliſh 
and Latin; tor the uſe of Young Scholars, that 
they may the more readily -obtain the purity 
of the Latin Tongue, for;common Diſcourſe; 
printed :89., 1676; This Tranſlation was un- 
dertaken by qur Author, at the Requelt of the 
Company. of $/azzoners, for whom 1t was print- 
ed; and was caſtrated in ſome places; as.1n par- 


- 


ticular, ſee Eunuchus AS 3. Sc. 4, 5- to ſpare 


the Modeſty, of the! Youth under his. Tuition. 
Thoſe who, would know more of 7erence, and 
his Works) :let them,.turn, back to Righard 
Bernard. 2 6507 © atv. oor or 

The. reft; of; his Works conhilt chiefly in 
Tranſlations: of;. Books tor; the uſe of young 
Scholars,,as Corderias, Gato, LYE/op s. Fables, 
Comment Orbis: pietus,.,Gfte: | To which,] may 
add his, Edition of the. Greet 7e/tament, in 


awhich': the;Young Grecian wall find all the 


Themes of Greek Words ( according to Paſſor's 


Lexicon) plae'd in.the' Margin. He has ,pub- 


liſht belades, An Entrance to the Latin Zo:gaes 


oftayo i{.omd.-1659. An Explanation of the Ac- 
cidence; .oftavo Loud. 1683. with other Rooks 


of the-ke Nature. PAY 
S Edward 


FRY 


An Account of the 
Edward Howarp, E/q; 


AGenrlemun, (as T ſuppoſe) now living, who 
Has addied himfelf ro the Study of Dramatick 
Poetry : how well he has ſucceeded therein, 1 
ſhall Ieave to the Readers Judgment, who tay 
tind fotr Plays of his, under the Titles of 

eMan of New- Market, a Cotniedy aQed at 
the Theatre-Royal, and printed 49 Lond. 1678. 

\ Sis Days Adventure; or The New Vropia, a 
Cvinedy ated at his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Park's Theatre; pvitited 49 Zowd.r 691, This 
Play mifcarried 1n'the Action, 'as the Author 
Himfelf acknowledges in his Preface: and in- 
Jeedthat ſharp Wit, the Lite Eafi 'of Rechefter, 
Wwritian Inveive abainſt 1 it (x); but the Ingeni- 
"ous Mrs:/ehn, Mr. Riuvenſer ofs, 1nd other Poets 
of the Age, {ent the Author' Recommendatory 
Verſes, which 4re prifted with the'Play : :and 
3h return he writ a Prdarick (7) to'Mts. Bebn; 
whichſhe gratefully publiht tmn'a GelleRtion of 
i printed 89 Lond. 1685. 

arper, a Tragedy, 'aGted at the Theatre- 
ry, y his May pr es Servants; 'und:printed 
49. Ton. 1668. Wherher: the Author delign'd 
5n the Carater of Pumnoeles, to perfonate Oh- 
"er Cromer, and intetided/his Play, a'iparalel 
*6f thoſe "times, I Teave to 'more- wiſarniny 
-Judg — 
12 £ SI apes Conteſt: if Tragi-comgy, ated by 
TILT - *h33\Royal Highneſs the Duke r&s Ser- 
iJ' | 11  vanrs,and printed 42. Lond. 1677. This Take 
to be the belt Play our Author. has  publiſht. | 
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Beſides theſe Plays Mr. Howard hath pub- 

lIiſht an Z#prick Poem, in oftavo, call'd The 
Britiſh Princeſs ; whach the late Earl of Ro- 
cheſter has likewiſe handled ſeverely. (*) There 
is afcrib'd to him, another Book of Poems and 
Eflays, with a Paraphraſe on Cicero's Lielins, 
or 7raff of Friendſhip, ptinted in oftayo Lon- 


Ant 1 G--=-, 


James Howarp, &/q; 


I am not able to acquaint the Reader, whe- 
ther or no this Gentleman be of the ſame 
Family with the former ; but I am oblig'd to 
mention him, on Account of two Plays writ 
by him, v2, yl 

All miſtaken, or The Had Conple, a Comedy; 
ated, by, his Majeſties Seryants, at the Theatre- 
Royal, and printed 49 Zond. 1672. 'This Play 
1s commended by ſome for an excellent Co- 
medy. | 

Engliſh Monſieur, a Comedy ated at the 
Theatre-Royal by his Majeſties Servants, print- 
ed 4o Lond.1674. Whether the late Duke of 
Buckimgham in his Character of Prince #ol- 
ſcrus's falling 3n Love with Parthenope, as he 
1s pulling on his Boots to go out of Town, de- 
ſign'd to,refleft on the CharaQters of Conely, 
and El/sþetb, I pretend not to determine; bur 
[ know there 1s a near Reſemblance 1n the Cha- 
rater, _ | th 2D 
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276 An Aconntof th 
$r Robert HowaRD. 

This Ingenious Perſon is equally conſpicuous 
for the Luſtre of his Birth, and the Excellency 
of his Parts; being ( as I ſuppoſe) Brother to 
the preſent Earl of Bgr#ſhire, and One whoſe 
Plays will remain Eternal Teſtimonies to Polte- 
rity, of his Skill in Dramatick Performances. 


His Commiztee,and [ndian Queen,are deſervedly 
admir'd by'the beſt Judges of Dramatick Poe- 


try : and even our late Laureat, in fpite of 


Envy, mult acknowledge his Worth, both as 
a Poet and Patron His Plays are fix 1n num- 
ber, v23. DO 

Blind Laay, a Comedy, printed oftavo Lond. 
I G---==. _ 

Committee, a Comedy, printed fol. Zond, 
I66y. This 1s an admirable Comedy, and high- 
ly commended. | 

Great Favourite, or The Duke of Lerma, a 
Tragi-comedy, acted at the 'Theatre-Royal by 
his Majefties Servants; printed 49. Zong. 1668. 
For the Plot,ſee the Hiſtorians of thoſe Times, 
as Mariana, de Mayerne Turquet,gyc. This Play 
(as T have before 'obſerv'd*p.155.) was reflefted 
on by Mr.Dryden,tho' had he conſultedReaſon, 
Gratitude, or his own Reputation, he had o- 
therwilſe imploy'd his ,time ; t'being a true 
Obſervation, which'Sr. Robert has made, in h1s 
Prologue to the Yeftal Firgin + = 


” "Fhrs oth a wretched Dearth of Wit betray, 
When things of Kind on One another prey: 


-, \ Tndian Queen, a Tragedy, writ in Heroick | 


Verle, 
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Verſe, and formerly ated with great applauſe 
at the 'Theatre-Royal, printed fol. Lond.1665F. 

Sarpriſal, a Tragi-comedy, acted at the The. 
atre-Royal, and printed fol. Lond. 166F. 

Leſtal Virgin, or 7 he Roman Laates, a Tra- 
gedy acted by the King's Servants, and printed 
tol. Lond. 166x. 

Some Readers, who are ftrangers to the Ex- 
cellent Tallents of Sir Robert, might expeCt 
from me ſome Diſcoveries of what he has 
borrow'd; but I am to Inform them, That this 
Admirable Poet has too great a Stock of Wit of 
his own, to be neceſſitated to borrow from 0- 
thers. All that I can obſerve is, That The 
Feſtal Yirgimm has a double Fifth At; the One 
of which ends Tragically, the Other ſucceſs- 
fully; which poſſibly might be done, in Imi- 
tation of $1r John Suckling, the only Gentleman 


that I know,fit for his Imitation, who has done 


the ſame thing in his Aglanra. 

He has writ beſides ſome Poems, which are 
printed with his Z/md Lady, in oftavo ; and 
four of his Plays, viz. Sarpriſal, Committee, [n- 
aian Queen and Veſtal Virgin, are printed toge- 
ther 1n fol. Zond. 166x. 


ſames HoWEL. 


A Gentleman of Wales, born at Aberna- 
les in the County of Caermarden, 1n the Year 
I594. He was Bred up at the Free-School 
in Hereford ; and at 16. Years of Ape, ſent to 
the Univerſity of Oxford, where he became a 
Member of Jeſ#s CoHledge. About March, 1n the 
| 7 Sony ——— Fr 
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278 An Acconnt of the 
Year 1618. he travelled beyond Sea, being ſent 
on Buſineſs, by Sir Robert Manſel, where he 
viſited the Zow-Conntries, and afterwards 
made a Tour thro' France, and 7zaly ; as ap- 
pears by the Letters he has publiſht. In 
which the Reader may not only be inform'd 
of the Chief Occurences of thoſe Times, 
but. of our Author's ſeveral Imployments; 
as, His being ſent by King James into Sparn, 
for the Recovery of a Veſſel of great va- 
tne, ſerz'd on by the Vice-Roy of Sardinzmn, 
under pretence of being Jaden with prohi- 
bited Goods : His being choſen Fellow of 7e- 
fas Coltedvze, during his abſence ; His being Se- 
cretary to the Lord Scroop, when he was Pre- 
{ident of the Councel 1n the North ; His being 
he 6 about the Clerks of the Councel, gr. 
Notwithſtanding his various Employs, and 
multiplicity of Buſineſs, he found leiſure to 
ubliſh abundance of Books, to the number of 
Fourty-liine : Many of them were Tranſlations 
out of French, 1talian, Spaniſh, Portugueſe : Of 
winch Nature 1s the Play, which occaſions his 
mention in our Catalogue ; v2. 
 Nuptils of Pelens and Thetis, conſiſting of a 
Maſque, and a Comedy, or 'The Great Royal 
Ball acted in Parzs, 11x times, by the King in 
perſon, the Duke of -42jou, the Duke of Norte, 
with divers other Noblemen. Alſo by the 
Princeſs Royal Fenrierte Marie, the Princeſs 
of Conty, gc. printed 40. Zond. 1654. and dedi- 
cated to the moſt Excellent and High Born 
Eady, the Lady A#therive Marchionels of Dor- 
hefter. The Mafoue was extracted from an 
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{tatian Comedy, which the:Anthor. ha? made 
Engliſh, by a nearer adherence to the Original, 
than to the French Tranſlation. For the Plot, 
'tis founded on Ovid's Metamorphoſis, ih. 11. 
See beſides, Catu/l: Aurgonantica, ſive Epitha- 
lamium. 

"Tis not to be expe&ed that T ſhould ſpare 
room to give an Account of our Authors Works 
18 particular, they being fo numerous : I ſhall 
therefore only mention lome of the molt Enn- 
ment, and refer the Reader for further Sati1- 
faction to the peruſal of a Catalogue of them, 
publiſhed with a former Edition of his Letters, 
printed 80. Lond. 1655. His chief Pieces are, 
Dodone's Grove, a Book much priz'd, and tranſ- 
lated into French 1652. His Letters, which 
were formerly in four diſtin&t Volumes, and 
are reducd into one; amonglt which are ſeye- 
ral to Yer. Johnſon, which {peak their Inti- 
macy. Beſides theſe, he has writ a Book of 
the Precedency of Kings, printed Fol. Lohd. 
1664. Survey of the Senzorze of Pence. Fol. 
Lond. 1652. Life of Lewzs the Thirteenth,and 
Cardinal Rzchelew, Fol. Loud. 1646. Hor- 
phanara, or The Queen of the Enchanted 1/land, 
a Poem 1n Fol. 7þe Yote, a Poem Royal, in 
4% Os - 

He died about the beginning of Aovember, 
1666. and was buried on the North-ſide of the 
Temple-Church, with this Inſcription ftx'd 
upon the Wall ; Facobus Howe Cambro-Br:- 
tannus, Regius Hiftoriographus, it Anglia pri- 
mus ; qui poſt varias peregrmationes, tandem na- 
ture carſum peregit, Satur Annorum, ff Fame, 

9 4. ame, 
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Thotmas JEVORN. 


A Perſon lately: dead, and one ſufficiently 
 £X known to all that frequent the Theatre, 

both for his Excellency in Dancing and Attion. 

He has writ a Play, or rather a Farce, call'd 


The Devil of a Wife, or 4A Comical Tranſ- 
formation ; aQted by their Majelties Servants at 
the Queen's Theatre 1n Dorſe7-Garden; printed 
42% Loud, 1686. and dedicated to his Friends, 
that frequent Loc#kez's Ordinary. This Farce 
1s founded on a Tale as well known as that of 
Mopſa, 1n Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia; tho | 
think 1 compar'd with our French Farces 1o 
frequent on our Zz/ſhStage, it may deſerve 
the Preheminence. 
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Thoms INGELAND. 


A Student in Cambridee in the Reign of 
Queen £#/:2aberh : The Author of a Play,which 
he ſtiles, A Pretty and Merry InterJude, call'd 
The Diſobedient Child. 'Tis writ in old Verſe 
of Ten Syllables, and printed 4s. in an old 
Black Letter, (without any Date ) by Thomas 7 
Colwelt in AGREED ALD 


John 


Dr amatich Poets. 28x 


John Joxss. 


An Author who liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, and writ a Play nam'd 

Aadraſta, or The Womans Spleen, and Loves 
Congueſt, a Tragi-comedy, printed 49. Lond. 
I635. and dedicated to Exgenins, by which 
Name he deſires to comprehend all his Friends, 
ſubſcribing himſelf Maſophitus. "This Play the 
Actors retus'd, and I think with Juſtice ; 1t be- 
ing very indifferently written. The Intrigue 
between Damaſippus, Frail-ware, and their 
Wives, in the third AQ, 1s borrow'd from 
Hoccace's Novels Day 8. Nov.8. However the 
Author was of Opinion 1t deſerved to appear 
In publick ; and therefore prefix'd the follow- 
ing Saying of FZorace, in his Title-page : 


—_ volet ha ſub Ince videri, 
Judicts argutum qua non formidat acumen. 


Benjamin JoHNSON. 


T have already drawn ſome ſtrokes of this 
Great Man's Character, in my Defence of him 
againſt the Attempts of Mr. Dryden ; and there- 
fore ſhall leſs need to make a curious and 
exatt Deſcription of all his Excellencies ; 
which otherwiſe are very Great, Noble, and 
Various ; and have been remark'd in parcells 
by ſeveral Hands, but exceed my ſmall Capa- 
City to colle& them into one full, View. L 
[hall therefore rather let them lye diſpers'd, as 
Scaliger did Yirgil's Praiſes, thro' his whole 
Book of Poetry; contenting my elf at edarich 

wit 
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282 An Account of the 
with giving the Reader an Account of the pri- 
vate Occurrencies of his Life. 
To begin then with his Nativity: He was 
born 1n the City of Feftmnſter ;, and tho he 
ſprang from mean Parents, yet his Admirable. 
Parts have made him more Famous than thoſe 
of. a more Conſpicuous Extraction. Nor do [ 
think 1t any Diminution to him, that he was 
Son-1n-law to a Fricklayer, and work'd at that 
Trade; fince if we take a Survey of the Re- 
cords of Antiquity, we ſhall. find the Greateſt 
Poets of the mean<ſt Bzrth; and molt lyable to 
the Inconveniencies of Life. Witneſs Homer, 
who begg'd from door to door ; Zxriprides, tra- 
ded in Fi-rbs with his Mother; Priautus was 
forc'd to ſerve a Baker ; N.evius was a Captain's 
Man; Terence was a Slave to the Generous 


Lucan; Virgil, was the Son of a Basktet-maker : 


and yer theſe thought the Obſcurity of their 
Extraction no Diminution to their Worth ; 
nor w1ll any Man of Sence refleCt on Fer. Zohn- 
fon on this Account, 1f he ſeriouſly call tro Mind 


that ſaying of Zavenal(*). 
——— Nobilitgs ſola eſt, atq; unica Virtas. 


He was Bred firſt at a Private-School, in St. 
Martin's Church, then plac'd at Weſtminſter, 
under the Famous Mr. Cambden, (to whom 1n 
Gratitude he dedicated his Fourteenth Epi- 
gram ) afterwards he was ſent to Sam? Fohn's 
Colledge in Cambridze ; from thence he remo- 
vdto Dford and was enter'd of Chri/t-Church 
Colledge; whete in the Year 1619. ( as Mr. 


(6) Satyre ?. 


4 
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Food (*) fays) he took his Maſter of Arts De- 
gree: tho' Dr. Fuller ſays, (©) © He continu'd 
© there but few Weeks, for want of Mainte= 
*nance, being fain to return to the Trade of 
his Father-1in-law ; where he aſhilted 1n the 
New Building of Lmcohrs /nn, with a Trowel 
in his Hand, and a Book 1n his Pocket. But 
this Engliſh Maro,was not long before he found 
a Muecenas and a Yarus, to manumit him from 
an Employment fo painful, and furniſht him 
with means to enjoy his Muſe af liberty, 1n pri- 
vate. 'Twas then that he writ his Excellent 
Plays, and grew into Reputation with the 
molt Eminent of our Nobility and Gentry. 
"Twas then, that Carthwrieht, Randolph, and 
others of both Univerſities, ſought his Ado- 
ption ; and gloried more in his Friendfhip, and 
the Title of his Sons, than in their own Well- 
deſerv'd Characters. Neither did he leſs love, 
or was leſs belov'd by the Famous Poets of his 
Time, Sha#kſpear, Beaumont, and Fletcher : wit- 
neſs his Copy which he writ on Shatſpear, aiter 
his Death, (*) and his Verſes to F/ezcher when 
living (*). _ 
_ He was a Man of a very free Temper , and 
withal blunt, and ſomewhat haughty to thoſe, 
that were either Rivals in Fame, or Enemies 
to his Writings : (witneſs his Poeraſter, where- 
1n he falls upon Decker, and his anſwer to Dr. 
Gill, who writ againſt his «Magnetick Laay,) 
otherwiſe of a good Sociable Humour, when 
among{t his Sons and Friends. m the Apo/r 
(b) Antiqe L. 2. fe 243. (c) Vorthies , Wettminfler, p. 243+ 
{d) See his works at the beginning, (e) See Fleicher's ah (> 
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from whoſe Laws the Reader may poſlibly bet- 
ter Judge of his Temper; a Copy of which I 
have tranſ{crib'd for the Learn'd Readers per- 


uſal. 


Leges Convivales, quod falix fauſtumque 
Convivis in Apollmne fit. 


Nemo aſymbolus, niſi umbra huc venito, 
{aiota, mſultus, triſtis, turpis abeſto. 


Eruaiti, Urbant, Fiilares, Modeſti adſciſcuntur, 


Nec lefte Feming repudiantur. | e/to, 
 {n apparatu, quod conuiuis corruget mares nil 
 FEpule delefupotins, quam ſumpiu parantur 
Obſonator, & Coguns convivarum gule peritt 
De Diſcubitu non contenditur. [ ſunto,; 
eMmiſtri a Dapibus, oculati, fy mutt, 
4 poculis auriti, & celeres ſunto. | hoſpes, 
' Pima puris fontibus miniſtrantur, aut vapulet 
Moderatts pocults provocare ſodales fas eſto, 
At fabults, magis quam vino velitatio fiat, 
. Conutue nec multi, nec loquaces ſunto. 
De ſerns aut ſacris,poti, oy ſaturine aiſſerunto, 
Faicen nit accer/itns non venilo. 
Aamiſjo riſu, tripuais, choreis, ſaltibus, 
Omni gratiarum feftruitate ſacra celebrantur : 
oct ſane felle ſunto 
1n/ipida Poemata nulla recitantur ; 
Perſus ſcribere nullus cogitur ; 
Argumentationis tojins firepitus abeſto ; 
Amatoriis querelis,ac ſuſpiris hiber angulas eſto, 
Lapitharum more, ſcyphis pugnare, vitrea col- 
 ladere, 
F Tx excutere, ſupeHefilem dlacerare ne 
aseſto. 


Or 
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Qu foras aifta vel fatta elmmet, elaminatur ; 
Nemimem reum pocula jaciunto. 
Focus perennis eſto. 


As to his Poetry, I dare not pretend to give 
a Judgment on 1t, it deſerving ſomewhat above 
what my faint Praiſe can reach, or deſcribe : 
therefore thoſe who would be better fatisfy'd 
mult have recourſe to his Character drawn by 
Dr. Fuller, and Mr. Asthony Hood 1n Proſe,and 
by Mr. Carthwrizht, and the late Mr. O/dham in 
Verſe; to the foregoing, I might add Mr, Dry- 
den's Dramatick E//ay, which had it been writ 
after his Poſtſcript to Granada, might have ato- 
nd for that unbecoming Charatter, and had 
ſerv'd for a Palmode; but ſince he has not that 
I know of thought fit to retraGt 1t, give me 
leave to inſert an old Copy of Verſes, which 
ſeems to wipe off the Accuſations of Mr. Zoþr- 

- ſon's Enemies (*). | avg 
Ad Benjaminum Johnſonum. 


1n jus te voco, Jonlon venzto : 

Ad(um, qui plagit fy male raping 
Te ad Phebi peragam reum tribanal, 
Afſfidente choro NovemDearum. 
Ouxdam Dramatra ſeilicet aiſerta, 
MNaper gue Elylii roleti 7m umbra, 
PFeftivilſimus omnium Poeta, 
Plautus compoſuit, Diſg, tandem 
Stellato exhibuit pol: in T heatro, 
eMovendo ſuperis leves cachinnos, 
Etgiſos terrico Fovi ciends, 

Axe plauſubus mtonante utroque , 

(*) Fizts-geotridl Atfanarum, L710» 2» 
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286 An Account of the 
Fixc tu Dramata ſcilicet diſerta, 
Clep/aſti ſuperis negotio/ts, . 
SUL tu nunc tus venditare pergis - 

11 jas te voco, Jonlon1 venzto. 


£9 pro te Pater iþſe, Rexg, Phabus 

Aſjurgit modo, Jonion1, palamque 

7 eftatur, tua ſeri fuſſe 
Tha Dramata, teq; conaidij/e 

Se(e non modo conſcio, at juvante - 
 Unae ergo jabi Plautus 2a tandem 
Nattus exhiuit, Four Deiſque ? 
Maize Fihns, oy Nepos Atlantis, 
Pennatus celeres Pedes, at ungues 
FViſcatus, volucer puer, vaferque, 
Furto condere guidlibct jocoſo, 

Ut quondam facibus furs Amorem 
Per ludos videauit, fy Pharetra, 
Sc nuper ( /iquidem ſolet frequenter 

Tecum ludere, plaudere, ty jocart ) 

Neglet&as tibi tepſit has papyrus 

Secumqgue ad Superos abire juſfit : 

Fam vittus taceo pure, vincis 
Phebo Fuaice, Jonſon, gy Patrons. 

I nught here appoſitely enough bring in a 
pleaſant Story or two of Hen. Fohnſon's, as In- 
{ſtances of his Debonaire Humor and Readineſs 
at Repartee, d:d I not fear to be condemn'd by 


Mr. Dryden, and reckon'd. by him and his Ad-_ 


mirers, in the number of thoſe grave Gentle. 
men, whoſe Memory (he lays (f) ) 1s the only 
Plea for their being Wits: for this reaſon T 
ſhall forbear, and haſten to give an Account of 
has Works. : | 


"(£1 Poſtcrive ro Granadas OT rt | 
(t) P He 


— 
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He has writ above fifty ſeveral Pieces, which 
we may rank under the Species of Dramatick 
Poetry; of which we ſhall give an Account in 
Order, beginning with one of his beſt Come- 
dies, v1Z. 

Alchymiſt, a Comedy,acted 1n the Year 1670. 
by the Kings Majeſties Servants, with the AI- 
lowance of the Maſter of the Revels ; printed 
fol. Lond. 1640.and dedicated to the Lady moſt 
deſerving her Name and Blood, the Lady Mary 
Wroth, [the Author of the Urania]. Mr.Dryaen 
{uppoſes this Play was copy'd from the Comedy 
of Alhumazer, as far as concerns the Akhymzſt's 
Character, as the Reader may obſerve from the 
following Lines, (being part of his Prologue, 
to lbumazer revivd;,) 


Suhrle was got by our Albumarzer, 

That Alchymilſt by thzs Alſtrologer ; 

Here he was fafſhion'd, and we may ſuppoſe 
He hit'd the Faſhion wel who wore the Chaths. 


Whether this Accuſation be true, I pretend 
not to determine ; but ſure 1 am, that this laſt 
Couplet 1s borrow'd from Mr. Dryden's Dra- 
matich £ſjay ; (*) where he :fays of Mr. Zohn- 
fon thus ; Tou will pardon me therefore of 7 pre- 


fume he lovd the Faſhion, when he wore their 


Cloaths. 
Bartholomew Fair, a Comedy, acted at.the 

Hepe on the Bank-/ide,OFF.31.1n the Year 1614. 

by the-Lady Z#/:zaberh's Servants, and then de- 

dicated to King James the Firit, ;and ;printed 

fol. Zond. 1640. This Play has frequent} 
( g) Pag. 46. 


= 
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appear'd on the Stage, fince the Reſtauration, 
with great applauſe. 

Catalme hrs Conſpiracy, a Tragedy firſt ated 
in the Year 1611. by the Kings Majeſties Ser- 
vants, with Allowance from the Malter of the 
Revels ; printed fol. Lond. 1640. and dedicated 


to the great Example of Honour and Virtue, 


the moſt Noble Yilliam Earl of Pembroke. 
This Play 1s {till in Vogne on the Stage, and 
always preſented with ſucceſs. It was ſo well 
approv d of by the Judicious Beaumont, that he 
writ a Copy of Verſes in praiſe of it, which the 
Reader may find before our Authors Works. 
Nevertheleſs I mult take notice that Mr. Z0hn- 
for has borrow'd very much from the An- 
cients 1n this Tragedy; as for Inſtance, part of 
Sylla's Ghoſt, 1n the very Entrance of the Play, 
1s copy'd from the Ghoſt, of 7 antalus , in the 
beginning of Seneca's T hye/tes. Thus our Au- 
thor has tranſlated a great part of Saluſt's Hi- 
ſlory, (tho' with great Judgment and Elegance) 
and inſerted 1t-1nto his Play. - For the Plot, 
ſee Saluft. Plutarch in the Lite of Cicero. Floras 
Lih. 4. C. 1. 

Challeng eat Tilt, at's Marriage, a Maſque 


printed Fol. Lond. 1640. 


Chriftmaſs his Maſque, preſented at Court 
1516. printed Fol Lond. 1640. 

Chordata, or Rites to Cloris, and her Nymphs 
perſonatedim a Maſque at Cou rt, by the Queens 


Ma; jelty, and her Ladies" at Shrove-tide, T630. 


where Fol. Lond. 1640. The Inventors: of 
this Maſque were Mr. Pabuſon and Mr. Inigo 


ones. 
J C'yn- 
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Cynthia's Revels; or The Fountain of Self-love, 
a Comical Satyr, hrit ated in the Year 1600. 
by the then Children of Queen Elizabeth's 
Chappel, with the Allowance of the Maſter of 
the Revels, printed Folio, Lond. 1640. and 
dedicated to the Special Fountain of Manners, 
7 he Conrt. 


Devil is an Aſs, a Comedy a&ted in the Year 


1616. by his Majeſties Servants, and printed 
Fol. Lond. 1641. Tho' our Author ſeldome 
borrows any part of his Plot ; yet 1n this Play, 
it I nultake not, /7tipo!'s giving his Cloak 
to Fitz-dotterel to court his Wite one quarter 
of an Hour, is founded on a Novel in ZFoccace, 
Day 3. Nov. F. 

Enter tamment of King James, 1 paſſing to his 
Coronation, printed in Fol. Lond. 164.0. This 
Entertainment was mention d, I ſuppoſe by the 
Complilers of former Catalogues, becauſe it con- 
{1{ts of Speeches of Gratulation (as the Author 
{tiles them). which were {poke to his Majeſty 
at Fen-Church, Temple-Bar, and the Strand : 
and therefore beſides the preſidents of former 
Catalogues, which might 1n part juſtify me, I 
might be blam'd ſhould I omit 1t. The Author 
has plac'd a Comment throughout to illuſtrate 
and authoriſe his Contrivance. 

Entertamment 1n. private of the King and 
Queen on May-aay in the Morning, at Sir #7/. 
{ram Cornwa/lis's Houle at High-gate,1604.prin- 
ted Fol. Lond. 1640. 

Entertainment of King Fames and Queen 
Anne at Theobalds, when the Houſe was de- 
iiver'd up, with the pollatſen; to the Queen, 

y 
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290 An Account of the 
by the Farl of Sa/rsbary, May 22. 160%. The 
Prince of Zanvile, Brother to the Duke of Guiſe, 
being then preſent, printed Fol. Zond. 1640. 

Entertainment 1n particular of the Queen 
and Prince, their Highneſles, at A/thbrope, at 
the Lord Spencer's, on Saturday being the 
Twenty-fifth of Zane 1603. as they came firſt 
into the Kingdome, printed Fol. Lond.1640. 

Entertamment oi the Two Kings of Great 
Brittam, and Denmark, at Theobalds, Fuly 2.4 
1606. printed Fol. Zond. 1640. This Enter- 
tainment 18 very thort, and conſiſts chiefly of 
Epigrams. 

Every Man in his Flumonr, a Comedy ated 
an the Year 1598. by the then Lord Chambey- 
fain's Servants, printed Fol. Lond. 1640. and 
dedicated to the Moſt Learned, and his Ho- 
nour'd Friend Mr. Cambaen, Clarencienux. This 
Play has been reviv'd ſince the Civil Wars, 
and was recetv'd with general Applauſe. There 
1s a new Epilogue writ for this Play, the latter 
part of which 1s ponen by Ben Zohnſon's Ghoſt, 
The Reader may hind it in a Colle&ion of Poems 
on ſeveral Occaſions, printed 8®. Zond. 1673. 
See Pag. 29. 

Every eMan out of his Flumour, a Comical 
Satyr; firſt a&ted 1n the Year 1599. by the then 
Lord Chamberlain's Servants; with allowance 
of the Maſter of the Revels : printed Fol. Zond. 
1640. and dedicated to the Nobleſt Nurſeries 
of Humanity, and Liberty in the Kingdome, 
T he [nns of Court. This Play was reviv'd at 
the Theatre-Royal, in the Year 1675.at which 
time a new Prologue, and Epilogue were _ 
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. by Jo. Heyns, which were writ by Mr. Daffer. 


See his Poems 89. pag. 72. &c. This 1s account. 
ed an excellent Old Comedy. 

Fortunate {ſles, and their Union celebrated 
in a Maſque deſign'd for the Court, on the 
Tavelfth-Njght, 1626. printed Fol. Lond, 164.1, 

Golden Age reſtor ad, in a Maſque at Court, 
IG61s- by the Lords and Gentlemen the King's 
Servants, and printed Fol. Lond. 1641. 

Hymenz:, or T he Solemnities of a Maſque and 
Barriers at a Marriage { printed Fol. Lond. 164.c. 
To this Maſque arefnnext, by the Author, 
Learned Notes 1n the Margin, for illuſtration 
of the Ancient Greet, and Roman Cuſtoms. 

Triſh Maſque at Court, by Gentlemen the 
King's Servants ; printed Fol. Lond. 1640. 

King's Entertainment at Welbeck in Notting - 
ham-ſhire, a Houſe of the Right Honourable 
Hiliam Earl of Newcaſtle, at his going into 
Scotland, 1633. printed Fol. Zond. 1640. 

Love free'd from 7gnorance and Folly,a Maſque 
of her Majeſties, printed Fol. Zond. 1640. 

Love Reſter'd, in a Maſque at Court, by 
Gentlemen the King's Servants, printed Fol. 
Lond. 1640. 

Love's Triumph thro' Callipolis ; perform'd in 
a Maſque at Court, 1630. by his Majeſty King 
Charles the Farlit, with the Lords and Gentle- 
men Aſſiſting : the Inventors being Mr. 70þ1- 
{on,and Mr. {ngo Fones : printed Fol. Lond.164.T, 

Love's Welcome ; the King and Queen's En- 
tertainment at ZBo/ſover, at the Earl of New- 
caſtc's; the 3otÞ of Fuly, 1634. and printed 
Fol. Lond, 1641. Fe 
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 Magnetick Laay, or Fiumours Reconcil'd, 2 
Comedy acted at the Zlack-fryars, and printed 
Fol. Zond. 1640. This Play 1s generally e- 
iteem'd an Excellent Play: tho' in thoſe days 
it found ſome Enemies; amongſt which Dr. 
G:11 Maſter of Pauls School, or at leaſt his Son, 
writ a Satyr againſt it: part of which (the 
whole being too long) I ſhall take the pains to 
tranſcribe. 


But to adviſe thee Ben, m this ftriſt Ape, 
A Brick-kills better for thee than a Stage. 
Thou better know'ſt a Groundſil for 70 lay, 
T ben lay the Plot or Ground-work of a Play, 
And better can'ft direft to Cap a Chimney, 
Then to converſe with Cho, or Polyhimny. 
Fall then to work mm thy old Age agen, 
Take np thy Trug and Trowel, gentle Ben, 
Let Plays alone : or if thou needs will write, 
And thruſt thy feeble Muſe into the light ; 
Let Lowen ceaſe, aud Taylor ſcorn to touch 
T he hathed Stage, for thou haſt made it ſuch. 


But to ſhew how fiercely Yer could repartee 
on any one that had abus'd him, IT will preſent 
the Reader with his anſwer. 


Shall the proſperity of a Pardon ſtill 

. Secure thy railing Rhymes, infamous Gill, 
At libelling ? Shall no Stan-Chamber Peers. 
Pillory, nor Whip, nor want £4 Ears, 
All which thou haſt incurr'd deſervedly - 
Nor Degradation from the Miniſtry, 
To be the Denis of thy Father's School, 
Keep mn thy bawling Wit, thou bawline Few . 
h11k- 
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T hinkeng to ſtir me, thon haſt loft thy End, 
T'll laugh at thee poor wretched T ike, go ſend 
T by blotant Muſe abroad, and teach it rather 
A Tune to drown the Ballads of thy Father : 
For thou haſt nought to cure his Fame, 
But Tune and Noiſe the Eccho of his Shame. 
A Rogue by Statute, cenſur d to be whipt, 
Cropt,vranded,ſlit,ueck-ſtockt ; go, you are firip?. 


Maſque at the Lord Viſcount Fadington's 
Marriage at Court, on Shrove-T ucſaay at Night 
1608. and printed fol. Lond. 1640. 

Maſque of Augurs, with ſeveral Antimaſques, 
prelented on 7welfzh-nizht 1622. printed fol. 
Lond. 164.0. 

Maſque of Owls at Kenehworth, preſented by 
the Ghoſt oi Captain Coxe, mounted on his 
Hobby-horſe, 1626. printed fol. Lond. 1640. 

Maſque of Sucens, celebrated from the 
Houle of Fame, by the Queen of Great Britain 
with her Ladies, at Fh:tehall, Febr. 2. 1609. 
This Maſque 1s adorned' with learned Notes, 
for the Explanation of the Author's Deſign. 
He was aſhited in the Invention and Archate- 
cture of the Scenes throughout, by Mr. /n:go 


Zones. 


Maſque preſented in the Houſe of the Right 
Honourable the Lord Haye, by divers of Noble 
Quality his Friends ; for the Entertainment 
of Monſieur Le Baron de Tour, Extraordinary 
Ambaſlador for the French King; on Saturday 
the 22. of Feby. 1617. printed fol. Long. 1617. 

Metamorphos'd Gypſies, a Maſque thrice pre- 
ſented to King James - firſt at Burieigh on the 

T 2 Hill ; 


6 © 
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Hill ; next at Behooyr ; and laſtly at Windſor, 


in Auguſt 1621. printed fol. Lond.164.1. 

Mercury Vindicated from the Alchymiſts at 
Court, by Gentlemen the King's Servyants, 
printed fol. Lonud..164.0. | 

eMortiimer's Fall, a Tragedy, or rather a 
Fragment, 1t being juſt begun, and left 1mper- 
tec by his Death : tho' the Reader may ſee the 
Model of each AQ, by the Argument publiſht 
before 1t, printed fol. Lond. 1640. 

Neptune's 71:umph for the Return of Albion, 
celebrated in a Maſque at Court, on the7welf7þ- 
Night 1644. printed fol. Lond. 1641. 


{News from the New World diſcovered in the 


Moon, a Maſque preſented at Court before King 


James 1620. and printed fol. Zond. 164.1. 


Oberon, Zhe Farry Prince, a Maſque of Prince 
Henries, printed fol. Joud.1640. On this Play 
the Author has writ Annotations. | 

_ Pan's Auniverſary, or The Shepherd's Holy- 
day ; a Maſque preſented at Court before King 
Fames 1625. and printed fol. Lond. 1641. In 
the Decorations our Author was alhited by the 
above-mention'd Mr. ones. | 

Pleaſure reconcil'd to Yirtue, a Maſque pre- 
ſented at Court before King James, 1619. to 
which were made ſome Additions for the Fo- 
nour of Wales. This in former Catalogues 
was mention'd as a Maſque diſtin from the 
other. A RR IO 

Peetaſter, or His Arraignment, a Comical 
Satyr, firſt acted 1n the Year 16o1. by the then 
Children of his Majeſties Chappel, with the 
Allowance of the Maſter of the Revels; priveed 

Ole 
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fol. Zond. 1640. and dedicated to the Vertuoug 
and his Worthy Friend, Mr. Richard Martin, 
] have already ſpoken of this Play in the Ac- 
count of Decker's Satyromaſtix ; and I mult fur. 
ther add, I heartily wiſh for our Author's Repu- 
tation,that he wid not been the Agreſlor in this 
Quarrel ; but being altogether ignorant of the 
Provocations given him, I muſt ſuſpend my 
Judgment, and leave 1t to better Judges to de- 
termine the Controverſy. Our Author has ad- 
orn'd this Play wath ſeveral Tranſlations from 
the Ancients, as Ov:d. Amor. lib. 1. Ele. 15. 
Foratii Sat. Iib. 1. Sat. 9. lib. 2. Sat. 1. Virgiz 
ned, Ib. 4. with others. 

Queen's Maſques ; the firſt of Blackneſs, per: 
ſonated at the Court at #hztehall, on the 
Twelfth-Night 160s. the ſecond of Beauty, was 
preſented 1n the ſame Court at #þrtehall, on 
the Sunday Night after the Twelfth-Night 1608. 
printed fol. Lond. 1640. | 

Sad Shepherd, or A Tale of Robin Hood; 
a Paſtoral, printed fol. Zond.1641. This Play 
15 left imperie&; there being but two Acts, and 
part of the third finiſh. | 

Stjanus's Fall, a Tragedy,firit ated 1n the Year 
1603. by the Kings Majeſties Servants,with the 
Allowance of the Maſter of the Revells, printed 
fol. Lond. 1640. and dedicated to the No leſs 
Noble by Virtue than Blood, Z/me Lord Au- 


bigny. This Play 1s generally commended by 


all Lovers of Poetry; and uſher'd into the 
World by nine Copys of Verſes, one of which 
was writ by Mr. George Chapman. "Tis ionnd- 


_<d on Hiſtory; and the Author in a former E- 


T 4 | dition, 
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ditzon , publiſhed 4% Zond. 16oy. has printed 
Quotations throughout ; the Reaſons where- 
of take 1n his own Words, ( being part of the 
Preface to that Fdition) (*) The next 1s, leaſt; 
©1n ſome nice Noltrils, the Qz07a77ons might 
{avour afteCted, I do let you know, Thar I ab- 
©hor nothing more; and haye only done it to 
ſhew my Integrity 1n the Szory, and faye my 
* {elf 1n thoſe common Torturers, that bring 
© all Wat to the Rack: whoſe Noſes are ever 
© ike Swine, ſpoiling and rooting up the Muſes 
©Gardens ; and their whole Bodies like Moles, 
*as blindly working under Earth, to caſt any, 
*the leaſt hills, upon Vertue. For the Story, 
the Reader may conſult 7 ac:tus's Annals, lib.2, 
4,5. Suctonius 1n the Lite of Tiberins. Dion. &Cc. 
Stlent Woman, a Comedy firit ated in the 
Year 1609. by the Children of her Majeſties 
Revels, with the Allowance of the Maſter of 
the Revels; printed fol. Lond. 1640. and dedi- 
cated to the truly Noble, by all Titles,Sir Fran- 
C15 Stuart. Part of this Play 1s borrow'd from 
the Ancients,as ACt I. Sc. L. part from Ovid de 
Arte Amanadi. A& 2 Sc. 2. part from Jyvenal. 
Sat. 6. AC >. Sc. 5. part from Plautns's Aulula- 
ria At 3. SC. 5. with other palſages. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, this Play 1s Accounted by all, 
One of the beit Comedies we have extant; and 
thoſe who would know more, may be amply 
fatisfied by the peruſal of the judicious Exa- 
:aen of this Play made by Mr. Dryden (). 
Speeches at Prince Henry s Parriers, printed 
fol. L,ond.164.0. Thele Speeches being printed 
43 Preface. { i) Dramatic Eſſay, p. 50s | 


amonegſ[ 
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amoneglt his other Maſques, and always reckon- 
ed under that Species of Poetry, by others, in 
former Catalogues, I could not omut their Men- 
tion 1n this place. 

Staple of News, a Comedy adted in the Year 
I625. by his Majeſties Servants, and printed 
fol. Loud. 1631. The Author introduces four 
Gollips on the Stage, who continue during the 
Action,and criticitec on the Play. "This was pra- 
ctiſed more than once ; witnels, Zvery man out 
of þ1s Humor, and eMagnetick Lady : and herein 
he was tfollow'd by Fletcher, ( as I have al- 
ready obſerv d (*)) 1n His Anght of the Burn- 
zng-peſtic. 

7 ale of a Tub, a Comedy, printed fol. Zond. 
I640. 

7 ime vindicated to himſelf, and to his Ho- 
yours; a Maſque, preſented at Court on 7 welf7h- 
Night 1623. and printed fol. Lond, 164.1. 

Yifion of Delight, a Maſque preſented at 
Court, 1n Chri/tmas 1617. and printed fol. Lond. 
1641. 
Pulpone, or The Fox, a Comedy ; firſt afted 
in the Year 16cs. by the Kings Majeſties Ser- 
vants, with the Allowance of the Maſter of the 
Revells; printed fol. Zond.1640. and dedicated 
to both Univerſities in the following form: 
© To the moſt Noble and molt Equal Siſters, the 
©rwo Famous Univerlities ; for their Love and 
« Acceptance ſhewn to his Poem in the Preſen- 
© tation, Ben. Johnſim the grateful Acknow- 
© ledger, dedicates both it and himſelf. This 
Play 1s writ in Imitation of the Comedy of the 


 (k)See pag. 210. - 
K) 6: p#G An. 
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Ancients, and the Argument is form'd into an 
Acreſtick, like thoſe of Plautns, which are ſaid 
to be writ by Priſcian, or ſome other Eminent 
Grammarian. Tr 1s ſtill 1n vogue at the The- 
atre 1n Dorſet-Garden, and its value is ſuffici- 
ently manifeſted by the Verſes of Mr. Beax- 
anout, and Dr. Donne. 

All theſe Plays with ſeveral other Poems and 
Tranſlations, and an Enghfſh Grammar, are 
printed together in two Volumes in Folio. 

He has three other Plays, which are omit- 


ted in theſe Volumes, tho' for what reaſon, T 


know not; two of which are printed in 42. and 
the third in 89. of which we are now to ſpeak. 

Cafe 7s alter d, a pleaſant Comedy, ſundry 
times ated by the Children of the lack Fry- 
ars, and printed 49. Lond.i6o9. In this Comedy 
our Author hath very much made uſe of Plan- 
74s, as the Learned Reader may obſerve by 
comparing His Aulularia, and Caprerver, with 
this Comedy. 

Widow, a Comedy ated at the Private Houſe 
in Black-fryars with great applauſe, by his late 
Majeſties Servants, and printed 40. Lond.1652. 
This Play was writ by Mr. Johnſon, Mr. Pletcher, 
and Mr. Midd/eton,and firit publiſht by Mr. Alex- 
ender Gough, a great lover of Plays, who helpt 


Mr. Meoſely the Bookſeller to this, and ſeveral 


other Dramatick Manuſcripts, as the Paſſtonate 
Lovers. 2. parts; T he Queen, or The Excellency 
of her Sex, oyc. It was reviv d not many Years 
ago, at the'King's Houſe, with a new © rologne 
and Epilogue, which the Reader may find in 
London Drolkery, p. 11,12. 

New: 
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Aew-[nn, or The Light Heart, a Comedy 
never acted,but moſt neglgently play'd by ſome 
the Kings Servants ; and more ſqueamiſhly be. 
held, and cenſured by others, the Kings Sub. 
Jets 1629. Now at laſt ſet at liberty to the Rea- 
ders, his Majeſties Servants and SuhjeQt, to be 


Judg'd; printed 89. Lond. 1631. 


'The Reader may ſee by this Title-page, that 
the Play ſucceeded not anſ{werable to our Au- 
thor's ExpeRation, and the juſt Merit ( as he 
thought) of his Play : which may be conjeftu- 
red, from the Ode which he publiſht at the 
End of this Play; which as being pertinent te 
es I ſhall tranſcribe at large. 

he juſt Tndignation the Author took at the 
Lugar Cenſure of his Play, begat this following 
Ode 7o himſeff. 


Come, leave the loathed Stage, 
And the more loathſome Agee : 
Where Pride and Tmpudence (in faſhion knit) 
Uſurp the Chair of Wit ! 
Lnaiting and arraigning every day 
Something they call a Play. 
Let their faſtidions, vaime 
Commiſſion of the Braine 
Run on, and rage, ſweat, cenſure, and condemn - 
7 hey were not made for thee,leſs thou for them. 


Say that thou pour ſt them Wheat, 
And they will Acorns eat : 
'T were ps ary, ftill, thy ſelf to waſte 
* On ſuch as have no taſte ! 
To :ffer them a ſurfet of pure bread, 
- Whoſe appetites are arad! 
FT Nb, 
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Vo, grve them Graimes their fill, 
 F£lusks, Draff, to arink, and ſwill. 
1f they love Lees, and leave the luſty Wine, 
Envy them not their palate, with the Swine. 


No doubt ſome mouldy T ale, 
Like Pericles (!); and late 
As the Shrieve's Cruſts, and naſty as his Fiſh--- 
ſcraps, ont of every Diſh, 
Thrown forth,andraf't into the Common-tub, 
eMay keep up the Play-Club : 
There, Sweepimgs do as well 
As the beſt order'd Meal. 
For, who the Reliſh of theſe Gueſts will fit, 
MNeeds ſet them, but The Almes-basket of Wit 
And much good do't you then : 
Brave Pluſh, and Velvet Men ; 


Can feed on Orts: And ſafe in your Stage-clothes, 


Dare Quit upon your Oathes, 


T he Stagers,gy theStage-wrghts too(yourPeers) 


Of laraing your large Fars 
With their foul Comick Socks ; 
Wrought upon twenty 3 locks : 


Which, af they're torn,gyturn'dgy patcht enough, 
T he Gameſters ſhare your guilt you their fluff 


Leave things ſo proftitute. 
And take the Alczick Lute ; 
Or thine own Horace, or Anacreon's Lyre ; 
Warm thee by Pindar's fire - 


And tho' thy Nerves be ſhrunk,and Bod be cold, 


E're Tears have made thee old ; 
Strike that diſaainful Heat 


7 hroughout, to their defeat : 
1) 4 Play writ by Shakcſpear, - 
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As curions Fools, and envious of thy Strain, 
May, bluſhing, ſwear no Palſy 's in thy Brain. 


But when they hear thee ſing 
The Glories of thy King, 
His zeal to God, and his juſt awe o're Men ; 
T hey may blood ſhaken then, 
Feel ſuch a Fleſh-quake to poſſeſs their powers ; 
As they ſhall cry like ours 
1n found of Peace, or Wars, 
No Harp ere hit the Stars, 
1n tuning forth the Aft's of his ſweet raign : 
And rai/mg Eharles his Chariot 'bove his Wain. 


This Ode ſufficiently ſhews what a bigh O- 
pinion ourAuthor has of his own Pertorm- 
ances; and hke Aritotle 1n Philoſophy, and 
Peter Lombard, ( The Maſter of the Senten- 
ces ) in Schoot-Drumzty ; our Ben. lookt upon 
himſelf as the only Maſter of Poerry; and 
thought it the Duty of the Age, rather to 
ſubmit to, than diſpute, much leſs oppoſe his 
Judgment, "Twas great pity, that he that was 
ſo great a Maſter in Poetry , ſhould not retain 
that old Axiom in Morality, Noſce Ten "2 
Sentence ſo highly admir'd by Zavenal(®), that 
he ſeems to think it above the Conception of 
Chilon, ſaying, 


e celo deſcendit, yy 1. oneu]oy, 
Figendum, (ty memori traffandum peetore. 


He had then prevented that ſharp Reply made 
by the Ingenious Mr. Fe/tham, to this Magiſte- 
rial Ode ; and which could not chufe but vex 


(m) DUYT, Il, 


4 


Cx 
XS >; 


302 -<An Account of the 


: 


2 Perſon of our Author's Haughty Temper : 


but he was a Man, and ſubjeCt to Infirmities, 
as well as others ; tho'abating for his too much 
abounding 1n his own Sence, ( an Epidemical 
Diſtemper belonging to the Fraternity of Par- 
#aſſus) he had not his Equal 1n his Time for 
Poetry. 

Having preſented the Reader with Mr. Johr.- 


ſon's Ode, 1t may not be iproger for me per- 


haps to tranſcribe, nor unpleaſant to him, to 
peruſe Mr. Feltham's Anſwer. 


aA Anſwer to the Ode, Come leave the 
loathed Stage, &c. 


Come leave this ſawcy way 
| Of baiting thoſe that pay 
Dear for the ſight of your dechning Wit : 
Ts known it 15 not fit, | 
| That a Sale Poet, juſt contempt once thrown, 
Should cry up thus his own, 
1 wonder by what Dower, 
Or Patent, you had power 
From all torape a judgment. Let't ſuffice, 
Had you been modeſt, y'ad been granted wiſe. 
Tis known you can ao well, 
And that you do excell, 
As a Tranſlator : But when things require 
A Genus, and Fire, 
Not kendled heretofore by others pains ; 
As oft y' ave wanted Brains 
And Art to ſtrike the White, 
As you have levell dright - : 
Tet if Men vouch not things Apochtyphal, 
Tou bellow, rave, and ſpatter round your Gall. 


Jug, 


Jug, Pierce, Peek, Fly ("), and all 
Nour Feſts h a, ths 
Are things ſo far beneath an able Brain, 
As they do throw & Stain 


Thro' all th' unlikely Pht, and do diſpleaſe 


As deep as Pericles. 
Where yet there 1s not laid 


Before a Chamber-maid [old 
Diſcourſe ſo weigh'd (®) as might have ſerv'd of 
For Schools,when they of Love and Yalour told, 


Why Rage then ? when the Show 
Should Fudement be and Know.---- (?) 
tage, there are in Pluſh who ſcorn to drudge 
For Stages, yet can judge 
Not only Poets looſer Lines, but Wits, 
And all their Perquiſits. 
A Gift as rich, as high 
Ts Noble Poehie : 
Yet tho' m ſport it be for Kings a Play, 


Tis next Mechanicks, when It works for pay. 


Alczus Lute had none, 
Nor hoſe Anacreon, 
Ere taught ſo bold aſſuming of the Bays, 
FHhen they deſerv'd no praiſe. 
To rail Men into Approbation, 
Ts new to yours alone ; 
Aud proſpers not : For know, 
Fame 15S as Coy, as you 
Can be diſdainful ; and who dares to prove 
A rape on her, ſhall gather ſcorn, not Love. 
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(n)The Names of leveral Dramat.Perſon, (0) New-I11, AR 3. 
Sc. 2. AQ 4.Sc.q. (p) This Break was purpoſely d:Ggn'd by the 
Poer, to ape thar in Ben's third Scanza, 


Leave 
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Leave then this humour vain, 
And this more humorous Strain, 
Where Self-conceit, and Choler of the Blood 
Eclipſe what elſe 1s good : 
T hen if you pleaſe thoſe Raptures high to touch, 
| Whereof you boaſt fo much ; 
And but forbear your Crown, 
Till the World puts it on - 
No doubt from all you may amazement draw, 
Since braver Theme no Phebus ever ſaw. 


This Haughty Humonr of Mr, Johnſon was 
blam'd, and carpt at by others, as well as Mr. 
Feltham : amongſt the reſt, Sir John Suck/mg, 
that Neat Facetious Wit, arraign'd him at the 
Seflions of Poets (4); and had a fling at this Play 
In particular : tho' we may {ay,compar'd to the 
former, He did only circum pracordia ludere ; 
laught at, and ravey his unreaſonable Self-op1- 
nion ; as you may lee 1n the following Lanes : 
the firſt Stanza off which tho'already mention'd 
in the Account of Heywood, I crave my Readers 
leave to repeat, that he may read our Author's 
CharaQter entire : 


T he firſt that broke ſilence was good Old Ben, 

Prepar'd before with Canary me; | Bays, 

And he told them plainly that he defſerv'd the 

For his were call d Works, where others were 
bat Plays. 


And 


Bid them remember how he had purg'd theStage 
Of Errors that had laſt many ant Age : 


— 


"G6 ) Suckling”s Pocms, Ps 7s | 
. (*). nd 
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(*) And he hop'd they dir not think, the Silent 
Woman; : 1: - 

The Fox,and the Alchymult, outdone by no Man. 


Apollo fiept him there, and bid him not go on, 
'1 was Merit, he ſaid, and not Preſumption 
Maſt carry't ;, at which Ben. turn'd about, 
And in great Choſter offer d to go out : 


But 
T hoſe that were there, thought it not fit 
To diſcontent ſo ancient. a Wit ; | 
And therefore Apollo caft'd hin back agen, 
LAnd made him mine Holt of his own New-Inn. 


I know nothing elſe publiſhed by our Au- 
thor; only I have read a Letter (f) from Mr. 
 Fames HowelH to Dr. Duppa, ( then Biſhop of 

Chicheſter, and Tutor to King Charles the Se- 
cond, when Prince of FYales) that he was pub- 
liſhing a Piece call'd, Johnſonus Yerbias; to 
which Mr. Zowe# contributed a Decaſtick. T 
know not what Reception Mr. Fowe/'s Verſes 
met with in the World; but I am confident, 
he had willingly allowed Mr. O/zham's Ode 
(had he then l:vd) a place in the firſt Rank of 
Poets. The Title ſufficiently explains the De- 
ſign; and the Reader tay find it commended 
by an Ingenious Copy of Verſes addreſt to the 
Biſhop by Sir F. D' Avenant. See his Poems 
Fol. Edit. p. 253. mg 

He died 4s. D. 1637. being aged 63. and was 


(r) I underſtand nor this Coupler, without rbe Expreſzion be 
taken after the Greek manner, where two Negatives make an Af- 
firmative; and then they do veheentins negate, {fy Familia 
Letters Vol, 1, Se6, 6e Lets 31. 


; 6 SL buried 
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buried in St. Peter's Church an #etminſter, on, 


the Weſt-{ide near the Belfry ; having only a 


plain Stone over his Grave, with this Inſcri- 


ption ; 
O RARE BEN. FO HNSOM. 

"Tis manifeſt, that a better Monument was 

deſign d'him, by fome Friends ; but the Civil 


Wars breaking out, hindred their good Inten- 
t10ns : -tho 1t ſhall not prevent me from tran- 
1cribing an Elegy written by a Studtous Friend 


and -Admirer of .Bexv. Johnſon; which IT wiſh 


were ſet upon his Grave. 
Hic Johmionus neſter Lyricorum, Dramatico- 
rum, 'Coryphaus, gui Pallade auſpice laurunm 


a Greco ipſag, Roma rapuit, fy faaſio Omine 


2n Brittunum tranſtulit noftram, nunc itvidia 
 rnajor, fato, nec tamen amulis ceffit. An. 
Dom. 1637. Id. Nov. (*) 


Thomas JoRDaN. 


An Author that liv'd 1n the Reign of King 
Charles the Firlt, who could both write and a6 
Plays; as appears from three Drammas he has 
publiſht, and from a Tragedy, call'd Mef/alima, 
in which he aded the part of Zepids, Mother 
to that ſhameleſs Emprefs. His bla are two 
Comedies, and a Maſque; vis. | 

Fancies Feſtivals, a Maſque, printed 4%. Zond 
16----- This, I have not at pong but have 


formerly read it with ſatisfattion, and fill re- 


rain the following Lines ſpoken by a Souldier ; 


-(*) ood, Antiq. Oxon» 
: God, 


F 

ISP "#: 

"LB. #8 

NF wry 
i 
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God, and the Souldier; 4c} alike adore, 
Fauſt at the. brink of danger, and no more: 
The danger puſt both are alike requited, © 
God zs forgotten, and the Souldier lighted 


Money 1s an Aſs, a Comedy acted with good 
applauſe printed-49. Lond. 1668. I ſuppole by 
Re Stile, thiswas writ {and pollibly/publiſh'd) 
ſome Years betore; 1t being: a common'thing 
with Mr. &:raman, to publiſh old Plays; as, 4 

#hing for a Quiet Life; 'Cares for a Cuctold:; 
Gammer Gurton's Needle, and many others. 


Walks of Tſington, and Hogſdon, wirh rhe 
Tumors of Woodltreet-Compter ; a, Comedy, 
publickly a&ed Nineteen Days toge ther, with 
extraordinary applauſe ; printed 45. Lond.165 7. 
and dedicated to the true Lover'of Ingenuity, 


_ = TIP 


the much Hohour'd Richatd Cheyhy,of Hackney, 
Eſq; This Play in thoſe days was commetided 
by a Copy of Verſes, written by P. C. Maſter 
of Arts; partof which arethus? rg 


o 
b 


Theſe Walks tw7xtIhington & Hogſdon,wi/ 
( Like thoſe 'twwixt Tempe'and Parnaiſus Hl) 
Show, how the «Muſes in their ſportfull Rage, 
Set aft the T own a walking to your Stage, © 
With fo much Wit, ahnd Art, and Tudement laid, 
That Nmeteen aayes together they were play d. 


. 
* 


Now by the bounty of the PreſSawe be. 

Poſjefs'd of that which wwe before aid ſee, 
/of Pleaſing | only Nineteen times read 0're, 

Bat Nineteen Apees, or 41/4 Times 20 more. 


TY 


WF ; % 


; = L11% 43:Tc ! 41 
A 3; | TT Il; w% 
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lat 


308 An Account of the 


_-- Wilkam JorxNes. 
A Gentleman, born in Oxfordſhire, and Edu- 


cated in Magaaln Colledge, where he was 
ſometime Fellow ; but upon the Change of his 
Rehgion, or an order to it, he voluntarily 
quitted' his Place, in:the beginning of the 
Wars.'  After' he left the Colledge, he betook 
himſelf to aretirid: Late, never intermedling 
with the Controverſies of Religion, or the At- 
fairs of State :\ which prudent Demeanor, joyn- 
ed with the Sweetneſs of his Diſpoſition, con- 
tinued him in the Fayour and Good-will of the 
Society; till the New-modelling of the Col- 
b&xdge,under the Eccl/iaſtical Commiſſtners ; by 


' 


whom he was re-placed in his former Station : 


but did not Tong enjoy 1t, the Colledge being 
fhortly after again-reſtored to its former Settle- 
ment. .. That he 'did not wholly bid Adien to 
the Huſes, when he firlt withdrew 'from the 


» 
. 
» 


Univerſity, DRY PRE, by a Dramma that he. 
publiſh'd under the Name of 
- The Roman Emprefs,:a Tragedy acted at the 
Royal Theatre, by . hus;- Majellies Servants ; 
printed 49. ond. "1671. and dedicated to the 
Honourable Sir Charles Sidley. This Play in 
tpight of a.dead Vacation, and ſome other Im- 
pediments, fqund the applauſe and 


approba- 
110n of the Theatre, as oft as 1t appear'd. The 
Author has propos'd the, Oedipus and 2. aging 
for his pattern ; and. I. think it may qultly de- 
ſerve.to.be.obſerv'd, That his Traghey 1s Writ 
1n a more Maſculine, and lofty Stile than 

Plays of this Age ; and Terror and Compaiſſion 


e than molt 
being 


Bl, f 
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being the chiet hinges on which he deſign'd 
his Tragedy ſhould turn; he has: judiciouſly 
rejected what he calls the Gingling Antitheſes 
of Loveand Honour. By the Advice of Friends, 
he tells us,that he hath diſguis'd. theNames: yet 
that this Emperour was One of. the Greateſt 
that ever. Rome boalted. TI am apt to believe, 
that under the Character of Yalentzas, the Au- 
thor means , Coyflantine the Great-; and that 
Criſpus,:: and:his Mother-in-law Fanſtina, are 
ihadow'd; under the CharaQters of iFlorus and 
Fat : but-this being only ConjeAure, I muſt 
leave 1t. toi the Critzcks Decafion. - - 

Our Author has nothing elfe in-print that 
I know of, except a little Book entituled Some 
Obſervations on the Life of Cardinal ;Reginaldus 
Polus; where he diſguiſes his Name under theſe 
two Letters, :C..Z which I take to be Guiltel- 
mus Lyde; the Ancient Name bf that Family: 
"Tis printed:39, Lond. 1686; In this Book, the 
Reader-4s! made acquainted not only with the 
Authors Reading, Stile, and Judgment ; byt his 
$kill in, the, French, and 7zalian, Tranguages. 


TO » P i © $3 of 


TSS « PEAK py PAS] FERC KL bo 
__ Henry K1ileeRew. _ 
A* Author who liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, and writ a Play, call'd 

Conſpiracy, a Tragedy printed 49. Zond.1538. 
This Play was deſign'd tar an Entertainment 
of the. (King and Queen at 7ork-HWuſe, at the 
Nuptals of the Lady Mary Yillers, and the 

Y U 3 Lord 
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Lord Charles Herbert, "Twas afterwards ated 
onthe Black-fryars Stage, (*) and'forind tHe ap- 
probation of the moſt Excellent Perſons of this 
£1nd\ of Writing' which were in that time, if 
there were'ever better 1n any time ; Ber 7ohn- 


fon, being then alive, who gave a'Teſtimony of 


this/Peice even tobe envy'd. Some Cavallers at 
its firſt Repreſentation at Blackfryars,exclaim'd 
againit-the /ydecorum that appear'd-1n the part 
of Cleander,. whoibeing repreſented. as. a-Perſon 
of ſeventeen years old; is/!made to:{peak words, 
that wouldbetter ſute withi the Age of Thirty; 
laying, It was monſtrous and 1mpoſlible : 'but 
the | Author was fufhciently' windicated- by 
the Lord Viſcount' Fan/tJand; who. made 'the 
following Repartee, 'to One of thefe. FHppererz- 
facks ; £810, /'tis/not altogether {a monſtrous, 
<xnd'1mpollible; for One of Seventeen' Years 
©ro ſpeak'at ſuch:arate;; when Fe that made 
him ſpeak in that manner,and writthe whole 


Play; was Himſelf no Older. © This Impreffion 


a falſe and'art 1mperfect Franſcnpr, the: Ori. 
g1nal Copy being (with the Author) in /zaly ; 


1o that it might rather be call'd the Firſt De- 


ſign, or Foul Draught, than a True Copy: 
1 hs occaſioned a.new, Edition, whe the Pu 
liſher impos'd on it a New Title, that it a 
ſhew as hetle-Affinity as poffible;-to (wharzhe 
calls) its Antr-type 3 filing 7p! ment fe 
 Pallantus wird Eudora, a Tragedy," printed 


- 


fol-- Lond. 1653. To this Edition, 'T 'recom- 


mend the RÞider, retiewbring that'of-Haryial. 
| Tz) Preface. - "3 TP 4 SIL-YMEY 42 T# © ELIE 
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"re Multum crede mihi, refert, a fonte bibatur 
Rue flurt, an pigro gue ſuper unda lac. 


Thomas KILLEGREwW. 
|; A Gentleman well known at Court, having 


been Page of Honour to King Charles the Farlt, 
and Groom of the Bed-chamber to King Charles 
the Second, with whom he endur'd twenty 
Years Exile. en P.- abode beyond Sea, 
he took a view of F [taly, and Sparr; and 
was Honoured by his Majeſty wit\ the Cred1- 
table Employ of Reſident at the State of Ye- 
2:ce, whither he was ſent 1n Auguſt 1651. Du- 
ring his | Abfence from his Country, he dt- 
verted himfelf with the Muſes, writing ſe- 
veral Playes, of which Sir Joh Denham in a 
Jocular way) takes notice in his Copy of Ver- 
ſes on our Author's Return from h1s-Embaſſe 
irom Fenice (Þ). 


Our Reſident Tom, 
From Nenice 2s come, 
Ani hath left the Stateſt man behind him: L 
Talks at the ſame pitch, 
Ts as wiſe, 1s as rich, 
Aud, Juſt where yu left him you fd him 
IL 
But who: ſays he was not 
A man of much Phot - 
, ' May repent that falſe Accu: ation 3 


W plotted and penn 'd AT 
S:x Playsiro attend 
___ Th he Farce of his his Negotiation. T- 


he b) Perbam' 5 Poems p- 70. : 
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Tho' Sir Zobn Denham mentions but{ix, our 
Author writ nine. Plays in his Travells, and 
twoat Zondon;amonglt which his Don T homaſo, 
1n two parts, and his Parſon's Vedding, will al- 
ways be valu'd by the beſt Judges and Admirers 


of Dramatick Poetry. Of theſe Eleven Ng, 
T1 ſhall ſpeak 1n their Order. 


Bellamira her Dream, or Love of Shadows, a 


1663. written in /Wce, and dedicated to the 


Lady Mary LY; iers, Dutcheſs of Richmond and 
Lenox. -:: ' 


Bellamira her Drean, he food, Part, 2 


T ragi-comedy, written inYenice ; ; printed fol. 
Lond: 1663. and dedicated to the TIA Anne 


FYilkers, Counteſs of Eſſex. 


thicika aud Chrinaa, or {.ove uy Arms; 2 Tra 


gi-comedy,'the firſt Part,printed fol. Loud 1663. 


written in Tur, and dedicated to the Lady 
Anne Killers, Coun tels of Morton. 

Cicilia and Clorinda, the ſecond Part, a T'ragt- 
comedy printed fol. Lond.x66 Z written.in Fle- 
rence on/t 16531;and dedicated-to the Lady 
Dorothy Siduey, Counteſs of Sunderl/aud.” The 
firſt Scene between Amaiteo, Lucins,.and Man- 


/148,:4eems eoptediromthe Charafters'of. Apla- 


tidas, Artabes, and Magabiſes, in the Grand 
Cyrus ; fee the Hiſtaxy of- Aglatians and Anc- 


f/tras, Part i. Book 3 


Claracilta, a. Traghromedy, printed Fglio 
Loud. 1663. written 1n Rowe, and dedica 


his Dear Siſter the Lady Shannon; :\On-this 
Plav, and 7he Priſoners, Mr: Car thavrie >hf has 
| writ an 1ngenious Copy of Yerles, ag the 


Wn Reader 


Part, printed fol. Zong. 
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Reader may find among[t his Poems, þ. 258. 
Parſon's Yedding, a Comedy printed. Folio 
Lond. 1663. written at Baſil in Switzerland, 
and dedicated to the Lady Urſula Bariu, Widow. 
'This Play was reviv'd at the Old Theatre, in 
little Z:ncolus-Zun-fields, and acted all by Wo- 
men, a new Prologue and Epilogue, being ſpo- 
ken by Mrs. Marſhal in. Man's Cloaths, which 
the Reader may find printed in Covent-Garden 
Drollery, 80. pag. 3. &c. The Intrigue of Care- 
leſs and #1ld circumventing the Lady 7d, 
and Mrs.Pleaſance into Marriage, 18an Incident 
12 ſeveral Plays, as Ram-Alley, Antiquary, &e. 
but in:none ſo well manag'd as-4p this Play. . - 
.  Ptlerim, a Tragedy printed Fol. Lond.1667. 
written 1n Paris in the Year 1651. and ded1- 
cated: to the Counteſs:of Carnaruan. 
Pranceſs, or Love at firſt ſtzht, aTragi-comedy 
printed Fol. Lond. 1663. written 18 /Vaples,and 
dedicated to his Dear Neece, the Lady Anne 
Wentworth, Wiſe to the Lord Lovelace, 
Priſoners, a Tragi-comedy printed Fol:Loud. 
1663. 'written an Lonuaon, and dedicated to his 
DeariNeece; the Lady Crompton. ; 
. -Thomaſo, or T he Wanaerer, a Comedy in two 
Parts, printed Fol. £d.-1663. and dedicated 
to the Fair and Kind Friends of Prince Pala- 
tine Polexander.- Tn the firſt part of this Play 
the Author has borrow'd - ſeveral Ornaments, 
as the Song ſung by uge/ica Act 2. Sc..z. 15 ta- 
ken from F/etcher's Play call'd The Capfain At. 
He has made uſe of Fer 7obnſon conliderably, 
for not-only the Charatter of Lopas, but even 
the very Words are copied irom Johnſon's Fox, 


where 
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where Fzu/pone perſonates Sroto of Mantua: as 
the Reader will fee by comparing A& 4. Sc. 2. 
of this Play, with that of the Fox, AQ 2. Sc. 2. 
f do net" believe that our Author deſign'd to 
conceal his Theft, ſince he is ſo juſt to acknow- 
tedge a Song againſt Jealouſy, which he bor- 
row'd, and was written by Mr. 7 homas Carew, 
 Cup-bearer to King Charles the Firſt; and ſung 
in a Maſque at Whitehall, An. 1633. This 
© Chorus 7 he) I preſume to make uſe of here, 
© becauſe in the firſt deſign, 'twas writ-at« my 
© requelt, upon a Diſpute held betwixt Mrs. 
© Cicrhia Crofts and my ſelf, where he was pre- 
<tent ; ſhe berng then Maid of Honor : this I 
have fer down, leſt any man ſhould believe 
© me ſo foolith as to ſteal ſuch a Poem from ſo 
©famous an Author; or-ſo va as to 'pretend 
*ro the making of 1t.my ſelf. Certainly there- 
fore, 11 he {crupled to rob Mr. Carew, he 


would much mgre Mr.. Johnſon, whoſe Fame. 
FE. 


as much'exceeded the others, as his Writings 
and Compolitions are better: known» .How- 
ever 1t be, I am ſure he 15 not the:only Poet 
that has. impdihis Wings with Mr. Johnſon's 
Feachers, and: if every: Poet that. borrows, 
knew as well as Mr. X;/egrew how to; diſpoſe 
of it, 'twould certainly be very-excufable.! All 
theſe Plays are printed together in One Volume 
in Foho Zprd. 664. oo of rt 


Six William RILLEGREW, | 


A Gentleman who by his Writings, and ho- 
nourable Station in the - Court (being Vice- 


Chamberlain to rhe Queen Drwogranees well 
nown. 
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known. He 1s the Author of Four Plays,which 
have been applauded (whether ik Jultice 
or no ] leave to. the. Criticks) by Men, who 
have themſelves been reputed Eminent for 
Poetry, as Mr. Waller, Sr. Robert Stapleton, Mr. 
L6dowiek, Carlell, and others : I ſhall therefore 
only acquaint the Reader with their fſeyeral 
Titles, and ſubmit them to his further judg- 
ment. ALS A 

 Ormaſaes, or Love and Friendſhip, a Tragi- 
CRonds.:. FR 
* Pandora, or The Converts, a Comedy. | 
Selmmara, a Tragi-comedy. 
. rS2ege of Utbrn, a_Tragi-comedy, 
All theſe Plays were printed together in Folio, 
Oxon 1666, © be al re 

* There 1s another Play afcrib'd to our Au- 
thor call'd 7 he Imperial Tragedy, printed Fol. 
Lond. 1669. the chief part was taken out of a 
Latine Play, and very much alter d by him 
forihis' own diverfior .But upon the 'Impor- 
tunity: of Friends, the was prevailed with to 
have 1t-pabliſhe-zbut without Name :| becauſe 
many'do' cenſure 'Plays according to their O- 
pinzons.of the Author : The Plot.1s founded on 
the Hiftoty 'of Zeno-the Twelfth Emperor of 
2s ory; $4 after Conſtantine. Several Authors 
have writ his Story, as' Marcelhnus, Caſſiodoras, 
Cralrenus, Evagriths, ZLonoras, Barons, GC. 


A Writer, 11 the Reign of King Charks the 
Firſt, of: a'Play' call'd The Seven Champrons of 
Chyr/tendome + ated at the Cortpre, and at _- 
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Red Bull 'in St. Fohn's Street, with a general 
liking ; 'printed 49. Lond. 1638. and dedicated 
to his much reſpected and worthy Friend Mr. - 


| 


John Waite. This Ploy is written in a mixt 


Hike, and founded on that well known Book-in 
proſe, which bears the ſame Title. See beſides 
Dr. Zeylms Hiſtory of St. George. Vatte 


Ralph KxNever. 

An Author that liv'd about the ſame time 
with the former. He writ a Play call'd Rhogort 
and 7rzs, a Paſtoral, preſented at the. Floriſts 
Feaſt in Norwich, May the Third 1631. printed 
4*. Lond. 1631. and dedicated to the Right 
Worſhipful Mr. Nicholas Bacon of Gillingham 
Eſquire,” Thig Paſtoral 1s commended by Fou r 
Copies of Venles. Toon £3 foil hee, 
x 
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ki 4th #1 32-3 JAS LED 1171 [OY IRHNE Er IE 
- An\Ancient Wrater, orcxather Trandllatgr:in 


the time. of Queen. #/;zÞbeth, who publiſht..a 
Play call'd: Pompey: the Greathis Fair. Cornelia's 
Tragedy; effected by her Father and Husband's 
Down-caſt, Death, and Fortune ; printed. 4.0: 


Lond. 1595. and dedicated ro the Virtyoully 


Noble, and rightly Honour'd,L.ady, the;Coun- 
teſs of Sufſex, This Play is tranſlated from-the 
French, of Robert Garmer, -who.in the:Reigns 
of Charles the Ninth, Henry the Third, and 
Henry the Fourth, was accounted an Exce]- 
lent Poetz tho' 3. Rapin lays, His /T ragedies 


with thoſe of. Rotron, S716, and others of that 


time, are of «mean CharaRter, 'Tis eyidentito 
td any 


_-_ 


— 
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any that have read his Trapedies, which are 
Nine in Number, that he propos'd Seneca for 
| 1s Model, and he was thought in thoſe days 
to have happily ſucceeded in his Deſign. This 
Tranflation 1s writ in blank Verſe, only here 
and there, at the cloſe of a Paragraph (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) the Reader is preſented with a 
Couplet. "The Choras's are writ in ſeveral 
Meaſures of Verſe, and are very fententious. 


| WEEIIIInY 


oe 
John Lacy. 


-- Comedian whoſe Abilities in Action were 
ſufficiently known to all that frequented 
the King's Theatre, where he was for many 
years an AQor, and perform'd all Parts that he 
undertook to a miracle : infomuch that T am 
apt to believe, that as 74s Age never had, fo 
thi uext never will have his Equal, at leaſt 
not his Superiour. He was 10 well approv'd 
of by King Charles the Second, an undeni- 
able ſudge in Dramatick Arts,. that he caus'd 
his Picture to be 'drawn, in three ſeveral 
Figutes in the ſame Table. v/z. That of 7 eague 
in the Committee, Mr. Scruple in The Cheats, 
and M. Galhard, 1n The Yariety : which piece 
3s {ſtill in being 1n 7/7ndſor-Cafile. Nor did his 
Talent wholly Ty in Acting, he knew-both how 
to judge and write'Plays : and 1f his Comedies 

are ſomewhat allied ro French Farce, 'tis out 
_ of choice, rather than want of Ability co write 
true 
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true Comedy. We have 'Three Plays extant 
under his Name, 9423. it 

Dumb Lady, or The Firriar made Phy/itian, 
a Comedy acted at the 'Theatre-Royal; printed 
49. Lond.1672. and dedicated to the High-born 
and moſt Hopeful Prince, Charles, Lord Lim- 
rick, and Earl of Southampton. "This Play is 
founded on a Comedy of Mo/lere's call'd Le 
Medecin maſere Iuy. Tf the Reader will take 
the pains to compare them together, he will 
ealtly {ce that our Author hag much improy'd 
the French Play. 

Old Troop, or «Monſieur Ragoni, 2 Comedy 
acted at the Theatre-Royal; printed 49. Lond. 
1672. and dedicated to the young Prince Gearge 
Third Son to the Dutcheſs-of Cleveland. I fau- 
cy by the ſtile, this Play likewiſe ts founded on 
Giie French Original, tho' my imall Acquain- 
tance with French Poets makes mie ſpeak only 
on Conjeure. Both theſe Plays were a&ted 
with univerſal Applauſe. | 

Sir Hercules Buffoon, or The Poetical Squire, 
2 Comedy adted at the Duke's 'Thearre, and 
printed 49. Lond.1684. This Play was brought 
upon the Stage, and publiſht after the Author's 
Deceaſe, the Prologue was writ by Mr.Durfey, 
the Epilogue by Fo. HZeyns the Comedian, and 
beth ſpoken by the later. Iknow not how this 
Play ſucceeded on the Theatre, but I am con- 
fident had the Author been alive to have grac'd 
it with 47s Aftion, it could 'not have fail'd of 
Applauſe. This Mr. - Darfey has obſery'd' in 


the beginning of his Prologue z 
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Ze Scribling Fops, (cry mercy if 7 wrong ye) 
But withoue e's FA woo” +: x" 44M 
Know, that fam'd Lacy, Ornament v'th' Stage 
T hat Standard of true Comeay in our Ape, 
Wrote this New Play : | 
And if it takes not, all that we can ſay on't, 
Ts, we've his Fiddle, not his Hands to play ont. 


John LEanasp. - 


A confident Plagiary, whom I diſdain to ſtile 
an Author : One, who tho' he would be efteem'd 
the Father, 1s at beſt but the Midwife to the 
Labour of others; I mean thoſe Two Drama- 
tick Pieces, which go under his Name. TI know 
not how they were receiv'd on the Stage, but 
F am ſure the Author deſerv'd (tho' the Plays 
mrght not) to be damn'd. for his vain;glorzous 
Flumour of re-printing another Man's Play, un- 
der his own Name, as he has done Mr, Brewer's 
Country Girl, under the Title of 

Country [unoceunce, or The Chamber-maid 
turn'd Quaker, a Comedy acted at the, Theatre 
Royal, printed 49. Lond. 1677. and dedicated 
to his Honour'd Friend Sr. Francis Fimchman. 
Whether his Patrons InſtruQtions (*) razs'd him 
to that height of prefumption as to publiſh ano- 
ther man's Play as his own, 1 oc; not to 
judge :/but 1 am ſure he has ſufficiently made 
appear to the World that he is One of thoſe 
Aurthorshe ſpeaks of, whoſe Arrogance and 7m- 
pudence are their chief dependency. Had our Au- 
thor been as well acquainted with Aartial, as 


- "" 


(c) Epiſtle Dedicatery. 


he 
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he pretends to he with ZZomer, he would have 
weigh'd his Opinion before he had made any 


progreſſion as he calls it 1n his Thetts. (*) 


Mutare dominum nou potelt hber notas.----- 
Alena quiſquis recitat, gy petit famain ; 
Nom emere Librum, ſed ſilentium debet. 


Rambling Juſtice, or The Fealons Husbands, 
with the Humours of Sir 70h 7 wiford, a Cor 
medy aCcted at the Theatre-Royal ; printed 40. 
Lond. 1680. A great part of it is ſtoln from a 
Comedy of Mziddleton's call'd More Difſemblers 
beſides omen. As the Scene between Sir Gene- 
rall Amorous and Bramble AQ 2. Sc. 1. is ſtoln 
from the Scene between Zadtantio and Dondolbe. 


AR 3. Sc.1. Perulant Eaſy diſguis'd like bi 1 
in's 


1n the ſame AQ, 1s borrow'd from Atrelia' 
Diſguiſe in Mzddleron's Play, A 4. Sc. 1. The 
Scene between Bramble and the Gip/tes is ſtoln 
from the ſame Play; but ſince our Author is 
forc'd to ſtrole like One of zhat Tribe for a 
Livelihood, with the Ilue of other Men's 


Brains, I leave him to his hard Stars : tho” 


offibly C:p/y-Ike , he begs with ſtoln Chil- 
res har he may raiſe the more Compaſllton. 


'_ Nathaniel Lzz. 
An Author whole Plays have made him ſuf- 


fciently remarkable to thoſe who call: them- 


ſelves 7he ts ;.and One whoſe Muſe deſerv'd 
a better Fate than Zea/am. How truly he has 
veritied the Saying of the Philoſopher, Nullun 


\ (9) Lib.t. Epigr. 67. ESI a4 p 
7 
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fit Magnum Tngenium ſine mixtura dementig ; 
even to the Regret and Pity of all thar kne 

him, is manifeſt: T heartily wiſh his Madneſs 
had not exceeded that Divine Fury which Ovid 
mentions, and which uſually accompanies the 
beſt Poet ; I 


Eft Deus m nobis agitante caleſcimus 1/6. 


But alas ! his Condition is far worſe, as it has 
been deſcrib'd 1n a Satyr on the Modern Poets. 


There (*), in a Den remov'd from human Eyes 
Poſſeſt with Muſe, the Brain-/ick-Poet lyes, 
Too miſerably wretched to be nam'd ; a 
For Plays, Air Heroes, and for Paſſion fam'd. 
T houghtleſs he raves has ſleepleſs Hours away, 
1n Chams all Nights, in darkneſs all the Day. 
And if he gets ſome mtervals from pain, 

The Fit returns ; he foams,and bites his Chain, 
Hts Eye-balls rowl, and he grows mad again. 


However, before this misfortune befel him, 
he writ ſeveral Dramatical Pieces, which gave 
him a Title to the Firſt Rank of Poets ; there 
being ſeveral of his Tragedies, as Mithriaates, 
Theodoſtas, &c. which have forc'd Tears from 
the faireſt Eyes in the World: his Mule indeed 
ſeem'd deſtin'd for the Diverſion of the Fair 
Sex; ſo ſoft and pallionately moying, are his 
Scenes of Love written. He has publiſht E- 
leven Plays, belides thoſe two, 1n which he 
Joyn'd with Mr.Dryden (and of which we have 
already ſpoken ) 922. 

Czſar Borgia, Son to Pope Alexander the VI. 
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a Tragedy acted at the Duke's Theatre, by 
their Royal-Highneſles Servants ; printed 4o. 
Lond. 1680. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Ph:/zp Earl of Pembroke and Monteo- 


mery. For the Plot, tee Writers of thole times, 


as Cmicciaraine, I. 5,6. Mariana L. 27, 28. Sr. 
Paul Ricaut's Continuation of Platima, in the 
Reign of Pope Alexander the VI. 


Conſtantine the Great, a Tragedy acted at the 
Theatre-Royal by theygr Majeſties Servants ; 
printed 49. Lond. 1684. Many are the Authors 
that have writ the Altions of this Tlluſtrious 
Emperor, as Socrates, Sozomen, Fuſebins, Zo- 
naras, Futropins, <6 /ooe" Faronis,gyc. The 
Story of Criſpus and Fauſta, 1s particularly re- 
lated (as I think) in Ammianus Marcellinus : 
See belides Peard's Theatre of 'God's Judge- 
ments, Ch. 13. ÞP. 22F. 

Gloriana, the Court of Auguſtus Cziar, a 
Tragedy in Heroick Verſe, acted at the Thea- 
tre-Royal by their Majeſties Servants, printed 
49. Lond. 1676. and dedicated to her Grace the 


- Dutcheſs of Porz/mouth. The Plot I take to 


be rather founded on Romance than Hiſtory, 
as the Reader will tind by comparing the Play 
with the Romance of Cleopatra, 1n the ſeveral] 
Stories of Cafario, Marcellus and Julia ; Part 
r.Book 3. Part 5. Book 3. Ov:d, Cypaſhis and Ju- 
lia, Part 5. Book 3. ﬀ A Modern Poet, 1n a Satyr 
writ in Imitation of Sir John Suck/ing's Seſſion 
of the Poets, writes thus of our Author and 
this Play (t): 


» 'q t ) Robe ſter”s Poems, Pel 11s 


Nat 
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Nat Lee /tept in next, in hopes of a Prize, 
Apollo remember d he had bit Once m Thrice ; 
By the Rnbtes mn 's Face, he could not deny, 
But he had as much Wit,as Wine could ſupply; 
Confeſt that indeed he had a Muſical Note, 
But ſometimes ftrain'd ſo hard, that it rattled 
7 th Throat ; 
Tet own'd he had Senle,t encourage him for 't, 
Fe made him 75 Ovid mm Avuguſtus's Coart. 


Lnucins Tunns Brutus, Father of his Country, 
a Tragedy, acted at the Duke's Theatre, by 
their Royal Highneſles Servants ; printed 45. 
£.ond. 1681. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Char/es, Earl of Dorſet and eMidale- 
jex. This Play well delſerv'd fo great a Patron 
as his Lordſhip, few Plays that I know, being 
writ with more Manly Spirit, Force and V1- 
gour, For the Plot our Author has partly 
follow'd Hiſtory, partly Romance : For Hi- 
ſtory, conſult Florns Lbs Ch.9,10. Lwy Lib. 
1. Dionyſius Hallicarnaſſeus, Eutropins, Sextus 
Rufus, Oreftas, fyc. For Fiftion, read in the 
Romance called C/z/ia, The Hiſtory of Funzrs 
Brutus, Part 2. Book I. p. 170. Part 3. Book 7. 
P. 2.29. 

«Maſſacre of Paris, a Tragedy ated at the 
Theatre-Royal, by their Majeſties Servants, 
printed 49. Lond. 1690. This Play 1s founded 
on that Bloody Maſlacre which was ated on 
St. Bartholomew Day, 1n the Year 1572. For 
the Story; conſult 7huanus, Davila, Lib. 5. 
Pierre Matthien, or, (as fome ſay) Monliard his 
Conttnuation of De Serres, Mexeray and other 

A 2: ,- tHt> 
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Hiſtorians 1n the Reign of Charles the IX. Se- 


veral paſlages 1n the Duke of Gu:ſe, are bor- 
row'd from this Play, as the Reader may find 
by comparing p. 6. of the former, with p. 4. of 
x = pig ; P-L1.with p. 5. p. 13. with p. 5. and 
, Cc. 
 eHMuhriuaates King of Pontus, a Tragedy,ated 
at the 'Theatre-Royal, by their Majeſties Ser- 
vants; printed 4». Lond. 1678. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Charles Earl of Dor- 


ſet and Middleſex. This Play may be reckon'd 


amoneglt thoſe of the Firſt-Rank, and will al- 
ways be a Favourite of the Tender-hearted 


Ladies. It 1s founded on Hiſtory : See 4p- 
 pian de Bell. Mithrid. Florus l.3.c.5. Pell. Pater- 


calas, 1.2. Plutarch 1n the Lives of Scylla, Lu- 
cullus and Pompey, gc. 
Nero Emperor of Rome his Trageay, afted at 
the Theatre-Royal by his Majeſties Servants ; 
printed 4% Zond. 1675. and dedicated to the 
Right Honble the Earl of Rocheſter. This Play 1s 
writ in a mixt Stile, part 1n Proſe,part in Rime, 
and part 1n Blank Verſe. For the Plot, conſult 
Suetonins 1n his Life; Aurelins Vitor ; Tacitus 
Aun. lib. 13,14, (c. Sulpicins Severus, 
Princeſs of Cleve, a Tragi-comedy, ated at 
the Queen's Theatre 1n Dorſet Garaen; printed 
4.9. Lond. 1689. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Charles Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex, 
Lord Chamberlain of his preſent Majeſty's 
Houſhold, and one of his Majeilties moſt Ho- 
nourable Privy Council. This Play 1s found- 
ed on a Romance call'd The Princeſs of Cleves, 
tranſlated from the French. "The Invettive 
againſt 


ans 
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2gain{t Women, ſpoken by Po/rrof AQ 5. Sc. x. 
15 printed 1n ſeveral Books of Poetry, and may 
be read 1n a Romance call'd 7 he French Rogue, 
30, ch. 21.P. 132. The Author tells his Patron, 
(e) 7 hat the Duke of Guiſe has wreſted two 
Scenes from the Origmal ; but which they axe 
T have not time to enquire. 

Rival Queens, or T he Death of Alexander 7he 
Great, a Tragedy acted at the Theatre-Royal, 
by therr Majeſties Servants, printed Zond.1677. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable 7ohr., 
Farl of Mulgrave. This Play has always been 
applauded by the SpeCators, and 1s acknow- 
ledgd a Maſter-piece by Mr. Dryden himiell, in 
that Copy of Verſes prefix'd to it, which are a 
ſufficient Teſtimony of 1ts worth. The Pro- 
logue was written by Sir Car Scrogp. For the 
Plot, as far as the Author has follow'd Hiſtory, 
conſult Arrian; 9. Cartius ; Plutarch's Lite of 
Alexander ; Tuſtin hib. 11, 12. Didorus Siculus, 
lb. 17. & 18. Foſephus lib. 11. cap. 8. 

Sephonitsba, or Hannibals Overthrow, a Tra- 
gedy, acted at the Theatre-Royal, by their Ma- 
Jeſties Servants ; printed 4o. Lond.1676. and de- 
dicated to her Grac2 the Dutcheſs of Porzf- 
mouth, This Play 1s writ 1n Heroick Verſe, 
and hath always appear'd on the Stage with 
applauſe ; eſpecially from the Female Sex : and 
Envy it ſelf muſt acknowledge, That the Pal- 
ſton between Maſſani//a, and Sophonisba, 18 well 
expreſs't; tho' Hannibal and Scrpio's Parts fall 
fomewhat ſhort of the Characters given them 
by Hiſtorians; as the Ingemious and Sharp Lord 
(8) Epiſt, Dcd, | 


A 3 Ro- 
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Rocheſter has obſerv'd, in his Alluſion to Zo- 
race's Tenth Satyr of the Firll Book ; 


When Lee makes temperate Scipio, fret and 


ave ; 
And Hannibal, 2 whining Amoronus Slave, 
T langh,and wiſh the Hot-bram d Fuſtian- Fool, 
7u Busby's Fands to be well laſht at School. 


As our Author has taken the Liberty 1n ſe- 
veral PJays to follow Romances, 1ſo poſhtbly he 
purpoſely err'd with: the late Earl of Orrery, 
who in his firſt Part of Partheni/a, has repre- 
ſented the Warlike Hannibal as much in Love 
with 7zadora, as Mr. Lee has deſcrib'd him 


paſlionate of Roſulinda $ Char ms. Many Hiſto- 


r1ans hav e wrt the ACtions or theſe Great Men: 
ſee Corneiius Nepos his Life of Flannibal ; Plu- 
zarch's Lite of S670 5 and that of Hannibal, fa- 
ther'd on him, tho' ſuppos'd to be writ by Do- 
watus Acciajolus : Loy Nec. 3. Lib.1.&c. Forus 
Eib. 2.C; 6. TUE Oroſtas,  odirus Polybius, 
Appian, © f. Thoſe who underſtand 1talian, 
may af the Story of Maſſanif/a, and S1pho- 


2isha, very neatly deſcrib'd by the Excellent 


Pen of Petrar ch, Te his 7/ Trunfo d” Amore,C.2. 

T heodo/ias, or The Force of Love, a Tragedy 
acted by their Royal-Highnels's Servants, at the 
Duke's Theatre ; printed 40. Lond. 1680. and 
dedicated to her G race, the Dutcheſs of Rich- 
mond. The Paſhons are extreamly well drawn 
in this Play, and 1t-met with 1ts deſery'd Ap- 
plaule ; 8, our Author has ſaid with as much 
Truth as Modeſty (* ), That ſuch. Characters 


(iz) Eviſt, Di; Cal, 


Evory 


t For 
T6? , 
wa A , 4 » p® 
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Every Dawber cannot draw. This Play is found- 
ed on a Romance call d Pharamond, tranſlated 
from the French of Mr. Calpranede. See the Hi- 
ſtory of Yarannes, Part 3. Book 3. p. 282. Of 
Martian. Part 7. Book 1. p. 207. Of Theodoſens 
Part 7. Book 3; p. 256.  * 

I know nothing elſe that our Author has in 
Print; and therefore I ſhall conclude with that 
juit Commendation given him and Mr. Otway, 
by Mr. Zvehyn, in his Imitation of Ovid's Elegy 
ad Tnvidos (i). 


When the aſpiring Grecian (*) in the Eaſt, 
And haughty Philip (!) zs forgot m the Weſt, 
T hen T.ce and Otway's Works ſhall be ſuppreſt. 


John LiLLy. 


An Ancient Writer, living in the Reign of 
Queen Ehzabeth : he was a Kentiſh Man, and 
in his younger Years brought up 1n St. «Mary 
Mazaalen Colledge in Oxon. where 1n the Year 
1575. he took his Maſter of Arts Degree. He 
was a very cloſe Student, and much addiQed to 
Poetry; a Proof of which he has given the 
World in Nine Plays, he has bequeath'd to Po- 
Iterity, and which 1n that Age, were well e- 
fteem'd both by the Court and the Univerſity. 
He was One of the firſt Writers, that in thoſe 
Days attempted to reform our Language, and 
purge 1t from obſolete Expreſſions, Mr. Þ lount,a 
Gentleman,who has made himſe]f known to the 


(1) [aie*s Collection or Poems, 8*. m__ (k) He alludes to 
The Ktval Sueens., (1) To Don Carlos, 
R 4 World, 
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World, by the ſeveral Pieces of his own Wri- 
ting, (as Fore Subſectue, his Microcoſmography, 
or.) and who ppbliſht ſix of theſe Plays; in his 


"Title-page ſtiles him, The only Rare Poet of 


that Time, The Witty, Comical, Facetiouſly- 
Quick, and Unparalell'd John Lifly. 

"Tis not to be expected that I ſhonld any 
where trace this Author, if the Character Mr. 
Blount gives of him in his Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
be true; © Thar he fat at 4poHos Table ; that 
© Apollo gave him a Wreath of his own Bayes, 
* without Snatching; and that the Zyre he 
*play'd on, had no borrow'd Strings. The Rea- 
der therefore 1s only to expect a ſhort Account 
of his Titles Alphabetically. 

Alexander and Campaſpe, a Tragical-Comedy 
play'd before the Queens Majeſty, on 7 welfzh- 
aay at Night, by her Majeſties Children, and 
the Children of Paxl's, and afterwards at the 
Black-fryars ; printed 129. Lond. 1632. The 
Story of Alexanaer's beltowing Campaſpe on the 
Enamour'd Ape/es, 1s related by Pliny in his 
his Natural Hiſtory, Lib. 35. L.10. 

Endymiqn,a Comedy preſented before Queen 
Elizabeth, by the Children of her Majeſties 


Chappel, and the Children of Paxl's ; printed 


129, Lond. 1632. For the Story of Endimion's 


| being belov'd by the Mow, with Comments 


upon it, may be met with 1n moſt of the Hy- 
thologifts : See Lucian's Dialogues between /e- 
us and the Moon ; Natalis Comes, Lib. 4.C8. 
Hygini Poeticon Aſtronomicon ; Fulgenti: My- 
thologia ; Galtruchins's Hiſtory of the Heathen 
Gods, Lib. 1. C. 9. M. Gombanld has writ a Ro- 
— —— mance, 
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mance, call'd Enaymzon, tranſlated in Engliſh, 
printed Octavo 1639. £6 

Galathea, a Comedy play'd before the Queens 
Majeſty at Greenwich, on New-Tears Day at 
Night, by the Children of Paul's ; printed 120. 
Lond. 1632. In the Characters of Galathea and 
Phillian, the Poet has copy'd the Story of 7phis 
and 7anthe, which the Reader may find at large 
in Owid's eMetamorpheſis, ] 1b.g.Cap.12. 

Love's Metamorphyſis, a Witty and Courtly 
Paſtoral, firſt play'd by the Children of Paul's, 
and now by the Children of the Chappel ; 
printed 49. Lond. 1601. 

Maid s Metamorphoſis, a Comedy, ſundry 
times acted by the Children of Pauls; printed 
4%. Lond. 1600. The firſt AC 1s wholly writ 
in Verſe, and fo 1s the greateſt part of the 
Play. 

Mother Fombie, a Pleaſant Conceited Co- 
medy, ſundry times play'd by the Children of 
Paul's ; printed 129. Lond.1632. 

Myaas, a Comedy, play'd before the Queens 
Majefty upon 7welf7h-day at Night; printed 
129. L,0ud.1632. For the Story, lee Ovid's Me- 
tamorphoſts, Lib. 11. Fab.4. Natalis Comes, Lib. 
9. Cap.15. Galtruchias, Book 2. Ch.y. Apuleins 
has writ the Story art large 1n his Aureus A/t- 
15S, (YC. 

Sapho and Phao, a Comedy, play'd betore the 
Queens Majelty on Shrove-T ueſday, by her Ma- 
jeſties Children,and the Children of Paul's, and 
afterwards at the Z/ack-fryars ; printed 120. 
Lond. 1632. This Story the Reader may learn 
from Ovid's Epiltle of Sapho, to Phan, Ep - 
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FH o5man in the Hoon, a Comedy, preſented be- 


tore Her Highneſs, printed 40. Lond. 1667. 
 Stxof thele Plays, vis. Alexander and Cam- 
paſpe, Enaymion, Galathea, Mother Bombie, My- 


aas, Sapho and Phao, are printed together,under 
the Title of Six Court Comedies, 129% Lond. 
1632.and dedicated by the above mention'd Mr. 
Blount, to the Right Honourable Richard Lum- 
ter, Viſcount Lumley of Waterford. The other 
three. are printed ſingle in 4%. By which ut 
appears how much Mr.Ph:/ps (®) and his Tran- 
icriber Mr. #/7nftankey (®) are miſtaken, in af- 
arming, "That all Mr. Zz4y's Plays are printed 


together in a Volume : Nor are they leſs miſta- 


| ken 1n aſcribing to him a Play call'd Yarnmg 
for fair Women, it being writ by an Anonymons 


Authar. 

E preſume our Author may have other Pieces 
18 print, tho' T have not been ſo happy to ſee 
them: Mr. Blount ivems to mention a Book ſt1- 
ted Zzphues, (0) © Our Nation (ſays he) are in 
© his Debt for a new Z2g/;ſþ which he taught 
them; Zuphauecs and his England began firlt, 
*that Language : All our Ladies were then his 
©Schollars ; and that Beauty in Court, which 
©could not Parley Eupheiſme, was as little re- 


© xarded, as She which now there, ſpeaks not 
© French. 


Pl 


Thomas LopDGr. 


A Door of Phyſick in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth; who was not ſo entirely devoted to 


OE TEIN TOURED 


(m)Pag.113. (n , Page 97+ (o) Epiſtle 0 the Reader. 
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e/E/culapins, but that during his Reſidence in 
the Univerſity of Cambridge, he ſometimes la- 
crificed to Apollo, and the Nine Szters. Mr. 
Philips ſays (?), That he was One of the Wri- 
*ters of thoſe pretty old Paſtoral Songs and 
© Madrigals, which were very much the Strain 
*of thote Times. But 'tis not in Zyrick Poe- 
try alone that he exercis'd his Pen, but ſome- 
times he exercis'd it in Pramatick ikewile, 1n 
which way he has publiſh two Pieces, v2. 
Looking-Glaſs for L.ondon and England, a 
Tragt-comedy, printed 40. Lond. 1598. 1n an 
old Black-Letter. In this Play our Author 
was allifted by Mr. Robert Green, of whom we 
have given an Account p. 241. This Drama 
1s founded on Holy Hr:7, being the Hiſtory of 
Zonas and the Nmeurtes, formd into a Play. 
{ ſuppoſe they chole this Subject 1n Imitation 
of others who had writ Dramas on Sacred Sub- 
Jets long before them; as Ezekzel, a Jewiſh 
Dramatick Poet, writ the Deliverance of the 
{ſraelites out of Egypt ;. Gregory Nazianzen, Or 
as ſome ſay, Apollinaris of Laodicea, writ the 
Tragedy of Chr/t's Paſſion : as I learn from 
the Learned Yo//rus (4). To theſe TI might add 
Huzo Grotins, 7 hecdore Beza, Petauins, gc. all 
which have built upon the Foundation of Sa- 
cred Hiſtory. | 
Wound's of Civil Yar, lively ſet forth 1n the 
true Tragedies of Marius and SiHa, publickly 
play'd in London, by the Right Honourable the 
Lord High Admiral his Servants ; printed 4. 
Lond. 1594. For the Plot, conſult Platarch 1n 
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the Laves of Marins and Silla ; Pellerns Pater- 
cans, L.tb.2. Saluft. de Bell Jugurth. T.Livins, 
Ltb.66. Prev. Florus, Lib. 3. C. 2. Aarelins V1- 
tor ; Entropins, oc. 

This Author (as Mr. Yinfanky ſays) (')was 
an Eminent Writer of Paſtoral Songs, Odes, 
and Madrigals ; of which he cites a'pretty Son- 
net, which 1s ſaid to be of his Compoſure : 
and he has tranſcrib's another in ocails of Ro- 


falinde, out of his Enuphnes's Golden-Legacy. 


This Book I never ſaw; and know nothing 
exe of our Author's Writing, except a Treatiſe 
of the Plague, printed 49 Lond. 1600. As to 
the Plays afſcrib'd to him by Mr. Phz/;ps and 
Mr. #"mnftanley, in which he ts made an Aflo- 
clate with Mr. Robert Green, | have already 
thewed their miſtake in the Account of that 
Author, to which I refer the Reader. 


Sr Willam LowER. 


A Gentleman that l11v'd in the Reign of King 


Charles the Firſt, who during the heat of our 
Civil Wars, took Sanftuary in Holland, where 
in peace and privacy he enjoy'd the Society of 
the Muſes. He was a great Admirer of the 
French Poets, and beſtowed ſome times and 
pains in drefling ſome Plays in an Znghſh 
Garb : beſides what, he has writ himſelf 10 his 
Mother-Tongue. So that we are obliged to 
him for fix Plays, viz. _ | 
Amorous Phantaſm, a Tragi-comedy printed 
2t the Hague 129. 1658. and dedicated to her 


105 
(r} Pag. 72, 


Highneſs 


Hague 120. 1658. 

Horatins, a Roman I ragedy; printed 49. 
Lond.1656. This Play 1s Tranſlated from the 
French of Mr. Corneille ; and as 1t 1s the firſt 
Verſion we had of that Admurable Play, I think 
1t ought to be excuſed, it 1t come ſhort of the 
Excellent Tranſlation of Mr. Co7ton, and the 
Incomparable Orzmaa. For the Story, conſult 
Livy, Lib.1. Florus, Lab.i. C.3. Diony/ras Hal- 
licarnaſſens, Caſfiudorus, 9c. Us 

Noble Ingratitude, a Paſtoral Tragi-comedy, 
printed at the /Zague 12%. 1658. and dedicated 
to Her Majeſty the Queen of Bohemia. Our 
Author 1s fully perſwaded, that this (f) Play 1s 
in the Original One of the beſt Dramatick 
Pieces, that has been preſented on the French 
Stage : and undoubtedly M. Quzmanlt 1s an Ex- 
cellent Poet, notwithſtanding the Raylery of 
the Sharp-watted Yozlear (*). 


$1 je penſe exprimer un Auteur ſans defanl!, 


La Raiſon dit Yirgile, o& la Rime Quinault, 


Phenix in her Flames, a Tragedy,printed 4. 
Lond. 1639. and dedicated to the; Right Wor- 
ſhipful, his moſt Honoured Couſin, Thomas 
Lower Eſquire. This Play was written before 
our Author was Knighted, and 1 take it to be 
the firſt he writ. 07 
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the Laves of Maris and Silla; Pellets Pater- 
calns, Ltb.2. Saluſt. de Bello Zugarth. T.Livinss 
Ltb.66. Prev. Florus, Lib. 2. C. 2. Aarelins V1i- 
Stor ; Entropins, (vc. 

This Author (as Mr. Ynflantey fays) (')was 
an Eminent Writer of Paſtoral Songs, Odes, 
and Madrigals ; of which he cites a'pretty Son- 
net, which 1s ſaid to be of his Compoſure : 
and he has tranſcrib'd another 1n praiſe of Ro- 


falnde, out of his Enphncs's Golden-Legacy. 


'Thts Book I never ſaw; and know nothing 
eHe of our Author's Writing, except a Treatiſe 
of the Plague, printed 4% Lond. 1600. As to 
the Plays aſcrib'd to him by Mr. Ph:/ips and 
Mr. Yinftanley, in which he is made an Aflo- 
clate with Mr. Robert Green, | have already 
thewed their miſtake in the Account of that 
Author, to which I refer the Reader. 


Sr Willam LowER. 


A Gentleman that 11v'd in the Reign of King 


Charles the Firſt, who during the heat of our 
Civil Wars, took Sanctuary in Holland, where 
in peace aud privacy he enjoy'd the Soctety of 
the Muſes, He was a great Admirer of the 
French Poets, and beſtowed ſome times and 
pains 1n drefling ſome Plays in an Enghſh 
Garb : befides what, he has writ himſelf 1n his 
Mother-Tongue. So that we are obliged to 
kim for fix Plays, v2. 

Amorons Phantaſm, a Tragi-comedy printed 
at the Hague 129. 1658. and dedicated to her 
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Highnels The Princeſs Royal. This. Play is 
tranſlated from the French of M. Qumanit's Le 
Fantome Amoureux, which appear'd with ſuc- 
cels on the French Stage. bes 
Enchanted Lovers, a Paſtoral; printed at the 
Hague 120. 1658. | 
Foratins, a Roman Tragedy; printed 49. 
Lond.1656. This Play is Tranſlated from the 
French of Mr. Corneille ; and as it 1s the firſt 
Verſion we had of that Adnurable Play, I think 
1t ought to be excuſed, it 1t come ſhort of the 
Excellent Tranſlation of Mr. Co77on, and the 
Incomparable Ormmda. For the Story, conſult 
Livy, Lib.i. Florus, Laib.i. C.3. Diny/ins Hal- 
licarnaſſens, Caſſiodorus, fx. 1 
Noble Tngratitude, a Paſtoral Tragi-comedy, 
printed at the /Zague 12%. 1658. and dedicated 
to Her Majeſty the Queen of Fohemra. Our 
Author 1s fully perſwaded, that this ({) Play 1s 
in the Original One of the beſt Dramatick 
Pieces, that has been preſented on the French 
Stage : and undoubtedly M. Qzuzmanlt 1s an Ex- 
cellent Poet, notwithſtanding the. RaHlery of 
the Sharp-witted ZYozlear (*). 


. 


H2 ze penſe exprimer un Autenr ſans default, 


La Raiſon ait Virgile, & la Rime Quinault. 


Phenix in her Flames, a Tragedy,printed 4s. 
Lond. 1639. and dedicated to the; Right Wor- 
ſhipful, his moſt Honoured Couſin, Thomas 
Lower Eſquire. This Play was written before 
our Author was Knighted, and 1 take it to be 
the firſt he writ. TOR IEAA 
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Polyentes, a Tragedy; printed 4o. £ond. 
T1655. For the true Story, conſult Coeffetear 
Hift. Rom. Surins de Vitts Sanfforum. As to 
the Incidents of the Dream of Pau/ina,the Love 
of Severus, the Effeftual Baptiſm of Polyenes, 
the Sacrifice for the Emperours Victory, the 
Dignity of Fe/zx, the Death of Nearchas, the 
Converſion of Fel:x and Panlina, they are all of 
them the Author's Invention. 

Three of theſe Plays ; viz. Amorous Phan- 
ftaſm, Enchanted Lovers, Noble Ingratituge, 
were printed together at the Hague, during the 
Author's Exile; and at His Majelty's Return, 
the Remainder of the Copies were purchas'd 
by Mr. X7r4man, who printed new Titles in the 

ear 1661. | 


Thomas LuPoX. 


I am able-to recover nothing of this Author, 
either.as to the time of his ,Birth, the Place 
where he |1y'd, or any thing he writ, beſides 
a Tragedy mention'd in former Catalogues, 


called 


All for Money, which I never ſaw. 


— * a 
tt ——_ 4 q : rC———— 


Lewis Macnin. 
A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Martyr; the Author of a ſin- 
gle Flay. called. 
Dumb Knight, an Hiſtorical Comedy, a&ted 
ſun. 
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ſundry times by the Children of his Majeſties 
Revels ; printed 49. Zong. 1633. Our Author 
has borrow'd ſeveral Incidents from Novels; 
as the Story of Mariana her Swearing Prince 
Philocles to be Dumb, *A&t 2. 1s borrow'd from 
Bandello's Novells, as I have read the Story, 
tranſlated by Belleforeſt Tom.1. Nov.13. The 
ſame Incident 1s in a Play, called The Queen, 
or The Excellency of her Sex. Alfonfos' Cuck- 
olding Prate the Oratovur, Act 3.and the latter 
appearing before the Council, and pleading in 
Alfonſo's Cloathes, whilſt he 1s brought before 
the King 1n the Orator's Habit, Att 's. 1s botr- 
row'd ( as I remember ) from another of a: 
dello's Novels ; and the Enghſh Reader may 
meet with the ſame Story in 7he Complaiſant 
Companion, octayo p. 246. RE 


John MaAIDWPL. 


An Ingemious Perſon, ſtill 1iving ( as T ſup- 
poſe) in London; where fome time ago he'un- 
dertook the Care and Tuition of young Gentle- 
men, and kept a Private School ; during which 
Employment, bef1des ſome other Performances, 
(with which he has obliged the 'WorldYhe has 
borrow 'd ſo much'time as to'write a Play,ſtiled 

Lovmg Fnemies, a Comedy acted at his 
Highnefs the Duke of 74's Theatre; prift- 
ed 4». Lond. 1680. and dedicated to the 'Ho- 
nourable Charles Fox Elquire. The part of 
Crrcumſtantio, ſeems to'me to reſetnble the Hu- 
mor of Sir Formal Trifte ; eſpecially "the De- 
icription of the Magpres ſucking a"Her's Egg, 

Act 
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Polyenttes, a Tragedy; printed 4o. Lond, 
1655. For the true Story, conſult Coefferear 
Hiſt. Rom. Surins de Yitts Sandforum. As to 
the Incidents of the Dream of Pau/mna,the Love 
of Severus, the Effectual Baptiſm of Polyendes, 
the Sacrifice for the Emperours Victory, the 
Digmty of Fe/zx, the Death of Nearchas, the 
Converſion of Fehx and Panlma, they are all of 
them the Author's Invention. 

Three of theſe Plays; vis. Amorous Phan- 
taſm, Enchanted Lovers, Noble Ingratitude, 


were printed together at the Fague, during the 


Author's Exile; and at His Majelty's Return, 

the Remainder of the Copies were purchas'd 

by Mr. X7r4man, who printed new Titles in the 
ear 1661. | 


Thomas LuPoN. 


I am able to recover nothing of this Author, 
either.as to the time of his Birth, the Place 
where he liy'd, or any thing he writ, beſides 
a Tragedy mention'd jn former Catalogues, 
called 

All for Money, which I never ſaw. 


_Y * —_ 4 


A een that liv'd in the Reign of King 


' A Charles the Martyr; the Author of a fin- 
ple Play, called 


Dumb Knight, an Hiſtorical Comedy, acted 


ſun. 
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ſundry times by the Children of his Majelties 
Revels ; printed 49. Zong. 1633. Our Author 
has borrow'd ſeveral Incidents from Novels; 
as the Story of Mariana her Swearing Prince 
Philocles to be Dumb, *AC 2. 1s borrow'd from 
Bandello's Novells, as I have read the Story, 
_ tranſlated by PBelleforeſt Tom. 1. Nov.13. The 
ſame Incident 1s 1n a Play, called 7he Queen, 
or The Excellency of her Sex. Alfonſos' Cuck- 
olding Prate the Oratour, AC 3.and the latter 
= pPrartng before the Council, and pleading 1n 
Alfonſo's Cloathes, whilſt he 1s brought before 
the King 1n the Orator's Habit, Act's. 1s bor- 
row'd ( as I remember ) from another of Yan 
dello's Novels ; and the Enghfſh Reader may 
meet with the ſame Story in 7he Complaiſant 
Companion, octavo p. 246. LEES 


John MaiDwzri. 


An Ingemious Perſon, ſtill I:ving ( as'T ſup- 
poſe) in London; where fome time ago heun- 
dertook the Care and Tuttion of young Gentle- 
men, and kept a Private School; during which 
Employment, beſides ſome other Performarices, 
(with which he has obliged the 'WorldYhe has 
borrow'd ſo much-time as to'write a Play,ſtiled 

Lovmg Enemies, a Comedy acted at his 
Highnefs the Duke of 7or#'s Theatre; prifr- 
ed 45. Lond. 1680. and dedicated to the 'Ho- 
nourable Charles Fox Eſquire. The part of 
Crrcamſtantio, ſeems to me to reſemble the Hu- 
mor of Sir Formal Trifle; eſpecially the De- 
icription of the Magpres ſucking a"Hen's Egg, 

Act 
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At 4. Sc. 1. is writ much after the ſame way 
with that of the Mouſe taken 1n a Trap, See 


Firtuoſo, AQ 3. towards the End. "The Epi- 
logue to this Play, is writ by Mr. Shadwell. 


Jaſper Main. 
A Perſon of Fame and Note, as well for Na- 


tural Parts, as acquired Learning. He was 
Born 1n the Reign of King James the Firlt, at 
Hatherleigh, &c. His Education was at Ye/t- 
minfler School; from whence he was tranl- 
planted to Chri/t-Charch, and admitted Student 
AD. 1624. In this Colledge he gradually ad- 
vanced in the Study of Arts and Sciences, till 
he took both his Degrees, and enter'd into holy 
Orders, and was prefer'd to two Livings, both 
in the Gift of the Colledge, and one hard- 
by Oxford. About this time the Civil Wars 
breaking out, and the Pious King being forc'd 
by wicked SubjeQts, to fly for ſhelter to this 
Seat of the Muſes: our. Author was made 
choice of amongſt others deputed to Preach 
before His Majelty. Soon atter which, Mr. 
Hood tells us, he was created Dr. of Divinity, 
and reſided 1n Oxford till the time of the Mock 
Viſitation ſent to the Univerſity, when - he, 
amongſt other Worthies eminent for their 
Loyalty, was ejeCted not only from the Col- 
ledge, but both his Livings. During this Storm, 
he found an 4/y/ur in the Houſe of the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Devonſhire, where for 
the molt part he reſided, till the Happy Return 
of King Charles the Second to his Kingdomes ; 
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at which time, he was not only reſtored to his 
Places, but made Canon of Chri/t-church, and 
Arch-deacon of Chicheſter ; which Preferments 
he enjoy'd to his Death. He was a Perſon of a 
ready and facetiousW1t,and yet withal,a ſound, 
Orthodox Preacher. In his younger years, he 
was very much addicted to Poetry, 1n which 
time he writ two Plays, which are very much 
elteem'd by the generality of thoſe who de- 
Light in Dramatick Poetry. 

Amorous War a Tragi-comedy, printed 42. 
Oxon. 1658. 

City Match, a Comedy aGted before the King 
and Queen at Yhitehalt, and afterwards on the 
Stage at Black-friars, with general Applauſe, 
and printed 45. Oxon. 1658. Thele two Plays, 
have been printed 1n Folio, 49. and 8o. and are 
bound together. 

Beſides theſe Dramatick Pieces our Author 
writ a Poem, upon the Naval Victory over the 
Dutch by the Duke of 7ork, printed 1665. and 
added ſome Dialogues to thoſe of Lacan tranſ- 
lated by Mr. Francis Hicks, printed Fol. Lond. 
1638. He publiſht likewiſe many ſerious Pieces, 
as ſeveral Sermons in 49. 164.6---4.7---5 2---62. 
Amongſt which, none was ſo much talkt of, 
as 7hat concerning falſe Prophets. It was, it I 
miſtake not, writ againſt by Mr. Francs Chepuel, 
which occaſton'd our Authors Vindication pub- 
tht I 047. He writ belides 'OyAcuanye. z OT 
The Peoples War examined, according to 
the Principles of Scripture and Reaſon, 1n 
anſwer to a Letter, for the ſatisfaction of a 
Perlon of Quality, printed 49. ---1647, with 

Y ieve- 
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ſeveral other Pieces/which Lhave not ſeen. 
He Died on the Sixth day of December, An. 
1672. and was Buried in Chri/t-Charch on the 
Nerth-ſide of the Quire: having in his Wall 
left ſeveral Bequeſits'tro Pious uſes. As Fifty 
Pounds to the Re-building of St.Pauls ; A Hun- 
dred Pounds to be diſtributed by the Two V1- 
cars of Caffinzton and Purton, for the uſe of 
the Poor of thoſe Pariſhes, with many other 
Legacies: amonglit which I cannot forget One, 
which has frequently occalion'd Mirth at the 
relation. He had a Servant who had long l1v'd 
with him, to whom he bequeath'd a Trunk, 
and In 1t Somewhat (as he 1aid) that would make 
him Drank after his Death. "The Doctor being 
dead the Trunk, was ſpeedily viſited by his 
Servant with mighty Expectation, where he 
found this promiſing Legacy to be nothing but 
a Red-Ferring : So that it may be ſaid of him, 
that his propenſity to innocent Raillery was 
fo great, that it kept him Company even after 
Death. : 


Colmo Manvucy, 


A Gentleman that l:v'd 1n the Reign of Kings 
Charles the Firſt, and One that as T ſuppoſe 
took up Arms for his Majeſty, under the Qua- 
ity of a Major, tho' whether of Horſe or Foot 
| am 1gnorant. Mr. Phillips (*) ſuppoſes him 
an Italian, ſhiling him «Manuct ; but whatever 
his Country be, he has writ Two Plays which 
ſhew him well vers'd 1n the Engliſh Lan- 
SEE + US. - 
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Fuſt General, a Tragi-comedy printed quarto 
Lond. 1650. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable James Earl of Northampton, and 1/a- 
bella, his moſt Virtuous Lady. "This 1s the firſt 
Play our Author writ, and which was intended 
for the Stage, but never acted: not that it is 
any ways contemptible; and therefore the Ma- 
Jor did not forfeit his Modeſty when he faid 
of it, () 

1n ſpite of Malice, venture 7 dare thas far, 

Pack not a Fury, and ['ll ſland the Par. 


Loyal Lovers, a Tragi-comedy printed 47. 
Lond. 1652. In this Play our Author laſhes 
the old Committee-men, and their Informers, 
in the Perſons of Gripeman and Sodom, and I 
believe he meant to expoſe F74gh Peters's Ad- 


cher's, with his Revenge thereupon, under the 
Characters of Phanaticus and F $ Mews If my 
Conjecture prove true I hope no ſober man will 
be angry, that Peers ſhould be perfonated on 
the Stage, who himſeli had ridicul'd others, 
when he acted the Clown's part in Sha#e- 
ſpear's Company of Comedians, as I have read 
in Dr. Toung's Relation of his Lite. 

Tf it be conſider'd that our Author's Muſe 
was Z7raveſte en Caviker ; that he made Writing 
his Diverſion, and not his Buſineſs ; that what 
he writ was not borrow'd bur propria Mmerva, 
} hope the Criticks will allow his Plays to pals 
Muſter amongſt thoſe of the third Rate. 
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Gervale MARKHAM. 


A Gentleman who flouriſht under the Rezgns 
of Queen #uzaberh, King James, and King 
Charles the Firſt: for the later of whom he took 
up Arms, 1n the time of the Rebellion : being 
honour'd by His Majeſty with a Captain's Com- 
million. He was the Son of Rober? Markham 
of Cotham, in the County of /Vo7?mmgham Eiq; 
and was eminently Famous for his numerous 
Volumes of Husbandry, and Horſemanſhip : 
beſides what he has writ on Rural Recreations, 
and Military Diſcipline. He underſtood the 
Pra&tick as well as the Theory of the Art of 
War: and was e{teem'd a good Scholar, and an 
excellent L.inguilt, underſtanding pertealy the 
French, [talian, and Spaniſh T.anguages, from 
all which he collected Notes of Husbandry. In 
the enumeration of his Works the Reader will 
be {atished of his excellent Parts and Abilities: 
and that he was tam e Mart: quam HMercurio, 
vers din the Employments of War and Peace : 
nd One piece oi Dramatick Poetry which he 
has publiiht, will ſhew that he Sacrific'd to 
Apollo, and the «Muſes, as welhas to eMars 
and Pa/las, This Play is extant under the 
Tatle of 

terod and Antipater, a Tragedy printed 49. 
{.cnd. 162%. where, or when this Play was 
acted the 1mperiection of my Copy hinders my 
information. For the Foundation 'tis built on 
Hiltory. See Joſephus Ant. ud. Lab. 14, 1s, 
IG, Ge 7. Toraet, Salzan, Spondanus, Barons 
TH. CC 


[1 


k <4 6. wil. 
Ed je hd Þ Y 
ge x aL oak 5 LS © »: 
WW, Fs \ — ov: 3 le. EET SY 65S S 


Dramatick Poets. 241 


I ſhall now mention his Works, and friſt 
thoſe which treat of Horſemanſhip, which 
have made him Famous all over Zngl/and. Of 
theſe he has writ A D1{courſe of Florſemanſhtp, 
printed 49. without Date, and dedicated to 
Prince Fenry E.ldeit Son to King James the 
Firſt. Cure of all Diſeaſes incident to Horſes, 
40. IGIo. Engliſh Farrar, 4% 1649. Maſter- 
prece, 4%. 1662. Faithful Farriar, 89, 1667. 
Perfett Horſeman, 129. 1671. For Husbandry 
ne publiſht Z:ebanit's Le Maiſon Ruſiigue, or 
The Country Farm, Fol. Lond. 1616. This 
Preatiſe (which was at firſt tranſlated by Mr. 
Richard Surflet, a Phyſitian) our Author en- 
larg'd with ſeveral Additions from the French 
Books of Serres and Pet, the Spaniſh of Al- 
biterio, and the /ralian of Grill, and others. 
The Art of Flusbandry, firſt tranſlated from the 
atine of Conr. Zeresbachins, by Barnaby Googe, 
he revis'd and augmented, 49. 1621. He writ 
velides, Farewel to Husbanary, 4%. 1620. Way 
zo get Wealth, wherein 1s compris d his Coun- 
try Contentments, printed 42. 1668. To this 
I may add Hungers Prevention, or his Art of 
Fowline, 89. His Epitome, 129. &c. In Milt- 
tary Diſcipline, he has publiſht 7 he Sowlaters 
Accidence, and Grammar, 4%, 1635. Beſides 
theſe the ſecond part of the Firſt Book of The 
Engliſh Arcadia 1s (a1d to be writ by him: 1nfo- 
much that he may be accounted if not Unus 7 
Omnibus, at leaſt a BenefaQtor to the Publick, 
by thoſe Works he left behind him, which will 
{ without doubt) eterniſe his Memory. 
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Chriſtopher MaRLoe. 


An Author that was Cotemporary with the 
Incomparable Shakeſpear, and One who trod 
the Stage with Applauſe both from Queen Z#- 
lizabeth, and King James. Nor was he ac- 
counted a lefs Excellent Poet by the judicious 
Johnſon : and Heywood his Fellow Actor, ſtiles 
him, the Belt oi Poets. In what eſteem he was 
in his time may be gathered from part of a 
Copy of Verſes writ in that Age, calld a 
Cenſure of the Poets, where he 1s thus Cha- 
racterizd. 


Next Marlow bathed im the Theſpian Springs, 

Had in him thoſe brave Sublunary things, 

7 hat your Firſt-Poets had; his Raptures were 
All Air and Fire, which made his erſes clear, 

For that fine Madne. s [till he did retain, 

JL hich rightly ſhould poſſeſs a Poet s Brain 


His Genius inclin'd him wholly to Tragedy, 
and he has obliged the world w1th Seven Plays 
of this kind, of his own Compoſure, beſides 
One, in w hich he | join'd with /Vaſh, call'd Dido 
Queen of Carthage, which I never ſaw. Of the 
others take the tollowing Account. 

Dr. Fauſtus his Tragical Hiſtory, printed 4". 
/.ond. 1661. There is an old Edition which I 
never ſaw, but this 1s printed with new Add1- 
tions of ſeveral Scenes. The Plot, or the 
Foundation of this Play, may be read 1n ſeveral 
Authors, as Camerare: For. Subciſiy. Cent. 1. 
Wierus de P! reftigts Daemoniy, Lib. 2. Cap. 4- 
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Edward the Second, a Tragedy printed 49. 
Lond.----- I know not the Date, or the Stage 
where this Play was aCted, thro' the defect of 
my 'Title-page. For the Plot conſult the Hi- 
{torians, that have writ on thoſe Times, as 
Ranulphus Fligden, Walſmgham, Math. Weft- 
minfier. Fipecially thole that have more par- 
ucularly writ his Life, as Thomas de la Hoe. 
Sr. Fr. Hubert, &c. 

Few of Malta, a Tragedy play'd before the 
King and Queen, in her Majeſties Theatre, at 
Whitehall, and by her Majeſties Servants at the 
Cock-pit, printed 49% Lond. 1633. (after the 
Author's Deceaſe) and dedicated (by Mr. The- 
mas Heywood the Publiſher) 'To his Worthy 
Friend Mr. Thomas Hammon of Cray's-{nn. 
This Play was 1n much eſteem, 1n thoſe days 
the Jew's Part being play'd by Mr. Edward At- 
/en, that Ornament both to P/ack-friars Stage, 
and to his Profeſſion ; to the One on Account of 
of his excellent Afton, to the Other of his 
exemplary Piety in founding Dulwich Hoſpital 
in Surrey, What Opimion Mr. Heywood had 
of the Author and AQtor, may be ſeen by the 
beginning of h1s Prologue ſpoke at the Coct-pre. 


We know not how our Play may pafs this Stage, 
Hut by the beſt of Poets * in that Age 

7 he Malta Jew had being. and was mad: - 
And Fe, then by the beFt of * Aftors play'd : 
in Hero and Leander, (*) one did gain 
A laſting Memory : in 'Yamberlain, 


* Marlze. * Allen, (c) A Poem. 
Y 4. 
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This Jew, 207th others many : th' other wan = 


The Attribute of peerleſs; berg a Man 
Whom we may rauk with (doing no one wrong ) 
' Proteus for Shapes, and Rolcius for a Tongue. 


Luſt's Dominion, or T he Laſcivions Queen, a 
Tragedy publiſht by Mr. A7r &an 89. Lond.1661. 
and dedicated to his worthily honour d Friend 
Hilkam Carpenter Eſquire. This Play was al- 
ter'd by Mrs. Behn, and acted under the Title 
of Abaelazer, or The Moor's Revenge. 

Maſſacre of Paris, with the Death of the 


| Duke of Guiſe ; a Traged y, play'd by the Right 


Honourable the Lord Admiral's Seryants,print- 
ed octavo Lond. This Play 1s not divided 
into Acts; 1t begins with that fatal Marriage 
between the King of Navarre and Margaeric 
ae Yalors, Silter to King Charles the Ninth, the 
Occaſion of the Maſſacre ; and ends with the 
Death of Fenry the Third of France. For the 
Plot, fee the Wraters of thoſe times, in the 
Re1gns of theſe two Kings, Ch. IX. and Henry 
II. 7 huanus, Davila, Pierre Matthieu, Dupkix, 
Mezeray, Wc. CD ae we 
Tamburlain the Great, or The Scythian Shep- 
herd, a Tragedy in two parts; ſundry times 
acted by the Lord Admiral's Servants, printed 
1n an old Black-Letter oQtayo Lond. 1503. Had 


I not Mr. Heywood's Word for it, In the fore-. 


mention'd Prologue, TI ſhould not believe this 
Play to be his ; 1t being true, what an ingenious 


Author ſaid (4), "That whoever was the Author, 
he might ev'n keep 1t to himſelf, ſecure from Pla- 


(d) Sander*s Preface to Tamertanes 


we 


gary. 
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2:ary. For the Story, ſee thoſe that have writ 
his Life in particular, as Pzerro Peronaini, M. 
St. Sanfyon, Du Bec, G4. and thole that have 
treated of the Aﬀairs of Turks and Tartars in 
eneral, in the Reigns of Pajazet and Tamer- 
he as Laonicus, Chaſcoconaylas, Pet. Bizarus, 
Kmnolles, oc. | 
He writ beſides a Poem, call'd Zero and Le- 
ander ; Whoſe mighty Lines ( lays One (*)) Mr. 
Benjamin Johnſon, a Man ſen/zble enough of his 
own Abilities, was often heard to ſay, that they 
were Examples fitter for Admiration, than Pa- 
rale]. This Poem being left 1mperfect by our 
our Author, who (according to Mr. Pb1/ps (!)) 
In ſome riotous Fray, came to an untimely and 
violent End ; it was finiſhed by Mr. Chapman, 
and printed oftavo Lond. 1606. 


Shakerley MARMION. 


A Gentleman born in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firit, at Amve, ( in S4u7rton Hun- 
dred) 1n the County of /Vor/hampron,about the 
beginning of Zaruary A. D. 1602. He was 
bred up at 7 hame-School, in Oxfordſhire, and 
at fifteen Years of Age was ſent to the Univer- 
ſity of Oxford, where he became a Member of 
HYadham Colledge, and in 1624. he took his 
Maſter of Arts Degree. What further became 
of him, I know not, all that I am able to 1n- 
form the Reader, is, that he was the Author 
of three Comedies, which have formerly been 
well approv'd, vis, ' 


(c) Boſworth's Poems, Pref, (f) Modern Po(tiy pe 246 
DR Ant. 
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Antiquary, a Comedy, acted by her Majelties 
Servants at the Cock-prt, and printed quarto 
Lond. 1641. Aurelio's declaring his Marriage 
to the Duke and Leonardo, from Lucretia's 
Lodging, where he got in by her Maid's Alti- 
tance, ts an Incident (as I have already ſhew'd) 
in feveral Plays. 

Fine Companion, a Comedy aCted before the 
King and Queen at Hh:tehall, and fundry umes 
with great applauſe at the Private Houle in 
Saitsbury-court, by the Prince's Servants ; print- 
ed quarto Lond.1633.and dedicated to the truly 
Noble, and his worthy Kinſman in all reſpects, 
Sir Ra/ph Dutton. The Reader will find that 
Captain Porpufs, in Sir Barnaby Whig, 1s behold- 
ing to Captain #h;bble in iis Play, for lome 
of his Expreſſions. 

Folland's Leaguer, an Excellent Comedy, 
often acted with great Applauſe, by the High 
and Mighty Prince Charles his Servants, at the 
Private Houle 1n Sa/:5bary-court,printed quarto 
£ ond. 1632. The Author 1n this Play has ſhew- 
ed his Reading, having borrow'd ſeveral things 
from Zuvenal, Petronius Arbyter, (fc. 

Mr. /7uftanley has made no mention of our 
Author, and Mr. Ph:h;ps (t) to prove his Cha- 
rater of him, that he 1s not an Obſcure or Un- 
copious Writer of Exg/ifh Comedy, has aſcrib'd 
two Comedies to him, which belong to other 
Men; the Plezre being writ by Edward Sharp- 
bam, and the Fair Maid of the Exchange ( if 
we may believe Air&man's Account ) by T ho- 
mas Heywood. 


(2) Moders Poets, Þ. 2-70. - 


John 
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John MARSTON. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Fames the Firſt, who was a Contributor to the 
Stage 1n his Time, by Eight Plays which were 
approv'd by the Audience at the PYlack-fryars, 
and one of them, vs. Dutch Curtezan,was lome 
few Years ſince, rev.v'd with ſucceſs on the 
preſent Stage, under tne Title of 7 he Revenge, 
or 7 he Match im New-gate. 

The piace of our Author's Birth, and Fa- 
mily, are to me unknown, neither can I reco- 
ver other Information of him, than what | 
T learnt from the Teſtimony of his Book- 
{eller (*); © That he was free from all Obſcene 
* Speeches, which 1s the chief cauſe that makes 
©Plays to be ſo odious unto moſt Men. That he 
*abhorrd {ſuch Writers and their Works, 
and profeſt himſelf an Enemy to all ſuch as 
* ſtuftt their Scenes with Ribaldry, and larded 
* their Lines with Scurrilous Taunts and Jelts : 
*So that whatſoever even 1n the Spring of his 
* Years, he preſented upon the private and pub- 
*I1ick Theatre, in his Autumn and Declining 
* Age he needed not to be aſham'd of. An Ex- 
cellent Character ! and fit for the Imitation of 
our Dramatiſis; molt of whom would be 
thought to have throughly {tudyed Forace : I 
could wiſh theretore, that they which know 
him ſo well, would call to Mind and practice 
his Advice; which is thus exprelt (i), 


PO IS 
——— 


{h) Ep. Ded, to his Plavs, 85, (5) De Arte Pocticl, 
Stlvis 
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Situts deanti caveant, me juaice, Faunt, 
Ne nimi teneres juvenentur ver/ibus WT, 
Aut immunaa crepent, 1gnomimiuſagq; ditta. 

Offenduntur entm quibus et equus, & pater 


(res. 


But leaving this, I ſhall give the Reader an 
Account of his Plays in their Accuſtom'd 
Order: having firſt inform'd him, that {ix 
of our Author's Plays are collected into one Vo- 
lume, being publiſht under the Title of 'The 
Works of Mr. John Marſton, printed oftavo 
Lond, 1633. and dedicated to the Right Honou- 


_rable, the Lady E/zabeth Carie, Viicountels 


Faulkland. According to the Alphabet, T am 
to begin with, v2. 
Antonio and Melida, a Hiltory acted by the 
Children of Pau/'s, printed oftavo Lond, 1633. 
Antonio's Revenge, or 1 he Second part of An- 
tonio aud Melida ; trequently acted by the Chat- 
dren of Paul's, printed 1n octavo. 'Thele two 
Plays were likewiſe printed in quarto above 
30 Years before this new Edition, v7. 1502. 
Dutch Curtezan, a Comedy divers times pre- 
{ented at the Y/act-fryars, by the Children of 
the Queens Majelties Revels; printed in oftavo 
Lond. 1633. This Play was publiſht long be- 
tore 1n quarto v2Z. 1605. Cockledemoy's cheat- 
ing Mrs. MHulligrub the Yintner's Wite, of the 
Goblet and the Salmon,is horrow'd from an 01d 
French Book called Les Contes au Monde : ſee 
the ſame Story in Ezgh;fh, in a Book of Novels, 
call d 7 he Palace of Pleaſure, in the laſt Novel. 
Inſatiate Counteſs, a Tragedy afted at jhe 
Whites 
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White-fryars, printed quarto Lond. 1603. It 


being a common cuſtom with our Author to 
diſguiſe his Story, and to perſonate real] Per- 
ſons,under feign'd Characters : I am perſwaded 
that in this Play, under the Title of /abe/a, 
the Infſatiabie Counteſs of Swevia ; he meant 
Foane the Firſt Queen of Jeruſalem, Naples,and 
Szcily : and I doubt not but the Reader who will 
compare the Play with the Hiſtory, wall aſſent 
to my conjecture. Many are the Writers that 
have related her Life, as CoMHenuccio, Simmo- 
ueta, Villani, Moutius, fc. but T reter my Zn- 
21:ſh Reader to Dr. Fuller's Prophane State Ch. 
2. That her Lite has been the Subject not on- 
ly of Hiſtory, but of Poetry and Novels allo, 1s 
manifeſt from this Play, and the Novels of 
Bandello, who has related her Story under the 
Title of The [nordinate Life of the Counteſs of 
Celant. This Novel 1s tranſlated into French 
by Belkforeſt, Tom. 2. Nov. 20. and poflibly 
our Author might build his Play on this 
Foundation. The like Story 1s related in Gad's 
Revenge againſt Adultery, under the Name ot 
= of Werdenberg, Dutcheſs of Une : See 
Hilt. 5. 

Male Content, a 'Tragicomedy, the firſt De- 
ſign being laid by Mr, Yebſter, was corretted 
and augmented by our Author,printed 49. Lond. 
1604. and dedicated 1n the following Stile to 
Ben Fohnſon : Benjamina Fohnſonto, Poete Ele- 
gautilſimo, Graviſſimo, Amico ſuo canaiao oo cor- 
4ato, Fohannes Marſton, Muſarum Alumnus, aſpe- 
ram hanc [ua Thaliam D. D. Notwithitand- 
*ng our Authors proteition of Friendſhip, he 
_ after- 
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afterwards could not refrain from refle&ting 
on Mr. Johnſon, on Account of his Sejanns, and 
Catiline, as the Reader will find 1n the peruſal 
of his Epiſtle to Sophonzeba : © Know (ſays he) 
© that I have not labour'd in this Poem to re- 
<late any thing as an Hiſtorian, but to enlarge 
Ceyery thing as a Poet. To tranſcribe Au- 
©thors, quote Authorities, and tranſlate Lat 
©Proſe Orations into Zng/:fh Blank-Verſe, hath 
©7n this Subject been the leaſt 1m of my Stu- 
© dies. That Mr. Fohnſon 1s here meant, will I 
preſume be evident to any that are acquainted 
with his Works, and will compare the Ora- 
tions in Salu/?, with thoſe 1n Cat:/zne. On what 
provocations our Author thus cenſured his 
Friend I know not, but this Cuſtom has been 
practic'd 1n all Ages; the Old Proverb being 
verify'd in Poets as well as Whores, Two of 42 
Trade can never agree, "Tis within the Me- 


mory of Man, that a Play has been dedicated 


to the late witty Farl of Rocheſter, and an Eflay 


upon Satyr from the ſame Hand has beſpatter'd 


his Reputation: So true it 1s that ſome Poets 


Are ſtill prepar'd to praiſe or to abhor us, 
Satyr they have and Panegyrick for us. 


But begging pardon for this Digrefſion, I re- 
turn to the Play, which I take to he an honeſt 
general Satyr, and not (as ſome malicious Ene- 
mes endeavour'd to per{wade the World) de- 

lign'd to {trike at any particular Perſons. 
 Paraſitafter, or 7 he Fawn, a Comedy divers 
times preſentedat the Z/ac#-fryars by the Chil- 
dren of the Queens Majeſties Revels; printed 
8®, 
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3 . Lond. 1633. This Play was formerly print- 
ed in quarto 1606. The Plot of Dulcimel her 
cozening the Duke by a pretended Diſcovery 
of Tiberio's Love to her, 15 borrow'd from PBoc- 
cace's Novels, Day 3. Nov. 3. This Novel is 
made uſe of as aw Incident 1n ſeveral other 
Plays, as Flora's Yagaries, Souldzers Fortune ; 
and Aymphadoro's Humour of Loving the 
whole Sex, AC. 3. SC. I. 1s copy d from Ow2d's 
Amor. Lab. 2. Eleg. 4. 

What you will, a Comedy printed 80. Lond. 
1633. Franciſco's Zanying the Perſon and Hu- 
mour of Alhano, 1s an incident in leveral Plays, 
as Mr. Cowley's Guardian, Albumazer, Oyc. tho 
{ preſume the Deſign was firit copy'd from 
Plautus his Amphitruo, Thus I take to be one 
of our Authors beſt Plays. 

Wonder of Women, or Sophontsha her Tra- 
gedy, ſundry times acted at the Zlack-fryars, 
and printed in 89. Lond. 1633. This Play 1s 
founded on Hiſtory ; ſee Ziy, Dec. 3. Lib. 19. 
Corn. Nepos in Vit. Annibal. Polibins, Appian, 
Oro/zas. "The Englih Reader may read this Sto- 
rvlively deſcrib'd by the Judictous Sir F-. Raw- 
/ergh, in his Hiſtory of the ord, Book the x. 

Mr, Phillips (*), and Mr. /7nſtaniey (*) have 
created him 'the Author of a Play call'd The 
Faithful Shepherd, which I am confident is none 
of his; and have omitted his Satyrs, which 
render d him more eminent than his Drama- 
*1ck. Poetry. The Title 1s The Scourge of Vil- 
{a1y, 11 three Books of Satyrs, printed in 80. 
Lond. 1508. Mr. Fitz-Geoffry avove-mention'd, 

(k} Modern Port b. D, 113- (l, F,ngu1h Parnajjns, Þe 137. : 

IN 
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in the Account of Danze! and Johnſon, writ int 
theirCommendation the followingHexaſtick(®). 


Ad Johannem Marſtonem. 


Ghria Marſtoni Satyrarum proxima prime, 
Primague, fas primas h numerare duas ; 
Sin primam duplicare nefas, tua gloria ſaltem 

Marſton1 prame proxima (emper err. 
Nec te paniteat ſtationis, Jane : ſecundus, 
Ci duo font tantum,eſt neuter ; at amby pares, 


John Masox. 


T can give the Reader no Account of this 
Author, further, than he was a Maſter of Arts 
in the time of King Zames the Firſt, about the 
middle of whoſe Reign he publiſht a Play ſtil'd, 

Muleaſſes the Turk, a Worthy Tragedy, di- 
vers times acted by the Children of his Maje- 
ities Revels, printed 49. Lond. 1610. Whether 
this Play deſerv'd the Title of Yorthy, I ſhall 
not determine : but that the Author had a good 
Opinion of it, ſeems apparent from his Lemma 
11 the Title-page, borrow'd from Horace ; 


Sume ſuperbiam gue/itam meritis. 


Philip MassiNGtzR. 


This Author was Born at Salisbury, in the 


Reign of King Charles the Firlt; being Son to 


Philip Maſſinger, a Gentleman belonging to the 
Farl of «Montgomery, in whoſe ſervice. after 
having ſpent many years happily, he Died. He 


(m) Afﬀaniarum, Lib. 2, 


4 h 
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beſtow'd a liberal Education on, our Author, 
ſending him to the Univerſity of Oxford, ar 
Eighteen years of Age: v/2. 1602. where. he 
cloſely purſued his Studies 1n Alban-Hall, for 
Three or Four years ſpace. How he ſpent his 
Lafe afterwards I know not: but 'tis evident 
that he dedicated a great part of his Studies 
to Poetry, from ſeveral. Plays which he has 
_ publiſher, and ' which were, highly eſteem'd of 
by the 'Wits of thoſe times, for the purity of 
Stile, and the Oeconomy of their Plots; for 
which 'Excellency he 1s 'thnus commended by 
an old Poet : PO ATI ROI PER” 7.7: 


Tngenzons Shakeſpear, Maſſinger, that knows 
T he Strengthof Plot,to write inYerſe,and Proſe; 
HY hoſe Eaſy Pegaſus wilt ramble ore 

Some Threeſcore Miles of Fancy in an Hoar. 


He was extreamly belov'd by the Poets of that 
Age, and there were few but what took it as 
an Honour to club with him 1n a Play: wit- 
neſs Middleton, Rowley, Field, and Decker < all 
which join'd. with him in ſeveral Labours. 
Nay, further to ſhew his Excellency, the in- 
genious Fletcher, took him 1n as a Partner in 
{everal Plays, as I have already hinted, p. 217. 
He was a Man of much Modeſty and -xtraor- 
dinary Parts, and were 1t not that I fear to 
draw Envy on our Poets Memory, I could pro- 
duce ſeveral Teſtimonials in confirmation of 
this truth: however IT will give the Reader 
one Inſtance tor many, being the Teſtimony of 
a Worthy Gentleman, Sir Thomas Jay + 
f 4 


ton 
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Tou may remember, how you chid me, when 

IT rankt you equal with 7 hoſe & lorious Men 
Beaumont and F letcher : if you love not praiſe, 
You muſt firbear the publiſhing of Plays. 

The rape Mazes of the cunnimg Pht ; 

The po or Phraſe ; the ſweet Expreſſions, got 
Neither by theft, nar violence ; T he Concerpt 
Freſh, and unſulied; All is of weight, 

Able to make the Captrue Reader know, 

7 did but Juſtice, when 7 plac'd you ſo. 


Our Author has: publiſht Fauricen Plays of 
his own Writing, beſides thoſe in which he 
Join'd with other Poets. We ſhall begin with 
a Play call'd | Ns 
 Bafhful Lover, a Tragi-comedy. often acted 
at the private Houle 1n Black-fe iars, by His 
Majeſties Servants, with great Applauſe, prin- 
ted 89. 1655. WIN 

Bondman. anancient Story, often ated with 
good allowance at the Cock bir in. Drary-lanc, 
by the moſt Excellent Princeſs the Lady El:2a- 


beth her Servants, printed 4.0. Lond. 1638. and 


dedicated to the Right Honourable and his 
Singular good Lord Ph:/7p Earl of Montgomery. 


" 


The Plot of the Slaves being ſeduc'd:to Rebel- 


lion by P:ſander, and reduc'd by 77moleon, and. 


their Hight at the fight of the Whips ; is bor- 
row 'd from the Story of the Scythian Slaves Re- 
bellion againſt their Maſters.See Faſtin L.1.C.y. 

City Madam, a Comedy atted at the private 
Honle in Z/ack-friars with great Applauſe, 


printed 49. Lond. 1659. for Andrew Penny-. 


caicke, One of the Aﬀtors, and dedicated by him 
| to 


 Dramatich Pots. =. 
to the truly Noble arid Vittuous Lady, 4p, 


y c 


Counteſs of Oxford. This 18 an Excellent 
=©M_MM IIS IN 

Duke of Millum, a Tragedy printed in 4.0. 
tho when, or where ated Tknow not, my Copy 
being imperfect. As to the Plot, I Tuppole 
Sforza's giving orders to his Favourite Fran- 
c:iſco,to murther his beloyed Wite the,Dutcheſs 
Marcelia, was borrow'd from the Hiltory, of 
Herod, who on the like occaſion left orders 
with his Uncle Joſeph to fuk his beloved Ma- 
r:amne to Death ; as the Reader may ſee 1n 
Joſepons, © $5 & - | 7 Ry 

mperor of the Eaſt, a Tragi-comedy divers 
times acted at the Y/ack-friars, and Globe Play- 
houſes, by the King's Majeſties Servants, prin- 
ted 49. Lond. 1632, and dedicated to the. Right 
Honourable, and his very good Lord, 704n Lord 
Mchune, Baron of Oke-hampton. This Play is 
commended by three Copies of Verſes, One of 
which was writ by Sir Afton Cockain. For the 
Play, 'tis founded'on the Hiſtory of T heodo/rus 
the Younger. See Socrates L. 7. 7 heoaoret Ly. 
Nicephorus L. 14. Baronius, Godeau, &c. 

Fatal Dowry, a Tragedy often acted at the 
private Houſe in Z/ack-friars, by His Majeſties 
Servants, printed 4%. Lond. 1632. This Play 
was writ by our Author and Mr. Wathaniel 
Field (of whom TI have already ſpoken). The 
behaviour of Charahis in voluntarily chooſing 
impriſonment to ranſom his Fathers Corps, 
that 1t might rece1ye Funeral Rights; 1s co- 
pied from the Athenian Cymon, that admirable. 
Example of Piety fo ip celebrated by Yale- 

72 YIus 


a a = 


As the Reader may find the Story related in our 
Engliſh Chronicles that have writ the Reign 
of Edear, as Speed, Stow, Baker, &c. 

Maid of Honour, a Tragi-comedy often pre- 
ſented with good allowance, at the Phenix in 
Draury-lane, by the Queen's Majeſties Servants, 
printed 49. Loud. 1632. and dedicated to his 
molt Honoured Friends, Sir Francis Folitambe, 


and Sir Thomas Bland. A Copy of Verſes is 


prefixt to the Play, writ by Sir Afton Cotatn. 
New 
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New way to pay Old Debts, a > rg. often 
ated at the Phenix in Drury-lane, by the 
Queens Majefties Servants, printed 4% LZond. 
1633. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 
Robert Farl of Carnarvan. This Play 1s de- 
ſervedly commended by the Pens oi Sir Henry 
Mooay, and Sir T hamas Fay, above-mentiond. 

Old Law, or A new Way to phaſe you, an 
excellent Comedy adted before the King and 
Qyeen at Sa/isbury-honſe, and at ſeveral other 
places with great applauſe, printed 49. Zond. 
1656. Tn this Play our Author 'was allifted by 
Mr. Middleton, and Mr. Rowley. At the End 
of 1t 1s printed a Catalogne of Plays, which tho' 
it1l'd perfeft in the Title-page, 1s far from it : 
for beſides abundance of Typographical Faults, 
there are many other groſs Errors: feveral 
pieces being mention'd under the Title of Plays 
which are of. a different' Species ; for Inſtance 
Firgil's Eclogues are inferted under the Name 
of a Tragedy ihe; EEE 

Piftare, a, Tragi-comedy, often prefented 
with good allowance at the, Globe and Black- 
Fryars Play-houſes, by the King's. Majeſties 
Servants, printed 4o. Long.. 1636. and dedi- 
cated to his Honour'd, and Selefted Friends of 
the Noble Society of the nner-7: emple. This 
Play was ated by thoſe excellent Players of the . 
laſt Age, Lowin, Taylor, Benfield, &c. and is 
commended by his true Friend, Sir 7 homas Jay. 
The Plot of Sophra's decoying the two debaucht 
Courtiers Rtcharao and .Ubaldo, who attempted 
her Chaſtity, is related in a Book of Novels In 
octavo, calld The Fortanate, Deceiv'd, and Un- 
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fortunate Lovers, Tee Nov. 4. of the Deceww'd 


Lovers - but this Story 1s I ſuppoſe originally 
[talian, this Book being a Collection from {7a- 
{1an, Novels. 


Renegado, a "['ragi-comedy often ated by the 
Queens Maxclties Servants, at the private Play- 
houſe in Drary-lane, printed 4% Long. 1630. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable x” 
Harding, Baron of Barkley ok Barkley-Caſile, 
and Knight of the Honourable. Order of the 
Bath. This Play 1s hikewiſe commended by 


two Copies of Verſes; One of which was writ 


by Mr. Zexes Spalek 

Roman Afor, a, Tragedy aQed diyers times 
with good allowance at/the private.: Houſe 1n 
the Þlack-fryars, by the King's Majeſtes, Ser- 
vants, printed 40. 1629. and dedicated to his 
much Honour'd, and moſt True Friends, Sir 
Philip Knivet, Sit. T howas Jay, and Thomas Bel. 


lingham of Newtimuber in Suſſex Eſquire. This 


Play 1s commended by Six Copies, of Verſes 
writ by ſeveral Dramatick Poets of that Age, 
as May, Goff, Ford, &c. For the Plot read Sue- 
zoning in the Lite of Domitian, Aurelius Fidtor, 
Futropins, Tb. 7. Tagitas, Tb. 13: fc. 


Pery Woman,or Toa Prince of Tarent,a Tragi- 


comedy often aCted. at the private Houle in the 
Flackfrvars, by Has late Majeſties. Servants 
with great” applauſe, printed 89. Lond. 1655. 
Our. Author.owns; (®) this Play to .be founded 
on a, Subj<& which long before appear;d.on the 


Stage : tho' what Play it was I know not. I 


(n), See. Prologue, (C4. Pagy 69- 


the 


have already acquainted. the Reader (?) with 


12/08 
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the Reſemblance hetween the Plot of this 'Tra- 
gi-comedy, and 7 he Obſtinate Laay. This Play, 
with The Baſhful Lover, and T he. Guararan, are 
printed together. Bog 

Pirgin Martyr, a Tragedy adted by His Ma- 
je{ties Servants with great applauſe, printed 49. 
Lond. 166z. Int this Play our Author took 1n 
Mr. Thomas Decker for Partner. I preſume the 
Story may be met with in the Martyrologies 
which have treated of the Tenth Perſecution 
in the time of Dzocle/tan, and Maximian. Sec 
Rofſjweidus, Fuleſius, &. 

Unnatural Combat, a Tragedy preſented by 
the King's Majeſties Servants at the G/obe,prin- 
ted 49. Lond. 1639. and dedicated to his much 
Honour'd Friend, Anthony Sentliger of Oukham 
in Xen, Eſquire. ©'This Old Tragedy (as the 
© Author tells his Patron) has neither Prologue 
nor Epilogue, 1t being compoſed in a time, 
© when ſuch' By-ornaments, were not advanced 
above the Fabrick of the whole work. 

 T know nothing elſe of our Authors Wri- 
tings, and therefore mult haſten to the laſt A& 
of his Life, his Death ; which happen'd at Zon- 
don in March 1669. On the Seventeenth of 
the ſame Month he was Buried in St. Mary 
Overies Church in Southwark, in the ſame 
Grave with Mr. F/ezcher. What Monument, 
or Inſcription he has I know not; but ſhall 
cloſe up our Account of this Ingenious Poet, 
with the following Epitaph writ by Sir Afor: 
Cokain; (?) 


(p) Eprgrams, L, 1, Ep. a 
f 4 An 


J 
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An Epitaph on Mr. John Fletcher, and Mr. Phr- 
lip Maſſmger, who lay both buried in one 
Grave, in St. Mary Overy's Church, in \South- 
wark. Re ES Dr EN 


11 the ſame Grave Fletcher was radars here, 
Lies the Stage-Poet, Philip Malſinger: © 
Plays they aid write together, were great 

ITHengs, oi 7 

And now one Grave mcludes them in their Ends. 

So whom on, Earth nothing aid part, beneath 

Here ('m their Fame ) they lie, in ſpight of 

Death. PE FOR | 
_ Thomas Mar. 

This Gentleman was born in S#//ex of an 
ancient but ſomewhat declining Family, 1n the 
Reign of Queen Z/:zabeth. Wn {ome 
Years bred a Scholar in the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, being Fellow-Commoner of Sidney 
Corey During his Abode there, he was a 
very cloſe Student, and what Stock of Learn- 
ing he then treaſur'd up, 1s apparent irom his 
Works, which are in print. He remov'd af- 
terwards to £,0don, following the Court, where 
he contracted Friendſhip with ſeyeral Eminent 
Courtiers,amongſt others with the accompliſh; 
Endymion Porter, Eſq; One, of the Gentlemen 
of his Majeſties Bedchamber ; a Gentleman ſo 
dear to Sir Wilham D Avenant, that he ſtiled 
him (4) Lord of his Muſe and Heart. Whilſt 
he reſided at Court, he writ the five Plays 

5 (q) Poem, þ, "TEA 7 : Bs 47 
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which are extant, and poſlibly his other Pieces. 
Dr. Fuller ſays of him (*), ©That.lome D1ſgult 
*at Court was given to,, or taken by. him, ( as 
©{ome would have 1t) becauſe his Bays were 
© not guilded richly enough, and his Verſes re- 
* warded by King Charles,according, to. expeCta- 
© tion. Mr. Phzlips f) and Mr. Winſtanley (*) inſi- 
nuate, That being Candidate with Sir F77/iam 
D' Avenant, for the Honourable Title of the 
Queen's Poet, and being fruſtrate 1n his Expe- 
tations, ont of meer Splecn, as 1t 1s thought, 
for his Repullſe, he vented his Spite-1n his H1- 
ſtory of the late Civil Wars of Zngland; where- 
in, Mr.mſtantey ſays, he ſhew'd all the Spleen 
of a Male-contented Poet, making thereby his 
Friends his Foes, and rendring his Name odi- 
ous to Poſterity. Whether this Accuſation te 
true, or no, I know not; but I am ſure his 
Enemies muſt allow him to. be a good Poet, tho' 
poſſibly he fell ſhort of Sir #7Hiam D' Avenant - 
and tho'T'no ways abet his ſelf Opinion, yet I 
learn from Horace, that even Ill Poets, ſet a 
value on their Writings, tho' they are deſpis'd 
by others ; I IE p 


Ridentur mala qui componuunt Carmina, verum 
| Gaudent Scribentes, (oy ſe venerantur,gy ultro, 
$1 taceas, laudant, quicquid ſoripſere heat, 


And therefore T hope the moderate Critick will 
bear with the Frailty of our Author:'and I 
doubt not but if they will read his Works with 
Candor, and eſpecially his Plays, they will find 
he had ſome Reaſon for his Opinion 'of what 
<) worthies Safles, pel TH (i) Pag. 179. (t) Page 164, 


he 
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he wric. T ſhall firſt give the Reader a ſuc- 
cin& Account of his Plays as _— 3 1 
 Herippma Empreſs of Rome, her Tragedy 
nited 120. Lond. 1639. Our Author has fol- 
ow '> Xiphilnas, Tacitus, and Suetorins, in the 
Deſigning his Tragedy : and befides has tranf- 
Hed and inſerted above 30. Lines from Perro- 
mus Arbyters Satyricon ("), being a Tranſlation 
of thoſe Verſes recited by Z#0/pus, beginning 
Orbem jam totum victor Romanus habebat,G&C. 
and concluding with 


———Sco ſcarus equore merſus 
Ad menſam vious perducitar, — 


Now altho' thas 1s patly enough apply'd by our 
Author, he having introdueed Nero at a Ban- 
quet, commanding Petrontus to write a Satyr 
againſt thoſe Pleaſures he us'd to commend; 
Jet methinks Mr, Hay, having ſuch a particu- 


—— 


r Value for Lacay, as to tranſlate his Pharfa- 


lia, he ſhould not have inſerted what was pur- 


poſely 'writ againſt this particular Work; as 


+» 


may be gather'd from the foregoing Specch, 
fee Bell Cruilis ingens Opas, (xc. but rather 
have'left it-ro'ſuch a Marty as Douze, who (as a 
French: Author has obſery'd') could no longer 
endure:the'Fire and Tempeſt of: Zxcary, when 


he read the*Taking of 7 roy;or that *little Eflay: 
of the War of Phar/aha, which he declar'd to. 
love much better quam: trecenta Cordubenſes it... 
lius Pharſalicorum verſuum Yolumiua. The firſh 
AR of this Play, has been ill corrected, four 
(-u-)- Att: 4; *- rake rhe” tmit-ro-b< ſpoke of Vergt's- ene 


* The ſecond of Petroniss' his Pont aboyc=mention'd. = 
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pages of it being printed twice over. 

Antigone, the T hebane Princeſs her Tragedy, 
printed 80. Zonud.163 r.and dedicated to the molt 
Worthily Honoured Endymion Porter Eſquire. 
Our Awbor in the Contexture of this:Tragedy 
has made ufe of the ,4:71gone of Sophockes, and 
the Thehazrs of Seneca. The Reader may fee be- 
lides Statins's T hebats, rc. 

Cleopatra Queen of AMgypt her Tragedy, 
acted 1626. and printed 129. Lowd. 1639. and 
dedicated ro the Accompliſh'd Sir \Kenelme 
Digby. The Author: has follow'd the Hiſto- 
rtans of thoſe times, as ppran. de Bells Crui- 
libus hb.s. Plutarch's Life of £&M. Anthony, Sue- 
tontus's Liteiof Auguſtus. Florus hib.q.. Dion,c. 


He has borrow'd belides ſeveral ether Embe- 


l:ihments, as Calimaccus's Epigram upon 7 7mon 
the: Mrſanthropift ; an Account of the Ancient 
£ybinn: Pſylls, to famous for curing the Vene- 
mous: Bites of Serpents, by ſucking the wound, 
related by Plmy, {b. 7. c..2. and by Solrs,g9c. 

. #&r, a Comedy ated by the Company of 
Jones 1620. printed 49. Lond. 1633. ' This 

/amedy, is extreamly commended: by the al- 
ready mentton'd Mr. 7 homas Carew,'in a' Copy 
of Verſes athx'd to the Play ; where amongſt 
other: Commendations beltow'd on the Stile; 
and the Natural working up of the Paſlions, he 
ſays thus of the Oeconomy of the Play : 


The whole Phot doth alike it ſelf diſtheſe, 
Fhro' the Five As, as doth a Lock, that goes, 
With Letters, for till every one be known, 
The Lock's as faſt, as if you had found none. 


[1 
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I believe there are few Perſons of Judgment 
that aretrue lovers of Innocent and inoffenſive 
- hd but will allow this to be an Excellent 
lay. HET ITY 
Old Couple, a Comedy printed 49. Lond.165t. 
This Play 35s not much ſhort of the former, and 
is. chiefly defignd an Antidote againſt Cove- 
toufnefs. EL 
Mr. Philips (*) and Mr. Winſtanley (7) aſcribe 
wwo other Plays to our Author, viz. The Old 
Hives Tale, and Orlando Furioſo ; the firſt of 
theſe I never ſaw, but for the latter, I afſure 
my Reader, 1t was printed long before our Av- 
thor was born, at leaſt before he was able to 
guide a Pen, much leſs to write a Play, 1t' be- 
ang printed 4.% Lond.1 5 94. 5-6 
But tho' he has no more Plays, he has other 
Pleces extant in print; as the Tranflation of 
£ucan's Pharſalia 8. Lond. 1635. which Poem 
our Author has continued down to the Death 
of 67, 6 VII Books both in Lat and 
Enregliſh Verſe. I have already given you Dow- 
24's CharaQter of this Poem, to which I might 
add that of Sca/zger, Rap, and other Criticks : 
but this being ſomewhat forxeign to my pre- 


ſent Subje&, I ſhall wave 1t, and content my 


felf with acquainting my Reader, Fhat how- 
ever pompous and ſplendid the French Verſion 
of Brebeuf has appear'd in France, our Engliſh 

Tranflation BF. r tO1 
treamly commended by our Famous Johnſon, in 
2Copy of Verſes prefix'd before the Book- well 
worth the Reader's peruſal: He tranſlated be- 
(x) Pag. 175. (y) Pag. 1646 | = 
ſides 


e inferiour to it; and 15 ex- 
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fides Yireil's Georgicks, printed with' Annota- 
tions $9. Lond. 1622. Mr. Ph:/;ps mentions, a 
Hiſtory of ZFZexry the Second, writ by him in 
Verſe, and a Hiitory of the late Civil Wars of 
England in Proſe ; neither of which have I 
ſeen, and. therefore pretend not to determine 
whether he were a partial Writer or no. Only 
g1ve me leave to conclude 1n the Words of Dr. 
Fuller; ©Thatif he were a byaſſed and- par- 
© z:al Writer,. yet that he lyeth buried near a 
©pood and true Hiſtorian indeed, viz. Mr.Camb- 
© den, 1n the Weſt.fide of the North-Ifle of 
© Weſtminſter Abbey , dying ſuddenly. 1n the 
*Night, 4. D. 1652. 1n the 55** Year, of his 
* Age. I know not. how Mr. /in/tanley hap- 
pened to omit the Tranſcript of fo abi 2 
2 paſſage, ſince he has elſewhere borrow'd fo 
largely from this Worthy Author, as well as 
Mr. Philtps, without either of them acknow- 
ledging the leaſt obligation to him. 


Robert MEFap. 
An Author that JIivd in the Reigns of King 


' Fames, and King Charles the Firlt, and was 


ſometime a Member of Chr:/t-Church Colledge 
in Oxford; as I learn from the Title-page of a 


- Play, calld 


Combat of Love and Friendſhip, a Comedy, 


| formerly preſented by the Gentlemen of Chr;/t- 


Churcb in Oxford, and printed 49. Lond. 1654. 
This Play was publiſhed after the Authors de- 
ccaſe, at that time when the. {uſes were ba- 
nithd the Theatre. T wiſh I were able to give 


'the 
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the Reader a better Account of our Author : 
Bur being deſtitute of other Information, this 
Gentleman having wholly eſcaped the Indu- 
{try of Mr. 00d, 1 mult be beholding for what 
I Lend borrow 'd, to the Stationer's Epiſtle to 
the Reader; where he tells us, ©'That he 
© had been a Perſon, whoſe Eminent and 
«General Abilities, have left him a Chara- 
© er precious and honourable ro our Nati- 
<on; and therefore the Reader 1s not to look 
< upon this Compoſition, but as at a ſtoop, when 
©his youth was willing to deſcend from his 
then higher Contemplation. He tells us, that 
Che could fay more 1n his Honour, but that he 
was ſo great a lover of Humility in his Life, 
© that he was almoſt afraid, bcing dead, he might 
©be diſpleasd to hear his own worth re- 
©membred. 

Mr. Ph1/;ps thro his old Miſtake aſcribes to 
him The Coſtly Yhore; tho'T am almoſt confi- 
dent the Play 1s not of his Writing: and that 
thoſe that believe it ſo, have taken up their 
Opinion upon Conjecture. 


Matthew MEDBOURN. 


An AQor belonging to the Duke's Theatre, 
1n the Reign of King Charles the Second. One, 
whole good parts Jeferv'd a better fate than to 
die in Priſon, as he did 1n the time of the late 
F.1d ; thro' a too, forward and indiſcreet 
Zeal for a miſtaken Religion. Ten Years be- 
fore the Diſcovery of that Conſpiracy,our Au- 
thor publiſht a Play, call'd - 

are 
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" Tartuffe, or The French Paritan, ated at the 
Theatre-Royal, written 1n French by MoHtere, 
and rendred into #ng1fh, with much Addition 
and Advantage ; printed 4.Y. Lond. 1670. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable Ferry, 
Lord Howard of Norfolk This Play was 
recceiv'd with univerſal Applauſe on our #1- 
ghſþ Stage, it we believe our Author, and 1s 
accounted by him the Maſter-piece of: Mo/here's 
Productions, or rather that of all Frezch Come- 
dy. I preſume the Tranflator, (who was a great 
Bigot ) elteem'd this Play the more, 1t being 
delign'd as a Satyr againlt the French Fingonots; 
tho! at the ſame time 1t muſt be acknowledg'd, 
that the French Author has madeian Admarable 
Defence for the Charafter of his Protagoniſt 
Tartuffe, 1n his Preface, to which I refer the 
Reader who 1s vers'd 1n the French Tongue. 


| Thomas MxRITtoN. 


A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Second, and 1s certain]: Re KOs 
Dramatick Writer that ever Fuolbu produc'd. 
I may with Juſtice apply to his Stupidity what 
eMenedemus the Eretriack Philoſopher, ſaid 
of Perſeas's wickedneſs: Fe is mdeed'a Poet ; 
but of all Men that are, were, or ever ſhall be, 
the dulleſt. Never any Man's Stile was more 
Bombaſt, fo that undoubtedly he'deſery'd to 
have been under Fer. Johnſon's Hands; and 
had he liv'din that Age, had without queſtion 
uilderwent the trouble of a Vomit, as well as 
Criſpmus 1n Poetaſter, till he had+( to borrow 

One 


” 
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One of his lofty Expreſſions) diſgorg'd the ob- 
dure Faculty of his Sence. I pretend not to 
that Quickneſs of Apprehenſion, as to under- 
ſtand c/ther of his Plays, and therefore the 
Reader will not expett that I ſhould give any 
further Accoutit of them, than that they are 
7100 1n number, 422. ir vw 

Love and War, a Tragedy, printed 40. Lond. 
1658. and dedicated to the "Truly Noble, Jud1- 
ctous Gentleman, and his moſt Eſteemed Bro- 
ther, Mr. George Meriton. 1 am apr to believe 
theſe two Brothers acted the Counterpart of 
thoſe German Brethren that dwelt it Rome, 
the Orator and the Rhetorician mentioned by © 
Forace (*), whoſe buſineſs 1t was, 


Was 


OR A A i Long —— 7 alter F 
Alterins ſermone meros audiret honores : "7 
Gracchus uf hzc 21]; foret, hic ut Mutius 2/1. 


Hanaritng Lover, a Tragi-comedy aCted ſe- | 
veral times privately at ſundry places by the 
Author and 4s Friends with great Applauſe; 
printed 49. Zond. 1658. and dedicated.to the 
Ingemious, Judicious, and much Honoured 
Gentleman, Francis Hright Eſquire. This Au- 
LAB att thor's Works being very ſcarce, and moſt of 
WIAORR the Impreſſion bought up by Chandlers and 
Ws! - Grocers, I may nol oblige my Reader, by 
(1-4....08 giving him a Taſte of his Stile, and juſtify my +»: 


elf from the Imputation of Scanda 
therefore tranſcribe part of his Epiſtle, which 


runs thus : 
(=) Epift. lib. 2, Ep, 2. , IT TG 
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To the Ingenious, Judicious, and much Ho- 
noured Gentleman, Frances Wright Fag; * 


Sir: My Tntentions wandring upon the limit* 
of vain Cogitations, was at the laft arrived at the 
Propicious brinks of an Anglicis of Performance; 
* where ſeeing Diana aud Venus 71 a Martial com- 
* bat, and ſuch rare Atchievements performed by 
two ſuch Tuintmate Goddeſſes, did lend to the 
” Aﬀpett of their Angelical Eyes, my ſelf to be the 
> ſole Speftator. of their. foregoing Yalour + where 
* Zhen their purpoſe was t0 chooſe me their Arbi- 
trator; the which 7 percetuing, did awith a mild 
Completion ( knowing. my felf impotent) reſent 
backwards, 'thinking thereby to loſe leſs Credit, 
* and gainimore Honour, to ſet Pen to Paper, and 
\ to relate. ſome certain: aud harmleſs Dialognes, 
” that while 7 1vas preſent, betwixt them paſt , 
= wh: 75 This Poem ; oc. + 

' By this time T ſuppoſe my Reader is ſuffici- 
, ently tired, and will take my Word that the 
= Play r$of the ſame piece, without giving him- 
= ſelf the: trouble to diſprove me: and 1 affure 
him that His Zove aud Har is yet more ſwelling 
and unintelligible, than' this Play. 
He tells his Patron above-mentioned, That 
\ certain'1t' 1s he writ two Books' of the ſame 
| Nature; viz. Phe ſevtyal Afairs, 2 Comedy, and 
2 The Chift Firgth, a Romance; but they were 
-» his Pocket-Compantons, and but thewn to ſome 
private Friends. Happy certainly were thoſe 
- Men,who were not reckoned in the number of 
= his Friends; fince they were obliged to. hear 
» ſuchan Author's _—_— ous Fultian,which ke 
"a Aa all 
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an empty Cask, makes a great Sound, but yields 

at beſt nothing but a few Lees. Tho to all Men 

generally ſuch Authors are troubleſome, 1t not 

odious, and to be ſhunnd by them, as Forace 

my C1: - 

| Tndeftum, dottumg; fugat recitator acerbas. 

Quem vero arripuit, tenet, occiditg; legends, 
Non miſſura cutem nfs plena cruorts hirudo. 


Thomas MIDDLETON. 


An Author of good Eſteem 1n the Reign of 
King Charles the Firſt. He was Contemporary 
with thoſe Famous Poets Johnſon, Flercher, 
e Maſſinger and Rowley, in whoſe Friendſhip 
he had a large Share; and tho' he came ſhort 
of the-two former in parts, yet like the Z7vy by 
the Aſſiſtance of the Oak, (being joyn'd wick 
them 1n ſeveral Plays) he img up to ſome 
conſiderable height of: Reputation. ' He joyn'd 
with Fletcher and Johnſon, in a Play called The 
Widow, of which we have alxeady ſpoken, p. 
298. in the Account of Zo4xſon ;. and certainly 
moſt Men will allow, That he that was,thought 
fit to be recety'd into a 7riumvirate, by two 
ſuch Great Men, was no common; Poet. He 
club'd with «Maffmger and Rowhey in Writi 
the Old Law, as before I have remarked al- 
ready : Sec Pay 252. He was likewile afliſt- 
ed by Rowley 1n three, Plays, of which we 
{hall preſently grve an Account; and in thoſe 
Plays which he writ alone, there are ſeveral 
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Comedies; as eMichaelmaſs-Term, Mayor of - 
) Quinborough,gc. which ſpeak him a Dramatick 
| Poet of the Second Rank. The firſt Play we 
Z are to begin with, 1s call'd 
Any thing for a Quiet Life, a Comedy for. 
” merly acted at the Phck-fryars, by his late Ma- 
© Jeſties Servants; printed 49. Lond.1662. This 
* Play being One of thoſe Manuſcripts publiſhed 
> by &7rkman, I ſuppoſe was in Eſteem on the 
2 Stage, before the Breaking out of the Ciyil 
Wars. 

Blurt Mr. Conſtable, or T he Spaniard's Nigbt- 
: alk; a Comedy fundry times privately ated 
-* by the Children of Paal's, printed Loud. 1602. 
> There is no Name aftix'd to this Play, and ſe- 
> veralothers, which are aſcribed to our Author 
> by Mr. A7rkman ; as The Phanix, Game at Cheſs, 
= and The Family of Love ; but knowing his Ac- 
= quaintance with Plays to have been very con- 

fdenble: I have plac'd them to their Reputed 
Author. 

Changling, a Tragedy, acted with great ap- 
-: plauſe, at the Private-Houfe in Drary-Lane, 
* and Salisbury-Court; printed 49. Lond. 1653. 
> 1n this Play our Author was afliſted by Mr. 
 Rowhky. The Foundation of the Play may be 
= found in Reynold's God's Revenge againſt Maur- 
= ther. See the Story of Alſemero, and Beatrice 
* Toanna, Book i. Hiſ be 
* Chaſt Maid in Cheap-/ide, 2 pleaſant conceit- 
® ed Comedy, - often atted at the Sway on the 
'» Bank-ſide, by the Lady Elizabeth her Servants; 
printed 49. Lond. 1620. w | 
Farr Quarrel, 2 Comedy, printed 49. Lond. 

Aa 2 T0922, 
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1622. and dedicated to the Nobly diſpos'd, and 


Faithful-breaſted Robert Grey Eſq; one of the 
Grooms of his Highneſſes Chamber. . The Plot 
of Fitz-allen, Ruſſel and Fane, 1s founded, as I 
ſuppoſe,on ſome /7a/zan Novel, and may be read 
in Englifh in the Complaiſunt Companion, oftavo 
Pp. 280. That part of the Phylitzan tempting 
Fane, and then accuſing her, 1s founded on a 
Novel of Cynthio Giraldi: See Dec. 4. Nov. 5. 
In this Play Mr. Rowley joyn'd with our Au- 
thor. 

Family of Love, a Comedy acted by the Chil- 
dren of his Majelties Revels; printed 4%. Lond. 
IG6o08. This Play 1s mentioned by Sir 7 homas 
Hornet, in The Lady of Pleaſure, AQ 1.8c. x. 

Game at Cheſs; lundry times atted at the 
Globe on the Bank;/ide, printed 49. Lond. 16---- 
This Play is confonant to the Title, where the 
Game is play'd between the Church of England, 
and that of Rome; [gnatins Loyola being Spe- 
ator, the tormer 1n the End, gaining the Vi- 
ctory. 

Re: emple Maſque, or Maſque of Heroes ; 
reſented (as an Entertainment for many wor- 
thy Ladies) by Gentlemen of the ſame Ancient 
and Noble Houle , printed 49. Zond.164c. This 
Play was writ twenty Years before 1t was print- 
ed; and yet ſo well eſteem'd by Mrs. Behy, that 
ſhe has taken part of 1t into the C:zy Heireſs. 

Mayor of 2unborough, a Comedy often acted 
with much applaule, by his Majeſties Servants, 
printed 49. Loud. 1661. In this Play are ſeye- 
ral Dumb Shews, explained by Ramnph Monk 
of Cheſter, and the Author has chiefly followed 
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his Polychronicon : See beſides Stow, Speed, Du 
Cheſne, &. 1n the Reign of Yortiger. Wy 

Michaelma(s-T erm, a Comedy, printed 1n 
quarto, but where or when, I know not, thro' 
the imperfection of my Copy. 

eMore Diſſemblers beſides omen, a Comedy 
printed 80, Lond. 1657. 

No Wit, no Help, like a Woman's, a Comedy 
printed 89. Lond. 1657. 

Phenix, a Tragi-comedy, fundry times acted 
by the Children of Paa/'s, and preſented before 
his Majeſty ; printed 40. Lond. 1607. 

Roarmg Girl, a Comedy which I never ſaw. 

Spaniſh Gyp/ie, a Tragi-comedy acted ( with 
great applauſe) at the Private-Houle 1n Drary- 
Lane, and Salrsbury-Court, written by our Au- 
thor and Mr. Rowl/ey; printed 40. Lond. 166r, 
The Story of Roderigo and Clara, has a near 
reſemblance with (1t 1t be not borrow'd from} 
a Spaniſh Novel, writ by eMzgnel de Cervantes, 
call'd 7 he Force of Blood. 

Trick to catch the Old One, a Comedy often 
in Action, both at Paul's, the B/ack-fryars, and 
before their Majeſties ; printed 49. Lond.1616. 
Thas 1s an Excellent Old Play. 

Triumphs of Love and Antiquity, an Honour- 
able Solemnity performed 5 the City, at 
the Confirmation and Eſtabliſhment of the 
Right Honourable, Sir iam Cockaine Ke. in 
the Office of His Majeſties Lieutenant, the 
Lord Mayor of the Famous City of Londos - 
Taking beginning in the Morning at his Lord- 
[hips Going, and perfeCting it ſelf after his Re- 
turn from Receiving the Oath of Mayozalty at 

a2a:3--* Weſt- 
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Weſtminſter, on the Morrow after $710 and 
Faude's Day, Ofob. 29. 1619. printed 49. Lond. 
and dedicated to the Honour of ham to whom 
the Noble Fraternity of Skimmers, his Worthy 
Brothers have dedicated their Loves in Coltly 
Triumphs, The Right Honourable Sir 7am 
Cockaine Knight, Lord Mayor of this Renowned 
City, and Lord General of his Military Forces. 
This Piece conſiſts only of Speeches, addrelit 
to his Lordſhip, at his Cavaſcade thro' the City, 
and T think no ways deſery'd either the Title 
of a Maſque, under which Species it has been 
hitherto rank'd; nor ſo pompous a Title, as 
the Author has prefix'd. 

Women beware Women, a Tragedy, printed 
80. Lond. 1657. This Play with two others, 
v2. e More Difjemblers beſides Women, and, No 
Wit like a Woman's, are all in one Volume. 
The Foundation of this Play, is borrow'd from 
a Romance called Zyppo/ito and 7[abe/{a,oftavo. 
This Drama, 1t we give Credit to Mr. Richards, 
a Poet of that Age, was acted with extraordi- 
7 applauſe, as he fays 1n his Verſes on that 

ay : 


{ that have ſeen't, can ſay, having juſt cauſe, 
Ne're Tragedy came off with more Applauſe. 


World bot at Tennis, a Maſque divers times 
preſented to the Contentment of many Noble 
and Worthy SpeQators, by the Princes Ser- 
vants ; printed 4.9. Lond. 1620. and dedicated 
to the truly Noble Charles, Lord Howard, Ba- 
ron of Efpmgbam, and to his Virtuous and Wor- 
thy the Right Honourable Mary, Lady ZEffeng- 


» 
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ham, Fldeſt Daughter of. the truly Generons 
and Judicious Sir W.Cockain Knight, L.*. Mayor 
of the City of London, and.Lord General oi the 
Military Forces. i eles : 

Tour Five Gallants, a Comedy often in Action 
at the Black-fryars, and imprinted at London 
4% This Play has no Date; and I believe was 
One of the firſt that our Author publithd. 


John MiLrroN, 


An Author that 1iv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Martyr. ' Had his Principles been 
as good as his Parts, he had been an Excellent 
Perſon; but his demerits towards his Soyereign, 
has very much ſullied his Reputation... 'He has 
writ ſeveral Pieces both in Verſe and Profe : 
and amongſt others two Dramas,of which we 
thall firſt give an Account, v2. 5k 

Samſon Agoniftes, a Dramatick Poem ; print- 
ed 89. Lond. 1680. Our Author has endea- 
vourd to imitate the Tragedy of the An- 
cient Greet Poets; 'tis writ in Blank Verte 
of ten Syllables, which the Author prefers to 
R1ime. His Reaſons are too long to be tran- 
{cribed; but thoſe who have the Curioſity, may 
read them at the Entrance of his Paraatce Hft. 
The Choras 1s introduced after the Greet Man- 
ner,and (ſays my Author) *The Meaſure of its 
© Verſes 1s of all forts, called by the Greeks Mo- 
* xoſtrophic, or rather Apolelymenon, without re- 
* gard had to Srrophe, Anti/trophe,or Epod;which 
* were a kind of Stanza's fram'd only for the 
* Muſick, than uſed with the Choras that ſung ; 
Aa 4 not 
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© not eſſential to the Poem, and therefore not 
© mater1a] : or:being'drivided into Stanu24's, Or 
© Pauſes, they may be'called A/zoftropha, D1- 
 *viſion into Ad and Scene, referring chieily 


/ . : O 
©to the Stage, {to- which this Work never was 


<intended ) 1s 'here omitted. In this the Au- . 


thor ſeems to follow. Sophocies, whoſe Plays are 
not divided into Acts. I take. this to be an 
Excellent Piece; and as an Argument of 1ts 


Excellency, I have before taken Notice, that 
Mr. Dryden has transferred ſeveral Thoughts 


to his Aureng2zebe.' The Foundation of the H1- . 


ſtory 1s 1n Holy Wiit:.* See Zudges Ch.1 3,696 
Joſephus Antiq. 1. 5.1 orniel, Sahian, &yc. 
eMaſgne, preſented at /.ud/ow Caltle 1634. 
on 'Michaeimaſs Night, before the Right  Ho- 
nourable John, Earl of Bridgewater, Viicount 
Bracklcy,1.4.Prefident of ales, and One of his 
Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy Council ; 
printed 4o. Lond..1687.. and dedicated by Mr. 
Henry Laws the Publiſher, to: the Right Ho- 
nourable 70/n,Lord Viſcount Frack/ey,Son and 
Heir Apparent to the Farl of Bridewarer, (9c. 
The Publiſher acquaints his Patron, that * Al- 
* tho' not openly acknowledged by the Author, 
*yet 1t 18 a Legitimate Off-fpring; ſo lovely, 
*and ſo much deſired, that the often copying 
*of 1t hath tir'd his Pen, to give his ſeveral 


*Friends. Satisfattion, and brought him to a 


* Necetlity of producing it to the publick view. 
* The principal Perſons of this Maſque, were 
* the Lord Frack/ey, Mr. Thomas Egerton, the 
Lady Alice Egerton. | | | 
Our Author's other Pieces in Verſe, arc his 
Pa- 
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Paradice loft, an Heroick Poem,in twelve Books. 
I know not when 1t was fir{t printed, but there 
came out not long ſince a very fair Editiongn 
Fol. with Sculptures, printed Loud. 1689. His 
Paradice regain'd, a Poem in four Books, 1s Ht- 
ted likewiſe to be bound with it. He publiſhe 
ſome other Poems 1n Latin and Englijh, printed 
89. Lond. i645. Nor was he leſs Famous tor 
Hiſtory than Poetry; witneſs his Hiſtory of 
Britta, from the firſt Traditional Gf =; 
of the Norman Conquelt; printed 4% Long. 
1670. He writ ſeveral other Pieces, as a Latin 
Piece called, Pro populo Anglicano, Defenſio con- 
tre Salmaſium, 129. Lond. 1652. The Doctrine 
and Diſcipline of Divorce,in two Books, printed 
40. Lond.154.4- this being anſwered by an Ano- 
nymous Writer, was reply'd to by our Author, 
in a Book which he called CoHafterion, printed 
42. Lond. 1645. He writ beſides a Piece called 
Zetrachordon, or An Expoſition on the Four 
Chief places of Scripture, concerning «Mar- 
riage and Divorce; printed Lond. 1645. Sr. Ro- 
bert Filmer (1t I miſtake not) writ againſt him, 
11 his Obſervations concerning the Original 
of Government, printed 49. Lond. 1652. 


Walter MoUNTAGUE, Eſq $ 


A Gentleman, who liv'd at. Court in the 
Reign of King Charles the Firſt, and during the 
tmes of Peace, before the Muſes were diſturb'd 
by the Civil Wars, writ a Play, call'd 

Shepheard's Oracle, a Paſtoral, privately acted 
betore King Charles, by the Queen's Majeſty and 


La- 
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Ladies of Honour, printed oftavo Lond. 1649. 
E {hall not be ſo oieſahſevous to criticiſe on a 
Play, which has been made Sacred by the Pro- 
teton of Majeſty it ſelf: beſides I am deterr'd 
from Criticiſm, by the Szatzoners Friend's Ad- 
5 in his, Verſes 1n Commendation of the 
Play : 


—at laſt : good Manners ſayes, 
T hey firſt ſhould underſtand it e're difpraiſe. 


Wiltlam MouNnTtroRr. 


One who from an Actor, ſets up for an Au- 
thor; and has attempted both 'l ragedy and 
Comedy, with what ſucceſs, I leave to thoſe 
who have ſeen his Plays to determine. Had I 
been of the number of his Friends, I ſhould 
have endeavour'd to have per{ſwaded him {till 
to act Sr Courtly Nice, in beſtowing only 
Garniture on a Play (as he calls 1t) as a Song or 
a Prologue, and let alone fine Language, as be- 
fonging only to Pedants and poor Fellows, that 
tive by their Wits. He has publiſht two Plays, 
Vt2. 

tInjur'd Lovers, or The Ambitions Father, a 
Tragedy, acted by their Majeſties Servants 
at the Theatre-Royal; printed 4o. London 
£688. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 
James Farl of Arran, Son to his Grace the 
Duke of Hamilton. There are ſome Surlyes, 
who think that in this Play, Sir Conrtly writ 
for his Drverfion, but never regarded Wit. 

Succefsful Strangers, a Tragi-comedy, adted 

- 


> 
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4 leryes Pardon, if not Applauſe from the Can- 
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by their Majeſties Servants, at the Theatre- 
Royal; printed 49.Z09:d.1690. and dedicated to 
the Right Honourable 7 homas har ton,Compt- 
roller of his Majeſty's Houſhold. "This Pla 
far exceeds the Other : tho' the Author as well 
as his predeceflors, is beholding to others for 
part of his Plot; he having made uſe of Scar- 
70n's Novel, call'd The Rival Brothers, 1n work- 
ing up the Cataſtrophe of his Comedy. - 

[ have ſeen ſome Copies of Verſes in Ma- 
nuſcript writ by our Author, but not being an 
Frimng that I know of, I forbear to mentzon 
them. 


N. 
Thomas NaBBESs. 


A Writer in the Reign of Charles the Firlit, 

who we may reckon amongſt Poets of the 
Thaird-rate ; and One who was pretty much re- 
ſpeed by the Poets of thoſe Times ; Mr. &z- 
chard Brome, and Mr. Robert Chamberlain, (be- 
fore mention'd)having publickly profeſt them- 
ſelves his Friends; and Sir John Sucking being 
his Patron. 

He has Seven Plays and Maſques extant, be- 
{ides other Poems : of which we may ſay, That 
1t they are not to be compar'd with ſome Dra- 
matick Pieces of this Ape, at leaſtwiſe what 
our Author has publiſhed is Hs own, and not 
borrow'd from others ; and in that Reſpe& de- 


did 
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did Reader. This he averrs 1n his Prologue 
to Covent Garden, and which I believe may be 
urged for the reſt of his Labours ; v2. 


Fe juſtifies that 't15 no borrow'd Strain, 
From the Invention of another s Brain. 
Nor aid he ſteal the Fancy. 'T is ihe ſame 

He firſt intenaed by the Proper Name. | for th 
"7 was not a Toyl of Years ; few Weeks broug hf 
T his Rugged I{ſue,mght have been more worth 
1f he had lick'dit more. Nor doth he raiſe 
From th' [mitation of Authentick Plays 
Matter or Horas 70 height : nor bundle up 
Conceits at Taverns, where the Wits do ſup. 
#71s Mule zs ſolitary, and alone 
Doth prattice her low Speculation, (c. 


The Reader therefore 1s to expect little more 
from me, than a bare Account of the Titles 
of his Works, as followss. 

Bride, a Comedy acted 1n the Year 1638. at 
the Private-Houſe in Drary-Lane, by their 
Majeſties Servants ; printed 49. Lond. 1640. and 
dedicated to the Generality of his Friends, 
Gentlemen of the ſeveral Honourable Houſes 
of the Inns of Courr. 

Covent Garden, a pleaſant Comedy, atted in 
the Year 1632. by the Queen's Majeſty's Ser- 
vants; and printed 40. Lond.1638. and dedica- 
ted to the Right Worthy of his Honour, Sir 
John Sucking. 

Hannibal and Scipio, an Hiſtorical Tragedy, 
acted 1n the Year 1635. by the Queen's Maje- 
{ties Servants at their Private-Houſe 1n Drary- 
Lane ; printed Zond.1637. The Play 1s addreſt 
1 
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in Verſe by the Author, to the Gholts of Har- 
»ibal and Scipio, with an Anſwer: printed 1n 
their Names, directed to our Author. It was 
acted before Women came on the Stage; the 
part of Sophontsba being play'd by one Ezekiel 
Fenne. For the Plot, the Title-page ſpeaks 
the Foundation to be Hiſtory : ſee the Lite of 
of Hannibal, writ by Corneſtus Nepos ; that of 
Scipio by Plutarch : ſee beſides Livy, Florns, 
and other Authors mention p.326. - _. 
eMicrocoſmus, a Moral Maſque, preſented 
with general liking at the Private-Houſe in 
Salisbury-Court, and here ſet down according 
to the Intention of the Author ; printed 4o. 
Lond. 1637. and dedicated to the Service and 
Delight of all Truly Noble, Generous, and Ho- 
neſt Spirits. This Maſque 1s 1ntroduc'd by. 
two Copies, One of which was writ by Mr. 2- 
chard Brome. Eg Ae. 
Springs Glory, windicating Love by T empe- 
rance, againlt the Tenet, Sme Cerere &- Baccho 


friget Venus; Moralized in a Maſque with 


other Poems, Epigrams, Elegies, and Epitha- 
lamiums of the Author's; printed 4%. Lond. 
1638. and dedicated to Peter Balle Eq; At the 
end of theſe Poems 1s a piece call'd, 4 Preſen- 
tation, intended for the Prince his Highneſs's 
Birth-day, the 29. of Hay 1638. annually cele- 
brated : this 1n former Catalogues was ſtiled an 
Interlude. Theſe Maſques and Poems are com- 
mended by two Copies, one of which was pen- 
ned by Mr. Robert Chamberlain. 

 Tottenham-Court, a pleaſant Comedy, a&ed 
in the Year 1633. at the Priyate-Houſe in Sa- 
_ fighury+ 
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lisbury-Conrt ; printed 4o. Lond. 1638. and de- |! 

dicated to the Worſhiptul Y/hram Milts Eſq; © 
Unfortunate Lover, a Tragedy never wid | 

but ſet down according to the Intention of the 

Author ; printed 49. Zond.164. and dedicated 

to the Right Worſhipful Richard Brathwarte 

Efq; This Play 1s attended by three Copies 

written in its Commendation, by feveral of 

our Author's Friends, and a Proeme in Verſe - 

by the Author, wherein he juſtifies xt to be 

writ according to the Rules of Arr. 


A Conſtant Scene; the huiſmeſs it intends, 
T he two Hours of Time of Attton comprehenas. 


Mr. Phzhips ( ) and Mr. Hinflanley (*), ac 
cording to their old Cuſtom, have aſcrib'd;two _ 
other Anonymous Plays to our Author,7 he Fo. 
mman-Hater arraigned, a Comedy; and Charles _ 
the Firſt, a Tragedy: the Reaſon of their Mi- _ 
ſtake, has been already given p. 13. and more «| 
at large, in the Preface to my former Cata. _ 
logue. 


Thomas Nasn. 


A Gentleman that 1:v'd about the time with 
the foremention'd Author, and was ſometime 
educated in the Univerſity of Cambridee. Hig 
Genius was much addicted to Dramatick Poe- 
try and Satyr; and he writ ſome things in 
Proſe; all which gain'd him the Reputation of 
a Sharp Wit. In an Old Copy of Verſes, I find. 
his Character thus drawn. 


—_—_— — 
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nd ſurely Naſh, tho' he a Proſer were, 

A Branch of Laurel yet deſerves to bear. 
Sharply Satyrick was he ; and that way 

He went, fince that his veing, 10 1h15 day, 
Few have attempted ; and { ſurely think, 

T boſe Words ſhall hardlybe ſet down in Tuk 
Sha#l [corch, and blaſt, ſo as his could, when he 
Would mflift Vengeance. ———— 


As to his Plays, he has publiſht only two 
that IT have heard of, viz. Dido Queen of Car- 
thage, in which he joyn'd with Marle; and, 
Summer's laſt ill and Teſtament, a Comedy : I 
could never procure a Sight of either of theſe ; 
but as to that Play call'd See me and ſee me not, 
aſcribed to him by Mr.Ph:/zps and Mr. Hnftan- 
ley, T have it by me, and have plac'd it to the 
right Author, Mr. Dawbridgecourt Belcher ;, fee 
Page 2.4. 

He writ ſeveral other Pieces; ſome Satyri- 
cal, as Prerce Pennileſs his Supplication to the 
Devil; Have with ye to Safron-Walden ; Four 
Letters Confuted: A Poem called The Hhtte- 
Herring and the Red; and another Piece in 
Proſe, which I take to be the ſame Thomas 
Naſh, called 4 Fourfold Way to a. Happy Life, 
in a Dialogue between a Countryman, Citizen, 
Divine, and Lawyer, printed 49. Lond. £633. 


Alexander NEviILE. 
| An Authorinthe Reign of Queen E/zaberh, 
that early addifted himſelf to Poetry, and was 
one of thoſe that the Eminent Zafper Feywood 
made choice of to joyni with ham and others, 
1n 
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in the Tranſlation of Seveca. Our Author un- 
dertook the Task, and at ſixteen Years of Age 
he tranſlated | CE | —_ 

Ocaipus, a Tragedy, which he Enghſhed 1n 
the Year 1560. and was printed with the Ri? of 
40.Lond.1581. and more 1mmedaately dedicated b. 
by the Author, To the Right Honourable Mr. 7 
Dr. #07ton, One of the Queens Majeſties Privy 
Council. Many were the Authors of Antiquity 7 
that writ on this Subject ; tho' but two Plays 7 
writ by Sophocles, v12. Oidimus Tovezrv©, and Ol. '» 
Aimvs em Koxorp, have deſcended to our Times; | 
from the which Seneca 1s {aid to have borrow'd 
part of this Play. Our Tranſlator acknowledges 
in his Epiſtle to his Patron and God-Father, 
©'That he has not beeti preciſe 11 following the 
* Author word for word ; but ſometimes by Ad- 
*dition, ſometimes by Subſtra&ton, to uſe the 
* aptelt Phraſes, 1n giving the Senſe, that he 
©*could invent. ED 

There are other Pieces which I ſuppoſe 
were writ by our Author, publiſhed in Zazzn ; 
as Oratio im Obitum Sydnai, printed 4+. Lond. 
1587. De Furoribus Norfolcien/inm Ketts Duce, *. 
printed 49. 1575. Aorvicas, ib1d. all which be- ©. 
ing printed about the time that he lived, make 
me 1magine them to be his. 


Robert NxviLF: 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charks the. Firlt, and 1n his younger Years was 
educated in the Univerſity of Cambridge,where 
he became a fellow of A7ng's Colledge. I know 
no- 
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7 nothing that he has publiſhe, but a ſingle Play, 
* calld Yo RI 
* Poor Scholar, a Comedy, printed 40. Lond. 
> 1662. This Play was (as 1 ſuppoſe) writ ſome 
#2 Years before, it being printed for Mr. A7r&- 
> nan. I know not whether ever it was aCted, 
> but T may preſume to ſay us no contemptible 
© Play for Plot and Language. It is commended 
= for an excellent one, by three Copies of Verſes 
© prefix'd to it, writ by-lus Fri:nds; One of 
+ which fays thus in its praiſe: | 


© Bees from abruiſedOx, ſays Maro, breed, 

But thoudraweſt Honey from a tatter'd weed. 
' Seemg thy Wit 's ſo pure, thy Phraſe ſo clean, 
Thy Senſe ſo weighty, that each Line's a Scene ; 
We'll change the Song (*), and cry as 7ruly too, 

Whither may not T his thy Poor Scholago ? 

T his fault the Beſt-nos'd Critichs only ſmell, 

T hat thy Poor Scholar 7s attir'd 700 well. 
Ben's Auditors were once in ſuch a mood, 
That he was forc'd to ſwear his Play was good : 
Thy Play than his, doth far more currant go, 
For without Swearing, we'll believe thine ſv. 
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-  Wilham, Duke ff NEwcasTLE. 


- ' TI am now arriv4d at a Nobleman, whoſe He- 
> roick ACtions, are too Copious and Illuſtrious 
-: for me to attempt the Pefcriotion of; and are 
- a fitter Subject for the Pen of a Modern Pl. 
 Zarch, it any ſuch were to be found, than for 
— mine: I ſhall leave therefore the Charifer of 
-; (4) an Oid Sorg, whoie Burden was, -1!as ! Puor Scholar 
* whither wilt they ga ? 
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this Valiant Heroe, Careful Tutor, Wiſe 
Stateſman, Exact Courtiter, and Loyal Sub- 
Je&, \. to. be deſcrib'd! by ſome Uluſtrious Hi- 
{torian; or elſe refer my Reader to his Life, 
already. writ in Lat and Engliſh, by the 
Hand of his Incomparable Dutcheſs : who du- 
ring his Lafe-time, deſcrib'd all his Glorious 
Actions, in a Stile ſo Noble and Maſculine, 
that ſhe ſeems to have even antedated his A4po- 
theofis., But tho' I dare not pretend to deſcribe 
his Heroick Atchievements, or view him 1n 
the Field, as a General; yet I ſhall preſume 
to look upon him 11 his Retirements, and con- 
ſider him as a Poet, and an Author, it being my 7 
1mmediate Province $ 
To ſpeak fr{t of his Acquaintance with 7 
the MHaſes, and his affable Deportment to all 7 
theirVYotaries: No Perſon ſince the Time of 
Auguſtus better underſtood Dramatick Poetry, 
aor more generouſly encourag'd Poets; 1ſo that 7 
we may truly call him our Engliſh Mecanas. * 
He hal a more particular kindneſs for that 
Great Maſter of Dramatick Poely, the Excellent 7 
Fohnſon;and 'twas from him that he attain'd toa ® 
perte&t Knowledge of what was to be account- 7 
| ed True Humour in Comedy. How well he © 
If - has copy'd his Malter, I leave to the Criticks: © 
| but T am ſure our late, as well as our preſent 7 
Laureat, have powerful Reaſons to defend his 
Memory. He has writ four Comedies, which |” 
have always been acted with applauſe ; vis. © 
Country Captain, a Comedy Fhria preſented 
by his Majeſties Servants at the Plack-fryars; © 
80. 71's Grave van Hlag. Ant. I 649, I believe this - 


Play was writduring his Exule. Hits 
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Humorous Lovers, a Comedy ated by his 


Royal Highneſs's Servants; printed 46. Lond, 
1677. This Play equals moſt Comedies of this 


i 

7 riumphant Widow, or The Medley of Fit- 
224rs, a Comedy acted by his Royal Highnels's 
Servants; printed 49. Lond. 1677. This was 
thought ſo excellent a Play by our preſent Lau- 
reat, that he has tranſcriþ'd a great part of it 
in his Bary-Parr. 

Lariety, a Comedy preſented by his Maje. 
ſties Servants at the Y/ack-fryars ; printed 80. 
Lond. 1649. This Play, and Country Captain, 
are always bound together: the Duke's Name 
* 1s notprefix'd to them, but I am confident they 
? are his, from ſeveral Teſtimonies; fince Mr. 
\ Alexander Brome writ a Copy 1n praile of this 
Play, direQed to his Grace, and printed before 
the Comedy, call'd Coven? Garden weeded: and 
Mr.Zejgh 1n a Copy direCted to Mr. Moſely (the 
* publiſher of Mr. Carthwrihi's Works) in 
= reckoning what Poetical Treatiſes he has pre- 
ſented the Publick with,names theſe two Plays, 
in the following Coupler: 


® Then fam'd Newcaltle's choice Variety, 
= MW7:1th his Brave Captain held up Poetry. 


We have many other Pieces writ by this Tn- 
= genious Nobleman, ſcattered up and down.in 
2 the Poems of his Dutcheſs: all which ſeem to 

= confirm the CharaQter given by Mr. Shadwell , 
b; T hat he was the greateſt Maſter of Wit, the moſt 
; » exadt Obſerver of Mankind, and the moſt acurate 
> Fudze of Humour, 7hat ever he tne. 
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Beſides What his Grace has writ 1n Drama- 
tick Poetry, he publiſhed during his Honour- 
able Exile at Antwerp, the moſt Magnificent, 
and withall the Beſt Book of Horſmanſhip, that 
was ever yet extant., How eminent has sk11l 
was 1n that Noble Art of Dreſſing Horſes in the 
Manage, is well known not only to our Coun- 
trymen but to all Nations of Europe : Perſons 
of all Countries, and thoſe of the beſt Quality 
crouding to his Manage at Antwerp, to ſee him 


ride. Inſomuch that Signzor del Campo, One of |} 


the moſt KDOVI0G AO of his Time, ſaid to 
the Duke (upon his Diſmounting) as 1t were 
in an Extaſie, 7] faut tirer Ia Planche; The 
Bridee muſt be drawn up: meaning that no R1- 
der muſt preſume to come 77 Horſemanſhip 
after him. M. De So/ezl, (one of the beſt Wr1- 
ters that I have met with amonglt the French) 
when he enlarged his Ze Parfai& Mareſchal, 
borrowed the Art of Breeaine trom the Duke's 
Book, as he owns 1n his Avis au Lefeur ; and 
{tiles him Un aes plus accomplis Cavaliers de 
metre temps. ' But having nam'd this For- 
reigner's borrowing from his Grace, T ſhould 
Juitly deſerve to be branded with Ingratitude, 
ſhoul 
this Great Man, that I am indebted for ſeveral 
Notions borrow'd from his Grace, in a little E{- 
ſay of Horſemanſhip, printed 89. Oxon. 1685. 
Nay, further, I think it no ſmall Glory that IT 
am the only Author that T know of, who has 
uoted him 1n Erg/hſh. He has written two 
Books ot Horſemanſhip; the firſt in French, 


called £4 Methode nowvelle ds Dreſſer les Che- 


Vaux, 


d I not own, That 'tis. to the Work of 
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vaux, avec Fignres, Fol. Ant. 1658. The other 
in Engliſh, ſtiled 4 New Method and Extraor- 
dinary Invention to dreſs Horſes, and work them 
according to Nature, as alſo to perfet? Nature by 
the Subtlety of Art, Fol. Lond.1667. The hyit 
Book was writ by the Dnke in Z#ng/iſh, and 
made French at his command, by a Walton: ; and 
1s extraordinary ſcarce and dear. The latter 
(as the Duke informs his Reader) © Is netther 
<2 Tranſlation of the firſt, nor an abſolutely 
© neceſlary Addition to it, and may be of uſe 
© without the other, as the other hath been h1- 
©therto, and {till is without this ; but both to- 
© oether will queſtionleſs do belt. Wn 

I beg my Reader's Pardon, if I have dwelt 
upon this SubjeR, to the tryal of his Patience : 
but I have ſo great a Value for the Art it ſelf, 
and ſuch a Reſpect for the Memory of the beſt 
of Horſemen, that I cannot refrain from tref- 
paſling yet further, by tranſcribing an Epi- 
gram writ to the Duke, on this Subje&; bur 
it being the production of the Immortal 7ohr- 


F ſon (*)) 1 hope that alone will attone far the 


D1greſſon. 
An Epigram to H:iHam Duke of Newcaſtle. 


When firſt, my Lord, T ſaw you back your Horſe, 
Provoke his Mettle, and command his force 
Toall the uſes of the Field, and Race, 
Methought Tread the ancient Art of Thrace, 
And ſaw a Centaure paſt thoſe tales of Greece, 
Sa ſeem'd your Florſe, and you both of a piece ! 


48) Underwood, Po 223, 


Bb 2 You 


I 


{xn 10 the Zomgy Suitia; by concluding 
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Yeu ſhew'd like Perſeus, upon Pegaſus ; 
Or Caſtor mounted on þ15 Cyllarus : 

Or what we hear our home-born Legend telt 
Of bold Sir Bevis, and his Arundel : 

Nay, ſo your Seat his Beauties aid endorſe, 
As I began to wiſh my ſelf a Horſe : 

And ſurely had 7 but your Stables ſeen 
Before : 7 think my wiſh abſoly'd had been. 

For never ſaw I yet the Muſes dwell, 

Nor any of their Honſhola, half ſo well. 

So well ! as when I ſaw the Floor, and Room, 
7 hok;d for Hercules to be the Groom: 

And cry d, Away with the Cziarian Breed, 
At theſe immortal Mangers Virgul fed. 


Margaret Duzcheſsof NEWCASTLE 


A Lady worthy the Mention and Eſteem 
of all Lovers of Poetry and Learning. One, 
who was a fit Conſort for ſo Great a Wit, as 
the Duke of Newcaſtle. Her Soul ſympathiſin 
with his 1n all things, eſpecially OO Peamaticl 
Poetry ; to which ſhe had a more than ordinary 
propenſity. She has publiſher ſix and twenty 
Plays, beſides ſeveral looſe Scenes; nineteen 


of which are bound, and printed in one Vo- 


lume in Fol. 1662. the others in Folio, Lond. 
1668. under the Title of Plays never before 


pranted. | 


4 ſhall not preſume to-palſs my Judgment on 
the Writings of this: Kamiraliſe Dutcheſs; 
but rather 1mitate the Carriage of Pulius Scg- 
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with him (), /gitur ut tam laudibilts FHerome 
Ratio habeatur, non auſim objicere et juaicn ſe- 
veritatem. T know there are ſome that have 
but a mean Opinion of her Plays ; but 11 1t be 


confider'd that both the Language and Plots of 
them are all her own : I think ſhe ought with. 


Juſtice to be preferr'd to others of her Sex, 


which have built their Fame on other People's 
Foundations : ſure I am, that whoever will 


_ conſider well the ſeveral EpiſHes before her 


Books, and the General Prologue to all her 
Plays, 1f he have any ſpark of Generoſity, or 
Good Breeding, will be favourable in his Cen- 
ſure. As a proof of my Aﬀertion, 1t may be 
proper 1n this place, before I give an Account 
of her Plays, to tranſcribe part of that gene- 
ral Prologue, the whole being too long to be 
here inſerted. 


But Noble Readers, ao not think my Plays 

Are ſuch as have been writ in former Days ; 

As Johnſon, Shakeſpear, Beaumont,Fletcher 
Writ ; 

Mine want their Learning, Reading, Language, 

TheT atin Phraſes { could never tell, | Wit;. 

ButJohnſon could,which made him write ſo well. 

Greek, Latin Poets, 7 conld never read, 

Nor their Fiftorians, but our Enghſh Speed : 

{ could not fteal their W1t, nor Plots out take ; 

All my Plays Plots, my own poor Brain did 
make; 

From Plutarch's Story, 7 mere took a Plot, 

{or from Romances, nor from Don Quixot, 


('f) Poet L.6.C. 6. 
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As others have, for to affiſt their Wit, 
But 1 upan my own Foundation writ jc. 


T haſten now to give an Account of the T1- 
tles of her Plays, according to'qur accuſtomed 
order ; vis. ; L | 

Apocryphal Ladies, a Comedy. Thais Play 
conliſts of three and twenty Scenes, but 1s not 
divided into Adts. 

Bell in Campo, a Tragedy in two parts: In 
the ſecond Play, are ſeveral Copies of Yerlſes 
writ by the Duke of Newcaftle. 

Blaſing World, a Comedy : 'Tho' this be {til'd 
a Play in former Catalogues, yet 1t 1s but a 
Fragment; the Authreſs before ſhe had finiſht 


the ſecond A& defiſted, not finding her Ge- F. 


n1us tend to the proſecution of ar. 
Bridals, a Comedy. : 
Comtal Haſh, a Comedy : This Play has 
not been in any Catalogue before. 
Convent of Pleaſure, a Comedy. 
Female Academy, a Comedy. 

| L.aay Contemplation, a Comedy in two parts. 
Three Scenes in the firſt, and two in the ſecond 
part, were writ by the Duke. 

Loves Adventures, 1n two parts, a Comedy. 
The Song, and the 'ZEp:thalaminm, in the laſt 
Scene1n the ſecond part, was likewiſe writ by 
the Duke. 2 WE 2 

Matrimonial Trouble, in two parts ; the ſe- 
cond being a Tragedy, or as the Authrels {tiles 
it, a Tragh.comedy. 


Natures three Daughters, Beauty, Love, and 


/Ft; a Comedy, in two parts. 
| Pre- 
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- Preſence, a Comedy. To this are added 


twenty nine {ingle Scenes, which the Dutcheſs 
deſign'd to have inſerted into this ay ror 
| ing1t would too much lengthen at, the printed 
= them ſeparately. rea 
= Publick Wooing, a Comedy, 1n which the 
{ Duke writ ſeveral of the Suitors Speeches; as 
® that of the Souldier, the Countryman, the 
*Z Spokeſman for the Baſhful Suitor; beſides two 
2 other Scenes, and the two Songs at the End of 
= the Comedy. 
= LFRehginus, a Tragi-comedy. 
 gIeveral Hts, a Comedy. cy 
= FSociable Companions, or The Female Wits, a 
= Comedy. 
* QUnnatural Tragedy. The Prologue and Epi- 
* gue, were of the Duke's making. ACt 2. Sc. 3. 
> the Dutcheſs inveighs againſt Mr. Cambden's 
= Brittannia: tho' whether with Juſlice, I leave 
3 It to the Determination of others. 
= Mts Cabal, a Comedy in two parts: His 
> Grace writ the Epilogue to the firlt part. 
* QDouth's Glory, aud Death's Banquet; a Tra- 
= gedy 1n two parts. Two Scenes with the 
> Speeches at the firſt part, in commendation of 
= e Mille Sans pareiHle, were writ by his Grace ; 
2 ſo were all the Songs and Verſes in the ſecond 
> part.» | 
* The Blazing Wirld, Bridal, Convent of Pleas: 
= ſure, Preſence, and. Sociable Companions, are 
* printed together in one Volume; and the reſt 
2 20 another. 
= As to her other Works, I ſhall only mention 
2 the Titles, and the Dates when printed ; and : 
4D ; | ſha 
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ſhall begin with the Crown of her Labonrs, 
The Life of the Duke of Newcaſtle, zn Engliſh, 
printed Folio Lond. 1667. and in Zatim Folio 
Lond. 1668 Nature's Piftare drawn by Fancy s 
Pencil to the Life, printed Fol. Lond. 1656. 
at the End of it ſhe has writ her own Life. 
Philoſophical Fancies, printed Fol. Lond. 165 }. 
Philoſophical and Phyſical Opinions, Fol. Lond. 
i655. Philoſophical Letters, Fol. Lond. 1664. 
Two Hundred and Eleven Sociable Letters, 


Fol. Lond. 1664. Oratzons, Fol. 1662. Poems, 
Fol. 1653. 


Thomas NxEtwrToON. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of Queen | 
Elizabeth; and joyn'd with Jaſper Heywood, 
and Alexander Nevil above-named and others, 
in the Tranſlation of Seneca's Tragedies. Tho' 
our Author tranſlated but one Play, yet he pub- 
Hihed all the Ten; and dedicated them to Sir 7 
F homas Henage, Treaſurer of her Majeſties 7 
Chamber. The Play which our Author has # 
render'd into Engliſh, is intituled _ 7 

_ T hebazs, a Tragedy. This by fome 1s be- 
teved not to be Seneca's; becauſe in this Tra- 7 
gedy 7ocaſta appears alive, and in Oedipus ſhe 
ts kill d:and it 1s not likely that he would write 
two Dranmas, that ſhould ſa very much differ 7 
in the Cataſtrophe. Bur if it be Seneca's, 'tis 
the ſhorteſt of his Tragedies.and has no Chorus; 
and 1s ſaid by One, * to be Perpetuum Canticum, 
unallis diverbiis mcorruptum. ft . 
_T know not how Mr. Philips (*) came to jy 


(8) Page 182, * Toyſii Colle, Comm, in Trag,Serece, I | 
aſcrids | 
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aſcribe Tamburlaine the Great to this Author ; 
for tho' Marhe's Name be not printed 1n the 
Title-page, yet both in Mr. A:rkman's and my 
former Catalogue printed 1680. his Name 1s 


prehix'd. 
Thomas Nucr. 


An Author of the ſame Time, and joynd in 
the ſame Deſign with the former. We are 
owing to his pains for the Verſion of One Play 
of Seneca's, called | 

Ofavn, a Tragedy. This 1s the only Tra- 
gedy of the Ancients that I know of, that 1s 
tounded on Hiſtory ſo near the time of the Au- 
thor. I ſhall not pretend to determine, whe- 
ther it was writ by Seneca, or no: tho' Delris 
and others deny it. For the Hiſtory, ſee Se- 
tonius in Vit. Claud. Nero. Tacitus, L.12. C.14- 
Lon, Of. 


O. 
Thomas OTwar. 


"A N Author who was well known to moſt 
Perſons of this Age, who are famous for 

Wit and Breeding. He was formerly (as I have 
heard)bred for ſome time 1n Chri/t-Charch Col- 
ledge in Oxford. From thence he removed to 

* London,where he ſpent ſome time in Dramatick 
2. Poetry ; and by degrees writ himſelf into Repu- 
= fation with the Court, His Genus in Come 
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dy lay a little too much to Libertiniſm, but 18 
Tragedy he made it his buſineſs for the molt 
part to obſerve the Decorum of the Stage. He 
was a man of Excellent parts and daily 1mpro- | 
ved in his Writing : but yet ſometimes fell into 
plagiary as well as his Contemporaries, and 
made ule of Shakeſpear, to the advantage of his 
Purſe, at leaſt, it not his Reputation. - 

He has publiſht ten Dramatick Pieces, ( 11 
we may be allow'd to reckon his Farces as Dt- 
ftin& Plays ) of which we ſhall give the Rea- 
der a particular Account, beginning with 

Alcibiades, a Tragedy acted at the Duke's 
Theatre, printed 49. Lond. 1675. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Charles, Earl of £Mze- 
dleſex. This Play 1s writ in Heroick Verſe, and 
was the firit Fruits of our Author's Muſe. He 
has made Alcibades, a Perſon of true Honour, 
chuſing rather to looſe his Life, than wrong his 
Defender King Apis, or his betrothed wife 7 7- 
manudra: whereas Plutarch gives him a diffe- 
rent Character ; telling us that in. the King's 
Abſence he abuſed his Bed, and got his Queen 
7imea with Child, and that 7 imatiara was not 
his Wife, but his Miſtreſs : and Fu/tn ſayes (*) 
That he was informed of the deſign of the La- 
cedmoonianPrincesagainit his Life,by theQueen 
of King 42s, with whom he had committed 
Adultery. 

Atheiſt, or the Second part of The Souldiers 
Fortune, a Comedy acted at the Duke's The- 
atre, Printed 45. Lond. 1684. and dedicated to 
the Lord El/ande, Eldeſt Son to the Marqueſs 
(b) Lib. 5+ Cap. | EEE Roa oe, A 
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of Hallifax. The Plot between —_— and 
Portia, 1s founded on Scarron's Novel of The 
Inviſible Miſtreſs. 

Cheats of Scapin, a Farce adted at the Duke's 
Theatre, printed 49. Lond. 1677. "Tis printed 
with Titus and Berenice, and dedicated to 
the Right Honourable Zobn, Earl of Ro- 
cheſter. This Play is tranſlated from a French 
Comedy of cMolhere ; though 'tis not printed 
amongſt his Plays of the Amfterdam Edition 
= ins Tomes, which I have by me; yet that it 
= 1s his, I colle& from M. Bozleav's Art of Poetry : 
= be ſays thus: 

* FEftuaiezla Cour, & connoifſez la Ville ; 
L'une oy PFantre eſt toujours en Modeles fertile. 
C'eſt par la que Moliere Hluſtrant ſes Ecrits, 
Peut-eftre de ſon Art euſt remporte le prax ; 

S1 moins ami du Peuple en ſes doftes perntures, 
t1In'euſt point fait ſouvent grimacer ſes Figures, 
Quztte pour le Bouffon, Fagreable oy be fin, 

Et ſans honte a Terence a/llie Tabarin. 

Dans ce ſac ridicule, ou Scapin Sewveloppe, 

Je ne reconnozs point  Auteur duMilanthrope. 


= But notwithſtanding the Farce in this Come- 
= dy, Molyere has borrow'd the Deſign from 7e- 
© rence his Phormzo, as may be viſible to thoſe 
22 that will compare them. 

Cams Marins his Hiſtory and Fall, a Tragedy 
= acted at the Duke's Theatre, printed 49. Lond. 
2 1680.and dedicated to the L4 Viſcount Faulk- 
= #nd. A great part of this Play is borrow'd 


Tacter 


— 


where ſpeaking of Moere 1n the third Canto, 


2 irom Shakeſpear's Romeo and Faliet ; as the Cha. . 


_— —— 
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 _ raQterof Marms Junior, and Zavina the Nurle, 

and S#uſpitius : which laſt 1s carried on by our 

Author to the End of the Play: though Mr. 

Dryden ſays in his Poſtſcript to Granada, That 
* Shakeſpear ſaid himſelf, that he was forc'd to 
111 ; old; 1n the 34. Act, to prevent being 
*kill'd by him. For the true Hiſtory of Ma- 
71us Senior, ſee Plutarch's Life of C. Marius ; 
Lucan's Pharſalia, 11b. 2. Fhoras 11b. 3. c. 21. 

Don Carlos Prince of Spain, a Tragedy acted 
at the Duke's Theatre; printed 49. Lond. 1679. 
and dedicated to his Royal Highneſs the Duke. 
This Play is writ 1n Heroick Verſe, as well as 
Alcibiades ; that being the firſt, this the ſecond 
thatever he writ or thought of writing.For the 
Hiſtory,confult the $panzſh Chronicles, as Loirs . 
de Mayerne; Turquet's Chronicle of Spain; Cab- | 
rera's Life of Philp the Second ; T huanus; Bran- 
tome, xc. Tho' 1 beheve our Author chiefly 
follow'd the Novel of Don Carlos, tranſlated 
from the French, and printed 89. Lond. 1674. 
which 1s the molt perfte& Account of that Tra- 
gical Story that I have met with. 

Friendſhip m Faſhion, a Comedy acted at his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke's Theatre ; printed 
4.*. L,oud.1678. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Charles, Earl of Dorſet and Middle- 
fex. This 1s a very diverting Play, and was i 
acted with general applauſe. 

Orphan, or The Unhappy Marriage ; a Tra- 
gedy acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke's 
"Theatre ; printed 49. Zond. 1680. and dedica- 
ted to her Royal Highneſs the Dutcheſs. This 
1s 2 ery moying Tragedy, and 1s founded on 

P 
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& a Novel, call'd Zng/iſh Adventures : See the Hi- 
ſtory of Brandon, p. 17. wy 
Souldiers Fortune, a Comedy acted by their 
Royal Highneſs's Servants, at the Duke's The- 
atre; printed 49. Lond. 1681. This Play 1sde- 
dicated to Mr. Bentley his Stationer: and 1s 
(as he ſays) a fort of Acquittance for the Mo- 
& ney recetv'd for the Copy. "There are ſeveral 
© pallages in this Play, that have been. touch'd 
j'} BEA by others : As for Inftance, the Plot of 
= My Lady Dance, making her Husband the A- 
=Z gent 1n the Intrigue between Feangard and 
P 0 to convey the: Ring and Letter, 1s the 
SubjeR of other Plays writ before this; as The 
Fawne, and Fhra's Yagaries : and the Original 
| Story 18 1n Poccace s Novels, Day 3. Nov. 3. Sir 
= 7olly boulting out of his Cloſet, and ſurpriſing 
= his Lady and Beaugard kifling, and her De- 
| portment thereupon; 1s borrow'd from Scar- 
ron's Comical Romance, 1n the Story of £M/7- 
amant, or The Rampant Laay, p. 227. tho' by 
the way, that Story 1s not 1n the French Copy, 
and I ſuppoſe was not writ by Scarron; but was 
rather tranſlated from Les Amoaurs des Dames 
THuſtres de notre Siecle. The Behaviour of 
Blhoay-bones, 1s ike the Bravo, in the Anti. 
74ary ; and that of Courtine at Shora's Balcony, 
like Mon/icur T homas his Carriage to his Mi- 
itreſs, 1n that Play of Fetcher's lo called. 
Titus and Berence, a Tragedy afted at the 
Duke's Theatre; printed 429. Lond. 1677. and 
dedicated with the Cheats of Scapin, as afore- 
{aid. This Play is tranſlated from the French 
ol Monſieur Racine ; 1t conlidts of three Ads, 


ang 
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and is written in Heroick Verſe. For the Story 
of Titus and Berenice, ſee Suetomns 1n his Lite, 
Ch. 7. See belides Foſepbus, Dion, oc. 
Penice preſerved, or A Plot diſcovered; a 
Tragedy acted at the Duke's Theatre; printed 


49. Lond. 1682. and dedicated to the Dutcheſs | 


. of Portſmouth. T have not at preſent any par- 
ticular Hiſtory of Yenzce by me, but ſuppole 


this Story may be found in ſome of the Writers 
on the Yenetian Aﬀairs ; as Bembus, Sabellicus, 


Manrocenus, Paruta, (Fc. 
Beſides his Dramatick Poems, oiir Author 


writ a Stitcht Poem, call'd 7 he Poet's Complamt 
to his Muſe, printed 49. Lond. 1680. and a Pa- 
ſtoral on King Charles the Second, printed with 
Mrs. Behn's Lyciaas, 80. p. 81. Add to theſe his i 
Tranſlation out of French, being a Book call'd 


The Hiſtory of the Trinmurrates, printed ſince 
his Deceaſe 89. Lond. 1686. 


= 
_ John Pars@rave. 


A* Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
A Henry the Eighth. He was Bachelor of | 
Divinity, but of what Univerſity I know not, 
and was Chaplain to the King. He printed 2 


Play in an Old Engliſh CharaQter, call'd 


PO RES WRT ROMS gy Wo 


Accolaſtus, a Comedy printed 49. 1540. and ; } 


dedicated to King Henry the Eighth. This 

Play was tranſlated from the Latine Accolaſius 

written by Gaizelmus Fullonias, the Engliſh be- | 
ing | 
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ing printed after the Laine. The Plot 1s:the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son in the Goſpel, and 
the Author has endeavour'd to imitate. 7 erence 
and Plhautas in the Oeconomy : *T'was let forth. 
by the Author Fa/llomns, before the Burgellcs 
of the Hague in Holland, An. Dom. 1529. +» 

This Author publiſht beſides Z Eclarrerſſe- 

= ment de la Langue Francoiſe. ----I530. 
George PEEL. 

An Author that liv'd in the Reign of Queen 
= Elzabeth, and was formerly Student, and Mr. 
= of Arts of Chriſt-Church Colledge in Oxford. 
= He is the Author of Two Plays, which are in 
ZW print ; v7. 6 ! 
= DPavidand Bethſabe their Love, with the Tra- 

* gedy of Abſalom, divers times play'd on the 
W Stage; and printed 45. Lond. 1599. This Play 
= 3s founded on Holy Scripture : See Samet, 
= £A7nes, oc. ; 
= FZaward the Firſt, Sirnamed Zdiward. Long- 
= ſpanks, with his Return from the Holy. Land. 

{ Alſo the Lafe of Zlewelhn Rehel in Hales. 
= Laſtly the ſinking of Queen Z#/;nor, who ſunk 
= at Charing-Croſs, role again at Potters Hithe, 
= now named Queen-hithe, printed 49. Lond. 1593. 
& For the Story ſee the Authors that haye writ 
2 of thoſe times; as Wal/iuzham, Fabian, Matth. 
= We/im. Pol. Virgil, Grafton, FHolling ſhead, Stow, 
= Seed, Martyn, Baker, &c. | A 
= FT am not ignorant, "that another Tragedy, 
= to wit, Alphonſus Emperor of Germany,is.aſcri- 
= »<d to him 1n former Catalogues, which has 

Cc OC- 
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occaſion'd Mr. H7nftantey's miſtake : but I af- 
ſure my Reader, that that Play was writ by 
Chapman, for T have it by me with his Name 
afixt to 1t. | 

Mr. Philips mentions ſome Remnants of his 
Poetry extant in a Book call'd England's Felli-- | 
con, which I never ſaw. 


Mary Counteſs of PEMBROKE. 


The belov'd Sifter of the Admirable Sr. Ph:/ip 
S:dney (to whom he dedicated his Arcadia) and 
Patron to the Ingenious Danzel. A Lady whoſe 
Inclinattons led her not only to the Patronage 
but love of the Muſes : as appears by a Tragedy 
of Hers 1n print, call'd An70nzus, which to my 
regret I never yet law, though I have earneſtly 
defired 1t; 1t1s thus commended by Mr. Danicl, 
in his Dedication of Cleopatra. Ly 


7, who contented with an humble Song, 
Made Muſick to my ſelf that pleas d me beſt, 
And only told of Delia, and her wrong, [unreſft, 
"ed prais'd per Eyes, and plain'd mine own 
AText, from whence my Muſe had not aigreft, 
Had [ not ſeen thy wellgracd Anthony, 
Adorn'd by thy ſweet flile, mm our fair Tongue, 
Requir d h1s Cleopatra's Company. 
Mr. Ts 0 through miftake (as formerly) 
has aſcrib'd another Play to her, viz. Alb:ou's 
Triumph, a Maſque. I know nothing elſe of 


this Adnurable Lady's Writing, 
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Mrs. Katherine Pair ps. 

A Lady of that admirable Merit, and Repu- 
tation, that her Memory will be honour'd of 
all Men, that are Favourers of Poetry. One, 
who not only has equall'd all that 15 reported 
of the Poetefles of Antiquity, the Lesb:an Sapho, 
and the Roman Su/p:7:a, but whoſe Merit has 
juſtly found her Admirers, amongſt the greateſt 
Poets of our Age : and though I will not pre- 
ſume to compare our Poets with Martzal, who 
writ in praiſe of Sujp:tia, or Horace, Anſonius, 
and SyHontus, who commended Sapho, leait I 
offend their Modeſty who are {till living : yet 
I will be ſo far bold as to afſert, that the Earls 
of Orrery and Roſcommon, the Incomparable 
Cowley, and the Ingenious Fl/atman, with 0- 
thers (amongſt whom I muſt not forget my 
much reſpected Countryman James Tyrrel Elg;) 
would not have employ'd their Pens in praiſe 
of the Excellent Orinda, had ſhe notjullly de- 
{ſerv'd their Elogies, and poſſibly more than 
thoſe Ladies of Antiquity : for as Mr.Cow/ey 
obſerves, 1n his third S7arze on her Death, 


Of Female Poets, who had Names of old, 
Nothing 1s ſhewn but only told, | 

And all we hear f them, perhaps may be 

Male Flattery only, and Male Poetry; © 

Few pinutes aid their Beauties Lightning waſte. 

The T hunder of their Yoice did longer laſt, 
But that too foon was paſt. | 

The certain proofs of our Orinda's Wit, 

/n her own laſting Charatters are writ, 

| C G 2 PLES PA Ly | 
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nd they will lng my Praiſe of them ſurvive, 
Tho" long perhaps that too may live. 
The Traae of Glory manag'd by the Pen 
T ho' great it be, and every where is found, 
Does bring in but ſmall profit to us Men, 
'T is by the numbers of the Sharers drown'd ; 
Orinda, 7 the Female Courts of Fame 
Engrofſes all the Goods of a Poetich Name, 
She aoth no Partner with her ſee ; 
Does all the buiſmeſs there alone, Which we 
Are forc'd to carry on by a whole Company. 


The Occaſion of our mention of this Ex- 
cellent Perſon 1n this place, 1s on the Account 
of two Dramatick Pieces, which ſhe has tranſ- 
lated from the French of Monſieur Cornerlle : 
_ and that with ſuch exquiſite Art and Judgment, 
that the Copies of each ſeem to tranſcend the 
Original. | 
© #orace, a Tragedy; which I ſuppoſe was 
left imperte& by the untimely Death of the Au- 
threſs; and the fifth ACt was afterwards ſup- 
ply'd by Sir Zobn Denham. This Play was acted 
at Court, by Perſons of Quality; the Duke of 
Monmouth ſpeaking the Prologue : Part of 
which being 1n Commendation of the Play, I 
ſhall tranſcribe. 


T has Mar tial Story which thro' France did come, 
And there was wrought m Great Corneille's 
Loom ; We” 
Orinda's Matchleſs Muſe to Brittain brought, 
And Forreign Yerſe, our Engliſh Accents 
So ſoft that to our ſhame,uwe underſtand | taught; 
They could not fall but from a Lady's tha 

Lt 
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Thus while a Woman Horace did tranſlate, 

Horace 4d rife above a Roman Fate. 
For the Plot of this Play, conſult Zzvy's Hiſto- 
ry, Lib. 1. Floras Lab. 1. C. 3. Diony/tns Halli. 
carnaſſe&us, (Fc. "_ 

Pompey, a Tragedy, which I have ſeen acted 
with great applauſe, at the Duke's Theatre; and 
at the End was aQted that Farce printed 1n the 
ith Att of 7 he Play-honſe to be Let. Thas Play 
was tranſlated at the Requelt of the Earl of Or- 
rery, and publiſhed in Obedience to the Com- 
mands of the Right Honourable the Counteſs 
of Corſe ; to whom it is dedicated. How great 
an Opinion My L.* Orrery had of this Play,may 
appear from the following Verſes, being part 
of a Copy addrelt to the Authreſs. 


You Enghſh Corneille's Pompey with fuch 
Flame, 

T hat you both raiſe our wonder and þis Fame ; 

1f he could read :t, he like us would call 

T7 he Copy greater than the Original : 

Tou cannot mend what is already done, 

Unleſs you'l finiſh what you have begun : 

Who your Tranſlation ſees, cannot but ſay, 

T hat 't1s Orinda's Work, and but his Play. 

TheFrench 7o [earn our Language now will fek 

To hear their Greateſt it more nobly ſpeak ; 

Rome 700 would grant, were our Tongue to her 
known, 

Czlar ſpeaks better mn't, than in his own. 
And - thoſe Wreaths once circled Pompey's 
row, 

Exalt his Fame, leſs than your Perſes now. 
"© 2 Both 
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Both theſe Plays with the reſt of her Poems, 
are printed 1n one Volume in Fol. Loud. 1678. 
This Lady to the Regret of all the Beau Monde 
1n general, died of the Sma/l-pox, on the 229. 
ol Zune 1664. being but One and Thirty Years 


of Age, having not left any of her Sex , her 
Equal 1n Poetry. | 


Sam. PoRDaGE, £/q,; : 


A Gentleman who was lately ( 1t he be not 
{o at preſent) a Member of the Worthy Socie- 
ty of Zincolns-ZTun. He has publiſht two Plays 
1n Heroick Verle, v2. 

Herod aud £Mariamne, a Tragedy acted at 
the Duke's Theatre, and printed 49%. Loud. 1673. 
This Play was writ a dozen Years, before it 
was made publick, and given to Mr, Sez7le by 
a Gentleman, to uſe and form as he pleas'd: 
he preferr'd it to the Stage, and dedicated 1t to 
the Dutcheſs of Albermarle. For the Plot, I 
think the Author has follow'd Mr. Ca/praneat's 
Cleopatra, a Romance, in the Story of Tyriaa- 
tes; but for the true Hiltory, conſult 7o- 
ſephas, Philo-Fudans, Eberns, Egyſtppas, oc. 
 Sege of Babylon, a Fragi-comedy, acted at 
the Theatre; dedicated to her ane jo Highneſs 
the Dutcheſs, and printed 49. £Zond.1678. This 
Play 1s founded on the Romance of Ca//andara. 


Henry PoRTER. 
An Author in the Reign of Queen E/zabeh, 
who writ a pleaſant Hiſtory, called The 7wo 
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Anery Women of Abington, wth the humorons 
Mirth of Dick Coomes, and Nicholas Proverbs, 
7wo Servingmen ; play'd by the Right Honou- 
rable, the Earl of Nor7tingham, 1.4 High Admi- 
ral's Servants, and printed 49. Lond. 1599. 


Thomas PorTER, &/q; - 


An Author that has writ in our Times two | 
Plays, which are recety'd with Candor, by all 
Judges of Wat ; v28. 

Carnival, a Comedy atted at the Theatre- 
Royal, by his Majeſties Servants ; printed 49. 
Lond. 1664. 

Fllain, a Tragedy, which TI have ſeen ated 
at the Duke's Theatre with great applauſe : the 
part of Maligniz being incomparably play'd by 
Mr. Sandford. 

What this Author may have writ beſides, I 


know not; and am lorry I can gtve no better 
e 


Account of One, who 


Writings I love and 
admire. 


George PowEL. 


A Perſon now living, the Author of a 

Tragedy, call'd 
The treacherous Brother, ated by their Ma- 
jeſties Servants, at the Theatre-Royal ; and 
printed 40. Lond, 1690. *T1s dedicated to the 
Patentees, and Sharers of thetr Majeſties The- 
atre; and commended by a Copy of Larm 
Verſes, writ by his Fellow-Aqtor Mr. 764 
Fiudzſon. For the Foundation of the Play, L 
take 1t to be borrow'd from a Romance in Fol. 
CC 4 call'd 


& | | 
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call'd The Wall Flower : and tho' they are not 
alike in all particulars, yet any One that will 
take the pains to read them both, will find 
the Soporifick Potion, given to /ftocles and 
Semanthe, to be the ſame 1n quantity, with that 
given to Honoria, Amariſ/a and Hortenſia, 1n 
the aforeſaid Romance. | 


Thomas PRESTON. 


A very ancient Author, who writ a Play in 
old faſhion'd Metre; :which he calls 4 £4- 
mentable Tragedy, mixed full of pleaſant Mirth ; 
containing the Life of Cambiſes King of Per/ta, 
from the beginning of his Kingdom unto his | 
Death, his one good deed of Execution, after 
the many wicked Deeds, and tyrannous Mur- 
ders committed by and through him ; and laff 
of all his 0a1ons Death, by Gods Fuſtice appointed. 
Done im ſuch order as followeth ; printed 49. 
Lond. —— by John Allde. .In ſtead of naming 
more than 7uftizu and Herodotus, for the true 
Story, I ſhall ſet down the beginning of this 
Play, ſpoke by King Cambiſes ; not only to 
g1ve our Reader a Taſte of ourAuthor's Poetry; 
but becauſe I belicve 1t was this Play Shake- 
ſpear (') meant, when he brought in Sir John 
Faſtaff, Ipeaking 1n K. Cambyſes Vein. 


My Counfaile grave and ſapient, 
with Lord's of Legal Tram - 
Attentrue cares towards us bend, 

and mark what ſhall be ſain. 
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So you likewiſe my valiant Knight 
do e manly atts doth fly, 
By brate of Fame the ſounding trump 
doth perſe the azure Sky. | 
«My ſapient words 1 {9 perpend 
and ſo your Skill delate : 
You know that Mors vanquiſhed hath 
Cyrus tha! King of ſtate, 
And I by due Inheritance 
pojſefs that Princely Crown - 
Ruling by ſword of mighty force 
7 place of great Renown. 


Edmund PrESTwWITH. 


{ The Author of a Tragedy,called Zyppol:ites, 
W (which as I ſuppoſe 1s tranflated from Sexeca) 
W tho' I never ſaw 1t; but have heard 'twas print- 

| ed in octavo. Mr. Philips and Mr. Hinſlaniey, 

have placed another Play to his Account, 922. 
The Feftors - but 1t was a fault, which I ſup- 
pole they were led into by my Catalogue, 
printed 1680. as I my ſelf was; tho' I muſt 
now aſſure my Reader, 'That that Play has no 
| Name to 1t, and in Mr. Airkman's Catalogue 1s 
{et down as an Anonymal Play. 


Francis QUARLES, £/q; 


His Gentleman was Son to Zames Quarles, 
Eſq; who was Clerk of the Green-Chrh, 

and Puryeyor to Queen Z/izabeth. He was 
| Born 


— ed. 
een 


p 


408. An Ajcount of the 
call'd The Fall Flower: and tho' they are not 
alike 1n all particulars, yet any One that will 
take the pains to read them both, will find 
the Soporifick Potion, given to /ftocles and 
Semanthe, to be the ſame 1n quantity, with that | 
given to Jonoria, Amariſ/a and Hortenſia, in 
the aforeſaid Romance. | 


Thomas PRESTON. 


A very ancient Author, who writ a Play in 
old faſhion'd Metre; which he calls 4 £a- 
mentable Tragedy, mixed full of pleaſant Mirth ; 
containing the Life of Cambiſes King of Per/ta, 
from the beginuing of his Kingdom unto his 
Death, his one good deed of Execution, after 
the many wicked Deeds, and tyrannous Mur- 
ders committed by and through him ; and laff 
of all his odions Death, by Gods Fuſtice appointed. 
Done im ſuch order as followeth ; printed 4®. 
Lond. —— by John Allde. In {ſtead of naming 
more than 7a/tzu and Herodotus, for the true 
Story, I ſhall {et down the beginning of this 
Play, ſpoke by King Clambſes ; not only to 
£g1ve our Reader a Taſte of ourAuthor's Poetry; 
but becauſe I believe it was this Play Shake- 
ſpear (*) meant, when he brought in Sir John 
Faſtafj, ipeaking 1n K. Cambyſes Vein. 


My Counſaile grave and ſapient, 
| with Lora's of Legal Trat : 
| Attentrue cares towards us bend, 
j and mark what ſhall be ſain, 


" (1) Bern, IV. AR 2, 
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So you likewiſe my valiant Knight 
whoſe maniy acts doth fly, 
By brate of Fame the ſounamg rump 
doth perſe the azure Sky. 
My ſapient words T ſay perpend 
and ſo your Skill delate : 
You know that Mors vanquiſhed hath 
Cyrus tha? King of ſlate, 
And I by due Inheritance 
pojjeſs that Prancely Crown - 
Ruling by ſword of mighty force 
71 place of great Renown. 


Edmund PRESTWITH. 
The Author of a Tragedy,called Zyppol/iftes, 


cr IN (which as I ſuppoſe is tranflated from Seneca) 


W tho' I never ſaw it; but have heard 'twas print- 
ed in otavo. Mr. Philips and Mr. HF mnſtaniey, 
have placed another Play to his Account, 922. 


= The Heftors-: but it was a fault, which I ſup- 


pole they were led into by my Catalogue, 
printed 1680. as I my ſelf was; tho' I muſt 
{ now aſlure my Reader, 'That that Play has no 
Name to 1t, and 1n Mr. A7rkman's Catalogue 1s 
{et down as an Anonymal Play. 


htc is. "CES" _- = 


Francis QUARLEs, £/q; 


His Gentleman was Son to Zames Quarles, 
Eſq; who was Clerk of the Green-Chzh, 
and Puryeyor to Queen Elizabeth. He was 

EL Born 


mn — 
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Born at S/ewards, 1n the Pariſh of Ramford in 
Eſſex. He was ſent to Cambridee, and was 
bred for ſome time in Chri/?-Church Colledge : 
| afterwards he became a Member of Linens: 
nn, 1m London. He was ſometime Cup-bearer 
29 the Queen of Fohemia; Secretary to the Re- 
verend James Uſher, Archbiſhop of Armagh; 
and Chronologer to the Famous City of Lor- 
fon. He was a Poet that mix'd Religion and 
Fancy together; and was very caretul 1n all 
his Writings not to intrench upon Good Man- 
ners, by any Scurrility, in his Works; or any 
ways offending againſt his Duty to God, hits 
Neighbour, and himſelf. "The Occaſion of our 
Mentioning him in this place, 1s from his be- 
ing the Author of an Innocent, Innoffenſive 
Play, called oF 

The Firem Widow, a Comedy, printed 4.* 
Lond. 1649. 

As to his other Works, they are very nume- 
rous : thoſe which I have ſeen, are his Hiſtory 
of Sampſon in Verſe; Fonah, Efther, Fob Militant. 
His Z#mblems, are reputed by ſome, a Copy 
of Hermannus Hugo's Pia Deſideria ; Anni- 
verlaries upon his Paranete. Pentalagia,or The 
Drmteſſence of Meditation ; Argalus and Par- 
thenia ; being founded on a Story, in Sir Phi 
tip Sydney's Arcadia. Enchiridion of Medita-W 


[ 


trons Dive and Moral. Nor mult T forget his 
Loyal Convert, tho' I never ſaw 1t; being a 
Cauſe of his Perſecution, by the Uſurped Au-W 
thority then Tn being. 22 
The troubles of /reland, forc'd him from 

thence; ſo that he dy'd in his Native Country, | 
Sopt. 


;, 
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 $ep7.8. 1644. being aged 52 Years, and the Fa- 
| ther of ejghteen Children, by one Wile; and 
| was buried at St. Fiter's Church, Londen. 


R. 
Thomas R ANDOLPH. 


ww _——_—_—_ 


ae 1n the Reign of King Charles 


the Firſt; and was Born at Houghton, 1n 
Northamptonſhire; from whence he was ſent 


| for Education to Yeftminſter School; and 
| thence was remov'd to Cambridge, where he 


| became Fellow of 7rnizy Colledge in that Uni- 
verſity. He was accounted one of the molt 


W pregnant Wits of his Time ; and was not only 


admir'd by the Wits of Cambridge, but hike- 
wile belov'd and valu'd by the Poets, and Men 
of the Town 1n that Age. His Gay Humour, 
| and Readineſs at. Repartee, begat Ben. John- 
| for's Love to that Degree, that he Adopted him 
' his Son: on which Account Mr. Ranaolph writ 
a Gratulatory Poem to him, which is printed, 
theſe Lines being part of the Copy: 


When my Muſe upon obedient knees 
Asks not a Father's Bleſſing, let her leeſe 
The Fame of this Adoption ; "tis a Curſe 
{ wiſh ber cauſe 7 cannot think a worſe. 


{ How true a Filial Love he pay'd to his Re- 

© Putation, may appear from his Anſwer to 
| that Ode, which Pen. writ in Defence of his 

= Acw-[ur, and which Mr. Feltham. reply'd 


upon 
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upon ſo ſharply.. Having given you the two 
former, in my Account bf Mr. Johnſon ; give 
me leave likewiſe to tranſcribe this in Honourſ 
of Mr. Randoſph, whoſe Memory I reverence, 
for his ReſpeCt to that Great Man. 


An Anſwer to Mr. Ben Johnſon's Ode; to per 
{wade him not to leave the Stage. 


T. 

Ben, ao not leave the Stape, 

Cauſe 'tis a hathſome Ape : 
For Pride and Tmpudence will grow too bold, 

When they ſhall hear it told 
T hey frighted thee ; fland high as is thy Cauſe, 

Their Hifs is thy Applauſe - [4 

eMore uit were thy Diſaain, 

Had they approv'd thy ein : 
So thou:for them, and they for thee were born ; 
They to mcenſe, and thou as murh to ſcorn. 


I. 
Wilt thou engroſs thy Store 
Of Wheat, and pour 10 more, 
Becanſe their Bacon-brains have ſuch a tast, 
As more actight im Maſt : | 
Ns ! ſet them forth a board of Daimties, full 
As thy beſt Maſe can cull ; 
Whit they the while do pine 
And thirſt, midſt all their Wime. | 
HY hat greater plague can Hell it ſelf deviſe, 
Than to be willing thus to Tantalize ? 


EIS : 12 


T hou can't not find them ſinff, 
7 hat will be bad enough 
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woll To pleaſe their Pallates : let 'em them refuſe, 
vel For ſome Pye-Corner Muſe; 
nr She zs too fair an Hoſteſs, twere a ſit 
ce i For them to hike thine Inn: 
' "7 was made to entertain 
L Cuefts of a Nobler Strain ; 
[- Yet if they will have any of thy Store, | abre. 
= Grve them ſome ſcraps, and (end them from thy 


IV. 
And tet thoſe things in plu 
T itt the rn > fo hd, | 
7, Like what they will, and more contented be 
W1th what Brome (*) ſwept from thee. 
ſe, 7 4now thy worth, and that thy hofty Strains 
[+ Write not to Clhaths, but Brams - 
But thy great Spleen aoth riſe, 
* Cauſe Moles will bave no Eyes - 
» | This only in my Ben 7 faulty find, 
He's angry, they I not ſee him that are blind. 


V. 
Why ſhould the Scene be mute, 
Cauſe thou cant touch thy Lute, 
» & -And/trimg thy Horace ; let each Muſe of Nine 
Tp Claim thee, and ſay, Th art mine. 
I Rx Tere fond to Jet all other Flames expire, 
_Y To /it by Pindar's Fire: 
For by ſo ftrange Negle&, 
7 ſhould my ſelf ſuſpe@, fe 
T he Pallie (>) were as well thy Brains diſeaſe, 
1f they could ſhake thy Muſe which way they 


pleaſe. 


(a) His Man Rich. Brome ; Sce an Account of his Plays be» 


fare, (b) Hs had the Palſie ar thar rims. £3 
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And tho" thou well canſt [ing 

The Glories of thy King ; 
And on the wings of Yerſe his Chariot bear 

To Heaven, and fix it there, 
Tet let thy Muſe as well ſome Raptures raiſe, 
. To pleaſe him, as to praiſe. 

1 would not have thee chaſe 

Only a treble Muſe ; 
But have this Enwous, {gnorant Age to know, 
T hou that canſt ſing ſo high, canſt reach as low, 


' There was another Copy of Verſes writ by 
Mr. Carew to Mr. Johnſon, on occaſion of his 
Ode of Defiance, annexed to his Play of the 
New- 7un : See his Poems, 89. p. go. 

Having given you a tafte of his Zyrict Poe. 
tty, I now proceed to his Dramatick Perfor- 
mance ; of which (according to our Cuſtom } 

T ſhall ſpeak Alphabetically. 

Amyntas, or T he Impoſſible Dowry ;, a Paſto- 
= acted before the King and Queen at /Yh:te- 

all. | 

Ariftippus, or The Fouvial Philoſopher ; pre- 

ſented in a private Shew ; to which 1s added 
The Conceited Pedlar. :\ x, 

Fealous Lovers, a Comedy preſented to their 
Gracious Majeſties, at Cambridge, by the Stu- 
dents of Tr:1:7y Colledge; and dedicated to Dr. 
Comber, D. of Carliſle. This Play I think to be 
the beſt of his, and was revived on the Stage, 
at London, 1n 1682. as may appear by an Epi- 
logue written by Mrs. Fehr, 25h printed 1n her 
CollefFion of Poems, publiſhed 80. Lond. 1 4th 

IS 
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This Play was reviſed and printed by the Au- 
thor, in his Life-time ; being uſher'd by the 
| Chief Wits of both Univerſities to the Preſs. 
One of which ſays (*) thus of it: i 


T ho' thou haſt made it publick to the view 

Of Self-Iove, Malice, and that other Crew - ' 
14 were more fit it ſhouid impaled tye 
Within the walls of ſome great Library ; 

T hat if by chance through Injury of T ime, 
Plautus, and Terence, and that (*) Fragrant 
Thyme 

Of Attick-Wait ſhould periſh, we might ſee 
All thoſe reviv'd m his own Comedy. 

T he Jealous Lover, Pander, Gull, and Whore, 
T he Doting Father, Shark, and many more 
Thy Scene doth repreſent unto the Life, 
Beſides the Charatter of a curſt Wife 5 

So truly given in ſo proper Stile, 

As if thy Attrve Soul had dwelt a while 

In each Man's Boay ; and at length had ſeen 
How in their Fumors they themſelves demean. 


\ eMuſes Looking-Glaſs, a Comedy, which by 
| the Author was firſt called 7 he Entertainment ; 
| as I learn from Sir on Cockain's Works, who 
writ an Encomzaſitick Copy on it. See his 
\ Works, p. 98. As to this Play, it anſwers both 

| the Deſigns of Poetry, Profit, and Delight: 

| and what a Student of Chrift-church, Mr. Rich. 


| Weſt, 1aid of 1t, will be found true by every. 
# Reader. 


HY ho hooks within his clearer Glaſs, will ſay, 
At once he writ an Ethick TraQt, and Play. 


<O Mr, Edw. Fraunce. (d) Ariſtophancs, | 


All 
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All theſe Dramatick Pieces, and his Poems, 
were publiſhed by his Brother,Mr.7 himas Ran- 
dolph, of Chrift-church Colledge in Oxon, and 
are now printed the 5*) Edit. Oxon. 1668. 

I know not when our Author died: tho'T | 
preſume he liv'd to no great Age, being too 
much addiQed to the Principles of his Pre- 
deceſlor Ar:/tzppus, Pleaſure, and Contempt of | 
Wealth. Fo, 

My Readers are not to expe& any Diſco- 
veries of Thefts, for this Author had no occa- 
fion to prattice Plagiary, having fo large a 
Fond of Wit of his own, that he needed not 
to borrow from others; and therefore I may 


juitly ſay, with a Friend of his, 


With what an Extaſie ſhall we behold 

T his 'Book? which is no Ghoſt of any old 
 Worm-eaten Author : here's no Feſt, or Hint, 

But had his Head both for ts Oar, and Mint. 

Wert not for ſomeT ranſlations none could know 


Whether he had e're look'd in Book or no. 


Of this Nature, are not only his ſeveral Ver- 
tions, as the Second Epod of Horace, ſeveral 
Pieces out of Claudan, gc. but likewiſe a Dra- 
matick Piece from Aritophanes, called in the 
Original na«v1]6;, but by our Tranſlator, 
* Frey for Honeſty, Down with Knavery; a plea- 
{ant Comedy, printed 49. Lond. 1651. This Play 
was firſt tranſlated by our Author; and after- 
wards augmented and publiſhed by Z. 7. I ſhall 
not pretend to determine, whether this Tranl- 
lation, or that publiſhed in otavo be better; 


but leave it to thoſe more vers'd in the Ori- 
g1na! 
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ginal than T pretend to. Permit me therefore 
to conc]ude all with the following Lines, writ 
by One of St. John's, in Memory of our Author. 
Immortal Ben 1s dead, and as that Ball 
On Ida tofs'd, ſo is his Crown, by all 
T he Infantry of Wit. Vain Priefts ! T hat Chair 
Ts only fit for his true Son and Heir. | praiſe: 
Reach here thy Laurel : Randolph, 't:s thy 
T hy naked Skull ſhall well become the Bays. 
See, Daphne conrts 7hyCGhoſt:and ſpite of Fate, 
Thy Poems ſhall be Poet Laureate. 


Edward R AVENSCROEFT. 


A Gentleman now living, and One that was 


W ſometime a Member of the «Middle-Temple. 


| One who with the Vulgar paſles for a Writer: 
| tho'T hope he will pardon me, if I rather ſtile 

| him in the Number of Wit-Colleftors ; for I 
| cannot allow all the Wit in us Plays to be his 

own : I hope he will not be angry, for tran- 

{cribing the Charafter which he has given of 
| Mr. Dryden, and which mutato nomzne belongs 
| to himſelf. "Tis not that I any ways abet Mr. 
| Dryden for his falling upon his «Mamamouch:, 
but that I may maintain che Charatter of Im- 
| partial, to which I pretend, I muſt pull off his 
Diſguiſe, and diſcover the Politick Plagiary, 
that lurks under it. I know he has endeavour. 
ed to ſhew himſelf Maſter of the Art of Switt- 
| writing ; and would perſwade the World, that 
what he writes 1s ex tempore Wit, and writteti 
cerrente calams. But I doubt not to ſhew, That 
tho' he would be thought to imitate the $S//h- 
worm,that ſpins its Web from 1ts own Bowcls ; 
Dd | yet 
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yet I ſhall make him appear like the Leech, 
that lives upon the Blood of Men, drawn 
from the Gums; and when he: is rubb'd 
with Salt, ſpues 1t up again. To prove this, 
T ſhall only give an Account of his Plays: 
and by that little of my own Knowledge 
which I ſhall diſcover, "twill be manifeſt, that 
this Ricketty-Poet ( tho' of ſo many Years) | 


cannot go without others Aſſiſtance : For take 
thisProphecy,from your humble Seryant,or Mr. | 


Ravenſcroft's Mamamouchi, which you pleaſe, 


hen once our Poets tranſlating Ye 2s paſt, | 
From him you can't expect new Plays m halt. | 


To prove this, | need only give you anAccount of 
what he has already publiſh'd; and from thence 


you may judge, 2 a, to the old Adage, ZEx | : 
pede Flerculem, what 1s Like to follow. bs 
Careleſs Lovers, a Comedy acted at the Duke's 


Theatre, and printed 49. Lond. 1573- The Epi- WW 


{tle to this Play was written againſt Mr. Dry- | 
den, and his Prologue: levell'd againſt 4hmnan- 
or ; and his Play, call d Love z2n Nunnery. The 
truth 1s, Mr. Dryden had fallen firſt upon his | 


eMamamoucht, as we have ſaid; and therefore 


on that Account, our Poet was excuſable ; but 


to accuſe him for borrowing, and tranſlating, 


as he ſaith: 
Tilt then he borrowed from Romance, and aid 
tranſlate, 
was unreaſonable, when our Poet knew his if 
own Guilt; tor notwithſtanding he writes in 
the ſame Prologue, 
*T hat all That's n 2t 3s Ex tempore #72. 
— Yet | 
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Yet I muſt take the Liberty to contradiQ him, 
and acquaint my Reader, That the Sham-Scene 
in the 4. Act, which 1s the moſt diverting in 
the Play ; where Mrs. Freedwell, and Clapham 
bring in their Children, and challenge Marri- 
age of the 1.4 De Boaſtado, 1s {tollen trom Mol. 
here's «M. De Pourceaugnac. AC 2.Sc. 7. and 8. 
As to the reſt of 7he French Play, he has 1nferted 
it into his eMamamonch!, The Author 1n his © 
Epiſtle acknowledges, That the Reaſon why 
there are ſuch continual Picques amonegſt the 
Poers, is the ſame with that of Whores, 7 wo of 
a Trade can never agree: and therefore Mr. 
Dryden and Mr. Ravenſcroft, being profeſt Pla- 
£1aries,and having both laid claim to Molhere, 
no wonder 1t they iell out, hike the rwo Tra- 
vellers in o/£/op about the Aſs; tho' at the 
{ame timea third Poet ran away with the prize; 
at leaſt the greatelt part. . 

Dame Dobſon, or T he Cunning Woman; a Co- 
medy aCted at the Duke's 'Thearre, and printed 
4.9. Lond. 1684. This Play 1s tranſlated from 
a French Comedy, call d La Devinereſſe, ou 
Les faux Enchantements. Notwithſtanding 
this Play was ſo followed and applauded in 
France, as the Epiitle to the-Original informs 
me; yet1t was damned 1n its Action at the The. 
atre at London. T pretend not to give the Rea- 
fon of it; only I have Mr. Dryder's (©) Teſt:- 
mony, "That Cornele's Le Mentenr, (lince pub- 
Irfhed under the Title of T he eMiftaken Beauty, 
or he Lyer) was notwithſtanding Mr. Eart's 
acting Dorant to Admiration, jude'd far Infe. 


——— cc __ 
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r1our to many Plays writ by Fletcher, and Per 
Fohnſon : and I queſtion not but this laſt 'will 
obtain the preference from the other, if they 
are read by unbyaſs'd Judges. 
Engliſh Lawyer, a Comedy aCted at the The- 
atre-Royal, and printed 49. Zond, 1678. This 
Play was written originally in Zatim, by Mr. 
R. Ruggles, ſometime Maſter of Arts in Clare i 
Hall in Cambridze ; and was acted ſeveral times Rx 
with extraordinary applauſe,betore King Zames | 


the Firſt by the Gentlemen of that Univerſity. 
There was a Verſion done by a Maſter of Arts 


of e Magdalen pag in Oxford, printed near 
thirty Years ago, tho 


tranſlated ſome Years 


before: and I believe Mr. Ravenſcroff made 
more uſe of that, than the Origina] : at leaſt- 
wiſe they who underſtand not the Zarm, and i 
yet would ſee a true Copy, (this of our Author 
being drawn in {nature ) may read it, under 


the Title of /gnoramns. 3 
King Edgar, and Alphreda; a Tragi-comedy 


ated at the Theatre-Royal, and printed 49. M 
Lond. 1677. This Play T ſuppoſe (1t any) to be 
of the Author's own Mzneruva; tho' the Story 
of it be ſufficiently Famous, not only in Novels 
both French and {7alian : but in almoſt all the 
Hiſtorians of thoſe Times. For Novels, ſee the 


Annals of Love oftavo : For Hiſtorians, ſee Y. 
Malmesbury, H. Huntingdon, Rog. Hoveden, [n- 
gulfus, Ranulph Fiigaen, cM. Weſtminſter, Pol. 
Fireil. Grafton, Stow, Speed, Baker, (yc. Ubal- 

dino Le Vite delle Donne 1luftri, p. 28. 
London Cucke/as, a Comedy ated at the 
Duke's Theatre, and printed 49. Lond. 168; 
| 'T his 


"Pau Pann thy 
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This Play, tho' the moſt diverting of any that 
he has writ, 1s patcht up from ſeveral Novels. 
I may truly aver, that F7ſe-acre and Peggy,are 
borrowed from Scarron's Frutleſs Precaution, 
Nov. firſt; at leaſt that part of 1t where Peggy 
in Armour watcheth her Hiisband's Night-cap. 
Tho' poſlibly theſe two Characters were drawn 
from Arnolphe and Agnes, in Molhere's L'Eſcole 
des Femmes : Loveday's Diſcovering Enugenra's 
Intrigue, and pretending to conjure for a Sup- 
per,is borrowed from Les Contes d 'Owoillke, part. 
2. pag.23F. Engenia's Contrivance to have Zane 
lye 1n her place by her Husband, whillt ſhe went 
to. Ramble ; 1s borrowed pollibly from the Me- 
ſcolanza dolce Cap. 16. at the End of Torriano's 
Grammar : or elle from Scarron's Fruitleſs Pre. 
caution, where 15 ſuch a like paſlage. The Con- 
trivance of Zygenza to bring off Ramble, and 
Loveday, by obliging the former to draw his 
Sword, and counterfeit a Paſſion, 1s borrowed 
from Les Contes d Ouville, 2. part. page 257. OC 
from Poccace Day 7. Nov. 6.. Doodle's Obli- - 
ging his Wife Arabe//a to anſwer nothing but 
No 1n his Abſence, and the Conſequence: of 
that Intrigue with 7ownly, 1s borrowed from 
Les Contes d'Ouville, 2.part. page 121 Eugenia's 
making a falſe Confidence to her Husband 
Daſhwell, and ſending him into the Garden to 
Loveday, 1n her Habit, where he 1s beaten by 
him, 1s borrowed from Les Contes d'Owunille, 
2. part. page25o. The ſame Story 1s in PBoccace, 
Day +7. Nov. 7. and in Les Contes de M. de Ia 
Fontaine,Nov.2.p.21. and 15 the Subje& of feve- 
ral Plays ; as City Nijght-cap, &yc, This is ſufli- 
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riour to many Plays writ by Fletcher, and Ber 
Fohnſon : and I queſtion not but this laſt 'will 
obtain the preference from the other, if they 
are read by unbyaſs'd Judges. 

Engliſh Lawyer, a Comedy acted at the The- 
atre-Royal, and printed 49. Zoud, 1678. This 
Play was written originally in Zatm, by Mr. 
R. Ruggles, ſometime Maſter of Arts in Clare 
Hall in Cambridze ; and was acted ſeveral times 
with extraordinary applauſe, betore King Zames 
the Firſt by the Gentlemen of that Univerſity. 
There was a Verſion done by a Maſter of Arts 
of «Magdalen Colledge in Orford, printed near 
thirty Years ago, tho tranſlated ſome Years 
before: and I believe Mr. Ravenſcroff made 
more uſe of that, than the Original] : at leaſt- 
wiſe they who underſtand not the Zazzn, and 
yet would ſee a true Copy, (this of our Author 
being drawn in {nature ) may read it, under 
the Title of /gnoramus. 

King Edgar, and Alphreda; a 'Tragi-comedy 
aQted at the Theatre-Royal, and printed 49. 
Lond. 1677. This Play I ſuppoſe (if any) to be 
of the Author's own eHzxerua; tho' the Story 
of 1t be ſufficiently Famous, not only in Novels 
both French and {tahan: but in almoſt all the 
Hiſtorians of thoſe Times. For Novels, ſee the 
Annals of Love o&tavo : For Hiſtorians, ſee H-. 
Malmesbury, FH. FHuntmgdon, Rog. Hoveden, [n- 
gulfus, Ranulph Fiigaen, M. Weſtminſter, Pol. 
Firgil. Grafton, Stow, Speed, Baker, (9c. Ubal- 
dino Le Vite delle Donne 1lluſtri, p. 28. | 

London Cucke/ds, a Comedy acted at the 
Duke's Theatre, and printed 4%. Lond. 1683 

| 'This 
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This Play, tho' the moſt diverting of any that 
he has writ, 1s patcht up from ſeveral Novels. 
I may truly aver, that #7ſe-acre and Peggy,are 
borrowed from Scarron's Fruitleſs Precaution, 
Nov. firſt; at leaſt that part of 1t where Peggy 
in Armour watcheth her Hiisband's Night-cap. 
Tho pollibly theſe two Characters were drawn 
from Arnolphe and Aenes, in Molhere's L' Eſcole 
des Femmes : Loveaay's Diſcovering Zugenta's 
Intrigue, and pretending to conjure for a Sup- 
per,is borrowed from Les Contes d Ouville, part. 
2. pag.235. Engenia's Contrivance to have Zane 
lye 1n her place by her Husband, whilſt ſhe went 
to. Ramble ; 1s borrowed pollibly from the Me. 
ſcolanza dolce Cap. 16. at the End of { orriano's. 
Grammar : or elle from Scarron's Fruitleſs Pre. 
caution, where 13 ſuch a like patſage. The Con- 
trivance of Zxgenza to bring off Ramble, and 
Loveaay, by obliging the former to draw his 
Sword, and counterfeit a Paſſion, is borrowed 
from Les Contes d 'Onville, 2. part. page 257. or 
from PYoccace Day 7. Nov. 6.. Dooale's Obli- - 
ging his Wife Arabella to anſwer nothing but 
No 1n his Abſence, and the Conſequence- of 
that Intrigue with 7Townly, 1s borrowed from 
Les Contes d'Ouville, 2.part. page 121 Emugentia's 
making a falſe Confidence to her Husband - 
Daſhwell, and ſending him into the Garden to 
Loveaay, 1n her Habit, where he 1s beaten by 
him, 1s borrowed from Les Contes d'Ouville, 
2. part. page250. "The ſame Story 1s in Boccace, 
Day +7. Nov. 7. and in Les Contes de M. de Ia 
Fontaine,Nov.2.p.21. and 1s the Subje&t of ſeve- 
ral Plays ; as City Night-cap, &yc, This is ſuffi- 
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cient to ſhew how much our Author borrows 
in his Plots, and that his own Genus 1s either 
lazy, or very barren of Invention. 


eMamamonchti, or T he Citizen turn'd Gentle- 
7741 ; a Comedy aged at the Duke's Theatre, 
and printed 49. Lond. 1675. This Play 18 dedt- 
cated to his Highneſs Prince Rapert. Our Au- 
thor had that good Opinion of Mollzere's Mon- 
fienr de Pourceaugnac, that what he left un- 
toucht 1n that Play when he writ The Careleſs 
Lovers, he has taken into this : So that his 
Sir Simon Soft-head, is M. de Pourceaugnac 11 
an Engliſh Dreſs; and the reſt of his Play 1s 
{tollen trom Le: Poyrgeors Gentilhomme, a Co- 
medy writ by the {ame Author. So that here 1s 
a whole Play borrow'd, and yet nothing own'd 
by the Author ; a procedure which favours of 
the higheſt Ingratitude, and which (as I have 
elſewhere oblerv'd) has been long ago thus 1n- 
veigh d againſt by the Excellent P/ny(f),Obnox: 
profeero Anim, & infelicts Ingen eft, deprehen- 
ar m furto malie, quam mutuum reddere, cum 
preſertin ſors fiat ex uſurg. | 
Scaramouch a Philſopher, Harlequin a Schoo]- 
Boy, Þravo, Merchant, and Magician; a Come- 
dy after the 7zalian Manner, acted at the 'The- 
atre-Royal, and printed 40. Lond. 1677, This 
Play was fore-ſtall'd in the Aftion, by the 
Duke's Houſe, they having brought upon the 
Sage the Cheats -Srop ang ; as the Author com- 
plains in the Prologue. ' Our Author would be 
thought to have taken a great deal of pains in 


{f) Epiſt, id 7.9, 


- this 
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this Play, and to have brought a new ſort of 
Comedy on our Stage : as he ſays, 


The Poet does a dang'rons tryal make, 
And all the common ways of Plays for/ake. 
Upon the Aftors it depends too much ; 

And who can hope ever to ſee two ſuch, 

As the fam'd Harlequin, and Scaramouch. *, 
T his he well knew ————— 

Tet rather choſe in New Attempts to fail, 

1 han mm the Old indifferently prevail. 


But notwithilanding our Author's Boaſting, he 
is but a Dwarf dreſt up in a Giant's Coat {tufft 
out with Straw : for I believe he cannot ju- 
{tly challenge any Part of a Scene as the Ge- 
nuine Off-ſpring of his own Brain; and may 
rather be reckon'd the Midwife than the Pa- 
rent of this Play. This Author has followed 
his old Cuſtom of {weeping clean, and leaving 
nothing behind him ; for what he leſt of Le 
Bourgeors Gentithomme, he has taken intg, this 
Play ; as will appear to them that will compare 
the firſt Act with that Dramma. Almoſt all 
Le Marriage force, 1s taken into this Play ike- 
wiſe; and for the Cheats of Scapin, I ſuppoſe 
our Author has not only feen that Play, but 
borrow'd from thence; T have already taken 
notice, that part of 1t reſembles 7erence's 
Phorm:o. | 

Wrangling Lovers, or The Inviſible Miftrefs ; 
a Comedy acted at the Duke's Theatre, and 
printed 4-. Lond. 1677. This Play is founded 

upon. a Sanrſh Romance in 8. tranſlated and 
| Dd 4 , called 
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called Deceprio viſks,or Seeing and Believmg are 
two things. Th.Corneille has a Play writ on the 
ſame Subjett, called Les Engagements du Ha- 
=. | 

I know nothing elſe of our Author s Writing, 
without I ſhould reckon his Alteration of Tus 
Andronicus ; of which I ſhall ſpeak by and by, 
in the Account of Shakeſpear. 


Thomas RAWwLINS. 


A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firlt, who was well acquainted 
with molt of the Poets of his time. He was 
the Cheit Graver of the eMnt to both King 
Charles the Firikt and Second, and died 1n that 
Employment 1n 1670. He writ a Play for his 
Diverſion only, not for profit; as he tells the 
Reader in his Preface: © Take no notice of 
*my Name, for a ſecond Work of this Nature 
* ſhall hardly hear 1t. I have no deſire to be 
* known by a Thread-bare Cloak, having a Call- 
*inghat will maintain it Woolly. His Play 
1s called, _ | 

Revellion, a Tragedy ated Nine Days toge- 
ther; and divers times ſince with good ap- 
plauſe, by his Majeſty's Company of Revels; 
and printed 49. Lond. 1640. 'Tis dedicated to 
ins Kinſman, Robert Ducie of Afton, in the 
County of Szafford Eſq; and is accompanied 
with Verles, to the number of eleven Copies ; 
amonglt which are ſeveral writ by the Drama- 
tick Poets his Contemporaries. He was very 
young when he writ this Tragedy, as appears 

from. 
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from the following Lines of Mr. Chamberlazm, 
pubLiſht with the Play. 


To ſee a Springot of thy tender Ape, 

With ſuch a lofty Straine t0 word a Stage 

To ſee a Tragedy from thee in Print, 

With ſuch a World of fine Meanders in't, 
Puſles m:y wonaring ſoul : for there appeares 
Sach diſpropor tion 'twixt thy L:mmes,and Teares: 
That when Tread thy Lines, methinks T ſee 

T he [weet tongu'd Ovid fall upon his Knee, 
11h Farce precor; —— 


The Scene of this Play lyes 1n Sevz/e ; but T- 
cannot 'direct you to any particular Hiſtory, 
| becauſe I know not 1n what King of Spazn's 

Reign this Aftion happened: AII I can tell 

you 1s, That I believe this Taylor was fitted 

upon Crz/pm's Laſt; and that HFebſter's Shoo- 
maker gave: Birth to our Poet's Don Sebaſtiano. 

Mr. /Pinſtanley {peaks of other ſmall Pieces 
that he wrote, tho' TI know of none, except 
ſome commendatory Verſes, publiſht with his 

Friends Plays:; as with Mr. Chamberlain's 

Kwaggering Damiſel; Mr. Richards's eMeſſalt- 

na, (3c. . | 


Edward Rever. 


| An Author of our Time, who publiſhed a 
Play, called 
1 own Shifts, or Suburb Juſtice; a Comedy 
acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 7or#'s 
Theatre, printed 49, Lond. 1671. and dedica- 
ted to Srephen Moſedelf Eſq; Give me leave 
| ' ſo 
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fo far to commend this Comedy, to fay that it is 
Inftrattive; and that the Author's Protagonitt 
Lovewel, tho' reduced to poverty, yet enter- 
tains not only an Innate Principle of Honelty, 
but adviles his two Comrades, Friendly and 
Faithfal, to the praftice of 1t; and 1t ſucceeds 
happily to them. I mention this, becauſe few 
of our Modern Characters are fo nicely drawn. 


Nathaniel RICHARDS. 
An Anthor that lived in the Reign of King 


Charles the Firſt; of whom I can give no further 
Account, than that he writ one Tragedy, pub- 
Iifht zn the beginning of our late Troubles; v2. 

eMeſſalina the Roman Empreſs, her Tragedy, 
acted with general applauſe divers times,by the 
Company of his Majeſty's Revels, and printed 
89. Lond. 1640. This Play is dedicated to the 
Right Honourable John Cary, Viſcount Roch- 
ford: and is uſhered into the Light by fix Co- 
ples of Verſes; two of which were writ by 
our Dramatick Authors, Davenport and Raw- 
is ; two by two Aﬀors in his Play, Robinſor 
and fordan ; and a fifth Latin Copy, by One 
T homas Combes, which may \leſerve a place in 
our Account : after having acquainted the 
Reader, that for the Story he may conſult 7 a- 
ciius, Sueronins, Plmy, Plutarch, and Fuvenal ; 
all which have given a CharaQter of the Inſa- 
uate «Mefſalma; as the following Verſes do of 


her Vices, and the Virtues of her Mother Le- 
prada. 


Carilli- 
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Cariſſimo Amico AuQtori in eximiam eMiſſa- 
[me Tragediam. 


Ridentem Yenerem veteres pinxere ; ſed ecce 
Apparet Venus hic ſangumolenta ; nigra. 

La(civos amplexa viros amplettitur enſem © 
Effera que vita, eſt hc furibunda nece. 

Sic eadem Yittrin, eademq; Libidmis Ulirix, 
Meſlalina, altrix que fuit, ipſa fu, 

Di moritur mala pars.,oritur pars conjungs iHa, 
9c ſuperat quamvis mors 1m utramg; furtt. 

Caſia parens toties, quotes fit adultera profes, 
Pugnat, & adverſa cum pie tate ſcelus : 

Dumg;ſcelus fugiens dat terga,ſtat altera luges, 
Et nituit nryeo pettore purus Honor, 

Flee ubi ſunt verbis aptata, Tragedia digna 

{lia eft in priamis Lauais, gy ia tua eft. 

Thomas Combes. 


Willam RIipeR. 


This Writer (as I ſuppoſe by the Date of his 
Play)Houriſh'd in the Reign of King Charles the 
Second; and was a Maſter of Arts,tho' of which 
Univerſity or Colledge, is to me unknown. All 
I can inform my Reader 1s, that he 1s the Au- 
thor of a Play, called 

7 wins, a Tragi-comedy ated at the private 
Houſe at Sa/isbury Court with general applauſe, 
printed 4,v. Z0d. 1655. This Play is not con- 
temptible, either as to the Language, or Oe- 
conomy of it, tho' I judge 1t older far than the 
the Date of it imports. _ = 


William 
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Wilham RowLY. 
An Author that flouriſh'd in the Reign of 


King Charles the Firſt; and was ſometime a 
Member of Pembroke Hall in Cambridge. I can | 
fay nothing further of his Lite or Country ; 
but as to his Poctry,arld his intimate Acquaint- 
ance with the prime Poets of that Age, I can 
ſpeak at large. He was not only beloved by 
thoſe Great Men, Shakeſpear, Fletcher,and Jobn- 


fer ; but likewiſe writ with the former, The 


Birth of Merlin. Beſides what he joyned 1n 
writing with Poets of the ſecond Magnitude, as 
Heywood, Middleton, Day and Yebſter ; as you 
may ſee under each of their Names; our 
Author has four Plays in print of his own 
Writing, of which take the following Ac- 
count ; v72. 

All's loft by Luſt, a Tragedy divers times 
acted hy the Lady E:zaberh's Servants ; and 
with great applauſe at the Phenix in Drary- 
Lane, and printed 40. Lond. 1633. Fhis 1s a 
good old Play, and the Story 1t ſelf may be 
read 2n the Spaniſh Hiſtories : See Mariana Lab. 
21, 22, 23. Saritta's Annales, fc. Lib. r. C. r. 
Tarquet, L..F5. C. 30. As to Margaretta's De- 
hgn'd Revenge on her Husband Antonio, read 
the Unfortunate Lovers, Novel the 3. 

Match at Midnight, a pleaſant Comedy,ated 
by the Children of the Revels; and printed 42. 
Cond. 1632. The Plot of Alexander Blood. 
hboand's being hid by Faruzs under the Widow's 
Bed, 1s founded on an old Story inſerted in the 
Englifo Rogue, part 4. Ch. 19. 

9/000- 
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Shoomaker's a Gentleman, a Comedy printed 
40. Lond. -------. Not having this Play by me 
at preſent, I cannot inform my Reader where 


it was acted, or when printed. But this Fknow, 


Þ that it has not many Years f{ince been revived 


at the Theatre in Dor/e7-Garden, and been for- 
| merly acted abroad in the Country: and the 
Comical part of 1t, 1s an uſual Entertainment | 
at Bartholomew and Sonthwarke Fairs ; 1t be- 
ing a Copy to which all Stroling Companies 
lay claim to. The Play 1s founded on a ſtitcht 
| Pamphlet in quarto, called 7 he Hiftory of the 
| Gentle-Craft, The Reader may find an Epi- 
| logue printed in Daffet's Poems, p. 60. writ for 
| this Play, when 'twas fevived. 

New Wonder, a Woman ttever vext ; a plea- 
fant Comedy, ſundry times acted, and printed 
| 40. Lond. 1632. That paſſage of the Widows 

Lodo her Wedding-Ring, which ſhe dropp'd 
in crolling the 7 hames, in the Belly of a Fiſh 
which her Maid bought accidentally in the 
Market, 1s founded either upon the Story of 
Polycrates of Samos, as the Author may read at 
large in Herodotus, Lab. 3. ſve T haha; or upon 
the hike Story related of one Anderſon of 
Newcaſile, by Doctor Fuller, in his Horthies of 
England. . 

I know of nothing elſe written by our Au- 
thor, neither can T tell the time of his Death, 
and therefore I muſt leave 1t to Perſons of 
better Information ro acquaint the World, 
with more particulars of his Lafe, whilſt 4 
haſten to an Account of his Names fake. 


Samuel 
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Samuel RowLEY. 


Whether this Author was related to as wel] 
as Contemporary with the former, I know not : 
only this I know, that he writ himſelf a Ser- 
vant to. the Prince of Yales, He 1s the Au- 
thor of two Hiſtorical Plays, of which we are 
to give an Account 1n their Alphabetical Or- 
der; v3. 

Noble Spantth Souldier, or A Contraft broken 
juſtly revenged; a Tragedy, printed 40. Lond. 
1634. This 1s a Poſthumous Piece ; and if we 
believe the Printer's Preface, has received ap- 
plauſe in Action. Where 1t was aQted, I know | 
not, nor the Foundation of the Story, 1t not 
being mentioned*what King of Spnzn it was, 
_ committed that at of Perjury with Ona- 

1A. 

When you ſee me, you know me; or The Fa- 
mous Chronical Hiſtory of FZenry the Eighth; 
with the Birth, and Vairtuous Lite of Edward 
Prince of Wales: being play'd by the High 
and Mighty Prince of Fale's Servants, and 
printed 49 Zond. 1632. For the Plot, ſee the 
{4 Herbert's Life of Hen. the YIIL. and other 
Wraters of his Lite, as Polydore Yirgil, Hol. 
lingſhead, Hal, Grafton, Stow, Speed, Martin, 
baker, (Fc. 


Joſeph RuTTER. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charts the Firit. He belong'd.to the Farl of 
Dorſet's Famuly; and attended on his Son, the 

F a- 
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Father of the preſent Farl. At the Command 
of the Right Honourable Zaward Earl of Dor- 
ſer, and Lord Chamberlain to the Queen, he 
undertook the Tranſlation of the C74, ont of 
French : and Mr. &7rkman alcribes another Pla 

to him beſides ; of both which I ſhall ſpeak 1n 
their Order. 

Cid, a Tragi-comedy acted before their Ma- 
jeſties at Court, and on the Cock-prr Stage in 
Drury-Lane, by the Servants to both their Ma- 
jeſties, and printed 30. Zond. 1637, This firſt 
Part 1s dedicated to Edward Earl of Dorſet 
aforeſaid, part of it bong tranſlated by the 
young Lord his Son, on whom our Aunthor at- 
tended. ; 


Cid, Part the ſecond, runs 49. Lond. 1640. 
and dedicated to the Lady 7 heophils Cook. This 
Part was undertaken by our Author, at his Ma- 
jeſties Command, who was pleas'd to think ir 
worth the tranſlating ; and commanded it to be 
putanto our Author's Hands. Both theſe Plays 
are uſually bound together 1n oftavo. 


As to theſe Plays in the Original, ' they are 
much commended, tho' I never ſaw but the firſt 
Part in French. I ſhall not here tranſcribe the 
Author's own Sentiments of it ; but leave it to 
thoſe who underſtand the French to peruſe the 
Examen of the Second Part ; 1t being too long 
for this place. But what M. Bozieau lays of it, 
in his 9*9 Satyr, may be ſufficient to ſhew the 
Sentiments of the publick in its Fayour : His 
Words are theſe : | 


Bi 
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En vain contre le Cid un (s)Minaltre ſe /2uc, 

Tout Paris pour (*) Climene a /es yeux de 
, (') Rodrigue. 

(*) Z Academe en Corps a bean le cenſurer, 

Le Public revolte S obſtine a Faamarer. 


To ſpeak of the Tranſlation 1n general, I 
think, if the Time be conſidered when 1t was 
undertaken, it may paſs muſter with candid 
Readers : The Author having at leaſt ſo far 1m- 
prov'd it, as to bring ſeveral things in Aion, 
which in the Original are delivered in Nar- 
ration ; an Excellency commended by Horace, 
in thoſe Lines ſo well known to all Scholars. 


Aut agitur res in Scents aut Aa refertur : 
Segnus ritant animos demiſſa per aurem ; 
Aram que ſunt oculrs ſubjefta fidelibus, ty Tue 
Tpſe fubt graatt ſpeftator ———— 


"the 
Original, {ome places; but not many. Two 
Scenes he has left out, as being Soliloquies, 
and things little pertinent to the Buſineſs : 
and give me leave to obſery&by the by, That 
the French are much addi&ed to bring in theſe 
e Monologues , 1n their ſerious Plays. Some 


Tt 1s true our Author has altered inf 


ROE "Eh OY 


(g) Cardinal Kzchelieu, (b) The Names of the Heroene, and 
() Hero, in the Play. (k) The Academy writ a Book againſt ity 
by the Cardiaal's private order, entituled Sentimens de Aca- 
demte Francoiſe ſur la Tragi«comedic du Cid ; tho? 'twas pube 
lickly ſo well approved sf, that in many places of France *cwas 
Proverbially ſaid, Cela eff bean comme le Cid, 


things 
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things likewiſe our Author has added, but 
ſcarce diſcernable: and where M. Cornei/le 
would give him leave, he ſays he has tollow'd 
cloſe both his Senſe and Words; tho, as he 
has obſerved; many things are received Wit 
in one Tongue, which are not in another. As 
to the Play, 'tis founded on true Hiſtory ; and 
the Author has follow'd Roderic de Toleae, and 
Mariana. "The Reader may confult other Hi- 
ſtorians, that have writ of the Aﬀairs of Don 
Fernando, the Firſt King of Caftifle, = 
Shepherds Holyaay, a Paitoral Trag1-comedy, 
atted before their Majeſties, at Yh:zehall, by - 
the Queen's Servants ; and printed 89. Lond. 
1635. "This Play 1s aſcrib'd by Mr. Azrkman, to 
our Author;tho' only Z.R.1s athx'd to the Title- 
page. This Play 1s of the Nobler fort of Paſto- 
rals; and 1s writ in Blank Verſe: Art the End 
1s a Paſtoral Elegy, on the Death of the Lady 
Venetia Digby, 1n the Perſon of Sir Xenelm 
Digby, her Husband; and a Latm Epigram on 
her Tomb: FE 
'T know nothing elſe of our Authors W ri- 
OR » 


Thomas RyMER, E/q; 


This Gentleman 1s now living, and was once: 
(if he be not at preſent) a Member of the Ho- 
nourable Society of Grays-7un. He has an ex- 
cellent Talent towards Cr177c1ſ74, as appears by 
nis Preface to the Tranſlation of Rapin's Re- 
fections on Ariftotle's Treatiſe of Poetry 85. and 
his Tragedies of the laſt Age conſider > but L 

Fm bs Ee think 
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think for Dramatick Poetry, there are other 
Poets now alive, that at leaſt equal that Tra- 
gedy which he has publiſht, 22. | 

Edear, or T he Engliſh Monarch ; an Heroick 
Tragedy, printed 49. Lond. 1678. This Tra- 
gedy is dedicated to King Charles the Second, 
and written in Heroick Verſe. It it be com- 
pared with Mr. Ravenſcroft's King Edgar and 
Alfreaa, it far exceeds 1t. For the Plot, fee 
the Hiſtorians before mentioned ; viz. Mal- 
mesbury, Huntingdon, Hovecen, Tngulfus, Hig- 
den, (xc. Grafton, Stow, CC. 


© w@iic PX 


AX 
Thomas S*, SERF. 


Gentleman, who 1n the Reign of King 
Charles the Second writ a Play, call'd 
Tarugo's Wiles, or The Coffee-bouſe a Co- 
medy acted at his Highneſles the Duke of 7r#'s 
Theatre, printed 49. 094.1668. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable George, Marqueſs of 
Huntley. This Comedy 1t not equal with thoſe 
" of the firſt Rank, yet exceeds ſeverat which 
pretend to the ſecond; eſpecially the 7hird 
Act, which. diſcovers the evra Humours, of 
a Coffee-bouſe. As to the other part of the Play, 
tus founded (as I ſuppoſe) on the Spaniſh Play. 
No puedeſer, or [t cannot be ; but not having 
th2 Original, T cannot be poſitive : but this I 
know, That the Lord Ye/-guard, and Crack in 
$1r Conrlly Nice, extreamly reſembles Don Pa- 
TY1C18 
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tricro and Tarugo, in this Play : Nay more; the 
Plots of both are alike. I leave 1t to the De- 
cifion of Mr. Crows, or any other: who have 
ſeen the SpaniſhPlay. In the mean time, I de- 
fire no Man to rely upon my Judgment ; bur if 
what IT have ſaid cannot ſave him, excuſe him 
upon his own Plea, 1n his own Words. 


1f this prevail not, he hopes he's ſafe from danger, 
Fort 1t and Malice ought not to reacha Stranger. 


Willtam SAMPSON. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt: He was ſometimes a Re- 
tainer to the Family of Sir Henry Willoughby, 
of Rchley in Derbyſhire ; and was the Author 
of a Play, calld , 

Pow-breaker, or The Fair Maidof Elifton, in 
Nottinghamſhire ; divers times acted by ſeve- 
ral Companies with great applauſe, printed 49. 
Lond. 1633. and dedicated to Mrs. Anne Wil. 
lughby, Daughter to Sir Henry - in which E- 
piitle, the Author concludes thus; © Heaven 
F keep you from Fawning Paraſites, and bufic 
©Gollips, and ſend you a Z7usband, and a Good 
*One; or elle may you never make a Holyday 
*tor Zymen. As much Happineſs as Tongue 
*can {peak, Pen can write, Heart think, or 
*'Thoughts 1magine, ever attend on you, your / 
*Noble Father, and all his Noble Family; to' 
' whom I ever reſt, as my bounden Duty, a ' 
' Faithful Servant, WJ. Sampſon. This Play 
ſeems founded upon 'Truth ; I have likewiſe, in 

: Ke 2 my 
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my younger Years, read a Ballad compos'd up- 
on the {ame Subject. | 

Our Author beſides this Play, joyned with 
Mr./Markham in Herod and Antipater, which T 
forgot before. But as for the Valiant Scoz, and 
How to chuſe a Good Wife from a Bad, they are 
in my Judgment none of our Author's writing; 
tho' Mr. Ph:/ips and his Follower Mr. /7nſtan- 
ley, have aſcribed them to him. 


George SanDYs, Eſq; 


A Gentleman who flouriſh'd 1n the Reign of 
King Charles the Martyr ; if one may fo ſay,of 
2 Perſon, who ſympathiz'd ſo deeply with his 
Prince and Country 1n their misfortunes. He 
was Son to his Grace Z£dwm,Arch-biſh.of ork : 
and was born in theYear 1577.at Biſbops-Thorp, 
in the ſame County, being his Father's youngeſt 
Ch:1d, He was ſent tothe Univerſity that me- 
morable Year 1588. being then eleven Years of 
Age; and was enter d of St. Mary Hall in Oxford. 
How long he ltay'd, I know not: but in the 
Year 1610: memorable for the Murder of that 
Great Hero Henry the Fourth of France,by that 
Villain Ravaz/lac, he began his Travels thro 
France, 1, 7-4 Turky, Egypt, Paleſtine, gc. an 


Account of which 308 may read 1n his Travels, 


printed Fol. Lond. 1658, But ris not on this 
Account, but his Poetry, that he-is here men- 
tioned; and therefore T ſhall haſten to ſpeak 
of his Writings an that kind, and-firſt of thar 
excellent Piece of Dramatick Poetry, which he 
has left us; and chiefly in this Account chal- 
lenges 2 particular place ; 122. 


| Chrift's 
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Chriſt's Paſſion, a Tragedy, with Annota. 
tions, printed 80. Lond. 1640. and dedicated to 
King Charhes the Firſt. This Play ts tranflated 
from the Latin Original writ by ZZago Grotus. 
This Subje& was handled before in Greet, by 
that Venerable Perſon, ApoH{inarins of Laod:- 
cea, Biſhop of Fierapo/rs ; and after him by 
Gregory Nazianzen : tho' this of Fiugo Grotins, 
(in our Author's Opinton)tranſcends all on this 
rgeument. As to the Tranſlator, I doubt not 
but he will be allow'd an Excellent Artitt, by 
Learned Judges; and as he has follow'd Fo- 


race's Advice of Ayoiding a ſervile Trank-. 
lation, 


Nec verbum verbo curabis reddere fidus 
{nterpres : | 


So he comes ſo near the Sence of the Author, 
that nothing 1s. loſt, no Spirits evaporate in 
the decanting of 1t into Z72/7ſh; and it there 
be any Sediment, 1t 1s left behind. This Book 
was reprinted with Figures, 89. Long. 1688: 
Nor are his other 'Tranſlations leſs valu'd, 
eſpecially Ovid's Metamorphoſts, printed. with 
Cuts, Fol: Oxon. 1632. 'This Tranſlation wag: 
ſo- much eſteem'd 1n former times, that I find 
two old Copies of Verſes, ſpeaking in praiſe of 
our Author. In the. firſt, called A Cenſare of 
the Poets, are theſe Lines: | 


Then damty Sands, that hath to Engliſh doe 
Smooth [liding Ovid, and hath made him One, 
With fo much ſweetneſs, and unuſual Grace, 
As tho' the neatutſs of the Engliſh Pace 

© Ee 2 Should 
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Should tet your ſetting Tan, that 2t came 
But ſlowly after, as though ſtiff or lame. 


The other on the 77me Poets, fayes thus, 


Sands Metamorphos'd ſo mto anotber, 
We know not Sands, and Ovid from each other. 


'To this I ray add the Tranſlation of the 
firit Book of Firgi's /Eners; by which Spe- 
cimen,” we may 1ce how much he has excell'd 
Mr. Og:lby. For his other Divine Pieces, as 
his Paraphraſe on the Pſalms,Job, Eccleſtaſtes, La- 
mentations of [eremiah,gyc. I have heard them 
much admired by Devout and Ingenious Per- 
{ons, and I believe very delervingly. 

Having done with his Tranſlations, give me 
leave to conclude with #7s to another World, 
which happen'd at his Nephew, Mr. at's 
Houſe, at Poxley- Abbey in Kent : in the Chan- 
ce] of which Pariſh-Church he lyes buried, 
tho' without a Monument; and therefore- T 
ſhall follow my Author, from whence I col- 
lected this Account, by. tranſcribing what de- 
ſerves to be 1nſ{crib'd on a Monument ; vs. 


Georgins Sandys, Poetarum Ang lrum ſui ſacal; 
Princeps, ſepultus fuit Martit 79 Stilo Anglice. 
A. D. 1643. 


Charles SAUNDERs. © 


A Young Gentleman, whoſe Wit began to 
bud as early, as that of the Incomparable Cow- 
ley; and. was like him a Kivg's Scholar, when 
EMMMMBLA_—————— 

Ta 
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Tamberlane the Great, a Tragedy acted by 
their Majeſties Servants, at the Theatre-Royal: 
as likewiſe at Oxford, before his Iate Majeſty 
King] Charles the Second, at his meeting the 
Parliament there. "T'was printed 1n quarto 
Lond. 1681. and the Deſign was drawn (as the 
Author owns ) from the Novel of Tamerlane 
aud Afteria, 1n oftavo: I have ſo great a value 
for this Author's Play, that I cannot but with 
well to his Muſe ; but being no Poet, I mult 
ſet my Hand to another Man's Wiſhes : I mean 
Mr. Banks, who has writ a Copy of Verſes on 
this Play, part of which are as follow : 


Launch out youns Merchant,new ſet up of Wit, 
The World's before thee, and thy ſtock is great, 
Sail by thy Muſe, but never let her guide, 
Then without danger, you may ſafely glide 
By happrer Stuates ſteer d, and quickly gain 
The promiſed Indies of a hopeful Bran, - 
Bring home a Man betimes, that may create 
His Country's Glory in the Church, or State. 


Elkanah SETTLE. 


An Author now living, whoſe Muſe is chiefly 
addicted to Tragedy; and has been tragicall 
dealt withal by a Tyranical Lamreat ; whic 
has ſomewhateclips'd the glory he at firlt ap- 
peared in: But'Time has her viciſlitudes ; and 
he has lived to'ſee his Enemy humbled, if not 
Jjuitly puniſhed ; for this Reaſon, TI ſhall not 
aireſh animadvert upon his fault, but rather 
bury them 1n Oblivion; and without any Re- 
HeCtions on his Poetry, give a ſuccin& Account: 
EE 4 of 
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of thoſe Plays, which he has publiſhed, being 


Nine in Numker ; v3. 

Cambyſes King of Perſia, a Tragedy aQted at 
the Duke's, Theatre; printed 49. 3* Edit. Lond. 
1675. and dedicated to the Illuitrious Princels 
Anne, Dutcheſs of Monmouth. This Tragedy 
15 written 1n Heroick Verſe, and founded on 
Hiſtory. For the Plot, ſee Zu/tzn, Herodotus, 
Ammianus Marcellinus, (Fc. 

Conqueſt of China by the Tartars, a Tragedy 
acted at the Duke's Theatre; printed 49. Lond, 
1676. and dedicated to the Lord Caſte-Rizing. 
This 1s alſo writ in Heroick Verſe, and founded 
on Hiſtory. See S1gnor Palafax his Hiſtory of 
China, tranſlated 1n ofttavo; Fohn Gonzales de 
Mendoza, Lewis de Guzman, fc. 

Empreſs of Morocco, a Tragedy in Heroick 
Verſe; acted at the Duke's Theatre, printed 
with Sculptures 46. Lond. 1673. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Henry, Earl of Nor- 
with, and, Earl-Marſhal of Zngland. This Play 
Mr. Dryden writ particularly againſt, in a 
Pamphlet called, Notes and Obſervations on the 
Empreſs of Morocco; or ſome few Erratas to 
be printcd mſtead of: the Sculptures with, the [e- 


cond Edition of that Play ; printed. 49. Lond. + 


1674. This (as I have already obfſerv'd) was 
anſwered by another Pamphlet, which ſhewed 
Mr. Dryden was not Infallible; but that not- 
withſtanding his Bravadoes, he himſelf: was as 
faulty as others : and that he had verified the. 
Spaniſh Proverb, No es tan bravo el. Leon come. 
le pintan ; The Lyon is not ſo fierce as they paint 
Fatal 
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Fatal Love, or The forc'd Inconflaucy ; a Tra- 
gedy acted at the Theatre-Royal; Y yk. 4.0. 
Ind) 1680. and dedicated to Sir Robert Owen. 
This Play is founded on Achilles T atins his Ro- 
mance, called Cli7iphon and Lenucippe ; fee Book 
the fifth. The Z2/;ſþ Reader may perule it 
| tranſlated in octavo printed Oxon. 1638. 

Female Prelate ; bn the Hiſtory of the 
Life and Death of Po pe Joan: a Lrapeay ated 
at the Theatre- "Re printed 40, Lond. 1680. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable, the late 
Earl of Shaf7sbury. T his Play being founded 
on Hiſtory, ſee <Marianus Sev7us, Sigibert, Sa- 
be/licus : and for the Enghſh, he may read Pla 
tine tran{lated in Fol. by Sir Paul Ricault ; and 
the Life and Death. of Pope 7oan, written here- 
tofore in a Dialogue, by Mr. Alexander Cooke, 
a Gentleman formerly a Fellow of Unzver/uy 
Colledge 1n Oxford: a Piece 1o much cry'd up, 
and = 'd 1n thoſe Times, that 1t was.tranſla- 
ted, into French by F. De la Montaigne, "Fs; 
now. publiſhed in a #-h Diſcourſe 89. Lond.167F. 
The Reader will find there a Liſt of thoſe Au- 
thors. who athrm, and thoſe who deny the truthy 
of this, Story. 

Heir of Morecco, with theDeath of Gay/aud; 

ated. at the Theatre- Royal, printed. 49. Lond. 
1682. and dedicated to the Lady Fc 
Wentworth, Baroneſs of Nettleſted. 

 Tbraim, the 7 Hluftrious Baſſa ; a Tragedy in, 
Heroick Verſe, ated at the. Duke's. Theatre, 
pririted 45. Lond. 16 77. and dedicated to the 
Dutcheſs of Albermarls.* The Play 1 IS: founded 
on M. Scudery's Romance 1o called. EOOIS 
Love 
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' Love and Revenge, a Tragedy afted at the 
Duke's Theatre ; printed 49. Lond. 1675. and 
dedicated to the Late Duke of Newcaſtle. "Tis 
a great part borrowed from a Play called The 
Fatal Contra ; and 1s founded on the French 
Chronicles : ſee Mezeray, De Serres. &yxc. Tis 
itty our Author was fo little conſiderate, to 
Fall upon Mr. Shadwell in his Poſtſcript, when 
he lay ſo open to an Attaque himfelf: and 1t our 
Laureat reply'd too feverely upon him in his 
Preface to the Libertine,twas but ſe defendenas ; 
and he being the Aggref{or, ought to forgive it. 
F-xftor Fido, or Faithful Shepherd; a Paſtoral 
ated at the Duke's Theatre ; printed 40. Lon#. 
1677. and dedicated to the Right Honourable, 
the Lady Ehzabeth Delaval. The Play was 
written in Z7talian by Guarms, and afterwards 
tranſlated by Sir Rzc. Fanſhaw. This Tranſlati- 
on our Author has follow'd, being a ſtranger to 
the 77alan : tho' pollibly it may by 11] natur'd 
Criticks be thought a preſumption, to attempt 
i 1mprove either the Original, or the Copy. 
Our Anthor I think has ſeveral Copies of 
Verſes 1n print, beſides Proſe; but becauſe ſome 
of them will not advance his Reputation ; and 
of others, I know not exaQtly which he writ, 
F ſhall omit further mentioning of them 1n 
this place. 


Tho. SHapwerl, E/q; Poet Lau- 
reat 70 therr preſent Maje/ties. 
A Gentleman, whoſe Dramatick Works are 


ſufficiently known to the World; but eſpe- 
| cially 
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cially his Excellent Comedies; which in the 
Tudgment of ſome Perſons, have very delerved- 
ly adyanced him to the Honour he now enjoys, 
under the Title of Poet Laureat to their.preſent 
Majeſties. An Advancement which he 1nge- 
niouſly confeſles, 1s chiefly owing to the Pa- 
tronage of the Noble Earl of Dorſet,tnat Great 
Judge of Wit and Parts; in whoſe Favour it 
has been Mr. Shadwel's particular Happinels 
ſor ſeveral Years, to have had an Eminent 
Share. Mr. Dryaen, I dare preſume, little 1ma- 
gined, when he writ that Satyr of «Mack- 
Flecknoe, that the Subject he Zhere ſo much 
expolcs and ridicules, ſhould have ever lived 
to have ſucceeded him 1n wearing the. Bays. 
But Tam willing to ſay the leſs of Mr. Shad- 
well, becauſe T- have publickly profeſs'd a 
Friendſhip for him : and tho' it be not of 10 
long date, as ſome former . Intimacy with | 
others : ſo neither 1s 1t blemiſhed with ſome 
unhandſome Dealings, I have met with from 
Perſons, where TI leaſt expe&ed 1t. I ſhall 
therefore {peak of him with the Impartiality 
that becomes a Critick; and own I like Fs 
Comedies better than Mr. Dryzer's; as having 
more Variety of Characters, and thoſe drawn 
irom the Life; T mean Men's Converſe and 
Manners, and not from other Mens\Ideas, co- 
pyed out of their publick Writings : tho' in- 
deed I cannot wholly acquit our Preſent Lau- 
reat. from borrowing ; -his Plagiaries being 1n 
ſome places too bold and open to be diſguiſed, 
ot which [I ſhall take Notice, as I go along ;- 
tho' with this Remark, That ſeveral of them 

are 
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are obſerved to my Hand, and in a great mea- 
fare excuſed by himſelf, in the publick Ac- 
Enowledgment he makes 1n his ſeveral Pre- 
faces, to the Perſons to whom he was obliged 
for what he borrowed. 

That Mr. Shadwell has propos'd Þ.Johnſon tor 
hzs Model, I am very certain of; and thoſe who 
will read the Preface to the Fumoriſts, may be 
fofliciently ſatisfied what a value he has for 
that Great Man ; but how far he has fucceeded 
in his Deſign, I ſhall 1-ave to the Reader's Ex- 


amination., So far only give me leave to pre- 


miſe in our Laureat's Defence, that the Rea- 
der 1s not to meaſure his Merit by Mr. Dry- 
den's Standard; lince Socrates, never was more 
perſecuted by the Inhumane Ar/tophanes, than 
Mr. Shadwell by Mr. Dryden's Pen; and with 
the ſame injuſtice : tho'I think, whoever ſhall 
peruſe the Modeſt Defence of the former, in 
tis Epiſtle to the tenth Satyr of Javenal,” will 
not.only acquit him, bur love him for his good 
Humour and gentle Temper, to One who en- 
deavour d-to.de{troy his Reputation, ſo dear to 
Alt Men,but the very Darling of Poets; as Ovid 
lays (+), | 


Quid petitnr ſacris niſi tantum fama Poetis ? 
Foc wotum noſtri ſumma laborts habet. 


Mr. Shadwell has Fourteen Plays in-print, 


which we ſhall-give an Account of in the Or- 


der WY have. begun, U1S. Alphabetically; tho* 
by this means hs laſt Play comes firſtupon our: 


AIRS, vom. 
(s) Ve Arte Amandi, Lib. Jo oy 
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 Amorous ÞBigotte, with the Second Part of 
Tegue O Drivelly; a Comedy acted by their Ma. 
jelties Servants, printed 4.9. Zoxd. 1690. and de- 
dicated to the Right Honourable Charles, Earl 
of Shrewsbary. DO 

Bury Farr, a Comedy acted by his preſent 
Majeſties Servants, printed 49. £0ud.1689. and 
dedicated to the Rt. Honourable Char les, Earl of 
Dorres and Middleſex, the preſent Lord Cham. 
berlain of his Majeſty's Houſhold. How difh- 
cult it is for Poets to find a continual Supply of 
new Humour, this Poet has ſufficiently ſhew'd 
in his Prologue ; and therefore he ought to be 
excus'd, if O/d"Yit, and Sir Flumphry Noddy, 
have ſome reſemblance with 7a/t:ce ſoil Wit, 
and Sr. John Noday ; in the Triumphant Widow. 
Skilfull Poets reſemble excellent Cooks, whoſe 
Art enables them to dreſs one Diſh of Meat fe- 
'veral ways; and by the Aſſiſtance of proper 
$awces, to give each a different Reliſh, and yer 
all grateful to the Palate. 'Thus the Charadter 
of Za Roche,tho' firſt drawn by Molheve, in Les 
Precieuſes ridicules andiafterwards copy'd'by Sir 
W.D' Avenant, Mr. Betterton, and Mrs. Behn-; 
yet in this Play has a more taking Air than in 
any other Play, and there 1s ſomething in his 
Jargon, more diverting than 1n the Original 
it ſelf. 

Epſom Wells, a Comedy acted at the Duke's 
Theatre; printed 49. Zond.1676. and dedicated . 
to his Grace the Duke of Newcaſft/e. This is 
lo diverting, and withal ſo true a Comedy, 
that even Forreigners, who are not generally 
tne kindeſt to the Wit of our Nation, havecex- 

_ rreamly 
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treamly commended 1t; -and 1t 1s no ſmall'cre- 
dit to our Author, that the. Szear De Samf 
Emuvremont, ſpeaking of our Zn2g/fſh Comedies 
in his #//ays, has ranked this Play'with Fer 
Fohnſon's Bartholmew Fair, as two of our moſt 
diverting Comedies. T's true that ſome en- 
deavoured to fix a Calumny upon our Author, 
alledging that this Play was not Ingentous : 
but this Stain was quickly wip'd oft, by the 
Plea he makes for himſelf in the Prologue, 
ſpoken to the King and Queen at Yþ:tehalt, 

where he ſays, 


Tf this for him had been by others done, 
After this Honour.ſure they'd claim their own, 


Humoriſts, a Comedy aGted by his Royal 
Highneſſes Servants ; printed 49. Lond. 1677. 
and dedicated to the molt Illuſtrious Margaret, 
Dutcheſs of Newca/i#le. The Delign of this," 
Play was, 7o reprehend ſome of the Vices and 
Folles of the Age, which 1s certainly the moſt, 
proper and moſt uſeful way of writing Comedy. 
But notwithſtanding the Author's good Deſign, 
it met with 1mplacable Enemies, who reſolv'd 
to damn 1t right or wrong ; and the Author 
was forcd to mutilate his Play, by expunging 
the chief Deſign, to prevent giving Offence. 
Theſe and other Diſadvantages ( the particu- 
lars of which you may read in the Preface) the 
Poet met with: and yet think a Candid Judge | 
would let 1t paſs without much Cenſure; and. 
pardon the taults of the Play, for that Repa- 
ration that 1s made for it in the Preface. _ 

Lancaſhire Witches, aud Teague O Divelly, 
the 
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-4\ 


oa TIT IU LOO OC 4 ed Ste fend you - eq ones. Gee To oe 


Dramatick Poets. 447 
the Iriſh Prieſt ; a Comedy aQed at the Duke's 
Theatre, and printed 49. Loud.1682. This Play 
was written in the Times of hig and Tory, 
therefore was oppoled by Papyfts and their Ad- 
herents, for the ſake of their Dear-Joy, 7 eague 
0 Divelly : but nevertheleſs there appeared ſo 
numerous a party in the Play's Defence, that 
the Play lived 1n ſpight of all their Malice. 
However, I wiſh our Author for his own ſake, 
had left out the Character of Smzrt, notwith- 
ſtanding the Defence he makes or 1t 1# the 
Preface, and his Proteſtation of having a true 
value for the Church of Zngland: for 'tis evi- 
dent that her Sons, the Clergy, are abuſed 1n 
that CharaQter ; particularly in the firſt Scene 
of the ſecond Aft: and therefore Mr. Shadwel? 
muſt allow me a little to diſtruſt his ſincerity, 
when he makes ſuch Jarge Profeſſions of Re- 
ſpe& to Gowns-men ; to whom I believe his 
Obligations are greater than Kindneſs: other- 
wiſe, he would not have ſufter'd ſuch refleQ:- 
ons to have paſled his Pen, as are to be met 
with 1n his S7uvre of Al/atia, and the Epilogue 
to the Amorous Bipotte, ye. It Mr. Shadwell 
would therefore take a Friend's Counſel, L 
would adviſe him tg treat ſerious things with 
| due ReſpeCt; and not to make the Pulprt 
truckle to the Szage ; or Preface a Play, with a 
a Treatiſe of Religion : every Man has his Pro- 
vince, and I think the Stating of Paſſive Obe- 
dience, and Non-Reſiſtance, 1s none of Mr. 
9adwelt's : He may remember,that Mr. Drydes: 
never miſcarried more, than when he inter- 
meddjed with Church Matters ; and thar all 


the 
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the Art and Beauty of his Abſalom and Achz. 
tophel, will hardly make Amends tor the Sports 
and Blemiſhes that are to be found in his Find 
aud Panther. But to return to our Subject: 
Mr. Heywood and Mr. Prome have writ a Play 
on the ſame Story with our Author ; but 
how much this exceeds it, will be evident to 
unbyaſſed Judges. As to the Magick 1n the 
Play, our Author has given a very good Ac- 
count in his Notes, from the Writings of Del- 
rio, Bodimas, Wierns, x. and I know nothing 
that we have in this Nature, in Dramatick Po- 
etry, except Fer. Johnſon's Maſque of Queens, 
which 1s likewiſe explained by Annotations. 
Libertine, a Tragedy atted by his Royal 
+ Servants ; printed 49. Lond. 1676. 
and dedicated to #7/ham Duke of Newcafth. 
This Play, it not regular, 1s at leaſt diverting : 
which according to the Opinion of ſome of 
our Firſt-Rate Poets, 1s the End of Poetry. 
The Play 1s built upon a Subject which has 
been handled by Spaniſh, [tahian, and French 
Authors : there being four Plays extant (ſays 
my Author) on this Story. I have never ſeen 
but.one, viz. Mo/ltere's L' Athee Foudroye, which 
it appear'd our Author haFread. There is a 
CharaQter 1n Sir Aon Cockarn's Ovid; T mean 
that of Captain Fannibal, whoſe Cataſtrophe 


3s like that of Don Jo/»,which (as I haveſaid) 


may poſlibly be borrowed from 77 Atherſto ful- 
Minato. 

Mifer, a Comedy aQted by his Majeſties Ser- 
vants, at the Theatre-Royal; printed 49. Lond. 


- I672. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 


Charles, 
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Charks,1.* Buckharſt, the preſent Earl of Dor- 
ſet. This Play the Author confeſſes 1960unded 
on Molhere's L' Avare ; which by the way 1s 1t 
ſelf founded on Plantus his Aulularia. "Twas 
the laſt Play-that was ated at the King's Houle, 
before the fatal Fire there : Whoever will per- 
uſe this Play, will find more than half wrir 
by our Author,.and the French part-much 1m- _ 
proved. ".75-© = 
Pſyche, a' Tragedy aFted at the Duke's Thea-. 
tre; printed 49. Lond. 1675. and dedicated to. 
the late Zimes, Duke of Monmonth, This was 
the firſt Play that our Author writ-in Rhime ; 
and on that Account' he found moſt «of the 
Crambo=Poets up in Arms againſt 1t, who look'd 
_ upon our Author, 'as an Incroacher on their 
Territories ; and ere (as he ſays) very much 
offended with him, for leaving his own Province 
of Comedy, to invade their Dominion of Rhime : 
But as-our Author never valu'd himſelf upon 
this Play,fo his Deſign at that time, was to en- 
tertain the Town with variety of Muſick, cu- 
r1ous Dancing, fplendid Scenes, and Machines ; 
and not with fine-Poetry, the Audience being 
not at: Jexſure-to-mind the Writing. The foun- 
dation of 'this Play, 1s Apuleins'his Aurens Afi- _ 
us ; which the Reader may read in Enghfh, 
under the Title of The Golden Afs, 'tran{lated 
by W. Adlington, printed 49. Lond:1629. How 
far heſhasborrow d from the French Pſyche, he 
tells you in the Preface, and T leave 1t to thoſe 
which hayeſten it.(which I have not) to give 
Judgment 'to whom the preference belongs. 
How much this Opera os, every Body that 
-1F iS 
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1s acquainted with the Theatre knows; and 
with reaſon, ſince the greateſt Maſters in Vo- 
cal Muſick, Dancing, and Painting, were con- 
cern'd in 1t. 

Royal Shepherdeſs, a Tragi-comedy adted by 
his Highneſs the Duke of 7or#'s Servants ; and 
printed 4% Lond. 1669. This Play, ( as our 
Poet owns ) was originally Mr. Fountazn's ol 
Devonſhire; and without deſcanting on the 
Play, I ſhall refer the Reader to the view of 
Mr. Shadwe/ll's Epiſtle to the Reader, and the 
Compariſon of both Plays, which are 1n print, 
for his ſatisfaction. 

' Squire of Allatia, a Comedy ated by their 
Majeſties Servants; printed 49. Zond. 1688. 
and dedicated to the Earl of Dorſet and Mid- 
dleſex. The Ground of this Play, 1s from Te- 
rence his Adelphi; eſpecially the . two Chara- 
&ters of Mtio and Demea, which I think are 
1mprov'd. . If he has not taken notice of hay- 
ing borrowed theſe Characters, 'tis becauſe he 
is not beholding to the French, or Enghſh for 
his Model; and that thoſe for whom he chiefly 
writes, are Perſons that are well acquainted 
with Poets of Antiquity, and need not be in- 
formed. 'Tis ſufficient for the vulgar Audi- 
ence, that the Play 1s taking and divertive, 
without, -troubling. their Heads whence 'tis 
borrowed : and all People muſt allow that no 
Comedy has found better ſucceſs than this, 
{ince the Reſtauration of the Theatre. 

Sulken Lovers, or T he Impertinents; a Come- 
dy atted by his Highneſs the Duke of 7ork's 
Servants; printed 49. Lond. 1670, and dedica- 
ted 
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ted to the late Duke of Newcaſtle. The Au- 


thor owns that he recetv'd a hint from the Re- 
port of Molhere's Les Facheux, upon which he 
wrote a great part of his Play, before he ſaw 
it. ThePlay 1s regular and diverting, and the 
Author himſelf has better defended it than I 
am able to dv, nor doth he at any time need a 
"Second; and therefore I reter you to his Pre- 
lace for Satisfaction. a 

Timon of Athens, the Man-hater, his Hiſtory, 
acted at the Duke's Theatre ; made into a Play, 
rinted 4*. Lond. 1678. and dedicated to the 
he Duke of Buckingham. "The Play 1s origi- 

nally Shakeſpear's; but ſo imperfefaly printed, 
that 'tis not divided into Acts. How much our 
Author has added, or expung'd, I mult leave 
to the Examination of the lets buſie Reader; L 
not having time at preſent to enquire into par= 

ticulars. | PE 

True Widow, a Comedy acted at the Duke's 
Theatre ; printed 49.Zond.1679. and dedicated 
to Sir Charles Sidley. This Play I take to be 
as true Comedy; and the Characters and Hu- 

mours to be as well drawn, as any of this Ape. 
Frtuoſo, a Comedy ated at the Duke's The- 
atre; printed 49. ZL6nd. 1676. and dedicated to 
his Grace the late Duke of Newcaſtſe. I think 
there 15 no Body will deny this Play its due 
_ Applauſe; at leaſt I know, that the Univerſity 
of Oxford, who may, be allowed Competent 
ſudges of Comedy, (eſpecially of ſuch Chara- 
Cters, as Sir Nicholas Grmerach, and Sir Formal 
{rifle ) applauded it: and 2s no Man ever un- 
dertook to diſcover the Frailties of ſuch Prez 
Kft: tenders 
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' tenders to this kind of Knowledge, before Mr. 


Shadwell ; ſo none ſince Mr. Zohnſon's Time, 

ever drew ſo many different ChafaQters of Hu. 

mours, and with 1uch Succeſs. 
 Woman-Captain, a Comedy acted at his Royal 


Highnefles Servants ; printed 49. Loud. 167---- 


and dedicated to Henry, Lord Og/t, Son to his 
Grace Henry, Duke of Newcaſtle. If this Play 
falls ſhort of the former, at leaſt 1t wants not 
variety of Characters, which have gained 1t 
a Reputation above what 1s written by pitifu] 
Poets of the Fourth-Rate, our Author's perpe- 
tual Enemies, who are no more to be regard- 
ed, than the buzzing of Flies, and InſeCtts in 
hot Weather ; which tho' troubleſome, are in- 
offenſive, and without Stings: and for his 
greateſt Enemy ; he has 1mitated the Bee, that 
with his Malice, has left his Sting behind him. 
I hope now, our Author 1s advanced to a Sta- 
tion, wherein he will-endeavour to exert his 
Muſe ; and having found Encouragement from 
Majeſty it ſelf,aim at writing Dramatick Pieces, 
equal to thoſe of Antiquity : which however 
applauded, have been 'paxalelled ( T was about 
to ſay excelled) by the Comedies of the Admi- 
Table Johnſon. 

I muſt do Mr. Dryden fo much Juſtice, as to 
acknowledge, that in Fp:ck Poetry, he far ex- 
ceeds not only Mr. Shazwef, but moſt, if not 
all the Poets of our Age :. and I could wiſh our 
preſent Laureat, would not give his predeceſ- 
ſor ſueh frequent Advantages over him ; but 
rather confine himſelf within his own Sphere 
of Comedy. | 

He 
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| He has ſeveral Poems extant, but becauſe his 
Name 1s not afhx'd to them, I ſhall mention 
but Three: viz. The tenth Satyr of Juvenal, tran{- 
lated with Notes, printed 49. Lond. 1687. A 
Congratulatory Poem on his Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange, coming mto England : and- another 
to the moſt Tlluſtrious Q. Mary, upon her Ar- 
rival ; both printed 49. £ond. 1689. 


Willtam SHAKESPEAR. © 


One of the moſt Eminent Poets of his Time; 
he.was born at Stratford upon Avon 1n Harwick- 
ſhire; and flouriſhed in the Reigns of Queen 
Elizabeth, and King Fames the Firlt. His Na- 
tural Genius to Poetry was fo excellent, that 
like thoſe Diamonds ('), which are found in 
Cornwall, Nature had little, or no occaſion for 
the Aſſiſtance of Art to poliſh 1t. The Truth 
is, 'tis agreed on by moſt, that his Learning 
was not extraordinary; and I am apt to. be- 
lieve, that his Skill in the French and 7zalian 
Tongues, exceeded his Knowledge in the Ro- 
77an Language: for we find him not only be- 
holding to Cynthio Grraldi and Bandello, for his 
Plots, but likewiſe a Scene 1n Henry the Fifth, 
written in French, between the Princeſs Cathe- 
rime and her Governante : Beſides /alian Pro- 
verbs ſcatter'd up and down 1n his Writings. 
Few;Perſons that are acquainted with Drama- 
tick Poetry, but are convinced of the Excel- 
lency of his Compoſitions, in all Kinds of 1t : 
and as 1t would be ſupertinous in me to endea- 

(1) Dr, Fuller in his &ccount of Shakeſpears 
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vour to particulariſe what moſt deſerves praiſe 
in him, after ſo many Great Men that have 
eiven him their ſeveral Teſtimonials of his 
Merit; ſo I ſhould thiuk I were guilty of an 
Injury beyond pardon to his Memory, ſhould 
I ſo far diſparage 1t, as to bring his Wat in com- 
petition with any of our Age. "Tis true Mr. 
Dryden (®) has cenſured him very pe e's in 
his Poſtſcript to Granada; but in cool Blood,and 
when the Znthuſiaſtic Fit was pall, he has ac- 
knowledged him |[ in his Dramatich Eſſay | 
Equal at leaſt, if not Superitour, to Mr. Zohn- 
ſon in Poefre. T ſhall not here repeat what has 
been before urged in his behalf, in that Com- 
mon Defence of the Poets of that 'Time, againſt 
Mr. Dryden's Account of Ben. Fohnſon; but 
ſhall take the Liberty to {peak my Opinion, as 
my predeceflors have done, af his Works ; 
which 1s this, 'That I eſteem his Plays beyond 
any that have ever been publiſhed 1n our Lan- 
guage : and tho' I extreamly admire _Zohnfor, 
and Fletcher; yet I muſt ſtill aver, that when 
1n competition with Shakeſpear, T mult apply 
to them what Za/tas Lip/ius writ 1n his Letter 
to Anarans Schotrus, concerning 7 erence and 
Plautus, when compar'd ; Terentium amo, ad: 
miror, fed Plaurum mags. 
He has writ about Forty fix Plays, all which 
except three, are bound in one Volume in Fol. 
printed Loud. 1685, 'The whole Book 1s de- 
dicated to the Earls of Pembroke and Montgs- 
ery : being uſher'd into the World with le- 
veral Copies of Verſes; but none more valued 
* (an) dee Mp, Lrygen's Account, OT rh 
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than thoſe Lines made by Fer Fohnſon; which 
being too long to be here tranſcribed, I ſhall 
leave them to be perus'd by the Reader, -with 
his Works, of which I ſhall give ſome Account 
as follows. 

All's well, that ends welt; a Cpmedy. This 
Play 1s founded on a Novel written by earn 
Boccacto ; ſee his Nov. Day the 3. Nov. the 9. 
concerning 7uhet of Narbona, and Fertrand 
Count of Rofſilzon. 

Anthony and Cleopatra, a Tragedy. The 
Ground of this Play 1s founded on Hiſtory : ſee 
Plutarch's Lite of Anthony ; Appian, Dion Caf- 
feus, Diodorus, Florus, Oc. 

As you like 2t, a Comedy. | 

Comeay of Errors. This Play 1s founded on 
Plautus his «Manechmi: and if it be not a 
juit Tranſlation, 'tis at leaſt a Paraphraſe : and 
I think far beyond the Tranſlation, call'd Me- 
nechmus, which was printed 4o. Lond. 15095. 

Corwlanus, a Tragedy. This is founded on 
Hiſtory : ſee Livy, Dionyſus Hallicarnafſſeus ; 
Plutarch's Life of Coriolanns, fyc. Part of this 
Play appear'd upon the Stage ſeven Years ſince, 
under the Title of /ngratizude of a Common- 
Wealth. Eo 

Cromwe#/t, (Thomas [.9.) the Hiſtory of his 
Life and Death. This Play is likewiſe found- 
ed on Hiſtory : See Fox's Martyrology ; Fuller's 
Church Hiftory ; Stow, Speed, Holling fhead, Hcr- 
bert, Baker, Dr. Barnet, fc. The Story of 
Cromwell, and Mr. Freſcobald the Merchant, 1s 
related 1n Dr. HakewelPs Apology, and Fan- 
ley's Fiiftory of Man, Book 3. Ch.20. 
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Cymbeline his Tragedy. Thas Play, tho' the: 


Title bear the Name of a King of Prute's Li- 
nage ; yet I thipk ows little to the Chronicles 
of thole Tintes, as far as I can colle&, from 


Grafton, Stow, Milton, &yc. But the Subjedt 1s 


rather built upon a Novel in Foccace, viz. Day 
2. Nov. 9. This Play was reviv'd by Durfey 


about ſeven Years lince, under the Title of 7 he 
{njured Princeſs, or The Fatal Wager. | 

© Henry the Fourth, the Firit part; with the 
Life of Henry Percy, firnamed Hotſpur. This 


Play is built upon our Zng/ifh Hiſtory : ſee the | 


four former Years of his Reign, in FHarazng, 
Buchanan, Caxton, Walſmgham, Fabian, Poly- 
dore Virgil, Hall, Grafton, Holling fhead, Hey- 
ward, Truſſel, Martin, Stow, Speed, Baker, (Fc. 


As to the Comical part, 'tis certainly our Au- 
thor's own Invention s and the Character of 


Sir Fohn Falſtaff, 1s owned by Mr. Dryden, to 
be the belt of Comical CharaCters : and the Av- 
thor himſelf had ſo good an Opimion of it, that 
he continued it in no leſs than four Plays: 
_ This part uſed to be play'd by Mr. Lacy, and 
never tail'd of univerſal applauſe. 

Henry the Fourth, the Second part; contain- 
ing his Death, and the Coronation of King 
Henry the Fifth. For the Hiſtorical part, con- 
{ult the fore-mentioned Authors. The Epi- 
logue to this Play 1s writ in Profe, and ſhews 
that 'twas writ in the Time of Q. #lizabeth. 


Henry the Fifth his Life. This Play is 


Iikewife writ and founded on Hiſtory, with a 


Mixture of Comedy. 'The Play 1s continued 


_ trom the beginning of his Reign, to his Mar- 
Ts -..; ©. 


IÞ I knogy not whether this Story be true or 
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riage with" Katherine of France. For Flltori- 
ans, ſee as before, Harding, Caxton, Walſmg- 
ham, &yc. Thais Play. was writ during the time 
that &//ex was General in Jre/and, as you may 
ſee 1n the beginning of the firſt Act ; where our 
Poet by a pretty Turn, compliments &/ex, and 
ſeems to foretell Victory to Her Majeſties 
Forces againſt the Rebels. 

Henry the Sixth, the Firſt part. 

Henry the Sixth, the Second part, with the 
Death of the Good Duke Humphrey. TY 

Henry the Sixth, the Third part, with the 
Death of the Duke of 7or4. Theſe three Plays 
comain the whole length of this Kings Reign, 
vi. "Thirty eight Years, fix Weeks, and four 
Days. Altho' this be. contrary to the {trick 
Ruies of Dramatick Poetry ; yet it mult be 
own'd, even by Mr. Dryden (”) hunſelt, That 
this Pifture in Mmature, has many Features, 
which excell even ſeveral of his more exact 
Strokes of Symmetry, and Proportion. For 
the Story, conſult the Writers of thoſe Times, 
vi. Caxton, Fabian, Pol. Pirgil. Hall, Holling- 
ſhead, Grafton, Stow, Speed, wc. 

Henry the Eighth, the Famous Hiſtory of his 
Lite. This Play frequently appears on the pre- 
lent Stage; the part of Henry being extreamly 
well acted by Mr. Berterion. ThisPlay 1s found- 
ed on Hiſtory likewiſe, Z70/ling ſb. Hall, Grafton, 
Sow, Speed, Herbert, Martin, Baker, oc. 

Flamlet, Prince of Denmark, his Frogs 

falle; 
but T cannot find in the Liſt given by Dr. Hey- 


lin 
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tm, ſach a King of Denmark, as Clanaius. All 
that I can inform the Reader, is the Names of 
thoſe Authors that have written of the Aﬀairs 
of Denmark and Norway; and mult leave it to 
their further ſearch : ſuch are Saxo-Gramma- 
itcus, Tdacius, Crantzins, Pontanus, (7. This 
Play was not many Years ago printed in quar- 
to; all being mark'd, according to the Cuſtom 
of the Stage, which was cut out in the Action. 


Zohn Kang of England, his Lite and Death. 


For the Plor, fee Math. Paris, R. Figden, Wal- 
Jfoigham, Weſtminſter, Fabian, Pol. Virgil, Hot- 
ling ſhead, Grafton, Stow, Speed, (yr. 6B 
Fulius Ceſar his Tragedy. This Play 1s 
founded on Hiſtory ; ſee Livy, Plutarch, Sue- 
fonius, fyc. This Play was reviv'd at the 
Theatre-Royal, about fifteen Years ago; and 
printed 40. Zond. 1684. ' There 1s an Excellent 
Prologue to 1t, printed in Covent Garden Drot- 
kery, p. 9. En. ; 
Lear King of England, his Tragedy. This 
Play 1s founded on Hiſtory ; ſee ſuch Authors 
as have written concerning Prutes Hiſtory, as 
Leland, Ghceſter, Huntingdon, . Monmouth, gyc. 
But the Subject of this Story may be read ſuc- 
cinatly in «MH/ron's Hiſtory of England, 49. 
Book I. p. 17. &c. This Play about eight 
Years fince was reviv'd with Alterations, by 
Mr. T ate. 
Locrine Eldeft Son to King Brutus, his Tra- 
gedy. This Tragedy contains his Reign, with 
the loſs of #frildis and Sabra; which accord- 
ing to ſaac/on's Chronology, was twenty Years. 
For the Authors, conſult thoſe aforemention'd, 
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particularly M7/tom, Book 1. p. 14. Supple- 
ment to 7 heatre of Gods Fudements,Ch.6. Ubal- 
dino Le vite delle Donne Tlluſtri, p. 7. 

London Proajgal, a Comedy. This 1s One 
of the Seven Plays which are added to this 
Volume ; which tho' printed all of them 1n 42. 
| were never in Folio, till 1685. Two of thele, 

vis. Cromwell and Locrine, we have already 
handled; the Remaining four, vs. Ola-caſile, 
Pericles, Puritan Widow, and Yorkſhire Tragedy, 
thall be treated 1n their order. | 
Loves: Labour loſt, a Comedy : the Story of 
which T can give no Account of. 
Meaſure for Meaſure, a' Comedy, founded 
on a Novel in Cyntho Giraldi : viz. Deca Otta- 
va, Novella 5: The like Story 1s 1n Goalart's 
Fiiſtoires Admirables de notre temps, Tome 1. + 
page 2.16. and in Zzþ/iz Monita L.2. C.9.p. 125- 
This Play, as T have obſerved, was made ule 
of with the Comedy «Much ado about nothing, 
by Sir YUliam D' Avenant, in his Law againſt 
Lovers. 
eHMerchant of Venice, a 'Tragi-comedy. 
eMerry W7ves of Windſor, a Comedy; which 
Mr. Dryden (*) allows to be exaQtly form'd; 
and 1t was fFegular before any of Ben.Zohnſon's. 
This 1s not wholly without the Aſſiſtance of 
Novels; witneſs Mrs. Ford's conveying out Sir 
Tohn- Falſtaff in the Basket of Foul Clothes ; 
and his declaring all the Intrigue to her Hul- 
band, under the Name of Mr. Broom ; which 
Story 1s related in the firſt Novel of The For- 
Zunate Decetved,and Unfortunate Lovers: which 
EOS. OT in 


Book, 
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' Book, tho' written ſince Shakeſpear's Time, [ 


2m able to prove ſeveral of thoſe Novels are 
tranſlated out of Cynthio Grraldi, others from 


HMalleſpini; and I believe the whole to be a 


Collection from old Novelilts. 
eHMackbeth, a Tragedy ; which was reviy d 
by the Dukes Company, and re-printed with 
Alterations, and New Songs, 42. Lond. 1674. 
The Play is founded on the Hiſtory of Scozland. 
The Reader may conſult theſe Writers for the 
Story : viz. Hettor Boetius, fp uchanan, Du cheſne, 
HJollingſhead, (xc. 1 he ſame Story 1s Tuccinctly 
related in Verle, in Heywood's FHerarchy of 
fs B. x. p. $08. and 1n Prole in Hey/zn's 
Colmography,Book 1. in the Hiſt. of Prztazn, 
where he may read the Story at large. At the 
Athing of this Tragedy, on the Stage, I ſaw a 


real one acted in the Pit; I mean the Death of 


Mr.Scroop,who received his death's wound from 
the late Sir Thomas Armſtrong, and died pre- 


fently after he was remov'd to a Houſe oppo- 


hite to the Theatre, in Dorſet-Garden. 
Midſummer Nights Dream, a Comedy. 
The Conncal part of this Play, 1s printed ſe- 
parately 1n 49. and uſed to be acted at Barthols- 
mewFair,and other Markets in th@Country by 
Strolers, under theTitle of Bottom the Heaven. 
Much ado about nothing, a Comedy. I have 
already ſpoke of Sir #/iliam D' Avenant's 


making ufe of this Comedy. All that I, have 


to.remark 1s, That the contrivance of Boractuo, 
an \behalf of Jobu the Baſtard to make C/audio 
jealous of Zero, by the Aſſiſtance of her Wait- 
ing-Woman Margare, is borrowed from Art- 


ofto's 
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ofto's Orlando Farioſo + ſee Book the filth. in th 
Story of Lurcanio, and Ceneuza: the like Story 
is in Spencer's Fairy Queen, Book 2. Canto 4. © 
Oldeaſtle, the good Lord Cobham 47s Z7itory. 
The Protagoniſt in this Play, /is Sir Fohn O- 
caſtle, who was executed in the Reign of King 
Henry the Fifth : See his Lite at large in Fox 
his Martyrology ; Dr. Fuller, and other Wrt- 
ters of Church Hiſtory, as well as Chrono- 
logers. | A 0 FIAT 
Othello, the Moor of Venice his Tragedy. 
This 1s reckoned an Admirable:Tragedy; and 
was reprinted 49. Lond. 1680. and 1s ftilkanEn- 
tertainment ar the Theatre-Royal. QuriAu! 
thor borrowed the Story fromCynthi's Novels, 
Dec. 2. Nov.7. The'*truth 1s, Sa/n/t:o Prcolomint 
in his Letter to the Author, \extreamly ,ap- 
blands theſe Novels, as beingmolt of them tit 
Subjedts for Tragedy; as you may {ee by the 
following Lanes. ,<G/z Feccatomithewoſtri, Sig 
"or Cynthio,m ſono maraviglioſa mente pinctars. 
* Et fra le altre +1 e 70 C1 ho 'veduti 7 piu bell; atgo- 
*mente di Trapedte, che ft Poſſano maginare, ty 
* gtanto a 7 neat, quanto alle folution:;tanto'fe- 
* iremente ha viſte legate le aiffirulta, che! pure 
* azo impeſhbill ad efjere flegat pe \Mr. Dryden 
| fays (?), That molt of Shateſpear's Plots, he 
means the Story. of them, are to be found'in 
this Author, I'muſt confeſs, that having with 
Sreat- difficulty obtained the Book from Zon- 
don, T have found but two of thoſe mentioned 
by him, tho' I have read the Book carefully 
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- Pericles Prince of Tyre; with the true,Rela- 
tion of the whole Hiſtory, Adventures, and 
Fortunes of the ſaid Prince. This Play was 


publiſh'din the Author's Life-time, under the 


Title of The much Admired _ of Pericles ; 
by which you may gueſs the value the Audi- 
tors and Spectators of that Age had for it. I 
know not whence our Author tetch'd his Sto- 
Ty, not meeting 1n Hiltory with any ſuch 
Prince of Zyre; nor remembring any of that 
Name, except the Famous Athenian, whoſe 
Life 1s celebrated by Plntarch. 

.- Paritan, or The Widow of Watthne-ſtreet ; a 
Comedy ſufficiently diverting. 

Richard the Second his Life and Death; a 
Tragedy, which 1s extreamly commended even 
by Mr. Dryden,in his Grounds of Criticiſme in 
Tragedy, printed before 7ro:Jus and Creſfiaa : 
and Mr. Tate,: who altered this Play in 1681, 
ſays, That'there-are ſome Maſter-touches in 
this Play, that will vye with the beſt Romar 
Poets. For the Plot, conſult the Chronicles 
of Harding, Caxton, Wallmeham, Fabian, Pol. 
Firgil, Grafton, FHolling ſhead, Stow, Speed, fyc. 

Richard the 7 hird his Trageay, qvith the land- 
mg of the Karl of Richmond, and the Battle of 
Boſworth Field. This Play 1s alſo founded on 
Hiſtory. See Fabian, Caxton, Pol. Virgil, Hol. 


ling ſhead, Grafton, Trufjel, Stow, Speed, Baker, 


Romeo and Fuhet, a Tragedy... This Play is 


accounted amongſt the beſt of -our Author's 


Works. Mr. Dryaen ſays, 'That he has read 
the Story of 1t in the Novels of Cyn7h7o ; which 
as 
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as yet I cannot find, but fet it down 1n my for- 
mer. Catalogue, relying upon» his Knowledge. 
But T have fince read it in French,tranſlated by 
M.Pterre Boiſtean, whole Sir-name was Lannay; 
who ſays it was writ by BandeMo, but not hay- 
ing as yet met with:Zandel/lo 1n the Original, I 
muſt acquieſce in his Word. The French Rea- 
der may peruſe 1t 1n the firſt Tome of: Zes Hr- 


floires Tragicques, extraiftes: des auvres Tia- 


lrenne s ae Bandelh, ampr me 89, A Tarn IS7. 

. T aming of the. Shrew, a very diverting Co- 
medy. The Story of the Ter, 1s related'by 
Pontus Heuterns, Rerum Burdicarum, Ih. 4. 
and by Goulart, in his Fiſt. Admirables, Tom. 
1.P.:360. NE THT oY rel? 2k" 

Tempeſt a Comedy, How .much. this Play 
is now in Eſteem, tho' the Foundation: were 
Shakeſpear's, all-People know. How it took 
at the Black-fryars, let Mr. Dryden's Preface 
ſpeak. For his'Opinion of Ca/iban, the Mon- 
lter's CharaRer, let his Preface to 'Trou/as and 


Creſfida explain. ©*No Man except Shakeſpear, 
(ever drew ſo many CharaQtars, 'or. generally 
*diſtinguiſh'd them better from one another, 
* except only Fehnſon : I will inſtance but in 
© one, to ſhew the copiouſneſs of his Invention: 
* "tis that of Ca/zban, or the Monſter in the Tem- 
*peft : He ſeems here to have created a Perſon, 


| *which was not in Nature; a2 boldneſs which 


*at firſt fight would appear intolerable: For 
"he makes him a ſpeczes of himſelf begotten 
*by an Zucubus on a HY7tch ; but this 1s not 
' wholly beyond the bounds of Credibility ; at 
*leaſt, the Vulgar ( T ſuppoſe ) {till belieye ir. 
Burt: 
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But this is not the only CharaQter of this Na. 
ture that Mr. Shakeſpear has'written "tor MHer- 
&n, as he introduces him, '1s Cozen-German'to 


Calibat by Birth; as thoſe may obſerve, who 


will read that Play. © As' to:the Foundation of 
this Comedy, Tam 1gnorant whether it be'the 
Author's own'Contrivance, or a. Novel built 


Titus Andronicas his Lamentable 'Fr agedy 
This Phay was. fir{t-printed 4.9:£Lo9d.ry 04: ant 
afted by the Farls of Derby. \PembroRe; \and 
£#ſſex, their Servants. "Twas about the'titme 
of the Popiſh-plot tevived and” altered by Mr. 
Ravenſcroft. Tm his Prefaceito the Reader, he 
ſays (), That he thinks it a greater theftito'rob 
the Dead of their Praiſe, thin'the Living of their 
Money : Whether his Practice agree withihis 
Proteſtation, I leave to the Comparifon\ of his 
Works, with'thoſe of Holliere:: and whether 
Mr. Shadwetfs Opinion 'of\ Plagiaries, reach 
not Mr. \Ravenſcrof?, T leave'to- the Reader. 
£T( ſays he (*) 1hgemiouſly ) freely confeſs my 
e'Theft, and .-am aſham'd 'onf't; tho' I haye 


«the Example of ſome that'neyer yet wrote a. 


Play, without ſtealing -moſt of it ; and (like 
«Men that-Lye ſo long, till they believe them- 
<cfelves) at length by continual Thieving, 
creckon their fſtollen Goods their own: too : 


ewhich 1s ſo Tgnoble a thing, that T' cannot 


«but. believe that he that makes a common 
cpraCtice of ſtealing other.Men's Wit; would, 
c1f he could with the fame Safety, ſteal any 
«thing elſe, Mr: Ravenſcroft, in the Epiſtle 


( q) Syneſtus lus Opinion, (r) Þrct, Sulien Loveiie 
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©to Tifus, ſays, That the Play was not origi- 
«nally Shakeſpear's, but brought by a private 
© Author to be aQted, and he only gave ſome 
<Maſter-touches to one or two of the principal 
(Parts or CharaQers : afterwards he boaſts his 
cown pains; and ſays, That it the Reader 
(compare the Old Play with his Copy, he will 
find that none in all that Authors Works 
lever recely'd greater Alterations, or Addi- 
tions ; the Language not only refined, but 
©many Scenes entirely new : Beſides moſt of 
of the principal CharaQters heightened, and 
*the Plot much encreaſed. I ſhall not engage 
in this Controverſy ; but leave 1t to his Rivals 
in the Wrack of that Great Man, Mr. Dryden, 
Shadwell, Crown, Tate, and Durfey. But to 
make Mr. Ravenſcroft ſome Reparation, I wall 
here furniſh him with part of his Prologue, 
which he has loſt; and 1t he delire it, ſend 
ham the whole. 


To day the Poet does not fear your Rage, 
Shakeſpear by h1m reviv d now treads the Stage: 
Unaer his ſacred Zawrels he fits down | 
Safe, from the blaſt of any Craticks Frown. 
Like other Poets, he'll not proudly ſcorn 

To own,that he but winuow'dShakeſpear'sCorn; 
So far he was from robbing him of 's Treaſure, 


That he did add his own, to make full Meaſure.” 


Timon of Athens hs Zife. This Play was 
thought fit to be preſented on the Stage, with 
ſome Alterations by Mr. Shadwell, in the Year 
1678. TI ſhall ſay more of 1t in the Account 
of his Works. The Foundation of the Story 
og: may. 
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may be read in Plutarch's Lite of 2M. Anthony, 
ſee beſides Lucian's Dialogues, (5c. 

Troitus and Creſhaa, a Tragedy. Of this 
Play I have already given an Account : fee the 
Name, in the Remarks on Mr. Dryaen,who al. 
tered this Play, 1n the Year 167d. 

Twelfth-Nizht, or What you will ; a Comedy, 
| T know not whence this Play was taken ; but 
the Reſemblance of Seba/tian to his Siſter Y7o/a, 
and her change of Habit, occaſioning ſo many 
miſtakes, was doubtleſs firſt borrowed ( not 
only by Shakeſpear , but all our ſucceedtng 
Poets) from Pl/autus, who has made uſe of 1 


in ſeveral Plays, as Amphitruo, Mienechmi, yr. 


T wo Gentlemen of Verona, a Comedy. 

Winter's Tale, a Tragi-comedy. The Plot 
of this Play may be read 1n a little Stitcht-pam- 
phlet, which 1s call'd, as I remember, The 
Deleftable Hiſtory of Doraſkus and Fawnia; 
printed 49. Lond. -------- 

Yorkſhire Tragedy, no? ſo new, as lamentable 
and true. This may rather: deſerve the Old 
Title of an Interlude, than a Tragedy ; it be- 
1ng not divided into As, and being far too 
ſhort for a Play. 

Theſe are all that are in Folio; there reſt 
yet three Plays to be taken notice of, which are 
printed 1n quarto, 922. 

Birth of Merlin, or 7 he Child has boft his Fa- 
ther ; a Tragi-comedy leveral times acted with 
great applauſe, and printed quarto Lond. 1662. 
'This Play was writ by our Author and Mr. F. 
Rowhy ; of which we have already ſpoken. For 
the Plot, conſult the Authors of thoſe ors 
{\uc 
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ſuch as Zthelwerd, Bede, G. Monmouth, Fabian, 
Pol. Piregtl, exc. Stow, Speed, oc. Ubaldino, Le 
Vite delle. Donne 1lluftri, þ. 18. arr 

John X7mg of England hs froubleſome Rejgn; 
the Firſt and Second Part, with the Diſcovery 
of King Richard Ceur de yyou's Bale Son, ( yul- 
garly named the Baſtard Fawconbridge). Alto 
the Death of King 7ohn at Swinſtead Abbey. 
As they were {ſundry times acted by the, Queens 
Majeſties Players, printed quarto Zong. 1611. 
Theſe Piays are not divided into Acts, neither 
are the ſame with that 1n Folio. I am apt to 
conjecture that theſe were firſt writ by our 
Author, and afterwards revited and reduced 
into one Play by him : that in the Folio, being 
far the better. For the Plot, I refer you to the 
Authors aforementioned, 1n that Play which 
bears the ſame Title. FR 

Beſides theſe ,Plays, I know Mr. Airkman 
| aſeribes another Paſtoral to him ; vis. The Atr- 
raignment of Paris : but having never ſeen it, 
I dare not determine whether 1t belongs to 
him or no. Certain I am, that our Author has 
writ two {mall Poems, vis. Yenus and Adonis, 
printed 89. Lond. 1602. and The Rape' of Lu- 
crece, printed 80. Loud.1655. publith'd by Mr. 
9arles, with a little Poem annext of his own 
produQion, which bear the Title of Tarquin 
baniſhed,or The Rewardof Luſt. Sr. John Sucklin 
had ſo great a Value for our Author, that (as 
Mr. Dryden obſerves in his Dramatich Efjay) 
he preferred him to Fohnſon and what value 
he had for this ſmall Piece of Zacrece, may ap- 
pear from his Supplement which he writ, and 
Gg 2 which 
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which he has publiſht in his Poems : which 
becauſe 1t will give you a taſte of both their 
Muſes, I ſhall tranſcribe. 


I 


One of her Hanas, one of her Cheeks lay under, 
Cozenime the Pillow of a lawfull Kiſs, 
4 hich ther efore Þ well d, On ſe eem to part af: UN. 
As angry to be robb'd of ſuch a Bliſs: | ar, 
7 he One lookt pale,and for Revenge did long, 
Hhilt t& other bluſht, "cauſe it had done the 


Wrong. 
II 


Out of the Bea, the other fair Hand was 
On agreen Sattin Quilt, whoſe perfef? white, 
Looks like a Daze it a field of Graff, 
(*) And ſhew'd uke unmelt ſuow unto the ſight : 
T here lay t his pretty peraue ; ſafe to keep 
The reſt oth Boay that lay faſt aſleep. 


II. 


Her Eyes(and therefore it was Nieht)cloſe laid, 
Strove to mpriſon Beauty till the Morn : 
Hut yet the Doors, were of ſuch fine ſluff made, 
T hat it broke through & ſhew'd it ſelf m ſcorn; 
Throwing a kind of light about the place, 
Which turu'd to ſmiles, flill as't- came nea! 
her Face. 


I have now no more to do, but to cloſe up 
all, with an Account of his Death ; which was 
on the 23% of April, Auno Dom. 1616. He 


{ {) Thus far Mr. Shakeſvear. 


Iyeth 
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lyeth Buried in the Great Church in Sratford 
upon vor, with his Wife and Daughter Sz- 
ſauna, the Wife of Mr. John Hall, In the 
North Wall of the Chance], 1s'a Monumenc 
fixed which repreſents his true Eftigies, lean- 
ing upon a Cuſhion, with the following In- 
ſcription. 


Tngento Pylum,genio Socratem,arte Maronem, 
Terra.tegit, Popules mares, Olympus habet. 
Stay, Paſſenger, why doſt thou go jo faſt? 
Read, Z thou canſ?, whom envious Death has 

plac't 

Within this Monument Shakeſpear,with whom 
has "a died, whoſe Name doth deck the 

omb : 
Far more than coſt, ſmce all that he hath writ © 
Leaves lruing Art, but Page, to ſerve his Wit. 

Obit An. Dom. 1616. 
At. 53. die 23. Apr. 


Near the Wall where this Monument is 
Erected, lyeth & plain Free-fſtone, underneath 
which, his Body 1s Buried, with this Epataph. 


Good Friend, for Jeſus ſake, forbear - 
To dig the Duſt encloſed here. | 
Bleft be the Man that ſpares theſe Stones, 
And curs'd be he that moves my Bones. 


Lewis SHARPE. 
An Author of a Play, in the Reign of King 


Charles the Martyr, ſtiled a 
Gg 3 Noble 
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Noble Stranger, acted at the private Houſe in | . 
Salisbury Court, by her Majelties Servants ; 
printed 49. Lond. 1640. and dedicated to Sir 
Edmund Wilhams. "Tiscommended by a Copy 
of Verſes, writ by Rich. Woolfall ; of which 
theſe are part : | 
———— Yet do not fear the danger 
Of Gritich Readers, /ince thy Noble Stranger, 
With pleaſing ſtrames has ſinooth'd rugg ed Fate 
Of oft-cramm'd T heatres,and prov'd Fortunale. 
Smile af their frowns, for 1 dare boldly ſay, 
= Whoe'e diſlikes it, cannot mend thy Play. 

Lf this Play be look'd upon with mild Eyes, it 
will weigh againſt fome Plays writ 1n our 
Time. There 1s lomewhat 1n the CharaCters of 
Ppillus and Mercntio, which might She is this 
Age : and I believe old Zacy had read this Play, 
before he writ the Character of ſeveral Poets 
of his T oetical Sgurre Buffon, Tn the fourth 
AQ, he has given the CharaQters of ſevera] | 
Poets ; particularly of, Ben, Johnſon, under the 


Title, of a Confident Poetical Wit ; as may be 
gueſſed from the Epr/ogue, to Cynthia's Revels; 
This from our Author, 1 was bid to ſay, 
By Jove "ts good; and if you'l lik't you may. 
But I leave this to. the Judgment of the Cu- 

r1ous Reader ; and haſten to the next Poet. 


Edward SHARPHAM. 
A Gentleman of the Midale-Temple, who 


1v'd 1n the Reign of King James the Firſt. 
He writ a Play, called wade SPEf 


Flere, 
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Hlerre, a Comedy often play'd in the Black- 
tryars, by the Children of the Revels; and 
printed 49. Lond. 1615. I take the CharaQter 
of Antifront the Duke of Florence, to be a pat- 
tern taken from Hercales Duke of Ferrara : 
and Mar/ton's Fawne,to be the Father of Sharp- 
ham's Fleire; but this I leave to the Judgment 
of others, to decide as they pleaſe. 


S. SHEPHEARD. 


One who lived 1n the time of the late Un- 
happy Civil Wars ; and whole Loyalty ſeems 
to have been far better than his Poetry. He 
writ in the time of the Prohibition of the 
Stage, two Pamphlets, whach he {tiles Come- 
dies; but indeed are no longer than one ſingle 
Act of a Play, that I have ſeen. His Comedies 
are ſled 

Committee-man curried; a Comedy, 1n two ' 
parts, repreſented to the View of all Men. A 
piece kioviring the Corruption of Commat- 
tee-men, and Zxciſe-men; the unjultSufferings 
of the Royal-party ; the devilihh Hypocriſy of 
ſome Rowndheads ; the Reyolt for Gain of ſome 
Mimfters. Not without pleafant Mirth and 
Variety; and printed 49. Lond. 1647. This 
Title-page led me to great ExpeQtations; but. 
I ſoon found Horace's Obſervation true, 


Par turient Montes, naſcetur riaiculus Mus. 


The Author indeed has ſhew'd his Reading, J 
if not his Fancy: for there is ſcarce a piece d 
of Sir John Sucking that he has not plundered. | 

- G8 4 His 
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His Aelanura, Goblms, Brenoralt, all have pay d 
tribute to our £xci/e-Pr2t : neither his Verſes, 
nor Proſe have eſcaped him. This with what 
he has borrow'd from Sir Robert Stapleton's 
Tranſlation of Javenal Sat. r. and 3. make up 
the greateſt part of the two Comedies. But 
however I-am 1o far oblig'd by my Charity, 
and Reſpect, and good Intention, of alerting 
Loyalty, to ſet down his own Apology, 1n the 
Prologue to the Second part. 


The Author prays you, for to think the Store 

Of Wit rs waſted by thoſe went before : 

And that the Fatneſs of the Soil being ſpent, 

Men's Brains grown barren, yott d not raiſe the 
Kent, 


Edward SHERBURN, £Efq,; 
A Gentleman (as I ſuppoſe) ſtill Irving, and 


Famous for his Verſions, particularly of Manz- 
Hus his Sphere, or Five Books of A/tronomp, 
in Fol. Loud.1675. Beſides that famous Work, 
he has tranſlated two of Seneca's 'Tragedies ; 
VIS, 
' eMeden, a Tragedy, with Annotations ; 
Printed octavo Lond. 16483. to which is added 
Senccas Aniwer to Lucilins his Query, HYhy 
Good Men ſuffer misfortunes, On this Play, ſee 
Mr, Stanley's Vindication of the Author, in his 
Poems otavo, P. 7F. 
LTreades. or The Royal Captives ; a Tragedy, 
with Annotations ; printed 49. Lond.1679. 
_ Theſe Tragedics I look upon as the belt 
Ver- 
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Verſions we have extant, of any of Seneca's; 
and ſhew the Tranilaror a Gentleman of Learn- 
ing, and Judgment. What he writ beſides, I 
know not: tho' there was the 16th) [diam of 
Theocritus, printed in Tate's Miſcelanzes, and 
aſcribed to Sir Edw. Sherburn : whether the 
ſame Perſon, I know not. | 


Thomas SHIPMAN,. Eq - 


A Gentleman not many Years ſince deceas d, 
who ( as a Friend of his ſays (*),) was a Man 
every way accompliſh'd : To the advantage of 
his Birth, his Education had added whatſo- 
ever was neceffary to it him ior Converſation, 
and render him { as he was ) deſirable by the 
beſt Wits of the Age. He was the Author of 
a Play, called 

Henry the Third of France, /tabb'd by a Fryar; 
4077h the Fall of the Guiſes ; a Tragedy 1n He- 
roick Verſe, acted at the Theatre-Royal, print- 
ed 49. Lond. 1678. and dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Henry, Lord Marqueſs of Dor- 
cheſter. For the Plot, ſee Davila, M.Girard D. 
of Eſpernon's Life, &c. 

Beſides this Play, he has a Book call'd Caro- 
lina, or Loyal Poems, printed otavo Lond. 1683. 
which ſufficiently evince the Ingenuity and 
Parts of the Author. 


Henry SHIRLEY. 


A Gentleman who flouriſht in the time of 
King Charles the Martyr : of whom I can give 


(tr) Mr, Flatman's Epiſtle to his Poems. © 


no 
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no further Account, than that he was the Au- 
thor of One Play, call'd 

eMartyred Souldter, a Tragedy ſundry times 
acted with great Applauſe, at the private 
Houle in Drary-lane,and at other publick The- 
atres, by Her Majcſties Servants ; printed 49. 
Land. 1638. and dedicated to the Famous Sir 
Kenelm Digby : by the Publiſher 7. &. who 
g1ve 1t to the Preſs, after the Author's De- 
ceaſe; and in his Epiſtle to the Reader, ſpeaks 
thus oi both. *For the Man, his Maſe was 
© much courted, but no common Miſtreſs; and 
©tho' but ſeldom abroad, yet ever much adm- 
*redat. This Work not the meanelt of his 
*Labours, has much adorned not only One, 
© but many Stages,with ſuch general Applauſe; 
©as It has drawn even the Rigid Szorcks of the 
*Tinte ; who tho' not for pleaſure, yet for pro- 
*fit, have gathered ſomething out of his plen- 
*titul Vineyard. This Play 1s founded on Hi- 
tory, during the time of the Eighth Perfecu- 
tion; lee Y/7&or Epiſc. Uticenſis de YVanuaalica 
Perſecutione, Tſodorus Hiſpalenſis, Baronius,g9c. 


James SniRr xy. 


A Gentleman, of the ſame Name and Age 
with the former; and was ( if not Poet Lan- 
reat,yet) Servant to her Majeſty. One of ſuch 


Incomparable parts, that he was the Chief of 


_ the Second-rate Poets: and by ſome has been 
thought even equal to Fletcher himſelf. He 
had a great Veneration for his Predeceſſors, 
a3 may be ſeen by his Prologue to the Sfers ; 
and particularly for Mr. Zobnſon, whom in an 
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Epiſtle to the Far] of Razland, he Itiles, Oar 
acknowlede'd Maſter,the Learned Johnſon: and 
in all his Writings ſhews a Modelty unuſual, 
ſeldom found in our Age; and in this, I can- 
not refrain from comparing his. Carriage, to 
the Civil and Obliging Gentleman of Rome z 
I mean Ovid, who ipeaking of Yzrgil, in the 
firſt of his two Epigrams ( if at leaſt they are 
his which FZern/ras queſtions) ſays thus : 


Ouantum Vireilius magno conceſſit Homero : 
1 antum ego Virgitio Naſo Poeta meo. 

Nec me pralatum cupio tibi ferre poetam - 
Tngent /a te ſubſequor, hoc ſatis ft. 


T need not take pains to ſhew his Intimaey,not 
only with the Poets of his Time; but even the 
Value and Admiration that Perſons of the firſt. 
Rank had for him; ſince the Verſes before ſe- 
veral of his Works, and his Epiſtles Dedica- 
tory ſufficiently ſhew it. He has writ ſeveral 
Dramatick Pieces, to the Number of 37. which 
are IN print : beſides others which are in Ma- 
nuſcript. Of theſe I have ſeen four fince.my 
Remembrance, two of which wete acted atthe 
King's Houſe ; and the other two preſented 
at the Duke's Theatre, 1n Lattle {zncolns-Tnm 
Fields : v2. Conrt Secret, Chances, Grateful Ser- 
vanr, School of Compliments : with what ſuc- 
ceſs, I leave 1t to the Players now 1n being. 
Permit me to bring you the 7 e/timonium of an 
Old Writer on the 7ime-Poets, in behalf of 
our Author, who delivers this Diftich in his 
praiſe (u), | | 
(u} Chorce Diotlerys pe 6. 


Shirley 
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Shirley (zhe Morning Child) the Muſes bred, 


And ſent him born with Bays upon his Flead. 


But T ſhall ceaſe any further Enlargement on 
his Commendation, and leave you to the per- 
ufal of his Works, which will ſhew him in his 
Native Excellence, far better than I am able 
to deſcribe him, or them: however, take the 
following Account, for want of a better ; and 
firſt of thoſe in Quarto, which are Twenty 
Nine. 

Arcadia, a Paſtoral ated by Her Majeſties 
Servants, at the Phenix 1n Drary-lane, printed 
49. Lond. 1640. This Play 1s founded on the 
Incamparable Romance written by Sir Philip 
S:aney, and call'd T he Arcadia. 

Ball, a Comedy preſented by Her Majelties 
Servants, in the private Houſe in Drary-lane, 
printed 49. Lond. i539. In this Play our Au- 
thor was aſliſted by Geo. Chapman, as likewile 
another ( which in 1ts Order ) I forgot 1n his 
Account to take notice of. 

Bird mm a Cage, a Comedy preſented at the 
Phenix, 1n Drury-lane, and printed 46. Lond. 
16---. "This Play 1s an Excellent Old Comedy, 
and 1s dedicated. by .an Ironical Epiſtle, to the 
Famous Mr. H7/tiam Prinne, that Great Anta- 
peniſt to Plays. . Amongſt other Sentences, 
give me leave to tranſcribe One, which may 
g1ve the Reader a taſte of the whole. *Pro- 
*ceed (/nmitable Mecanas,) and having ſuch 
*convenient Leiſure, and an indefatigable Pe- 
*2aſus, | mean your Proſe (which ſcorneth the 
* Road of Common Sence, and deſpiſeth an 
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* S/ile in his Way) travel ſhll in the purſuit of 
*New Diſcoveries; which you may publiſh, if 
you pleaſe, in your next Book of Dygreſſions. 
<If you do not happen preſently to convert the 
© Organs; you may 1n time confute the Sceple ; 
and bring every Pariſh to'one Fell. 

Changes, or Love in a Maze ; a Comedy pre- 
ſented at the private Houte 1n Sa/z5bury Court, 
by the Company of His Majeſty's Revels; 
printed 45. Lond. 1632. This Play 1s dedica- 
ted to the Honourable the Lady Dorothy Shir- 
ley, by a Copy of Verſes. The paſlage in the 
frit Act, where Go/a/worzth examining his 
Daughters Chry/o/zua and Aurelia, find them 
both in Love with Gerard, 1s better manag'd 
1n the «Marden Qucen : tho' this Play has been 
recetyed with Succeſs (as I ſaid) in our Time; 
and as I remember, the deceas'd Mr. Lacy acted 
Fonny T hump, Sir Gervaſe Simple's Man, with 
general Applaule. 

Chabot (Philip) Admiral of France his Trage- 
ay ; prelented by Her Majeſties Servants, at 
the private Houle in Drary-lane; printed 49. 
Lond.1639. This ts the Second Play in which 
Mr.Chapman joyn'd with our Author. For the 
Plot, fee the French Chronologers, and Hiſto- 
T1ans in the Rei1gn of Francs the Firſt; ſuch 
as Paulus Fouins, Arnoldus his Continuation of 
Paulns SAEmilins, Mart. Longens, De ſerres, 
Mezeray, (Fc. 

Conſtaut Maid, or Love will find out the way; 
a Comedy acted at the New Play-houſe, called 
1 he Nurſery, 1 Hatton.Garden ; printed 4-. 
Lond.i567, Hardwell Courting Mrs. BeHlamy 
the 
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the Widow, by the Advice of his Friend Play. 
fair, 1s the Subject of ſeveral Plays Old and 
New ; as I might inſtance, were 1t material : 
tho' T mention 1t here, becauſe 1t occaſtons 
molt of the buſineſs 1n the Play. 

Contention for Honour and Riches; printed 
40. Lond. 1633. I know not what to call this, 
whether Interlude, or Entertainment ; but'] 
think T may call it 4 Uſeful Moral ; and which 
being enlarged under the Title of ZZonoria and 
Mammon, 1 ſhall ſpeak more of anon. Tis de- 
dicated to Zaward Golding, of Goffion 1n Not- 
Zinghamſhire, Eq; 


Coronation, a Comedy, which tho' printed in 


the Folio Edition of Flertcher's Works, was 
writ by Sh:rley; as the Reader may lee by the 
Catalogue of his Six Plays, octavo Lond. 1653. 
Cupid and Death, a private Entertainment, 
repreſented with Scenes and Mulick, Vocal 
and Inſtrumental; printed 4,9. Lond 1659. 1 


cannot call to Mind at preſent, whence the 


Poet took originally his Hiſtory, which 1s the 
Changing of Arrows between them, which 
produce diſmal EifeEts : but the Z2/;/h Reader 
may read the ſame Story in Ogi/by's AHſop's 
Fables, Vol. 1. Fab. 39. 
Dukes Miſireſs, a Tragi-comedy preſented 
by Her Majeſty's Servants, at the Private- 
houſe in Drary-lane ; and printed 4. Lond, 
I638. 
Example, a Tragi-comedy, preſented by Her 
Majelty's Servants, at the Private-houſe in 
Drary-lane ; and printed 49. Lond. 1637. 
Gamefier, a Comedy preſented by Her Ma- 
jeity's 
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jeſty's Servants,at the Private-houſe 11i Drary. 
lane ; and printed 49.Lond.1637. The Intrigue 
between HYilding and his Kinſwoman , his 
Wife and Hazard, 1s borrow'd from Ducents 
Novelle del Signor Celio Maleſpint ſecunda parte, 
Nov. 96. The ſame Story in Q. Margaret's 
Novels Day firſt, Nov. 8. tho' manag'd to 
reater Advantage by our Poet; and I muſt do 
Mr. Shirley this Juſtice, to ſay 1n his behalf, 
That whatever he borrowes irom Novels, 
Loſes nothing in his Hands, any more than in 
in Mr.Dryden(*); tho' our modeit Author would 
never have ſaid ſo much, were he living. 
Gentleman of Venice, a Tragi-comgdy, pre- 
ſented at the Private-houle, in Sa/zsbary Court, 
by Her Majeſty's Servants; and printed quarto 
Lond. 1655. "This Play 1s dedicated to the Ho- 
nourable Sir 7 homas Njghtinghale,Baronet; and 
the Intrigue between F/ore/lz, Cornart,and Clau- 
diana, is borrowed (as 1 ſuppoſe)gfrom a Novel 
out of Gayton's Feſtivous Notes on Don 2uixote: 
ſee Book 4. Chap. 6, 7, 8. 
Grateful Servant, a Comedy preſented with 
ood Applauſe, in the Private, houſe in Drury. 
ane, by Her Majelity's Servants. This Play 1s 
dedicated to the Right Honourable Franczs, 
Earl of Rutland; and printed 49. Lond....-.... 
Lodowik's Contrivance to have Pero, tempt 
his Wife A4rze//a, that he might be Divorc'd, 
1s the ſame with Cortarm!'s Humour and Con- 
trivance Gotzo, 1n the F/umorons Cour tier. 
Hide Park, a Comedy preſented by Her Ma- 
jelty's Servants, at the Private-houſe in Drary- 
(8) Pref. Mock Aﬀtrologer. | ” 


lane; 
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lane; and printed 49. Lond. 1637. This Play 
1s dedicated to the Right Honourable Zenry, 
Earl of Holland, 'This was the firſt Earl of 
that Name, created in 23. Fac. pr. 3. and was 
Beheaded with Duke FHamz/ton, and the Lord 
Capel, March the ninth, dying a Martyr to re- 
trive his former forterted Loyalty to his Prince. 
To this Earl, I preſume, Fae Park once might I 
belong, ſince the Title was occaſton'd by his | 
Command to the Author.; 


Flumorous Courtier, a Comedy preſented 
with good Applauſe, at the Private-houle in 
Drury-lane ; and printed 40. Lond. 164.0. 

Lad of Pleaſure, a Comedy ated by Her 
Majelty's Servants, at the Private-houſe in 
Drary-lane ; and printed 49. Lond.1637. This 
Play 1s dedicated to the Right Honourable R7- 
chard, Lord Lovelace of Hurley. The Plot of 
Alex. Kickſhaw his Enjoying of Aretina, and 
thinking her the Devil, reſembles Lodowezck, 
in Grateful Servant. 


Love Tricks, or The School of Compliments ; 
ated by His Royal Highneſs the Duke of 7ork's 
Servants, at the Theatre in Little Jncolus-Tnn 
Fields; and printed 4*. Zond. 1667. 

Lowe's Cruelty, a Tragedy preſented by Her 
Majelty's Servants, at the Private-houſe in 
Drury-lane ; printed 49. Lond. 1640. and dedi- 
cated to Cornet George Porter, and Mr. Charles 
Porter. The Concealment of Fyppolito, and 
Chariana's Adultery from her Servant by her 
Husband ZBeHamente's Contrivance,is borrow'd 
from Queen Margaret's Noyels, Day 4.. Nov. 6. 

1he 
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The like Story is related n \Gynthio's Heceas- 
tomithi,, Dec. terza, Novella ſeſta. q 
 eMud's Revenge, a Tragedy ated withgood 
Applauſe, at the'Private-houſe 10. Drury-lane, 
by Her en's ah Servants ; Printed 49. Lond. 
1629. and dedtoated to Henry Osborn, Efquire. 
The Play:3s\founded on a Hiltory, 1n Mr. Rey- 
_nolds his : God's . Revenge againſt Murther ; ſee 
Book 2. Hitt. 75. F 
Opportunity, a Comedy preſented by her Ma- 
jelty's Servants, at the Private-houſe in. Drary- 
lane ; . printed Lond. --------- and dedicated to 
Captain Richard Owen, The Reſemblance of 
Aureho to Borgia, 1s founded on the ſame, with 
Meaſure for meaſure, and other £1gliſhPlays; 


all which, as T-have oblerv'd, took their Ori- - 


inal from: Plautus. 
Politician, a Foes & y preſented at Sa/;sbury 
Court, by:Her Majeſty's Servants ; and printed 
49. Lond. 1655. This: Play 1s dedicatcd to 
Walter Moyle, Eſquire. A Story reſembling 
this, I have read 1n the firſt Book of the Coun- 
tels of «Montgomery's 'Urania, concerning the 
King of Romania, the Prince. zmtiffius, and his 
Motheran-Law. _=©:.\ 
Royal-Maſter; a 'Tragi-comedy acted in the 
New Theatre 1n Dabhin ; and: before the Right 


Honourable'the Lord Depury of 7relana, in the 


Caſtle; and printed 49. Lond.1638. [This Play 

1s dedicated to the Right Honourable.\George, 

Farlof K7/dare ; and 1s accompanied. with "Ten 
Copies'of Verſes, in its Commendation. 

Traytor, a Tragedy acted by Her 'Majelty's 

Servants ; printed 42. {I 1625. and dedicated 
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to the Right Honourable Yam, Earl of 
Newcaſtle ; afterwards Marqueſs, and Duke. 
'This Play 1s recommended by a Copy of Verſes, 
writ by Mr. lam Atrzns, a Gentleman of 
the Worthy Society of Grays-7nn. 

. Triumph of Peace, a Maſque preſented by 
the Four Honourable Houſes, or /nrs of Conrz, 
before'the King and Queen's Majelties, in the 
Banquetting-houſe at Whitehal, Feb. the third 
1632. The Scene and Ornament was the Con- 
trivance of Mr. {nzzo Jones ; the Mulick: was 
Compoſed by Mr. //7//;am Laws, and Mr. $7901 
Foes. The Maſque is dedicated to the Four 
Equal Honourable Societies of the uns of 
Court ; Mr. Shirley being at that time of Grays- 
{un. The Maſquers went 1n a Solemn Caval. 
cade, from Ely Houſe to Hhitehall; and the Au- 
thor himſeli ſays, That this Maſque, for the 
Variety of the Shews, and the Richneſs of the 
Habats, . was the' moſt Magnificent that hath 
been brought to Court in his Time. *Tis 
pranted 49. Lond. 1633. TI have a lutle Piece 
by me, call'd 7 he Jnns of Court Anagrammatiſt, 
or The Maſquers maſqued in. Anagrammes ; 
written by Mr. Francis Lenton, One of Hes 
Majelty's' Poets; and. printed 49. Lond. 1634. 
This Piece not only names the Maſquers, and 
of what Houle they were ; but commends each 
in an Epigram. 

Saint Patrick for Ireland, the Firſt part ; 
printed 49 Lond. 1640. Tho' our Title-page 
calls 1t the Firit part, know not whether there 
was ever a Second part printed ; tho' the Pro- 
logue ſeems to promiſe one, in the following + 
Lines : Saint 
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Sai Patrick, whoſe large Story cannot be 
Bound the Iimits of One#Play, if Te 

Firſt welcome this, you't grace our Poets Art, 
And give him courage for a Second Parr. 


For the Story, ſee Bede's Lite of St. Patrick; 
Sizebert, Baronins, Balzns, Seven Champions of 
Chriſtendom : His Lite 1n Engliſh in Twelves, 

Wedding, a Tragi-comedy afted by Her Ma- 
jelty's Servants, at the Phenx 1n Drary-lane ; 

rinted 49 Lond. 1690. and dedicated to Hl. 
769 Gowre, Eſquire. This 1s an Excellent 
Comedy, conſidering the Time 1n which 'twas 
Wok. nods 

Witty Fair One, a Comedy preſented at the 
Private-houſe in Drary-/ane; and printed 49. 
Lond.1633. This Play 1s dedicated to Sir #4- 
mund Buſhel. | 

Young Admiral, a Tragi-comedy preſented 
by Her Majeſty's Servants, at the Private-houſe 
in Drury-lane ; printed 49. Lond.163 7. and de- 
dicated to the Right Honourable George, Lord 
Barkley, of Barkley-Caſtle. TN 

Thele are all the Plays that our Author has 
in print 112 Quarto; we are.now to give an Ac- 
count of Nine Dramatick pieces printed in 
Ofavo. We ſhall begin with Six Plays, which. 
are printed together; vis.  _ 

Brothers, a Comedy acted at the Private- 
houſe 1n Ylack-fryars ; printed 89. Lond. 165 2. 
and dedicated to his Noble Friend 7 homas 
Stanley, Eq; ; 

Caramal, a Tragedy acted at the Private- 

Hn1z _ *houle 
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houſe in Þlack-fryars ; printed 39. Lond. 1652. 
and dedicated to ms Friend G. B. Eſq; 

Court Secret, a Tragi-comedy, prepared for 
the Scene at Black-fryars, but not acted till 
after it. appeared 1n print ; 1t being printed 
Bo, Lond. 1653. and dedicated to H7/ham, Earl 
of Srrafford, Son and Heir to that Great Soul 
of Honour, Thomas Lord Lieutenant of Zre- 
land, and the Prozo-martyr for Religion and 
Loyalty, 1n the Year 1641. 

Doubtful Heir, a Tragi-comedy, acted at 
the Private-houſe 1n Z/ack-fryars ; printed 80. 
Lond. 1652. and dedicated to the Worthily Ho- 
noured Friend, Sir FZamund Bowyer. The 
Queen's Courting Roſanza, under the Diſguiſe 
ot a Page, and the King's Surprizing them, has 


Reſemblance to a Story in the Enghſh Adven- 


Zares, 89.part 3. between King Henry, zabella, 
and Fforatio. NE 

Impoſture, a Tragi-comedy aQted at the Pri- 
vate-houſe in Þ/ack-fryars,and printed 89. Lond. 
1652. 'Tis dedicated to Sir Robert Bolles, Ba- 
roner. 

Si/ters, a Comedy acted at the Private-houſe 
in B/ack-fryars, and printed 80, Lond. 1652. 
"Tis dedicated to Y7illiam Paulet, Eſq; 

Having given an Account of theſe Six Plays, 
I am now to ſpeak of Two others, which are 
printed together in 89. Lond.16----- vis, 

Honoria and Mammon, a Comedy, which is 
built upon that Entertainment before men- 
tioned, called Contention for Honour and Riches. 
T ſhall reter my Reader to the Author's Epiſtle, 
tor further Satisfaction of the Reaſon of his 
VU»4ertakings. Con- 
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Contention of Ajax and Ulyſſes, for the Ar- 
2nour of Achilles. This Interlude was nobly 
repreſented (fays the Author) by Young Gen- 
tlemen of Quality, at a private Entertainment 
of ſome Perlons of Honour. The Deſign 1s 
taken from Ovid's Metamurpheſes, Book the 13. 
See the beginning. 


There reſts only his Poems to be ſpoken of, 
printed oftavo Lond. 1646. to which 1s added 
a Maſque, call'd EE 

Triumph y ' Beauty, perlonatee by ſome 
Young Gentlemen, for whom it was intended, 
at a private Recreation. 'The Subje& of this 
Maſque, 1s that known Story of the Judgment 
of Paris, upon the Golden-Ball ; which you 
may read in Lacians Dialognes : But 'our Au- 
thor has imitated Shakeſpear, in the Comical 
part of his «Mid(ummer Nights Dream ; and 
Shirley's Shepheard Bozz{e, 1s but a Copy..ot 
Shakeſpear's Paxton, ie man, 

I ſhall conclude this Account, with Four 
Lines writ 1n our Author's Commendation, 
by One Mr. Za//; who in the Title of his Pa- 
negyrick {tiles him, The Surviving Honour and 
Ornament of the Zng/zfh Scene: and in the 
End, concludes thus : 


Tet this I dare aſſert, when Men have nam'd 
Johnſon (he Nations Laureat,) the fam'd 
Beaumont, aud Fletcher, he, that cannot ſee 


Shirley, the fourth, muſt forfeit his beſt Eye. 


Sr Charles SIDLEr. 


A Gentleman whoſe Name ſpeaks a greater 
Hh 2 5. Tane- 
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Panegyrick, than I am able to expreſs; and 
whole Wit 1s {o well known to this Age,thart T 
ſhould but tarniſh its Luſtre, by my Endeavour- 
ing to deliver it over to the next: His Wat 1s 
too Noble a Subjett to need any Herald to pro- 
claim its Titles and Pedigree; or if 1t did, my 
Voice and Skill are too weak, to ſound out his 
Praiſes in their due meaſures. I ſhall therefore 
only content my elf, as the Vallys, that have 
no Voice of their own, to eccho out his Me- 
rits at the Second-hand ; and give you part ol 
his Character, from a Perſon whoſe Honour 
and Pride it 1s, to have a conſiderable ſhare 1n 
his 'Friendſhip: I mean Mr. Shadwell, who 
in his Epiſtle Dedicatory to 7he True Wi- 
dow, ſays, That he has heard him ſpeak 
* more Wit at a Supper, than all his Adver- 
eſaries, with. their Heads joyn'd together, 
©could Write in a Year. That his Writings 
* are not unequal to any Man's of this Age, (not 
*to ſpeak of Abundance of Excellent Coples of 
*Verſes). That he has in the Mulberry Carden, 
ſhown the true Wat, Humour, and Satyr of a 
* Comedy ; and in Authony and Cleopatra, the 
* true Spirit of a Tragedy. Bur leaſt this might 
be thought Partiality or Flattery in our Lau- 
reat,give me leave to tranſcribe another part of 
his Charadter, from an Unqueſtionable Judge of 
Poetry, the great Ornament of the Muſes, the 
Lord Pocheſter, in his Imitation of Horace's 
Tenth Satyr of the Firlt Book. 
Sidley, bas that prevailing gentle Art, 
{ hat can with areſiſtleſs Charm impart, 
The looſeft Wiſhes, to the chaſteſt Heart, _ 
Raiſe 
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Raiſe ſuch a Conflift, kindle ſuch a Fire, 
Betwixt dechneing Yirtue, and Deſire ; 
Tiftl the poor vanquiſht Maid diſſolves away, 
In Dreams all Night,in ſighs,and tears all Day. 


The Plays this Great Wit has oblig'd the 
World with, are but three ; all which appear 
to be writ with Deſign ( at leaſt they may 
ſerve to be) Patterns for ſucceeding Poets Imi- 
tation; which I ſhall only mention 1n their Al- 
phabetical Order, vs. 

Anthony and Clopatra, a Tragedy actedat the 
Duke's Theatre ; and printed 49. Z9ud. 1677. 
For the Hiſtory, ſee P/azarch's Lite of Anthony, 
Appian, Dion Caſſins, Diodorus, Florus, (5c. 

Bellamira, or 1 he Miſtreſs ; a Comedy atted. 
by their Majeſties Servants, and printed Lond. 
1687. This Play 1s an Inutation(as the Author 
mmforms us) of Terence's Eunuchus. 

eMmlberry Garden, a Comedy a&ted by his 
Majeſty's Servants,at the 'Theatre-Royal; print- 
ed 49. Lond. 1668. and dedicated to Her Grace, 
the Dutcheſs of Richmond and Lenox : which 
Epiſtle 1s not the leaſt Ornament to the Play, 
and ſhews the Neatneſs of his Stile in Proſe. 
I dare not ſay, that the Character of Sir Zo/#2 
Everyoung, and.Sir Samnel Fore-caft, are Copies 
of Szanarelle and Arifte, in Molhtere's L'Eſcole 
des Maris; but T may lay, that there 1s ſome 
Reſemblance : tho' whoever underitands both 
Languages, will readily, and with Juſtice gtve 
our Znghſh Wit the preference : and Sir 
Charles 1s not to learn to Copy Nature from 
the French. 

Hh 4. Give 
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Give me Leave to.conclude; with what the 
Learned Mr. Evelyn has ſaid, with no leſs 
Truth than Ingenuity, ( in his Imitation of 
Ovid's Fifteenth Elegy) ot this Excellent Poet, 
and his Friend Sir George Etheridge : 


While Fathers are ſevere, and Servants cheat, 
Till Bawd's andWhores can live without deceit, 


Sidley andeaſy Erheridge ſhall be Great. X 
Fohn SMITH. F 
A Gentleman ( as I ſuppoſe ) now living at 1 


Snenton in Yorkſhire, the Author of a Comedy, 

call'd Cytherea,or The Enamouring Girdle ;print- 

ed 49. Loud. 1677. This Play. was refuſed to 

be acted by the Players of the Duke's Theatre, 
as you may ſee by the Epiſtle Dedicatory to : 
the Northern Gentry. T leave the Play to the 
Judgment of thoſe that have read 1t. 


Wiltam SMITH. | 


An Author that lived in the Reign of 
Ran James the Firlt, who publiſh'd a Play, 
cal 

Fettor of Germany, or The Paligrave Prime 
Elector ; an Honourable Hiſtory, publickly 
acted at the Red-bul, and at the Curtain, 
by a Company of Young Men of this City ; 
printed 49. Lond. 1615. and dedicated to the 
Right Worſhipful Sir Joby Swinnerton, Lord 
Mayor of London, in the Year 16:1. This 
Play 1s not divided into Adts : 1 am not certain 
where this Story 1s to be found : tho' poſlibl 

— 
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Albertus Argentinenſis, or Henry Monk of Reb. 
dorf, may- make ſome Mentionof this Palatin. 

Our Author writ another Play, called 7he 
Freeman's. Honour, to dignify the Worthy Com- 
pany of Taylors ; but whether ever 1t was print« 
ed or no, I know nor. FT ne 

This Author joyned with One #. /ebbe, 
in writing a Book, called The Deſcripton of 
the County Palatine of Cheſter, Lond. 1656. 
Flieronymo 18 aſcribed by Mr. Philzps and H#71- 
ſtanley, thro' their 01d Miſtake, to our Author; 
it being an Anonymous Play. 


Thomas SOUTHERN. 


An Author of whom TI can give no further 
Account,..than that he has two Plays in $:iat; 
V12, *. 

Diſappointment, or The Mother in Faſhu ; 
acted ar the Theatre-Royal, printed 40. Long. 
1684. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 
James, Far] of Offory, the preſent Duke of 
Ormond. This has ſomewhat of the Story of 
The Curious [mpertiment, 1n Non Quixot... | 

Loyal Brother, or T he Perſian Prince ; a Tra- 
gedy acted at the Theatre-Royal, by their Ma- 


jeltzes Servants ; printed 49. Loud.1682. and de-\ 


dicated to his Grace, the Duke of Richmond. 
The Play 1s founded on a Novel, called 7ach, 
mas Prince of Perſia, ottavo. - | 


Thomas STANLEY, E/q; 


A Gentleman who flouriſh'd in the Reign of 
King Charles the Firſt, at Cumberloe-Green, in 
Hert- 
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Hertfordſhire. One, who is ſufficiently known 


to all Learned Men, not only for his Skill in 
Fanguages,as appears by his ſeveral Verſions ; 
bur by his Great Learning, Exquiſite Fancy, 


and: Admirrable Judgment. For the One, 70 wt, 


his Fancy, he 1s here mention'd in Quality of 
a Poet; and the rather becauſe we owe to him 


the Verfion of an Excellent Piece of Antiquity, 


which he calls | | 
-  Chuds, a Comedy, which he tranſlated from 


Ariſtophanes his XgE@8A+1. Thais Play, as /&- 


Han oblerves,in his Yarns Hiſtory, was writ at 
the Inſtigation, of Anyras, on rokely to abuſe 
Socrates ; and 1s ſubjoyn'd by our Author to 
the Life of that Excellent Philoſopher, (not as 
2 CORES Divertiſement for the Reader, who 
can eXxpect little in that Kind, from a Subject 
fo ancient and particular; but) as a Neceflary 
Supplement to the Life of Socrates. This Play 
1s printed with My. Szar/ey's Hiltory of Philo- 
fophy, printed Fol. Lond. 1687. Second Edit. 
a Work which will always be valued by all 
Learned Men : In which the Reader will find 
alſo tranſlated a Dramma of Auſonins, inſcribed 
Ludus Septem Sapientum. 


His Tranſlation of SEfchylus his Tragedies 


into Latzn, with his Excellent Comment,print- 
ed Fol. Zond. 1664. deſerves the higheſt Com- 
mendation : and for his Poems 1n Z#xghſh ; not 
only thoſe which are properly his own, ſuſficr- 
ently {hew his Genius for Poetry : But even his 
various Tranſlations from the Greek of Ana- 
creon, Moſchus ; txom the Latin of Auſonius, Ca- 
tullus,10n,Secundus, Barclaius, to which I __ 
a 
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add Picus Mirandula his Diſcourſe of Platonick 
Love ; from the Spaniſh of Lope de Vega, Gon- 
zora, and Montaloan ; the talian of Guarm!, Ma- 
rino, Tafſo, Petrarch, Cafſone, Preti, Boſcan, Oc. 
the French of St. Amant, Triſtan, Ronſard, 1 heo-. 
phzle, and De Yorture ; ſhew how much he was 
yers'd in thoſe Languages. His Poems recely d 
ſeveral Editions ; that which I take to be the 
beſt was printed 89. Lond. 1651. FE 

Beſides theſe Poems, he has 1n print two |. 
little Romances, or Novels, tranſlated from the 
Spaniſh of Don Tuan Perez de Montaluan, call d 
Aurora, 1/menia, and The Prince ; which with 
the Poem of Oronta, tranſlated from the /7a/zan 
of Senor Girolamo Preti, are printed octavo 
Lond. 1655. 


Lr Robert STAPLETON. 


A Gentleman, who I preſume is ſhll living. 
He was well known at Court, by the Honour- 
able Station he was in, being One of the Gen- 
tlemen-Uſhers of his Majeſty King Charles the 
Second's molt Honourable Privy-Chamber : 
But his Writings have made him not only 
Known, but Admired throughout all Zngland ; 
_ and whilſt Mnſzns and Fuvenal are in Eſteem 
with the Learned, Sir Robert's Fame will {till 
ſurvive : the Tranſlation of thoſe two Famous 
Authors, having plac'd his Name in the Temple 
ot Imumortality, As to Muſens, he had fo 
front a Value tor him, that after he had tranſ- 
ated him, he bull the Story into a Dramatick 
Poem, call'd 


Hero 
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Hero and Leander their Trageay ; printed 44. 
Loud. 1669. and dedicated to the Dutcheſs of 
£Monmonth. Whether this Play were ever 
acted or no, I know not, or where; tho' the 


Prologue and Epilogue, ſeem to imply that it 


had appeared on the Stage. TIT: 
Slzghted Mazid, a Comedy, written Iikewile 


by our Author, and ated with great Applauſe, - 


at the Theatre in Little Zmncols-7nn Fields, 


by his Highneſs the Duke of 7or4's Servants ; 


prone 89. Lond. 1663. and dedicated to the 
ate Duke of Monmouth. The Epitaph made 
by Deco upon /berio and Pyramena, 1s borrow- 
de from rria aud Petus; ſee Martial Epier. 
LE. 1. Ep. L. 4. 

Stapleton's ZFavenal,the belt Edition with Cuts, 
is printed Fol. Lond. 1663. and his «eMuſeus, 
or Hero and Leander 1n Verle, 1s printed 80. 
£9n4d.164.7. to which is added Een; Letter 
to Zero, and her Anſwer tranſlated from Ov:d's 
Epiſtles. Beſides theſe, he Engliſhed S7rada 
ac Bello Belgico, printed Lond. 1650. Of theſe 
Pieces, 70. Leigh Elq; in his Verſes on Carth- 
wright, lays thus ; 


Brave Stapleton tranſlates Old Wit and New, 


Mufzus, Juvenal, and Strada 700. 


| I know nothing elſe that our Author has 


extant, but a Tranſlation from the French of 
Mr. De Marmet, 1.4 of Yakroiſant ; call'd En- 
rertamments of the Courſe, or Academical Con- 
verſations, printed 89. Lond. 1658. and Mr. Dc 
Gergerac's Hiſtory of the World in the Moon, 

John 


it twelves Lond, 
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John STEPHENS. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Zames the Firſt, who has publiſhed a Play, 
called is 
Cynthia's Revenge, a Tragedy, printed 49. 
Lond. 1613. 'Thas 1s One of the pope Plays 
that I ever read, and withall the moſt tedious. 
The Author ſeems to have a great Value for 
Lucan: for he not only makes King Henauder 
_ repeat part 1n the Original, but 1n the Fourth 
Act he makes him ſpeak a Speech containing 
the beginning of the Firit Book of Lacan, to 
the 24** Verſe; but how far ſhort he falls.of 
Mr. May, I kave to the Readers Fudgment. Tn 
the Fifth ACt, the Poet introduces an Tnter- 
lude of the Contention of 4jex and Ulyſſes, for 
the Armour of fch;Zes, which T take to be bur 
Indifterent. ps 5 
. He has writ beſides a Piece, called Sa/j7ical 
Eſ{[ays, 1n oftavo Lond. 1615. _ 

This Play was 1n former Catalogues aſcrib'd 
to Zohn Swallow ; but I believe this to be the 
Genuine Author.. __ 


oy 


Willam STRoDE. 


A Gentleman that flouriſh'd in the Reipn' of 
King Charles the Martyr, of:a Good Family in 
Devonſhire / being Countryman'iand Collegiate 
with the Witty Dr. Main. He was enter'd in 
Chriſt-Charch Colledge in Oxford, at Nineteen 
Years of Age; and ſoon after was eleded Stu- 
dent, He took his ſeyeral Degrees, and was 
choſen 
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choſen for his Excellent Parts, Oratoar of the 
Univerſity. Tho! he was 1n Orders, he was 
+ ſent for by the Dean and Chapter, to write a 
Play, for the Diverſion and Entertainment of 
"their Majeſties, which was calld 

Floating 1/land, 4'Tragi-comedy ated before 
his Majelty at Oxf. Aug. 1639. by the Students 
of Chriſt-Church. The Airs and Songs, were 
ſet by Mr. Henry Laws, Servant to his Majeſty, 
in publick and "Mg Muſick. This Play was 
not printed till Eleven Yeats after the Au. 
thor's Death, and above Eighteen Years after 
*twas ated; being printed Lond.1655. and de- 
dicated even in Manulſcript, and in the Auy- 
thor's Life-time, to his molt Honoured Patron 


Sir John Hefle, by a Copy of Verſes. This I 


Play was too full of Morality, to pleaſe the 
Court; tho' at the ſame time 'twas commended 
by the King; as was apparent by his beſtowing 
a Cannon's Dignity upon him, not long after ; 
at which time he took the Degree of DoCtor of 
Divinity. ES Abe 

'Twas then that he employ'd his Pen inn more 
Serious Studies ; and thoſe Three Sermons of 
his which are extant,ſhew him a Solid Divine, 
as well as an Excellent Oratour. 

He died the'Eleventh of March 1644. and 
was Buried at Chri/t-Church. 


John STuDLEy. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and who contributed with the other 
Four'Tranſlators already mention'd, (viz. Hey- 
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wood, Nuce, Newton, and Newle) to perfett the 
Verſion of Seneca's' Tragedies. .Our Author 
had the largeſt Share in the Work, he having 
rendred Four into Znglſh ; vis. + q 

| Aeamemnon, a Tragedy,of which ſays FZen- 
fins, Eft frugis bong hac Tragedia. I ſhall not 
pretend to determine of the economy of this 
Tragedy, but leave it to the Criticks; nor 
take upon me to diſcover how much, or how 
little. Sexeca has borrowed from: Zou and A/- 
chylus ; but refer the Reader to Delrio, and 
others. "Tis ſufficient for me to. obſerye; That 
the Tranſlator has taken upon. him to add a 
whole Scene at'the End of the Fifth. Act: tho' 
upon what Reaſon I know not; 'except it be.to 
21ve an Account of the Death. of Caſ/anara, 
the Impriſonment of Z/ee7ra, and the Flight 
of Oreſtes ; all which was made known before. 
However, for this purpoſe the Tranſlator makes 
choice of Euribates, who 1n the beginning of 
\ the Third ACt, brings notice to Chiemneſtra, of 
Aeamemnon's Return ; pollibly to comply with 
the Poet, who throughout makes no rd of 2 
Nuntius 1n this Play ; tho' the Death of Aza- 
memnon be to be Horned by a Narration,bur 
leaves 1t to Ca//arara and Eleftra; in the Fifth 
Fippolytus, a Tragedy, that 1s extreamly.re- 
gular.1n the.Three Unities, of Place, Tame and 
Action : and Hein/ius, that great Critick, has 
nor {tuck to give 1t the Title of Divine: How 
near, -our Tranſlator has approacht the Senſe - 
of the Anthor, LI ſhall leave to others Deter- 


mination. 


* 
Her - 
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Hercules Oetens, a 'Tragedy, which by ſome 
75 thought to be an Imitation 'of Sophecles his 
TRAXINIAI . | 

eMedea, a Tragedy, in which Sexeca thas 
imitated Zuripies; and in the Opinion. of 
ſome, 'even excelled his Copy. This Play.1s 
ſtited by One, A/ta Medea Senccie, and 18-l1ke- 
wile regular ; as'1ndeed are all Sexeca's Prage- 
dies, except his Thebazs. Our Zng/ifh Trantla- 
tor, (I know not for what Reaſon) has alter'd 
the Chorus of the Firſt Act: whether 1t\was 
that he thought the Deſcription of an _ 
14, which ithe Cormmthian Women ing, be- 
fore the deſign'd Wedding of Fafor and Creuſa, 
were too light a Subject for a Tragedy, or 
what other Motive he had 'to ſubſtirute his 
own Thoughts inſtead of Sexecs's, I know not; 
bot:muſt leave him and his Works to the Judg- 
ment'and Cenfure of the Criticks. 
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&# John SuckLING. 


A Gentleman, whoſe Admirable Parts made 
him ſufficiently Famous, 1n the Reign of King 
[Charles the Firit, to whom he was Comprrotter, 
He was borwat#77tham, 1n the County of 14. 
aleſex 1n the Year 1631. and which was Extra- 
ordinry, (according to his Mother's Reckon- 
ng tn the beginning of-the Eleventh Month. 
"Nor \was'his Lite leſs. Remarkable, than his 
Birth: for he had ſo pregnant a Genius that 

| He ſpoke Zazimat Five Years Old, andiwrit it 
arNine Years of Age. His Skill in Languages, 
and Muſick, was Remarkable; but above all 
his 
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his Poerry;took with all the People,whoſe Souls 
were poliſhed by the Charms of the Miſes; 
And tho' Yar did not ſo well agree with tas 
Conſtitution; yet in his Travels he made a 
Campaign under the Famous G#/tavas, where 
he was prefent at three Battles, five Steges, 
and as many Skirmiſhes: and if his Valour 
was not ſo Remarkable, in the North in theþe- 
ginning of the Wars; yet his Loyalty was 
conſpicuous, by his Expence 1n the 'Troop of 
Horſe, which he rais'd, whoſe Equipage, 972. 
Horſes, Arms and Clothes, were provided all 
at his own Charge, and ſtood him in 120090 /. 
Bur theſe paſſages being at preſent Torreign, ts 
my Subject, I ſhall return to his Poetry ; and 
begin with his Dramatick Pieces, which are 
Four in Number, v2. CD OT gc Fo 
Arlaura, preſented at the Private-houſe in 
Black-fryars. This Play wag firſt printed in 
Fol. upon which an Anonymous Satyrilſt (72. e. 
Mr. Rich. Prome, fee at the Entrance of Covent 
Garden weeded) made a Copy of Verſes; which 
being too large to be tranſcrib'd, I ſhall reter: 
my Reader to a Small Book of Poems,call'd Mu- 
ſarum Delicie, or The Muſes Recreation, where. 
he may find them 1n the 51ſt. page. Only by 
this we may obſerve the truth of that ſaying 
of Ovid (?); od Ce 
Paſcitur in vs Ivor : poſt fata quieſeit, 

Cum ſuns ex merito quemgue tuetur Hons, + 
This Play 1s much priz'd at this Day, and. 
has this Remarkable, That the laſt Ac is ſo al-- 
_ (y) Amorum, Luv. 1. 1. THE Meh or ea RIM, 
T4 tered, 
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tered, that 'tis at the pleaſure of the A Qors, *o 


* 


make it a Tragedy, or Tra Og : which 
e 


was ſo well approv'd of by that Excellent Poet 
Sir Robert Howard, that he has followed this 
preſident, in his Fefta/ Firgm. _,_ + 
” "Brenoralt, or The Diſcontented Colonel; a 
Tragedy preſented at the Private-houſe. in 
Blackfryars, by His Majelty's Servants. 
_ 'Goblmes, a Tragi-comedy preſented at the 
Private-houſe in Zlackfryars, by His Majelty's 
Servants. Ss 4h 
= Sad One, a Tragedy. "This Piece was neves 
finiſh'd. *Tis not to be expected that I ſhould 
1ve any Account of the Plots,or 'Thefts in this 
Luthor Works; forhis M#/e was Young, and 
Vigorous enough, had ſhe not. ſo ſoon been cut 
oft by Death, to have brought forth many more 
Children,. without any Alliſtance, but that of 
the proper Parent: All that I have further to 
fiy 1s, That theſe Plays, with the reſt of his 
Works, are printed under the Title of Frax- 
menta Aurea; or A Collefion of aft the Incom- 
parable Pieces, written by Sir John Suckling, 80, 
There are ſeveral Editions of his Works : and 
the laſt (as I think) was printed 8%. Lond. 1676. 
to which are added ſeveral Poems, and other 
Pieces, which were by his Siſters Permiſſion 
allowed to be publiſhed. I ſhal} not pretend 
to give a Character of his Works, but ſub- 
{cribe to One already printed (*); vis. That his 
Poems are Clean, Sprightly, and Natural ; his 
Diſcourſes Full and Convincing; his Plays well 
humor'd and Taking; his Letters Fragrant, 


mc ey<hoc tz 2uorom. onnnc WE mo 
(E) Lioyds Memones, p. 159. 
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and Sparking : nes, Joop Thoughts were not ſo 
looſe as his Exprethion ,. witneſs his Excellent 
Diſcourſe to My Lord Dorſet, about Religion. 

This Ingenious Gentleman died of a Feaver, 
A. D. 164---- being about 29. Years of Age : 
What Excellent Advice he leit to his Friends 
about him, maybe read in Mr. Zhyd's Memoirs ; 
nor can I forbear tranſcribing what that Au- 
thor writ upon that Subject. 


Ne he zelantis anime ſacrires 
Scintillulz ipſum unde deciderant ſpirantes 
Celum, & Author magnus ipſa quam 
Aliis dedit careret memoria ; [ntereſſe 
Poſteris putavimus brevem Honoratiſſum: 
Firi Johanms Sucklingu vitam Hzftoria 
eſſe perenuandam. 


Utpote gui Nobrhſſuma- Sucklingiorum Familia 
Oriundus, cut tantum redaialt, quanium ac- 
cepat honorem ; Nat. Cal. Apr. 1613. Waitha- 
miz 72 Agro Middle. Renatus ibid. Maii 79. 
and Denatus 164..... haud jam T rigeffumus, v5 
Scriptu aigniſſuma fecit fy fatiu digniſſima 
ſeripſit. Calamo pariter &y Gladio celebris, 
pacis artium gnarus oy behli. 


Gilbert SwInHos, £/q; 


A Gentleman, who liv'd in the Reigns of 
King Charles the Firſt and Second ; a North. 
country Man by Birth, (being Born in North- 

amberland) the Author of a Play, call'd 
Unhappy far Irene her Tragedy ; printed 4. - 
Loud. 1658. This Play is accompany'd with 
three Copics of Verles in its Commendation ; 
14-2 tho' 
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tho' I think it ſcarce deſerve them. 'The Play 


is founded on Hiſtory : ſee Aroles his 7 urkifh 
Hiſtory, 1n the Late of © Mahomet the Firit; 
which Story 1s the SubjeCt of a Novel in Ban- 
dello, which is tranſlated into French by Prerre 
Boiſteau; ſee Hiſtoires Tragicques, tome premier 
Nov. 2. "The ſame 15 tranſlated into Zg/:fh, by 
Wil. Painter in his Palace of Pleaſure, in quarto, 
Nov. 40. | 


$- 
Nathaniel Tartz. 

N Author now living; who tho' he be 
allow'd to be a Man of Wit and Parts, yet 
tor Dramatick Poetry, he 1s not above the com- 
mon Rank : What he has extant, for the moſt 
part 1s borrow d; at leaſt we may fay, That ge- 
nerally he follows other Mens Models, and 


builds upon their Foundations: for of Eight 
Plays that are printed under his Name, S1x of 


them owe their Original to other Pens; as we . 


ſhall ſhew 1n the following Account. 

Brutus of Alba, or The enchanted Lovers ; 2 
Tragedy acted at the Duke's Theatre, printed 
4%. Lond. 1678. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Charles, Earl of Dorſet and eMiddle- 
/ex. This Play 1s founded on Y7rgl's .Ancids, 
Book the 4**; and was finiſhed under the Names 
of Dido and Aineas, but by the Advice of ſome 
Friends, was tranformed to the Dreſs it now 
TWAars. 


Cack- 
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 Cuchold's Haven, or An Alderman no Conju.- 
rer ; a Farce acted at the Queen's Theatre, 1n 
Dorſet Garden ; printed 40.Lond. 1685. and de- 
dicated to Colonel Zamund Aſhton. This Play 
is borrow'd from Johnſon's Eaſtward-hoe, and 
Devil 15 an Af. 
Duke and no Duke, a Farce acted by their 
Majeſties Servants; with the ſeveral Songs ſet 
to Muſick, with Thorough-Bafles for the "The- 
orbo, or Baſs-VY1ol ; printed 49. Lond.168y. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable S1r George 
Hewyt. "This Play 1s founded on Sir Aſtor: 
Cockain's Trappolin ſuppos'd a Prince. 

Tugratitude of a Common-wealth, or T he Fall 
of Carus Marttus Coriolanus; afted at the Thea- 
tre-Royal, printed 49. Lond. 1682. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Char/es, Lord Her- 
bert, Marqueſs of Forcefter. This Play 1s bor- 
rowed from Shakefpear's Corzolanas. 

H/land Princeſs, a Tragi-comedy ated at the 
Theatre-Royal : revived with Alterations ; 
printed 49. Lond. 1687. and dedicated to the 
Right Honourable Henry, Lord Yalerave. 
This Play 1s F/etcher's Originally. a 

Loyal General, a Tragedy acted at the Duke's 
| Theatre; printed 4. Lond. 1680. and dedicated 
to Edward Taylor Eſquire. 

Lear King of England his Hiſtory ; ated at 
the Dukes Theatre : revived with Alterations ; 
printed 49.Lond.1687. and dedicated to 7 homas 
Boteler Eſq; - This Play in the Original, was 
writ by F. Shakeſpear. £ 

Richard. the Third, a Hiſtory aQted at the 
Theatre-Royal, under the Name of The S:cr- 
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lian Uſurper : with a Prefatory Epiltle, 1n Vin- 
dication of the Author ; occaſioned by the Pro. 
hibition of this Play on the Stage : printed 4-, 
Lond. 1681. and dedicated to George Raynford, 
Eſq; This Play owns its Birth likewiſe to 
Shakeſpear. 


Belides theſe Plays, our Anthor has two Vo-. 


Tumes of Poems 1n print. One wholy writ by 
him, call'dPoems writ on ſeveral Occaſtons, ſe- 
cond Eat. enlargd, printed 80.],o00d.1684. The 
other call'd Poems by ſeveral Hands, and an 
ſeveral Occaſions, collefted by our Author, and 
printed oftavo Lond. 1685. 


John TaTEHAM. 


An Author that flouriſh'd in the Reign of 


King Charles the Firſt; and was (ſays Mr. /7n- 

ſtanley) the City Poet. If he was not an Ex- 
traordinary Wit, at leaſt he was Loyal 1n 
the higheſt Degree, as may appear by his 
Plays; and equally hated the Ramp and the 
Scots. He has Four Plays 1n print; Three 3n 
quarto, and One printed with his Poems in 
oCctavo. 

Diftrafted State, a Tragedy, written in the 
Year 1641. but not printed till 1651.. 4%. and 
dedicated to Fohn Sidley. This Play fhited well 
with the Times; and his Hatred to the Scots 
appears in this Play, where he. introduces. 4 
Scozch Mountebank ( in the fourth AR) to 
poyſon Archias the Elected King, at the Inſti- 
gation of Cleander. This I take to be the belt 
of our Author's Writings, © 
Rump, 


oo ©___v A 


Rump, or The Mirrour of the Iate Times ; a, 
CY acted many times with great applauſe, 
at the Private-houſfe 1n Dor/et Court ; printed 


(the ſecond Edit. ) 49. Lond.1661. and dedicated 
to Walter James, of Rambden- Houſe, tn Smar- 


den, 1n the County of Kent, Eſq; This Play 

has lately been reviv'd on our Stage, under the 

Name'of The Roundheads. YEE 
Scots Figaries, or A Knot of Knaves; a Co- 
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medy, printed 4® Lond. 1652. and dedicated to. 


Robert Dormer, Eſq; Mot of this Play is writ 
in the Scorch Dialet 
IRE 


Love crowns the End, a Tragi-comedy ated 


o 


by the Scholars of Bingham, in the County of 
Nottingham. ThasPlay 1s not divided into AQts,. 
and 1s much ſhorter than molt uſually are;; 
being fitted purpoſely, as I ſuppoſe, tor thoſe, 
Youths that ated it. *Tis printed with his. 
Poems, .call'd The «Mirrour of Finciesin oftayo . 


, and diſplays them to the 


Lond. 1657. and dedicated to Sir Jobn Ynter, 


Secretary of State to his Majeſty -1n his Exile. 
Robert TAYLOUR. 


An Author, to whoſe Perſon and Writings I 


am wholy a Stranger; only I find in former 
Catalogues a Comedy aſcribed to him, calld 


Flog-huth loft his Pearl, 1 
Thomas THOMSON. 


Another Author of the meaneſt Rank, and 


a great Plagiary ;* if One'of the Plays be 


I1 4 __own'd 


CT —_— — 
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own'd by him, which Mr, A7r&man has aſcribed 
to. him ; v/2. es hs 

"Engliſh Rogue,. a Comedy ated before ſeve- 
ral Perſons of Honour with- great applauſe; 


printed 49. Lond. 1668. and dedicated to Mrs. 


Alice Barret. : : 
Mother Shipton her Life, ated Nine Days 
together with'great applauſe ; printed 40. Lond. 
I G-====— 1 ſuppoſe the Occaſion of the Succeſs 
of this Play, was from what he {tole ; for all the 
Characters, except what relate to Shzpton, are 


borrow'd; as the Characters of Sh;ft-hoſe, Mony- 


lack, Sir Oliver, FWhore-hound, David, gyc. are 
{tollen verbatim trom Maſſinger's City Madam, 
and Miadleton's Chaſt Maid in Cheapſide. This 
Play.has'not the Author's Name to 1t, but the 
two lirſt, Letters : 1t may be he was aſham'd to 
{et his Name to other Mens Labours. As to 
the Story of Shzp7on, I know not how to direct 


the Reader, except to an old Book in quarto, 


call'd The Life and Death of Mather Shipton, 
Nicholas TRoTr. 


An Author*who writ'a Tragedy, call'd 4r- 
thur, which I never ſaw.: neither can I give 


F ” 


any Account of the Author himſelt, or the 


time he livin. 


» "EY. 
*S 4 4” 6. I 8 hu 


Richard. TUkE. 
An Author; of whom I can'give no further 
Account, than that he,writ a Play, call'd 
" Drome C omeatgn, or 7 he Right. Uſe of Plays, 
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improved in a Sacred Tragi-comedy; printed 
49. Lond. 1672. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable, and no leſs Virtuous Mary, Countels 
of Warwick, This Play was call'd firſt by the 
Author, The Soul's Varfare ; and 1s grounded 
on the Danger of the Soul in this World. 


&S. TuUKE. 


A Collonel now living ( as T-have been 1n- 
form'd) in Su//ex - the Author of One of the 
beſt Plays now extant, for Oeconomy and, Con- 
trivance; v72., Ng $a 

Adventures of five Hours, a Tragi-comedy, 
the ſecond Edition ; printed <5 Lond 1662. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable, Henry 
Howard, of \Norfolk : attended with Eight 
Copies of Verſes, writ by very Eminent Per-, 
ſons ; as Mr.Cowl/ey, Evelyn, Carlifle,and others. 
This Piay, I believe, ows 1ts Foundation to 
one 1n Sparrſh. 

Cyril TURNEUR. 

This Author liv'd in the Reign of King 
James the Firſt, and publiſhed Two Trage- 
Mes; 2s, .- -* Re = | 

Atheiſt's Trageay : Of the Date of this Play, 
or to whom dedicated, I can give no Account, 
the Title-page and Epiſtle,( if there were any) 
ot my Copy being loſt. The Plot of Levidulcra, 
her Conveying Sebaſtian and Freſco out of her 
Chamber, when ſhe was ſurpris'd by her Huſ- 


band Be/eforreſt's Coming, is borrow'd from 
Hoccace, Day the 47. Nov. the 6. 5 
Avi | PA 
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Revenger s Tragedy, ſundry times atted by 
_ the Kings Majelſties Servants; and printed 4s. 
Of theſe two Plays, Mr. W ſtanley uotes 2 
Diltich, I know not from what Author, as 
tollows . 


His Fame unto that pitch fo only rais'd, 
As not to be deſpis'd, nor too much prats d. 


fohn TUTCHIN. 


An Author of our Times ; who has a Paſto- 
ral extant, call'd | 

oi Lobo Shepherd, a Paſtoral ; printed 80. 
Lond, 1685. This Play with the reſt of his 
Poems on ſeveral Occaſions, and a Piece in 
Proſe, calld 4 Diſcourſe of Life, were all 
printed eftavo Lond. 1685. 


ah —— =O 0 _—_— PEIEI_ — 
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Lewis WAGER. 


A Learned Clerk, living 1n the begining of 
the Reign of Queen Z/:zabeth; who was 
the Author of an Interlude, call'd F 
e Mary Magaalen, her Life and 'Repentance ; 
pred in a Black Letter, 49. Zond. 1567. This 
nterlude may eaſily be acted by Four Perſons. 
For the Plot, take an Account from the follow- 
ing Lines ; i_ art of the Prologue, and 
w1ll give you a 'Talte of the Author's Stile. 


Of the Copel we ſbalt rehearſe a fruitful Story, 
Written in the 1th of Luke with words plane 
he 
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T he Story of a Woman that was right ſorr: 

for that ſhe had ſpent her Life m ſinne Ta 
and Vane. | PIs 

By Chriſt's preaching ſhe was converted agame 

To be truly penitent by hit p 5 aſe de- 
clared, 

And to ſhew hir ſelf a ſinner fhe never ſpared. 


Edmund WALLER. 


A Gentleman not many Years deceasd: 
whoſe Name will ever be dear to all Lovers 
of the «Muſes. His Compoſitions are nniver- 
fally applauded; and they are thought fit to 
ſerve as a Standard, for all ſucceeding Poems. 
He was a Friend to the Ingemious Fletcher ; as 
appears by his Verſes, printed at the begin- 
ning of thoſe Plays; and was ſo far a Lover of 
Dramatick Poetry, that he tranſlated part of 
a Play, 1n which the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex, was concern- 
ed; 013. | 

Pompey the Great, a Tragedy ated by the 
Servants of His Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Nork ; printed 49. Lond. 1664. 

Beſides this Play, he has a Volume:of Poems 
extant, which have been ſeveral times reprint- 
ed; the Fourth Edition, was printed 'otavo 
Lond. 1682. There 1s newly publifh'd a Se- 
cond part, containing his Alteration of The 
Mmuid's Tragedy, and whatſoever of -his was 
left unprinted, publiſht oftayo Zong. 1590. 


George 
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__ George WapuL. 


An Author, whoſe Writings are as unknown - 


as any of the former; to whom 1s aſcribed a 
Comedy, call'd 7 ze tarrieth for no Man. 


Wiltam W AYER. 


An Author, of whoſe Time and Writings 1 
can give no further Account, than that he 1s 
accounted the Author of a Comedy, which 1 
never faw, called | 

The more thou liſt, the more Fool thou art, 
There are two other Plays ( whoſe Authors are 
unknown) aſcribed by Mr. Philips and HFm- 
flantey, to our Author; viz. Tryal of Chivalry, 
and Tom Tyler and his Wife : tho' I believe 
they were never writ by hum. 


R. WaveR. 


The Author of a Play, which I have never 
feen, call'd Znufty Fuventus ; who, or whence 
this Author was, I know not. 


x 


John WEBSTER. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 


Fames the Firſt; and was in thoſe Days ac- 


counted an Excellent Poet. He joyn'd' with 


Decher z Marfton, and Rowley, 1n ſeveral Plays; 


and was likewiſe Author of others, which have 
even 1n our Ape gain'd Applauſe: As for In-. 
itance, Appius and Yirginia,Dutcheſs of Malfy, 
and /7t7oria Corrombona ; but I ſhall ſpeak of 


thele in their Order. 


Ap 


bat yon —Y pope, OS 


Dramatich Poets. 509 
Appins and Virginia, a Tragedy, printed (ac- 
cording to my Copy) 4 Lond. 1659. I tup- 
. poſe there may be an older Edition than mine; 
but this 1s that which was acted at the Duke's 
Theatre, and was alter'd (as I have heard by 
Mr. Carthwrizht ) by Mr. Setterton: For the 
Plot, confult Zzvy, Floras, Ox... 
Devil's Law-caſe, or When Womengo to Law, 

the Devil is full of buſmeſs ; a T'ragi-comedy, 
approvedly well ated by Her Majeſty's Ser- 
vants; printed 49. Lond.1523. and dedicated to 
Sir Thomas Finch. An Accident like that of 
Romelio's ſtabbing Contarima out of Malice, 
which turned to his preſeryation, is (if I mi{- 
take not ) in Stenkins his Obſervations :' At 
leaſt T am ſure, the ike happened to Pheareus 
Jaſon, as you may ee 1n Q. Yal. Maximus, lb. 
I. cap. 8. The fig Story 1s related 1n Goa/art's 

Hiſtoires Admirables, tome 1. page 178. _ 
Dutcheſs of Mally, a Tragedy preſented 
privately at the Bl/ack-fryars, and publick- 
ly at the Globe, by the King's Majeſty's Ser- 
_ vants; and I have ſeen 1t fince ated at the 
Duke of 7ork's Theatre. "Twas firſt printed 
49. Lond. 1623. and dedicated to. the Right Ho- 
nourable George, Lord Barkeley, and fince re- 
printed 49. Zond. 1678. ' For the Plot, conſult 
Bandello's Novels in French,by Belefore/t,N. 19. 
Beard's T heatre of God's Fudements,Book 2.Ch. 
24. The like Story 1s related by Goa/arf, in 

his F7;/toires admarables de notre temps, p. 226. 
White Devil, or The Trageay of Paulo Gior- 
dano Urlini, Duke of Brachiano ; w#h the Life 
and Death of Vittoria Corombona, the Famores 
 Vene- 


Flo An Attonnt of the 
Venetian Curtezan : ated by the Queen's Ma* 
Jelty's Servants, at the Phenix 1n Drury-lane 5 
printed 49. Lond. 1612. and fince acted at the 
Theatre-Royal, and reprinted 166F. 

Beſides theſe Plays, our Aythor has been af- 
filted by Mr. Rowl/ey in two others ; which be. 
cauſe he had the leaſt part 1n their Compoſli- 
tion, I place to our Author ; 973. | 

Cure for a Cuckold, a Comedy everal times 
ated with great applauſe; printed 49. Lond. 
I66t. 

Thracian Wonder, a Conncal Hiſtory leveral 
times ated with great applauſe; printed quar- 
to Lond. 1661. 

Mr. Philips has committed a great Mallake, 
in aſcribing ſeveral Plays to our Author, and 
his Aﬀoctate Mr. Decker ; One of which be- 
long to another Writer, whofe Name 1s an- 
nexed, and the reſt are Anonymous: As for 
Inſtance, The Noble Stranger,was writ by Lew:s 
Sharpe ; and T he New Trick to cheat the Devil, 
Weakeſt goes to the wall, and Woman will have 
her will, to unknown Authors. 


John Warson, E/q; 


_ An Author, who in the Reign of King .Char/es 
the Second, writ a Play in Heroick Verte, call'd 

Amazon Queen, or The Amonrs of Thaleltris 
fo Alexander the Great ; a T ragi-comedy in He- 
roick Verſe ; and printed 49. Lond. 1667. The 
Story of Thaleftris may be read in Q, Curtis, 1b. 
6.c. 5. Tuft. ib. 2. Strabo hb. 5. (yg. Tho' our 
Author makes her ſomewhat nice in her 
Amours. 
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Amours. This Play was never atted, by rea- 
ſon of the Author's hearing of two Plays, be- 
ſides on the ſame Subjc<&t,, that were intended 
for the Stage. 


----——--- W HITAKER. 


The Author of a Play, call'd Conjparacy, Or 
The Change of Government ; a Tragedy ated at 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Torts The- 
atre; and printed 49. Lond. 16809. This Play 
is written in Heroick Verſe: as to its Chara- 
cer, I ſhall leave 1t to the Judgment of abler 
Critacks. TO Fi 


_ Dr. Robert WitD. 


A DoQor of the Presbyterian Leven ; but yet 
(who it ſeems) 1n os Years, was the 
Author of a Comedy,call'd The Benefice ; which 
was printed 49. Lond. 1689. His Opinion of 
the Orthoaox Clergy, may eafily be colle&ed 
from this Play ; tho' he 1s beholding to ano- 
ther Play, call'd 7he Return from Pernaſſus, or 
The Scourge of Simony, for his Deſign. - His 
Poems are well known, oCtayo 160y, 


Leonard WILLAN. 


A Gentleman that flouriſh'd in the Reign of 
King Charles the Second, This Author pub- 
I1ſh'd a Play, call'd 

Allrea, or True Loves Mirroar ; a Paſtoral 
in Verſe; printed Bo. Lond.1651. and dedicated 
to the [luſtrious Princeſs Mary, Dutcheſs of 
Richmond and Lenox. "This Play is founded-on 

h the 
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the Romance of 4ftriea, writ by'Mr. D'Urfe. 
On this Author, Mr. Herrick has writ a Copy 
of Verſes; which the Reader may peruſe at 
leiſure, p. 354. of his Poems 1n oftavo. © 


George WILKINS: 
An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, who:was the Writer of a 
ſmgle Comedy; beſides that in which he joyn'd 


with Day and Rowhky ; I mean The Travels of 


three Engliſh Brothers. The Play I am ſpeak- 
ing of, 1s call d EAI. 

eMyſeries of Tnforced Marriage, play'd by his 
Majeſties Servants ; printed: 49. ,Lond. 1637. 
This Comedy has been a great part of it re- 
viv'd by Mrs. Behn, under the Title of Thc 
Town Fop, or Sir Timothy T awaty. 


Robert WiLMorT. 


An Author in the time of Queen Z/izabeth; | 
who at the delire of the Gentlemen of the 


uner-Temple, compos'd a Play, call'd | 
Tancred and Giſmund their Tragedy, ated 
| before Her Majeſty, by the Gentlemen of the 
Temple ; printed 49. Lond.15 92. and dedicated 
to the Right Worſhipful and Verttous Ladies, 
the Lady Mary Peter, and the Lady Anne Grey. 
This Play 1s founded on a Story in Boccace ; 
ſee Day the fourth, Novel the firſt. 


John W1LsoN. 


A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 


Charles the Second, if not {till alive ; whole 
AHuſe 


/ 
a 
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Muſe has "OP applauded on the Stage. His 
Play call'd The Cheats, raving the general Ap- 
probation of being an Excellent Comedy. .He 
has writ three Plays ; 1n Number of which take 
the folloving Account, = 

Andronicas Comnenus, a fined, - printed 
Lond.1663. For the Plor, conſult Ghcas Lenn- 
cla7ns, Chor raates , Cantacuſ enus, x. = 

Cheats, a Comed y written In the Year 1662, 
and printed 24 Edit. 40. Loud. 1671. The Au- 
thor has ſuthciently Apologiz'd for thie Play, 
in his Preface, to which I refer you. 


Projeffors, a Comedy ; printed qv. Lond.1 66 5: 
Robert W1LSON. 


A Gentleman that flouriſh'd in the time of 
Queen Z#/izabeth ; and was the Author of q. 


Comedy, call d 
T he Coblers Prophecy, printed. 40. Lond ©C 5 F. 


Nathaniel W o0Ds. 


An Author that' was a Miniſter in Norwich, 
in the Reign of Queen Z#/7zabeth; and who 
writ an Old Comedy, call d. 

Conflif# of Conſcience ; containing a molt I.a- 
mentable Example-of the. doleful Deſperation 
of 'a miſerable Worldling,.: by the Name of 
Philologas ; who torſook the Truth of God's 
Goſpel, for fear of the Loſs of Life, and world- 
ly Goods. The Actors Names divided | into {ix 
parts, moſt convenient for. ſuch as be diſpos d 
either to ſhew this Comedy 1n private Houles, 
or otherwiſe; printed 493. Lond. 1581, 


K k John 


An Account of the 


John WRIGHT. 


A Writer {till living, who has publiſht 
two Plays; the one being writ 1n Heroick 
Verſe, and the other diſguisd Z#n 7raveſty. 
They both bear the ſame '1 1tle, and are bound 
together ; v2. 

Thyeſtes, a Tragedy tranſlated out of Seneca ; 
printed in oftavo Zond.1674. and dedicated to 
Bennet, Lord Sherrard. 
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Meck T hyeſtes, a Farce in Burleſque Verſe 


and printed 49. Loud. 1674. In commendation 
of theſe two Plays, there 1s a Copy of Verles, 
written by Mr. O. Tal:sbury ; which begins 
thus : 


Did Seneca now /rve, himſelf would ſay, 


T hat your T: ranſlation has not wrong d his P lay 


But that in every Page, in every Line, 
Your Language does with equal ſplendor ſhine,&c. 


William WYTCHERLEY. 


A Gentleman, whom I may boldly reckon 


amonegſt the Poets of the Firſt Rank: no Man 


that I know, except the' Excellent Johnſon, 
\ having outdone him in Comedy; in which | 


alone he has 1mploy'd his Pen, but with that 


Succeſs, that few have before, or will hereafter | 


match him. Has Plays are four in Number; vs. 
Country Fife, a Comedy acted at the The- 
atre-Royal, and printed 49. Lond. 1683. This 
1s reckon'd an Admirable Play. - 
Gentleman Dancine-Maſter, a' Comedy ated 
ar 


oy AQ... _ © A A al om > 


a + Yea} - fre bed ww —_— 


Dramatick Poets, 515 


at the Duke's Theatre; and printed in quarto 
Lond. 1673. 


Love in a Wood, or Saint James's Park ; a Co- 
medy, ated at the Theatre-Royal, by His Ma- 


jeſty's Servants ; printed 4% Loud. 1672. and 
dedicated to the Dutcheſs of Cleveland. 


Plain Dealer, -a Comedy aCted. at the Thee 
atre-Royal, by His Majelty's Servants ; printed 
' 49. Lond. 1678: and dedicated to Madam B---:-- 
Of this Play and its Author, Mr. Dryden fays - 
thus : *The Author of the Plan Dealer, whom 
{I am proud to call My Friend, has oblig'd all 
{Honeſt and Virtuous Men, by One of the moſt 
* Bold, moſt General, and moſt Uſeful Saryrs, 
* which has been preſented on the EZng/;fh The-. 
fatre. But notwithſtanding ::this Admirahle 
CharaQter, I muſt take the Freedom to alledge, 
That our Author has borrow'd: his chief Chz- 
ratters of Manly and Olivia, from Molliere's Le 
 Miſanthrope ; that of Major O/d-fox, from Scar- 
ron's City Romance ; and that' of Yerniſhhis 
ſeizing Fideka, and diſcovering her:Sex, may 
poltibly be founded on Sifvia Molhere's: Me- 
moires. But notwithſtanding all this, the Play 
1s Excellent 1n 1ts kind ; and the Author's Cha- 
ratter 1s juſtly drawn by Mr: Evelyn - 


' As long as «Men are falſe, and Women vain, 


While Gold continues to be Virtues bane, 
{1 pointed Satyr Wycherley ſhall Reign. 


Rk 5 Robert 
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© Robert YARRINGTON. 


"An Ancient Writer in Queen Z#/zabeth's 
Time; who has: publiſhe a Play, call'd- 7 wo 
Trageajes in One, The One, of the Murther of 
Mr. Beech a Chandler, 1n Thames-ſtreet, and 
his Boy ; done by Thomas MHern : The Other,of 
a Young Child, murther'd in a Wood by two 
Ruftns, with the. Conſent of his Uncle; print- 
ed in quarto Lond. 1601. | 
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whoſe Names are not certainly known, 


who diſcover themſelves only to their, Friends | 
iniprivate, and; diſgiuſe themſelves from the 


Knowledgeof the. World by Twoa.Letters only: 


part of which we ſhall unriddle: in the follow- | 


ing Account. - 


R:. A. Cent. ::;... Pa, 


This Author writ a Play, call'd 7he Paliant 
Welchman ; or*. The True Chronicle Hiſtory | 


of the Life and Fahant Deeds of Charadoc, the 
Great 'fingof Cambria, now call Wales. This 
Play has been ſundry times acted by the Prince 
of Wales his Servants ; . but printed 49. Lond. 
1653. Forthe Plot of this Play, 'tis foynded on 
rruc 


SA ZE are now.arriv'd at thoſe Authors, | 


ſhmmnard RL nnd hn: at 
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true Hiſtory : ſee Tacitns Annals, e Milton's Hi- 
tory of England, gc. Sce belides Ubalaine, Le 
Vite delle Donne 1lluftre, þ. 6. 


41:8. 


The Author of a Play, call'd The World's 
[dol, or Plutus; a Comedy, written in Greek 
by 4r:/tophanes, and tranſlated by our Author; 
together with his Notes, and a ſhort Diſcourſe 
upon 1t ; printed oftavo Lond. 1650. 


P. B. 2. e. Peter BeLoN, Gent. 


An Author now living, who 1s ſuppoſed to 
write a Play, call'd The Mock Duellift, or The 
French Ya/tet ; atted at the 'Theatre-Royal, by 
His Majeſty's Servants; printed quarto Lond. 
1675. and dedicated to the Yirtuous Accom- 
pliſht Lady, Madam S. C. 


IC. 


The Author of a pleafant Comedy, call'd The 
!wo Merry Milk-maids, or T he beſt Words wear 
the Garland ; ated before the King with. Ge- 
neral approbation by the Company of the Re- 
vels ; printed quarto Lond. 16----- Part of the 
Plot of this Play, v2. Dorzgene's promiſe to 
Dorillas, of Enjoyment when he preſented her 
with a Garland that ſhould bud 1n all ſorts of 
Flowers 1n Fanuary, and the Conſequence, 1s 
founded on PBoccace Nov. 10. N. Fs. and 1s the 
Foundation of other Plays; as Fletcher's Four 


Plays in one, Oc. 


KK-3- R. 
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There are two Plays, which no otherwiſe 
diſcover the Author, than by theſe two Let- 
ters: The firſt call d Aphonſus King of Arra- 


zon, a Hiſtory which I never ſaw; the other 
nam'd /znoramnus, a Comedy ſeveral times aCted 
with extraordinary applauſe, before the Maje- 


{ty of King 7ames ; with a Supplement which | 
(out of gong 4 to the Students of the Common | 


£Zaw) was hitherto wanting: Written in Za- 


tin by R. Ruggles, ſometimes Maſter of Arts in 


Clare Hall in Cambrzape, and tranſlated by PR. C. 
{ometimes Maſter of Arts in Magdalen Colledge 
in Oxford; printed 4.9. Lond.1662. 


ps 

The Author of a Comedy, call'd The Mall, 
or The Modiſh Lovers ; ated by his Majelty's 
Servants ; printed 44./,0ud.1674. and dedicated 
to William Whitcom Tuantor, Eſq; This Play 1s 
aſcribed by Dr. Hyae ( the Prozo-Hibliothecarias 
to the Univerſity) to Mr. Dryden; tho' me- 
thinks the Stile of the Epiltle Dedicatory, 1s 
not like the reſt of his Writings. 


R. D. 


The Author of a Play, call'd New Trick to 
cheat the Devil, a Comedy, printed 49. Lond. 
1639. The Plot of Fryar John's Diſcovering 
the Conſtable and the Woman's Intrigue, and 
pretending to conjure for Victuals at the Huſ- 
dand's Return, Act 3. Sc. i. is the ſame with 
PT ——CD—___—ncncnkngq 


t 
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that made uſe of in the London Cucholds ; and 
which 15 related fince the Writing of this Play, 
by M. D'Oavwle in his Tales, part. 2. page 257. 
Slzzht-all's teaching the Art of Love, to the 
two Gentlemen, in the ſecond Scene of the firſt 
Act, 1s borrow'd from Ovid De Arte Amana, 


Lib. 2. 
F.D:; 


Under theſe Letters, is a Play in print, 
call'd The Blhody Banquet, a Tragedy ; printed 
1620. This Play by ſome old Catalogues, 1s 
alcrib'd to T homas Fasker. 


S. I4- 


Concerning this Author was,I know no more, 
than that he was a Batchelor of Arts, of Exe- 
ter Colledge in Oxford; and writ a Play, call'd 
Sicily and Naples, or The Fatal Union; a Tra- 
gedy, printed 4% Oxon. 1640. This Play 1s 
commended by Seven Copies of Yerſes, which 
are prefix'd, moſt of them being writ by Young 
Academics. 

B. ]. 


The Author of a Tragedy, calld Guy of 
Warwick, which I have once ſeen 1n quarto 
Lond.------- - and the Gentleman that ſhew'd xt 
me, told me it was writ by Fer Fohnſon; tho' 
by that little T read, I gueſs'd it to be writ by 
| 4 Pen far inferiour to that Great Maſter in 
Poetry. 


Kk 4. E..M. 
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E. M. 
The Author of a Tragedy, c call'd Saint Ce- 


citze, or The Conterted Twins ; printed, quarto 
Lond 1665. This Play was publiſh'd by Mr. 
Medboaurn, the Comeaian, and dedicated to 
Queen Aatherime. For the Piot, conſult Ec- 


cieſiaſtical Writers, as Fpiphaniuas, Fnſebins, 
Paronias, (Fc. 


EE; 

Under theſe Letters, arc printed two Plays ; 
One of which is call'd The French Conjurer, a 
Comedy acted at the Duke of 7orks Theatre: 
and printed 49.Lond.1678. This Play 1s found- 
ed on two Stories in the Romance of Guzman, 
the $Þan;ſh Rogue ; one call'd Dorido and Cle- 
rm:4 . the other, The Merchant of Sevail. The 
ſecond Play 'is ſtiled, A witty Combat, or 'T he 
Female YVittor ; a Tr azi-comedy ated by Per- 
{ons of Quality, in Hh77ſon Week, with great 
applaule ; printed 49. Thtd 1663. This Play 


1s founded on the Sfory of Mary Carleton, -the 
German Prince(s: See her Lite 1n oftavo. 


e Monfienr P.P 


The Author of an Opera, eall'd Ariadne! or 
The Marriage off Bacchus : being a Vocal Re- 
pretenat:on, tranſlated out of French, and put 
1Nto Muſick by: Mr. Grabut, Maſter of his Ma- 
jelty's Mufick ; and! ated by the Royul- Acade- 
my of ſick, at the'Theatre-Royal'in Covent 
Garden: printed 4 9. Lond. 1674. and dedicated 
to King Charles *© Second 

S.-H. 
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S: P. 


An Author, which I gake to be Samucl Por- 
dage,. who publiſh'd a Play of Sexeca's, with 
Notes, call d Troages; to which 1s annexd 
ſome Poems on ſeveral Occaſions; all which arc 
printed together octavo Lond. 1660. 


"T0. 


An Author that publiſhr a Play, call'd 7 he 
Extiravagant Shepheard; a Paſtoral Comedy, 
tranſlated from the French of M. Corneille Ju- 
nor; printed 42./,ond. 1654. and dedicated to 
Mrs. 7 hornhill, Wife to Coll. Rich. Thornhill, 
of Ollantigh in Kent. This Play 1s founded on 
2 Romance, call'd Ly/is, or The Extravagant 
 Shepheard, 1n Follo. 


W.-K. 


The Author of a Piece, which I never ſaw, 
call'd Three Lord's and [ades of London. 


Mr. S. Mr. of Arts. 

The Author of a Right, Pithy, Pleaſant, and 
Merry Comedy, Entituled: Gammer Gorton's 
Needſs ; play'd on the Stage near a hundred 
Year ago, in: Chri/ts Colledge in Cambridze; 
printed 1n a Black Letter 42. Lond. 1661. 


it 

Four Plays are printed under theſe Letters ; 
v12. a Maſque, call'd «Maguaraae au Cel, pre- 
ſented to the Great Queen of the Lattle World: 
printed 4c, Lond. 1640. and dedicated to the 
N Queen. 
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Queen. A Paltoral, . call'd Phillzs of Scpros, 
tranflated from the /7a/ian of C'. Cuidnbaldo dt 
Bouarellt; and printed 4.Lond. 1655. A Tra- 
gedy, whoſe Name is {4udromana, or T he Mer- | 
coant's Wife ; printed 49. Lond.1660. This Play | 
is founded on Sr. Phzl. S:dney's Romance, call'd 
Arcadia, tn Fol. ſee the Story of Plaugus,p.15y5. | 
And a Comedy, call'd 7 he Prince of Priggs-Re- | 
zels, or The Pradfices of that Grand T hief Cap- | 
Zan; James Hinde ; printed 4*. Lond. 16---- 


Sg. I. 

The Author of a Plav, call'd 7he Foneſf 
Lawyer, a Comedy acted by the Queens Ma- | 
Fity's Servants, and printed 49. Lond. 1616. | 


IT 

Under theſe Letters, are two Plays ; the firſt | 
call'd Grim the Collier of Croyden, or The De- | 
wl and his Dame,with the Devil and St.Danitan; | 
printed oftayo Lond.1662. This Play is bound | 
with two others, viz. T horpy Abby, or cMar- | 
Triage Broker, under the Title of Gratis Thea- | 
trales, or A Choice of Ternary of Engliſh Plays. | 
Fhe ſecond Play is, L. Arnans Sencca's 7 roas, | 
2 Tragedy tranſlated from the Lazzn, and print- * 
ed 40. Lond. 1686. 


C. W. z.e. Chriſtopher Wasz. | 

An Ingenious Perſon, lately deceas'd ; being | 
one of the Squire Bedles in the Univerſity of | 
Oxford. His Skill in Languages,particularly 1n | 
Zzim and Creed, is ſufhciently known to the 
Learn- 


Learned World. He tratiſlated out of Greek the 
Elera of Sophocles, and preſented it to Her 
Highneſs the Lady Elizabeth; printed 120. 
at the Hague 1649. Several Tranſlations be- 
ſides he has publiſh'd, as Gratzzs his Cynegeti- 
con, printed 89, Lond. 1654. and Priok's Hut. 
of France : ſome of 7 ully's Orations, and his La- 
{in Dictionary, beſides other School-Books ; ſe- 
veral of which have been often reprinted, and 
all of them ſhew his Great Induſtry and Parts. 


A Perſon who was(tho' not the Author, yet) 
the Occaſion of the Publication of a Comedy, 
call'd ApoHlo Shreving,compos'd for the Scholars 
of the Free-School of Hadleigh, in Suffolk, and 
acted by them on Shrove-T uc/day, Feb. 6. 1626. 
written by the School-Maſter of Faalcrgh, and 
printed oftayo 1627. 


4: W. 

The Author of a Play, call'd The Yalant 
Scot ; which was printed 49. Lond. 1637. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable Zames, Mar- 
queſs F7amz/ton, by the Publiſher or Promoter 
of the Copy to the Preſs, Mr. iHiam Bowyer. 


L. W. 


'The Author of a Play, call d Orgula, or The 
Fatal Error ; a Tragedy, wherunto 1s annexed 
a Preface,di{covering the true Nature of Poe/ic, 
with the proper uſe and Jntention of ſuch pub- 
lick Divertiſements ; printed 4®, Lond, ogy: 
an 
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and dedicated to the moſt accompliſh'd Lady, 
the Lady Frances Wildegoſs. © 


 eM. W. Maſter of Arts. 


Another Author, whoſe Play 1s bound in the | 
Zernary of Plays: "ts call'd The Marriage Br 0- 
fer,or The Pander, a Comedy printed 12, 1662, 


T. W. 


The third Author concern 1n that Volume, 
having writ a hs a+ call'd 7 horuby- Abby, or 
7 he London Maid. All theſe Plays are dedi- 
cated to /i/ham Auſtin Eitq; by R. D. the Pub- 


kiſher. 

W.W. 
_ The Tranſlator of a Comedy writ by Plau- 
zies, call'd eManzchm, printed 45. Lond. 1515. 
This Author had tranſlated feveral others 1n 
Manuſcript, tho' they were never permitted 
to come abroad in the World. 


4 TT WL, Tm — 


Unknown Authors. 
E. are now come to the laft Diviſion of 


V Y Authors, I mean thoſe whoſe Mode- 
ity, or other Reaſons, have hinder'd the pub- 
tication of their Names : and as we have Decy- 
phered ſome Authors 1n the foregoing Diviſion, 
upon Conjecture, 1o we ſhall not pretermit, to 
take Notice of ſuch Plays, whoſe Authors we 
can any ways gueſs at in this. I ſhall Rank 
theſe, as I did the former, in an Alphabetical ' 
Method. LID 

w 
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Abdicated Prince, or The "Haber 2) of Fore 
Fears ; a Tragi- comedy, lately acted at Alba- 
Rezalis, by ſeveral Perfons of Great Quality : 
and printed L6nd.4* 1690. This Play contains 
the Tranſactions of the Court and Nation, du- 
ring the Reign of the lare King 7ames, under 
fergned Names : there needs no C'/avrs, the Per- 
ſons, being obvious to all Intelligent Perſons. 
The time of the Attion is from'the Coronation 
of King Zames, to the Landing of his preſent 
Majeſty. 

Broken FOTO a Play which I never 
ſaw, but do believe that it may poſlibly be a 
Tranſlation from 7 heodore Beza. 

Alarum for London, or The Siege of An- 
twerpe ; with the Yenturous Atts, and Valiant 
Deeds of the Lame Souldier; play'd b y the Righr 
Honourable, the Lord Chamberlain his SEr- 
vants, printed Lond. 1602. 

Albion, an Interlude mention d by At kman, 
which I never ſaw. 

Albion's Triumph, perſonated in a Maſque at 
Court, by the King and Queens Majeſties, and 
the Lords, the Sunday atter 7 welfth-Niz bf, 
1631. printed 48. Lond. 1631, Mr. Tnigo Tones 
a Share 1n had thi Contrivance of this Maſque. 

 Albumazar, a Comedy preſented before the 
King? s Majelty at Cambridge, by the Gentlemen 
of 7rinity Colledge; printed 4 Lond. 162 4. 
This was reviv'd at the King's Houſe, and a 
Prologue writ by Mr. D1 "gy I e Pi ellan. 
Poems publiſhd by him 8”. p. 2. 

Ammta, 
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Aminta, a Paltora], tranſlated from the /7a- 
lian of Torquato Tafſo ; to which is added 4- 
r:agnc's Complaint, in Imitation of Angauilara, 
written by our Tranſlator; both printed 1n 
quarto Lond. 1628. 

Amorous Gallant, or Love in Faſhion ; a Co- 
medy 1n Heroick Verſe, as it was acted, and 
printed 49.Loud. 1675. This Play has appeared 
abroad, under the Title of 7 he Amorous Oron- 
tus : It 1s tranſlated from a French Play,written 
by 74. Cornezlle, and call'd L' Amour a la moat. 
Ir 1s founded on a Spaniſh Play, writ by Anz. de 
_ ca]ll'd by the ſame Name,(towit) Z/ Amor 
al uſo. 

, "wg Old Woman, or 'T:s well if it take ; 
2 Comedy acted by their Majeſbties Servants, and 
printed 45. Lond. 1684. TI have been told this 
Play was writ by 7 ho. Daffet ; 'tis printed with 
a New Title-page, call'd The Fond Lady. 

Arden of Feverſham his True and Lament- 


able Tragedy, who was moſt wickedly murthered 


” the means of his diſloyal Wife ; who for the 
ove ſhe bare to one Molebie, hired two deſperate 
Ruffms, Black-will and Shak-bag, zo 4ill him : 
rinted 42.Zond. 1599. 10 a Black Letter. The 
es 1s to be found 1n theRe:gn of Edward the 
Sixth; ſee Hollinzſhead, Goodwin, Hayward, 
Baker, Beard's Theatre of God's Fudement, 
Book 2. Ch. 10. Edit. 4. and the ſecond part 
Chap. 6. added. by Dr. Tho T ayloar. 
Arraizument of Paris, a Paſtoral, which I ne- 
ver ſaw ; bur 1t 1s aſcribed by Arkman to Mr. 
W. Shakeſpear. 


B. 
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Battle of Aliazar, fought 1 Barbary, betweew 
Scbaſtian Xing of Portugal, ava Abdelmelech 
King of Morocco ; with the Death of Capra 
Stukele : playd ſundry times by the Lord 
HighAdmaral's Servants,printed 49.£ond. 1594. 
For the Plot, ſeveral Authors mention the 
Story : the Zng/;ſþ Reader may find 1t in Hep- 
lin's Colmography, and Fuller's Worthies. 

Band, Ruff, and Cuff ; an Interlude, which 
other Catalogues mention, bur which I never 
ſaw. 

Baſtard, a Tragedy; printed 49. Lond. 1652. 
The Plot of this Tra Df and part of the Lan- 
guage, concerning Chare, Roarignez, Balthazar 
and Mariana, ts borrow'd from the Loves of 
Schrarra and Fhrehia, 1n the Engliſh Lovers - 
and Cazi/na's Supplying her Miſtrels Mariand's 
Room on the Wedding Night, 1s founded on 
the Story of Roberto and /ſdaura, 1n Gerards 
the Unfortunate Spanzard, p. 87. 

Bloody Duke, or The Adventures for a Crown ; 
a T rag1-comedy, acted at the Court of Alba Rg- 
galis, by ſeveral Perſons of Great Quality; by 
the Author of the Abarcated Prince, printed 4* 
Lond. 1690. This Play compriſes the publick 
Aﬀairs, from the firſt Diſcovery of the Popyſh- 
þlot, to the Death of King Charles the Second. 
The Perſons are as eafily known as 1n the for- 
mer. ECO 


C. 


W Czſar's Revenge, a Tragedy which I never 
4W. 


Charles 
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Charles the Firſt King of England his Tra- 

geay ; printed 49. Lend. 1649. and dedicated to 

King Charles the Second, commended by a 

Copy of Verſes. 

Combat of Caps, a Maſque of which I can 
21ve no Account. 

Commons Condition, a "Ov which I ne- 
ver ſaw. 

Conſtant Nymph, a Or The Rambling Shep- 
heard ; a Paſtoral aQed at the Duke's Theatre, 
printed 4 o. Lond. 1679 | 

Coſily WW, hore, a Gaal Hiſtory ated by the 
Company of Revels: ; printed 4%. 0nd. 1633. 

Contention between York and Lancaſter, with 
the Death of the Good Duke Hum pbrey, and 
the Baniſhment and Death of: the Duke of Suf- 
folk ; and the 71:azical End of the proud Cardinal 
of Wincheſter ; ; "With the notable Rebellion of 
jack Cade, and the Duke of York's firſt Clam 70 
the Crown: printed. 49. Lond, 160c. This Play 
is only the Second part of Shateſpear's Henry 
the Sixth, with.uttle or no Variation. 

Counter feits, a. Comedy acted at the Duke's 
Theatre; printed 49.Z0nd.1679. This Comedy 

1s aſcribed by Ce to Te: but I believe 
| 1t.too.good to be his Writing: 'tis founded on 
a tranſlated Spaniſh Novel, call'd The Trapan- 
ner trapann'd,' octayo Lond I65sF. and I pre- 
{ume the Author may haye ſeen. a French 
Comedy, writ by 740. Corneille, on the ſame 
Subject, call'd D. Caſar D ' Avalos. 

ater rfeit Bridegroom, or 1 he Defeated W1- 
dow ; a Comedy adted at His Royal Highnels 


the Duke's Theatre, printed 49. Lond. 1657: 
This 
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This Play is only an Old Play of X:ddleron's, 
call'd No Ft hike a Foman's, printed oQtayo. -- 
Cromwell's Conſpiracy ,, a 'Tragi-comedy, 
which I never ſaw. - 7 pan. Ek: 
Crael Debtor, a Play only nam'd by Mr. 
Kirkman. ' © = 
Capid's Whirligig, a Comedy ſundry times 
acted by the Children of his Majeſty's Revels ; 
printed 40. Lond. 1616. and dedicated by the 
. Publiſher, to Mr. Robert? Flapman. This Play 
is part founded on PBoccace as for Inſtance,.the 
Conveyance of the Captazm, and Exhibition 
out of the Lady's Chamber, 'is founded on. the 
Sixth Novel, of the Seventh Day ; and is the 
Ground-work of 'many other Plays. 
Cyrus Kg of Perſia, a Tragedy mention'd 
by K7rkman, which I never ſaw. 4 


Damon and Pythias, a Hiſtory, of which I 


can give no Account. 
Debauchee, or T he Creaulous Cuckold ; a Co- 


” 


 medy adted at his Highneſs the Duke of 7or#'s 


| Theatre, and printed 46. Zond. 1677. This 
Play 1s by ſome aſcrib'd to Mrs. Behr; bur 1s 
indeed only a Play of Prome's reviv'd, call'd 
A mad Couple well matcht. __— 
Deſtruftion of Feruſalem, a Play which T 
never faw; but 1n the Catalogue printed 
with the O/4 Law, 'tis aſcrib'd to one Thomas 

Legge. | 
Dick Scorner, a Play mention'd in Mr. A7rþ. 
man's Catalogue, but a I never ſaw: nor 
| | | do 
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do I know what ſpecies of Dramatick Poetry 


Edward the Third his Reign, a Hiſtory ſun- 


dry times play'd about the City of Zonam;; 
printed 49. Lond. 1599. The Plot 1s founded 
on Exghiſh Chronicles: See Wal/mgham, M. 


Weſtminſter, Fabian, Froifſart, Pol. Virgil, Hol. 


ling ſhead, Stow, Speed, dye. See belides Aiſcha-' | 
fias Major, and a Novel call'd 7 he Counteſs of 


Salisbury oQtavo, tranſlated from the French. 

Etbvira, or The worſt not always true; a GCo- 
medy written by a Perfon of Quality, (ſuppos'd 
to be the Lord Dzzby) and printed 49. Lond, 
1607. 

Empreſs of Morocco, a. Farce acted by His 
Majeſty's Servants ; ſaid to be writ by Thomas 
Duffet, and printed 4,0, Lond. 1674. 

Enehſh Princeſs, or The Death of Richard 
the Third; a Tragedy 1n Heroick Verſe, aſcri- 
bed to Mr. Fob. Carel, and printed 4%. Lond. 
1673. For the Plot, lee Fabian, Pol. Firgil, 
Holling ſhead, Grafton, Stow, Speed, Baker, oyc. 


Engliſh-men for Money, or A Woman will 


have her Will; a pleaſant Comedy:divers times 


ated with great applauſe ; printed. 4o. Lond. 


I 626. 

Enough's as good as @ Feaſt, a Comedy,which 
I never ſaw, but mentioned by Mr. Azr&ran. 
Every 
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Every Woman im her Humour, a Comedy, 
printed quarto Loud. 1609. 


Vat 


Fa&ions Citizen, or The Melancholy Yiſiner ; 
a Comedy acted at the Duke's Theatre ; and 
printed quarto Lond. 1685. 

Fair Em, the Miller's Danghter of Manche. 

q iter ; av77h the Love of William 7he Conqueror ; 
a pleaſant Comedy ſundry times publickly acted. 
in the Honourable City of Zonden,by. the Right 
Honourable, the Lord S7ranze his Servants ; 
printed quarto Lond. 1631. 

Fair Maid of Briſtow, a Comedy play'd at 
Hampton, before the King and Queen's moſt 
Excellent Majeſties; printed quarto Zond. 160g. 
in a Black Letter. 

Falſe Favourite diſgrac'd, and the Reward of 
Loyalty ; a Tragi-comedy never acted, printed 
oftavo Lond. 1657. This Play 1s aſcribed to 
George Gerbier D Ounvilly. 

Fatal Fealouſte, a Tragedy acted at the Duke's 
Theatre, and aſcribed by ſome to Mr. Pane ; 
printed quarto Z0ud.1673. Part of the Plot 1s 
in Johannes Gigas's Poſtills : See beſides 7 he- 
atre of God's Fudgments, 2.9 part p. 55. Unfor- 

J 7unate Lovers, Nov. I. . 

Feigned Aſtrohoger, a Comedy tranilated from 
the French of «Monſieur Corneile ; and. printed 
49. Lond. 1668. The Plot of this Play |which 
1s borrow'd from Cal/deron's E1 Aftrologo fingido} 
1s made uſe of 1n the Story of the French Mar- 
gueſs, 1n the /luſtrions Baf/a, when he play'd 
the part of the Fergned A/trologer. 

L1 2 Fidele 


530 An Account of the 


do I know what ſpecies of Dramatick Poetry 


it 15, 

Divinee Maſque, printed in quarto Loud.---- 
The Title-page of mine 1s loſt, but 'tis dedi. 
cated to General «Monk, by One Anthony Sa- 
ker, who I take to be the Author. 


Hb. 
Edward the Third his Reigs, a Hiſtory ſun- 


dry times play'd about the City of London; 


printed 49. Lond. 1599. The Plot 1s founded 


on Engliſh Chronicles: See Walling ham, M.. | 
Weſtminſter, Fabian, Froifſart, Pol. Virgil, Hol- 

ling ſhead, Stow, Speed, gc. See beſides /Hſcha- 
ſias Major, and a Novel call'd 7he Counteſs of 


Salisbury oCtavo, tranſlated from the French. 

Etira, or T he worſt not ahways true; a Co- 
medy written by a Perſon of Quality, (ſ{uppos'd 
to be the Lord Dzgby) and printed 49. Lond. 
1607. | 

Empreſs of Morocco, a. Farce a&ted by His 
Majeſty's Servants ; ſaid to be writ by 77 ron 
Duffet, and printed 4,0. Lond. 1674. 

£nghſh Princeſs, or The Death of Richard 
the Third ; a Tragedy 1n Heroick Verſe, aſcri- 
| bed to. Mr. 7obn. Care, and printed 4% Lond. 
1673. For the Plot, ſee Fabian, Pol. Firgil, 
Hollingſhead, Grafton, Stow, Speed, Baker, vc. 

Engliſh-men for Money, or A Woman. will 
have her Fill; a pleaſant Comedy'idivers times 


acted with great appſauſc; printed. 49. Lond. 


1626. 

Enough's as good as @ Feaſt, a Comedy,which 
I never ſaw, but mentioned by Mr. A7rkman. 
Every 
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Every Woman n her Humour, a Comedy, 
printed quarto Loud. 1609. 


at 


Fa&jons Citizen, or T he Melancholy YViſuner ; 
a Comedy acted at the Duke's Theatre ; and 
printed. quarto Lond. 1685. 

Fair Em, the Miller's Danghter of Manche. 
ſter ; aw/7h the Love of William 7he Congueror ; 
a pleaſant Comedy ſundry times publickly ated. 
of 3 ages} pus J. ACHE, 
in the Honourable City of London,by. the Right 
Honourable, the Lord Strange his Servants ; 
printed quarto Lond. 1631. 

Fair Maid of Briſtow, a Comedy play'd at 
Hampton, before the King and Queen's moſt 
Excellent Majeſties; printed quarto Zond. 160g. 
in a Black Letter. _ 
 Palſe Favourite diſgrac'd, and the Reward of 
Loyalty ; a T ragi-comedy never acted, printed 
otavo Lond. 1657. This Play 1s aſcribed to: 
George Gerbier D'Ounvilly. 

Fatal Fealouſte, a 'Tragedy acted at the Duke's 
Theatre, and aſcribed by ſome to Mr. Pane ; 
printed quarto Z0ud.1673. Part of the Plot is 
in Zohannes Gigas's Poſtills : See beſides T he- 
atre of God's Fudgments, 2.5 part p. 55. Unfor- 
tunate Lovers, Nov. 1. ' 

Feigned Aſtrologer, a Comedy tranſlated from 
the French of «Monſieur Corneille ; and. printed 
49. Lond. 1668. The Plot of this Play | which 
s borrow'd from Calderon's El Aſtrologo fingiao} 
1s made uſe of in the Story of the French Mar- 
gueſs, 1n the ///uſtrious Baſ/a, when he play'd 
the part of the Fezgned Atrologer. 

L1 2 Fidele 
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Fidele and Furtunatus : 1 know not what ſort 
of Play it 1s, whether Comedy or Tragedy, hav- 
ing never ſeen it; but in Old Catalogues 'tis 
aſcribed to 7 homas Harker. 
| Flora's Pagarzwes, a Comedy atted at the The- 
atre-Royal,by His Majeſty's Servants: aſcribed 
to Mr. Rhodes, and printed quarto Zond. 1670. 
This Plot of Orante's making uſe of the Fryar, 
to carry on her Intrigue with Z#dovico, 1s 
Guided on Boccace, Day 3. Nov. 3. 

Free-Will, a Tragedy, which I know not | 
where or when printed, the Title-page of Mine 
being loſt. "Twas written Originally in /7a- 
tan by F. N. B. which I take to be Franciſcus 
Niger Baſjentius, and was tran{lated into #1- 
gliſh by H. C. that 1s Henry Cheek. 'Tis print- 
edin an Old Zneliſh Charatter. 

Fulgeims and Lucrelle, a Piece of which I can 
g1ve no Account having never ſeen 1. 


CG. 


Ghoſt, or The Woman wears the Breeches ; 
a Comedy writ 1n the Year 1640. and printed 
quarto Lond, 1650. 


Hell's Higher Court of Fuftice, or The Tryal 
&f the Three Polttick Ghoſts, viz. Oliver Crom- | 
well, A7ng of Sweden, and Cardinal Mazarine ; 
printed quarto Lond. 16Gt. 

Hiſtrwmaſtux, or The Player whipt ; printed 
quarto Z0ud. 1610. This Play was writ in the | 
time of Queen £#/2abeth, tho' not printed till | 
afterwards; as appears by the laſt Speech, 

| ſpoken 


Dy amatick Poets. $32. 


ſpoken by Peace to. Aftrea, under which Name 

Te Queen 1s ſhadowed. T 
Henry the Fifth his Yittories, contaming the = 

Honourable Battle of Agin-court ; a Hiltory, 

acted by the Kmgs Majeſties Servants, printed 

quarto Lond. 1617. For the Plot, ſee the Emn- 

glſh Chronicles, as Follingſhead, Stow, Speed, 

C 


Flefor, or The Falſe Challenge ; a Comedy 
written in the Year 16F5F. and printed quarto 
Lond. 1656. I know not the Author of this 
Play ; but TI think it may vye with many Co- 
medies writ ſince the Reflauration of the 
Stage. | 

 Hyppolitus, a Tragedy, which ( as I have 
been told) 1s printed in oftavo, and tranſlated 
from Seneca by Zamund Preſiwith, For the 
Plot, ſee the Poets, as Owd's Epiltke of Phe- 
ara to Fyppolitus : his Metamorphoſis, Lib: 6. 
Pre. An. Lib. 7. 

Hoffman hzs Trageay, or A Revenge for a Fa- 
ther ; acted divers times with great_applauſe, 
at the Phenix 1n Drary-laue ; and*printed 49. 
Lond. 1631. This Play was adopted by One 
Hugh Perry, and by him ſent to the Preſs, and 
dedicated to his. Honoured Friend Mr. Richard 
Kihvert. | | 

How a Man may chuſe a Good Wife from a 
Bad; a pleaſant conceited Comedy, ſundry 
times acted by the Earl of Yorcefter's Servants; 
Y andprinted 4*. Zond. 1634. The Story of A4n- 

| ſelme's ſaving of Young Arthur's Wite, by tak- 
Y ing her out of the Grave, and carrying her to 
his Mother's Houſe, is the Subje& of other 

|  ÞY 20 NO Plays : 


. 534 An Acconnt-of the 
Plays: and ſuch a Story 1s related 1n ſeveral 
Novels ; ſee the 9. Nov. of the Pleaſant Com. 
panion (printed oftavo Lond.1684.) call'd Love 
12 the Grave. But the Novel which I take to 


be the foundation of this Play, 1s 1n Cyntha 
Girald;, Dec. 3. Nov. 5. 


l. 


Facob and Eſan, an Interlude mentioned 1n 
former Catalogues, which I never ſaw: tho' 
*tis eaſy to gueſs that 'tis founded on Scripture 
Story ; ſee Gene/ts Ch. 25, 26, &c. See belides | 
Foſephus Lib. 1. Tornett Annals, (5c. 

Zack Drum's Entertamment, or 1 he Comedy 
of Paſquil and Katherine ; ſundry times ated 
by the Children of Paul's, and printed 49.Lond. 
1616. e Mammon $ poyloning Katherme's Face, 
reſembles the Uſage of Demagoras to Parthenra, 
 1n-Argalus and Parthena. 
Jack Frggler. ſtiled a Comedy by Old Cata- 
Togues; 'of which (having neverſeenit) I can 
v1ye no Account. | 

Fack Straw's Life and Death, a Notable Re- 
hel in Fngland ; who was &iHled in Smith-fields 
by the Lord Mayor of London : printed-quarto 
Lond. 1593, This Play, I-know not for what | 
reaſon, 1s divided into but four Acts. For the 
Plot, ſee the Zng/zſh Chronicles, as Pol. Piretl, 
Hollingſhead, Stow, Speed, gc. in the Reign of 
King R:chard the Second. 
 Fames the Fourth, a Hiſtory mentioned in 
tormer Catalogues, which T never ſaw ; but I 
ſuppoſe the Play is founded on the Story of the 
King ol Sozland of that Name. 

; SN Fero- 
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Zeronymo, the Firit part ; with the Wars of 
Portugal, or The Spaniſh Tragedy ; containing 
the Life and Death of Don Andrea: a Tra- 
gedy, printed 45. Lond. 160F. : 
 Feronymo 1s mad again, or The Spaniſh Tra- - 
geay,; containing the Lamentable End of D.FZo- 
ratio, and Bellimperin ; with the pittiful Death 
of Feronymo : printed quarto Zond.1623. This 
Play has been divers times acted, and ſeveral 
J.ines have been quoted out of it, by ſeveral 
Authors ; as thoſe may ſee that will read over 
Every man in his Flumour, Bird in a Cage, Love 
ahh find out the way, (9x. ' 

Tmpatient Poverty, {tiled a Comedy by ſome 
Catalogues. This Play I never ſaw. 

Imperial Tragedy ; taken out of a LatinPlay, 
and yery much altered, by a Gentleman for hits 
own Diverſion; who on the importunity of 
Friends, conſented -to have it 'pubhſhed, bur 
without his' Name : Becauſe | many ( ſays 
he) do cenſure Plays according to their Opi- 
nion of the Author. Thais Play was printed 
Fol. Lond.1669. and has been ated (1t I miſtake 
not) at the Nurſery in Barbican. For the Story, 
ſee eMarceltinus, and Caſſwdorus, in their Chro- 
nicles concerning Zenon. See beſides Zonaras, 
Haronins, Godeau, (Fc. GR 
- Zaterlude of Touth, an ON, Serious, Inftru- 
ctive Piece; written 1n Verſe, and printed at 
London 1n quarto, in an Old CharaGter : As to 
the Date hereof, or the Title-page, T am igno- 
. rant, mine being loſt. 

_ Fohn the Evanzclift, a Piece which I never 


law. 
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Foſeph's Afiitions, another: tho' the Title. 
page of both ſhew the Subjeft Divine. 
Fovtal Crew, or The Devil turned Rauter'; 
an Interlude which TI never ſaw; tho' being 
mentioned in Mr. Azrkman's Catalogue, I could 
not omit 1t. 
K. 


King and Queen's Entertainment at Rich- 
mond, after their Departure from Oxiord ; 2 
a Maſque preſented by the moſt 1Huſtrious Price 
Prmce Charles,Sept. 1 2. 1636. printed 49. Lond, 
1636.and dedicated to the Majeſty of the Queen 
of Great Britam, by a Copy of Verſes of Ten 
Lines. The Occaſion of the Maſque was the 
Queen's Delire to ſee the Prince ( not much a- 
bove fix Years of Ag-)dance. The Dances were 
com-os d by Szmon Hopper ;ithe Muſick by Mr. 
Charles 2 ac - and the parts of the Captain 
and Drayd, were acted ſo well by the then L9. 
Buckpurſt, and Mr. Edward Sackyile, that it 
proved that Genuine Action was not ſo much 
contined to the Stage, but that a Gentleman 
might reach it, 1f not tranſcend it. 

Amnack how ro kyow an Honeſt Man, a Comedy 
which I could never meet with. | 

Knack how to know a Knave, a molt pleaſant 
and merry Comedy,fundry timesplay'd by Eaw. 
Allen ; with Kemp's Applauded Merriments of 


the Men of Gotcham, in Receiving the King 


into Goteham : printed quarto Lond.1594. The 
Serious part of this Play is the Story of Kin 
Edgar, Ethenwald and Alfreda. See Malmeſ- 
bury, Pol Virgil, Walſmgham, Grafton, Stow, Or: 
Tre 
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The Play 1s pranted in Old Black Letter, and 
lays open the Vices of the Age, being detected 
by Honelty. 
Knave in grain,new vampt; a Comedy acted at 
the Fortune, many Days together, with great 
applauſe; and printed 49. Lond. 1640. "This 
Play has given Subje& to the late Novels,” as 
Faulid's Cheating his Drunken Gueſts (AC 3*) 
1s repeated by A7rfman, in the Third part of 
the ZEnghſh Rogue Ch. 13 His Cheating the 
Countryman ot the piece of Gold, At 5** 1s re- 


vived 1n the Account of the laſt Froſt 1684. 1n 
octavo Þp. 46. oY 


Knavery in all Trades, or The Coffee-Houſe ; a 
Comedy acted 1n the Chri/imzas Holy-days, by 
leveral Apprentices with great Applaule; 

J printed quarto Zond. 1664. I know not with 
what Applauſe it might be acted privately; 
but I preſume it would not meet with Succeſs 
on the Stage in Dorſet Garden, nay nor in the. 
Nurſery, for I can find no Plot in 1t. 


L. 


Lady Alimony, or The Alunony-Lady ; an Ex- 
cellent pleaſant Comedy ; duly authoriſed, dai- 
ly acted, and frequently followed :*printed 49. 
Lond. 1659. | 


Late Revolution, or The Happy Ghange ; a 
Tragi-comedy aCted throughout the Zngliſh 
Dominions, 1n the Year 1688. Written by a 
Perſon of Quality, and printed Lond. 1590. 
This Play begins, from the Birth of the late 

Prince of Wales, to the Arrival of Our preſent 
© | ge Kor Ma © 


7 * 
- 

- 
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Majeſty at Zxeter ; and concludes the whole 
. Cataſtrophe of our late Aﬀairs. 

Laws of Nature, a Play which I never ſaw. 

Levellers levelled, or T he [ndependents Con- 
fpriracy to root out Monarchy ; an Interlude wru- 
_ ten by «Mercurins Pragmaticus; printed quarto 
£647. Who this Author 1s, under this Dal- | 
Bile, I know not : but 'tis eaſy to diſcover 
him a FRoyal;ſt, by his Dedication to King 
Charles the Second; and an Enemy to L2ly, 
the Almanack-maker, whom he Iaſhes under 
the Name of Or lotto. | 

Liberality atid Proaigality, a Comedy which | 
F can give no Account. 

Eingua, or The Combat of the T ongue, and the 
 Frue Senſes for Saperiority ; a pleaſant Comedy, 
printed quarto Lond. --------- Mr. Fmnſtantey 
_ ys, That the late Uſurper O/zver, ated the 
part of ZLa&us, in Cambridge, which firſt 1n- 
#ptred him with Ambition: See his Account 
of Ant. Brewer, to whom ( through miſtake) 
he aſcribes this Play, 

London or. a Witty Comedy, full 
of Various and Delightful Mirth ; often ated 
with great applauſe, and printed quarto £Lond. 
2659. This Play, or rather Laiclode for 'tis 
not divided into AQts, 1s of the Baſſe Comedy, 
writ by the French ; the Scene lying gs 
amonglit Perſons of the loweſt Rank. ial 

Look about you, a pleaſant Comedy, played 
by the Right Honourable, the Lord High Ad- 
miral's Servants, and printed 4s. Lond. 1600. 
For the Hiſtorical part, ſee the Chronicles 1n 
the Reign of King Henry the Second; vis.;Pol. 
FPrrg. Speed, Baker, Daniel gc. Zoe 
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Love in its Extaſte, or T he large Prerogative.; 
a kind of Royal-Paſtoral, written long ſince by 
a Gentleman [{uppoſed by Mr.X7rkman, T know 
not on what ground, to be One Peaps] Student 
at Eaton; and printed quarto Zond.1649. The 
Author was not ſeventeen Years of Age when 
this was writ; on which Account I think the 
Play may paſs Muſter, with others of thoſe 
Times. 

Loſt Lady, a Tragi-comedy, which I never 
read, or ſaw but once, and which I remember 
was printed in Folio. . 

Love a-la-mode, a Comedy ated with (great 
applauſe, at Middleſex Houſe; written by a 
Perſon of Honour, and printed 49. Z0nud. 1663. 
Thais Play 1s juſtified by the Author,in his Pre- 
face, and uſhered into the World by three Co- 
pres of Verſes; nor 1s the Play altogether un- 
deſerving Commendation. 


Luminalia, or 7he Feſtival of Light; wper- 


ſonated in a Maſque at Court, 'by the 'Queen's 
Majeſty and Her Ladies, on Shrove-Tucfſday 
Night 1637. and printed 49. Lond. 1637. The 
Famous Mr. /nizo Jones, Surveyor of Her Ma- 
jelty's Works, had a Hand in the Contrivance 
of this Maſque, by Her Majeſty's Command. 
The Invention conſiſting of Darkneſs -and 
Laght: the Night preſented the firlt Anti- 
maſque, and the Subje& of the Main-maſque, 
1s Light. - But for the clearer Information of 
the Reader, I refer ham to the Maſque t'ſelf. - 


M1. 


e Manhood and Fiſdom, a Play nEnlone by 
OLNCT 
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other Authors, of which I: can give no Ac- 
count, never having ſeen 1t. 

eMarcus Tullins Cicero, that Famous £Ro- 
man Orator, his Tragedy; printed quarto 
Lond.1651. 1 know not whether ever this Play 
was aCted; but it ſeems to me to be written in 
Imitation of Per. Johnſon's Cataline. For the 
Plot, fee Platarch in his Life : See likewiſe his | 
own Works, H7/t. Ciceroniana, Lamb ; as allo 
Dion, Appian, oc. | | 

eMarriage of Wit and Science, an Interlude | 
which I never ſaw. : 
Maſane of Flowers; preſented by the Gentle- | 
men of Grays-/nn, at the Court at Yh1tehall, | 
in the Panguettimg-houſe upon 7 welfth-NVight 
1631. Being the laſt of the Solemnities and | 
Magnzficences which were performed at the | 
Marriage of the Right Honourable, the Earl | 
of Sommerſet, and the Lady Frances, Daughter | 
of the Earl of Suffo/k, Lord Chamberlain; 
printed 42. Lond. 1614. This Maſque 1s ded1- 
cated to Sir Francis Bacon, Attorney General 
to King James the Firit, 

eMaſjenello, (but rightly Tomaſo Amello di } 
Malfa, General of the Neopolitans) his Tragedy ; 
or 7 he Rebellion of Naples : printed in oftayo | 
Lond. 1631. This Play was written by a | 
Gentleman, who was an Eye-witneſs where | 
this was really. ated, upon that Bloody Stage, 
the Streets of Naples, An. D. 1647. 'Tis dedi- 
cated to John Cz/ar, of Hyde-Hall,n the Coun- 
e/ of Hertford Eſquire, by his Kinſman T, B. 
the Pub] iſher. For the Plot, or rather the Hi- 
ltory, read Aexander Giraffi's/Hiltory of co 
| "——B5; 
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ples, tranſlated by F. Zowe!/: See beſides Du 
Perdier Hiſtoire Untverſelle, &c. | 
eMercurius Britannicus, or The Engliſh [n- 
zelligencer ; a T ragi-comedy acted at Pars with 
great applauſe, printed 1641. The Subject of 
this Play 1s about the Buſineſs of Ship-money 
the Judges being arraign'd under teigned 
Names : as for Example, Jultice ZZuz7on, 1s 
called Forten/ins ; and Juſtice Cook, Corvus Aci- 
has: Prin 1s allo introduced under. the Name 
of Priuner, There are but Four Ads, and of 
the Fifth, the Epilogue gives the following 
Account. * It is determined by the ,/&ls, the 
Miſtreſs of publick Plays, that the next Day 
© (by Fove's Permiſſion) the Fifth Act ſhall be 
© ated upon Tyber ; I ſhould ſay Tybarne, by a 
© New Soclety of Abalamites. #7ve le Roy. 
eMerry Devil of Edmonton, a Comedy aGted 
ſundry times by his Majeſty's Servants, at the 
Globe on the Bank-fide, and printed 49. Lond. 
1655. This Play is ſaid by A7r4man, to be 
writ by Shakeſpear ; tho' finding no Name to 
it, I have plac'd 1t amongſt thoſe that are Ano- 
nymous. 'This Play is founded on the Hiſtory 
of One Peter Fabel, of whom ſee Fuller's Wor- 
thies in Middleſex, p. 186. See other Chro- 
nicles 1n the Reign of Henry the Sixth. 
e Morning Ramble, or The Town Humours ; 
a Comedy ated at the Duke's Theatre, printed. 
49. Lond.1673. This Play 1s ſaid to be written 
by One Mr. Pane, and may be accounted a good 
Comedy. | | 
eMuceaorus, the King's Son of Valencia, and. 
 Amadine the Amg's Daughter of Arragon; with 
. = OP 
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the Merry Conceits of Mouſe : a Comedy ated 
by his Highneſs's Servants at the T/obe, and be- 
fore the King's Majelty at #h:7ehall on Shrove- 


Tueſday Night; printed 49. 1668. This Play 
3s ſaid by former Catalogues to have been writ 
by. Shakeſpear ; and was, I preſume, printed be. 
fore this Edition. It has been frequently the 
Diverſion of Country-people, in Chri/imas 
Time. 

, eMuſe off New-market, containing Three 
Drolls ; viz. Merry M:ilh-maids of Ihington, or 
The Rambling Gallants defeated : Love loſt in the 
Dark, or The Drunken Couple : Politick Whore, 
or The Conceited Cuckold : ated at New-market, 
and printed quarto Loud.1681. All thele Three 
Drolls are ſtollen (as I remember) from Plays : 
but not having them by me, I cannot tell the 
particulars. 

Miſtaken Beauty, or The Lyar ; a Comedy 
acted by their Majcllzes Servants, at the The- 
atre-Royal, printed quarto Zond 1685. This 
Comedy: is tranſlated from a Play of P. Cor- 
neilles, call'd Le Mentenr. 


N. 
Nero's Tragedy, printed Lond. in quarto. 
- This Play-was 1n former Catalogues call'd Ne- 
ro uewly written; becauſe 'twas writ after that 
of Claudius Tiberius Nero ; which through 
Airkman's want of Knowledge in Hiſtory, Fe 
call'd Nero's Life and Death: which led me: 
into the ſame Miſtake, till I came to read both 
Plays. Iknow not when either of them were 
*printed or when printed, the Title-pages q 
bot 
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both my Plays being wanting. For the Hiſto- 
ry of Domitius Nero; conſult Suetonius mir. 
Neronis Aurelins Vitor. Tacitus, Sulpitins Se- 
verus, Auguſtinus de Crutt. Dei, Enuſebius, gyc. 

New Cuftom, an Interlude no leſs witty (af 
we believe the Title-page)than pleaſant; print- 
ed in a Black Letter, quarto Zond.1573. This: 
Play 1s ſo contrivd, that Four Perſons may a& 
it; and the Deſign of 1t 1s againſt Popery, and 
to juſtify Reformarzion, which then flouriſhed in 
Queen £/:2aberh's Reign. This Play conſiſts 
of 3. As, but 1s written 1n Verſe throughout : 
ſo that had Mr. Dryaen (*) ever ſeen this Play, 
he might better have quoted it than Gondibert, 
(abich beſides being writ ſeventeen Years be- 
fore this, 1s not 1n Rime ) to prove the Anti- 
quity of Verſe. 

New-market Fair, a Tragi-comedy in 'Two 
parts ; the Firſt of which I never ſaw : but the 
Second part I have by me, and the Title of it 
is, New-market Fair, or Miſtreſs Parliaments 
New Fiearies; written by the Man in the 
Moon, and printed at To% may go hook, in quarto 
1649. The Deſign of it 1s to expoſe the Rebels 
then 1n power. 

Nice Wanton, a Comedy, which I never ſaw. 

No Boay, and Some Boay ; with the true 
Chronicle Hiſtory of Elydure, who. was: fortu-' 
_ nately three ſeveral times crown'd: King of Eng-. 
land ; acted by the Qyeen's MISS in Bo 
andprinted quarto Lond.---- For the Hiſtorical 
part of this Play, conſult Grafton, Folling ſhead, 
Pol. Yirgil, Lloyd,G&c. "Tis not divided into Ads. 
DS (17 if * / 2 «| DRESS BASIS AER 
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Old Fives Tale, a Play of which I can ſay 

nothing, having never ſeen 1t. 
Orlando Furiwſo, One of the Twelve Peers of 

France, his Hiſtory : ated before the Queen's 

Majeſty, and printed quarto Zond. i594. This 

Play is not divided into Adts ; but 1s founded 


upon the Epick Poem of Arzofto, to called, and 
tranſlated into Zngliſh by Sir Fohn Farrington. 


F, 


Paſtor Fido, or The Faithful Shepheard; a | 
Paſtoral, tranſlated out of /zalzan into Engliſh, | 
printed quarto Zonud. 1602. This was the firſt } 
Verſion of the Famous Gaarinz into Engliſh; | 
and was Excellent for thoſe Times. The Au- | 
thor, tho” his Name be unknown, was nearly | 
related to Sir Eaward Demock, Queen Eliza- | 
beth's Champion ; to whom after the Author's | 
Deceaſe, the Bookſeller dedicated it. p ; 

Pathomachia, or The Battle of Aﬀettions, i 
ſhadowed by a Peigned Siege of the City Patho- 
polis : printed quarto Loud. 1630. This Play 
was written ſome Years before ; and publiſhed 
by Fr. Conſtable, a Friend of the Deceas'd Au- 
thor's, and by him dedicated to the Lord 
Hunaſdon. "This 18,the ſame Play with that call- | 
ed Love's Loadſtone. 

Patient Griſſel, a Comedy, (ſay ancient Au- 
thors) which tho' I never ſaw, I preſume is 
founded on that Famous Story in Boccacto, I 
mean the laſt Noyel in his Book. Th 
" Pealhrs 
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| Pedlers Prophecy, a Comedy, mentioned in 
former Catalogues, of which I can give no 
Account. Ne, | PL One. 
Philotus, a very Excellent and Dele&able Co- 
medy ( as we are told in the Preface ) wherein 
we may perceive the great Inconveniencles 
that fall out in the Marriage between Old Age, 


zu 


and Youth. This Play 1s printed at Zarmbargh, 
in an Old Black Letter, An. Dom. 1612. Some 
People. have. miſtaken this. Play for. Danre/'s 
Philotas ; but this 1s of a different Subject, and 
kind of Verſe, and 1s printed 1n S7anzas.. 
. Pinder of Wakefield, a Comedy, which I 

have once ſeen; printed 1n 42. (as ] remember) 
Lone. 1632. or thereabouts:” 55 i 
 Piſe's Conſpiracy, a Tragedy aQted at the 
Duke's Theatre ; printed 49.Zond.1676. This 
Play 1s only the Tragedy of /Vero (before men- 
tion'd) Reviv'd, and printed verbatzm. For the 
Plot, ſee Suetonins, 7 acitus, oyge. 

Presbyterian Laſh,or NoGtrofte's Maid whipt; 
| 2 Tragi-comedy, acted in the Great Room at the 

Pye 7 avern at Aleate, by Nodtroff the Prieſt, 
and ſeveral of his Pariſhioners, at the Eating 
of a Chine of Beef. The Fir{t part printed for 
| theuſeof dps. pf Friends. This Play 1s 
{ dedicated to Mr. Zach. Nofroffe, by F.K. which 
I rake to be Fr. Airkman. T know not whether 
ever there were a Second part extant, or no. 

Promiſes of God manifeſted ; this T never ſaw. 

Promus and Caſſandra, in Two parts. Theſe 
are mention d 1n other Catalogues, though I 
can g1ve no Account of either. 


M m Queen, 
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Ween, or The Excellency of her ſex ; an Ex- 
celtent Ol Play, found out by a Perfon of Ho- 
nour, and given to the Publiſher, Alexander 
Gonughe ; printed 49. Lond. 1653. This Play 15 
dedicated by him to the Lady Katherine Mo- 
hun, Wife to Lotd Wirwick Mohun, Baron of 
Oakehampton. This Publiſher is applauded by 
two Copies of Verſes before the Play. The 
Plot of Sala//a's Swearing Yelaſco not to tight, 
is founded on a Novel, ſaid to be Bandelto's, 
which the Reader may peruſe in Les Dixhut 
Hiſtoires Tragicques, par Fr. De Belleforeſt, 89. 
Nov. 13. P. 285. 


R. 


Rampant Alderman, or News from the Ex- 
change ; a Farce, printed quarto. Loud. 1685. 
This Farce 1s patcht up out of ſeveral Plays, 
as Fine Companion; (5c. | oF 

Reformation, a Comedy acted at the Duke's 
Theatre; and printed 40. Loud. 16732, This 
Play 1s afcr1bed to Mr. Arrow/mth ; andis a 
very good Comedy. _ 


Rehearſal, a Comedy ated at the. Theatre- 


Royal; printed 4.) Edit. ] uarto Lond. x68 2. 
This Play 1s aſcribed to the: Late Duke of 
Buckingham, and will ever be valued by Inge- 
nous Men. There are ſome who pretend to 


turnith a Clavis to it; my Talent not lying to 


Politicks, I know no more of it, than that the 
Author laſhes ſeyeral Plays of Mr. Dryden; as 
| | C'811- 
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on of Granada, Tyranick Love, Love in a 
Numery ; and ſome paſlages of other Plays; 
as The Stege of Rhodes, Virgin Widow, $ inbres 
Maid, YVilkam, Eng hifh Mon/tenr,; (5. Hong: 
Religions Rebel, a Tragi-comedy 1n quarto, 
which I hayE only once ſeen; birt caft give'no 
Account of. CO OL YER C0131 005 FI9TOA 
Return from Parnaſſus, or The Scourge of Si- 
2ony ; a Comedy publickly acted by the Stu- 
dents of St. Zohbn's Colledge in Cambridee,print- 
ed quarto Lo#d-----:-- In. this Play, the Poets 
of thoſe times are cenſured: and this: 1s the 
Original of Dr. 71's, Benefice, which 1s now 
In Print. WS. Ties 
Revenge, or A Match th New-gate ; a Come- 
dy acted at the Duke's Theatre, and printed 
quarto Loud. 1680. This Play is aſcribed to 
Mrs. Behbw ; ' but 1s indeed a Play of Mar/ton's 
revived, and called 7 he Dutch Cir tezan. 
Rivals, a Tragi-comedy 1n quarto, which at 
preſent I have not; bur haye heard Mr. Cade- 
Z manu, for whom (as IT think ) 1t was printed, 
 fay it was writ by Sir 72, D' Avenant.” 
F FPobin Hood's Paſtoral May Games ; which I 
W know not. _ WT 
| Robin Food, and his Crew of Sonltiers ; of 
E the ſame Stamp, and which I never ſaw. 
* Romulus and Her/ilin, or The Sabine War ; 
2 Tragedy acted at the Duke's Theatre, and 
printed quarto Lozd. 1683. For the Plot, ſee 
Livy, lib. 1. Ovidii Met. hb. 14. Plut. in Vit.Ro- 
mul ; Florus,Dionyſtus Hallicarnaſſieus Yelleins 
Paterculus, Futrop. & c. | = 
Royal Maſque at Hampton-Court, preſented 
” | M m 2 on 
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on __y Night, being the Eighth of Fannary 
1604. and perſonated by the Queen's Moſt Ex- 


cellent Majeſty, attended by Eleven Ladies of | 


Honour ; printed quarto Lond. 1604. 

Royal Yoyage, or The Iriſh Expedition ; a 
Tragi-comedy,printed quarto Lond.1690. The 
Subje of this Play is known by the Title. 


" 07 


 Salnaciaa Spolia, a Maſque preſented by the 
King and Queen's Majeſties, at Fh:tehaft on ® 
Tueſday, the 21*t of January 1639, and printed 


quarto Lond. 1639, The Invention, Orna. * 


| 
E: 
ment, Scenes, and Machines, with their De- 
icriptions, were made by Mr. /nigo Zones, Sur- | 


FR, 
oy 


veyor General of His Majeſty's Works. What | 


was ſpoken, or {ung, by Sir 7H. D' Avenant ; 
and the Mulick was compos'd by Mr. Zew:s 
Richard, Maiter of Her Majeſties Muſick. 
Sicelides, a Piſcatory, a&ted in K?7ngs Colledge 
12 Cambridge; and printed quarto Lord. 1637. 
The Serious parts of this Play, are moſt writ 


ag: 


1n: Verſe; with Chornas's between the ARs. 3 


Perindus, telling to Armillus the Story of Glar- 


cus, Scylla, and Circe, ARt 1. SC. 4. 1s taken from | 
Ovid's Met. lib. 13. Atychas fighting with, 'and 
killing the Or#, that was to have devoured | 
Olynaa, 1s an Imitation of Perſeus gy Andro- | 


ia 
bs 


meas, Ovid. Mer. lib. 4. or elſe Orlando Furioſo, | 
Book eleventh. EN Y 
Shoomaker's Holyaay, or The Gentle-Craft ; | 
with the Flumorous Life of Simon Eyre, Shoo- | 
maker, and Lord Mayor of London: a Comedy | 
TE Oo 
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acted before theQueen's moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
on New-Year's Day at Night, by the Right Ho- 
nourable the Earl of Nottingham, Lord High 
Admiral his Servants; printed 4o. Lond. 1657. 
This Play is dedicated, To all Good Fellows, 
Profeflors of the Genzle-Craft, of what Degree 
ſoever. For the Plot, I can direct you to no 
other, but the Book of the Gentle-Craf?, in 
Quarto. | 2 
Stege of Conſtantinople, a Tragedy acted at 
the Duke's Theatre; and printed quarto Lond. 
1675. For the Plot ſee Chalcoconaylas, Con- 


ftantinopolts a Mahammaaa, Secund. Expugnata. 


Paulus Fovins, Hen. Pantaleon, Knolles, (Fc. 

Sir Clyomon, Kn:ght of the Colean-ſhield, Son 
to the King of Denmark ; aud Clamydes, the 
White Knight, Son to the King of Swavia, (both 
Valiant Kmghts) their Hiſtory : printed quarto 
Lond. 1599. This Play 1s written in Old Fa- 
ſhion'd Verſe, and 1s very heavy in Reading. 

Sr Gyles Goole-cappe, Anght ; a Comedy 
acted with great applauſe, at the Private-houſe 
in Sa/zsbury Court; printed quarto Lond. 1 636.” 


2 and dedicated by the Publiſher Z7ugh Perry, to 


Rich. Toung Eq; of Yooley-Farm, 1n the Coun- 
ty of Fer. 

Sr Salomon, or The Cautious Coxrcomb; a 
Comedy acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke . 
of Tork's Theatre; printed 49.Zond.1671. This 


Play is Originally French, being a Tranſlation 


from Mohere's L' Ecole des Femmes. It was 

tran{lated ( as I have heard) by Jebn Care/t; 

and own d in the Epilogue as a Tranſlation. 
Mm 2} Whats 
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What we have brought before you was not meaut 
for a New Play, but a new Precedent ; 
For we with modeſty our T heft avow, 
(7 here 1s ſome Conſcience ſhewn m ſtealing t08) 
And openly declare, that if our Cheere 
Doth hit your Palates,you muſt thank Mollere. 


This Play was frown'd and pelted at, (to uſe 
the Author's own Expreſſion)by many Perſons, 
who thought themſelves Crzzzc&s : but not- 
withſtanding 1t met with Succeſs in the Acti- 
on: And the Author has ſuthciently juſtified 
his Play, in his Za Critigne de L, Ecole des 
Femmes, to whom I refer the Reader. 

 Solyman and Perſeaa, their Trageay ; wherein 
is laid open Love's Conftancy, Fortune's Tncon- 
tancy, aud Death's Triumphs : printed quarto 
Lond. 1599. This Play, T preſume was neyer 
acted, neither 1s 1t divided 1nto Acts. 

_ Sophifter, a Comedy printed 49.1638. I know 
not where this was acted, or printed,the Title- 
page of my Play being loſt. 

Spaniſh Bawd, repreſented in Celeflina ; or 
Caliſto and Melibea; a Tragi-comedy, wherein 
15 contained, beſides the Plealantneſs and 
Sweetnels of the Stile, many Philoſophical Sen- 
tences, and profitable InſtruQAtions, fit for the 
Younger Sort : Shewing the Deceits and Sub- 
tilties houſed in the Boſom of falſe Servants, 
and Cunny-catching Bawds : printed Fol. Loud. 
1631. This Play 1s. Originally: Spanih, and 
_ tranllated into Zxg/fh by a Spaniard, One Don 
Dtego Pnede-ſer ; * and by him dedicated to Sir 
Thomas Richardſon : the ſame Author tranſlated 
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Hgus' de Cervantes his Exemplary Novels, - 
Fol. Lond. 1664. 

Step-mother, a Tragi-comedy ated with 
great applauſe, at the Theatre in Lattle Lin. 
colns-Tnn-Fields, by his Highneſs the Duke of 
Tark's Servants ; printed quarto Lond. 1664. , 
Strange Diſcovery, a Tragi-comedy, printed 
in quarto. I know not when this Play was 
atted, or where printed, mine having not the 
Title-page : but I know very well that both 
the Plot and the Language is borrowed irom 
Heliogorus his /Ethiopick Hiltory ; which I 
take to be One of the moſt Ancient (1t not the 
arit) Romances extant. 

Suſanna's Tears, a Play which I neyer ſaw. 

Swetuam, the Woman-bater, arraizn'd by We- 
men; a Comedy ated at the Red-Bull, by the 
Queen's Seryants; and printed quarto Lond. 
1620. 'Tho' this Play ſeems deſigned chiefly 
as a Scourge for 7oſepb Swetnam's Scandalons 
Pamphlet againſt the Female Sex, called 7 he 
Arraigument of lew'd, idle, froward, and ancon- 


ſtant Woman, printed quarto Lond.'1617. Yet 


the Play is founded on Story much elder, which 
I have read 1n Spaniſh in Twelves, and 1s In- 
titled, Hiſtoria de Aurelia, y 1ſabella Hija del 
Rey de Eſcotia, donde ſe diſputa quien da mas 0c- 
caſion ae peccar, el Hombe a la muger, 0 Ig muger 
al Flomber. 


F. 


Tempe reſlored, a Maſque preſented by the 
Queen and Fourteen Ladies, to the King's Ma- 
M m 4 : jelty 
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jelty at //41tehall; on Shrove-Tueſaay 1631. and 
printed quarto Lond. 1631. This Maſque 1s 
founded on the Story of Czrce : fee Ovid's Me- 
tamorphoſis, Book 14. The Verſes were writ 
by Mr. Aure/an Townſend: The Subject and 
Allegory of the Maſque, with the Deſcriptions 
and Fpparatus of the Scenes, were invented 
by Mr. Jo Jones, Surveyor of His Majeſties 
Works. 

Therfites, an Interlude, which I never ſaw. 
Tom Eſjence, or The Modifh Wife; a Co- 
medy acted at the Duke's Theatre ; printed 42. 
Lond. 1677. This Play 1s founded on two 
French Plavs, vis. Molhere's Spanarelte, ou Le 
Cocu /magiaire ; and 7 ho. Corneifle's D. Ceſar 
D' Avalos, in the part of Love-all's Intrigue 
with Lace - without the Reader wall ſuppoſe 
that he follow'd a Spanzſh Novel, call'd The 
Trapanuner trapann'd: and for the Buſineſs of 
Tom Eſſence and his Wife, copyed Sir William 
D Avenant's Play-Houſe to be Let, AQ Hith, 
which 1s a Tranſlation from the former. This 

PR 1s {aid to be writ by One Mr. Raw/ns. 
zherins ( Claudins Nero) his Tragical Life 
and Death ; a Tragedy in quarto. This Play 
uſed to be placed under the Title of Nero's 
Life and Death ; which made People miſtake 
it for the Lite of Nero Czſar, who was the 
Sixth Emperour of Rome: this being the 
Third, T know not when this Play was print- 
ed, or where a&ted, mine wanting the Title- 
page : but tor the Plot, read Sueronns, T acttus, 

Dion, Vitor, Eutropins, &C. | 
Tom Tyler, and his Wife ; an Excellent old 
Play 


CITE 
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Play adted about a Hundred and thirty Years 
ago, and printed quarto Zond.1661. Thas Play 
is printed in an Old Engliſh Letter, and 1s writ 
in a kind of Farlesk Verlie, where the Author 
affets an odd fort of Chiming, in the middle 
of each Line. The Deſign of the Play, 1s to 
repreſent aShrew,and teach the way to humble 
her. The Plot of this Play has ſome Relem- 
blance with Mr. Poz//on's Le Sot venge. © 

Traytor to himſelf, or Man's Heart his greate 
Enemy ; a Moral Interlude, in Heroick Verlſe; 
Repreſenting the Careleſs, Hardned, Returning, 
Deſpairing, and Renewed Heart : with Inter- 
me oh at the Clole of each ſeveral At. Aﬀed 
by the Boys of a Publick School at a Breaking- 
up 3 and publiſhed fo as 1t may be uſeful,on the 
like Occaſion : printed Oxon. 1678. I find no- 
thing Remarkable in 'this Play, but that 'trs 
writ without Womens parts; which the Au- 
thor ſays he never thought fit to put on Boys. 
I remember not any Play, but Phantus his 
Captrivez, that is thus writ; and yet notwith- 
Hancing 1t 1s generally accounted an Admirable 

ay. 

7 rue Trojans, or Fuirmus Troes ; being a Sto- 
ry 'of the Brizams Valour at the' Romans firſt 
Invaſion : publickly preſented by the Gentle- 
men Students of Magdalen Colledge in Oxford ; 
and printed quarto Zond. 1633. For the Plot 
or Story, the Author has follow'd Zivy, Hb. 3. 
Czſar's Commentaries, lib.4. oy 5, and Galfridus 
Monumetenſis, lib. 4. as you may ſee by the per- 
uſal of the Drammatis Perſons. 

Tryal of Chivalry ; a Play, of which I can 
| g1Ve 


554 An Account of the 


giye no Account, having never ſeen it. 

| Tryalof Treaſure ; a Play, to which I am as 
much a itranger. 

Tunbridge Welts, or A Days Courtſhip; a Co- 

medy acted at the Duke's Theatre,and printed 
guarto Lord. 1678. This 1s ſaid (1n the Title- 
age) to be writ by a Perſon of Quality : tho' 
I have been told it was writ by Mr. Rawls: 
But whoever was the Author, 'tis certainly 
inferiour to Zpſom Hells, in point of Humour 
and Repartee. 

 Tyrannical Government, another Play, which 
I neyer ſaw. 

U. 


Unfortunate Uſurper, a Tragedy, printed 47. 
Lond. 1663. This bla! 1S Tae by the FA 
thor (who ever he was) to his Honoured and 
Highly Eſteemed Friend, Mr. Edward Umfre- 
uzlle, For the Plot, 'tis founded on Hiltory ; 
being the Story of Audronicus Comnenus : See 
Glrcas, Leunclaius, Choniates, Cantacuſeuus, Nt- 
ceras, Barouius, &yc. This Play 1s ſhort of that 
of /74/on's on the ſame SubjeR : but 1n the 
Fifth A& Sc.3. there is a paralel between thoſe 
Times and Ours, in Reference to the Late Re- 
bellion; which I take to be the beſt thing in 
the Play. 
Ungrateful Fquonrite, a Tragedy written b 

a Perſon of Hononr; and printed quartg Lond 
1664. The Scene of this Play lies in Naples ; 
hut 10 what King's Reign this happencd, I am 
not able to gueſs; {o that whether 1t be founded 


on Romance Or Hiſtory, I leaye tx the Enquiry 
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 Drawatict Poets. 555 


_ of thoſe who have read Paudulpbus Collenitinus, 


ov. Pontanus, Guicciardine, or others Writers 


of the Aﬀairs of Naples. 


HW. 


LA arning for Fair WH men, a Tragedy, con- 


Murther of Mr.George Sanders, of .London,Mer- 


chant, near Shooters. 14 ; conſented unto by 
his own Wile ;. a&ted by Capt. George Brown, 
Mrs Drary, and ruſty Roger, Agents therein, 
with their ſeveral Ends. This Play was 1n 


Vogue in Queen E/zaberh's Time : and divers 


times acted by the Right Honourable, the L.4 


 Chamberlain's Servants. Tis not divided in- 


to Acts, and full of Dumb-thews, according to 
the Mode of thofe Times; the Prologue and 
Epilogue , being ſpoken by Tragedy: "Ts 
printed 1n a Black Letter 49. Lond. i599. 
Wealth and Health, a Play of which I can 
g1ve no Account. WY 
Weakeſt goes to the Wall, a Tragi-comedy 
played ſundry times by the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Oxenford, Lord Great Chamberlain 
of England's Servants; and printed 49. Lon. 
$0248; 7 LS A Ag 
W7ly beguiled, a pleaſant Comedy ; whexein 
the Chieteſt Actors be theſe; a Poor Scholar, 
a Rich Fool, and a Knave at a Shift : printed 
quarto £019, 16--------- 
Wine, Beer, Ale, and Tobacco contending for 
awperiority ; a Dialogue, (tho' in other Cata- 
logues ſtled an'Interlude ) printed 49. Lond. 


36508, 


Ww- 


556 An Account of the 

Wiſdom of Dr.Doaipol,a Comedy aCted by the 
Children of Pauls; and printed quarto Lond. 
1600. The Earl Caffmeere's Friendſhip, in 
marrying Deformed Corne/za, and Sharing his 


Eftate with her Father Flores, when he was 
in Affliction, and Arreſted by the Duke's Or- 


der, is copy'd from Zucian's Story of Zenothe- 


mis and Menecrates. 

Wits, or Sport upon Sport ; a Colleftion of 
Drolls and Farces, preſented at Faaurs by Strol- 
ing Players; and printed laſt Edition oftavo 
Lond. 1675. Theſe are moſt of them taken 
out of the Plays of Shakeſpear, Fletcher, Shirley, 
Marſton, &yc. There 1s a former Edition, that 
has a Table pretixed, which ſhews from what 
Play each Droll 1s borrowed. 

Wit of a Woman, a pleaſant merry Comedy ; 
printed quarto Lond. 1604. Tho' the Author 
{l:les Hh 4 I think 1t no ways anſwers the 
SME... 

Wit led by the Noſe, or A Poet's Revenge ; 
a Tragi-comedy acted at the Theatre-Royal, 
and printed quarto Lond. 1678. The greateſt 
part of this Play ( except 2 Scene or two ) 1s 
itollen fron Chamberlain's Love's Viftory. | 

Woman turn'd Bully, a Comedy aQted at the 
Duke's Theatre; and printed quarto Loud.16ny. 
This I take to be a very Diverting Comedy. 
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An Alphabetical 


INDEX of PLAYS, 


as to the AUTHORS, Sc. 


_— 


A. £ 


Bdelazer. 18{ Albion and Alban. i5t My 
Abdicated Prince.| Albion's Triumph. 525 2 
525] Albertus Wallenſt. 232 
Abrahams Sacrifice. 7b. Albovine. 167 
Acolaſtus. — 400 Albumazar. _ $25 
Actzon and D1ana. 8 9 Alchimill. 
Adelphi. 25,273] Alcibiades. 296 
Adraſta. - 281] Alexander and Campa- 
Adventures of 5 hours. ſpe. 28 
505 AlexandrianTragec Y.2 
Agamemnon. 499] Alphonſus Emperour 
Aglaura. of Germany. 5g 
Agrippa K. of Alba. ww Alphonſus King of Ar- 
Alaham. 29] | ragon. . - $18 
Alarum for Lond. 525] Amazon Queen. - 510 
All Fools. __ $8[Ambitious Stateſm.. gx 
——for Love. 152]Amboyna, 153 
—— for Money. 334] Amends forLadies. 1 98. 
——— miſtaken. 27 Amorous Bigotte. 445 
All's loſt by Luſt, 428 ——F antal m. '332 
All's well that end Gallant. 526 
well 455] —— Old Woman. "fb. 
Albion. | 5251 —— Prince, 18 
Amo- 


Amourous War. 337, 
Amynta. 98,224 | 
Andrza. 25,273 
Andromache. 9I |, 
Andromana. Fl2T 


Andronicus Comn. 512 


Anthony and Cleopa- 
tra. 4.5 5,487 
Antigone. 363 
Antipodes. 2 F 
Antiqua 346 
Antonio & Melidia. 24. 
Antonius.. _ ul 


Any thing for : a quiet | 

Lite. 37r| 
Apdcryphall adieh.? 392] 
Apollo Shroving. 523 
Appius and Virg. 50g] 
Arcadia. 476 
Arden of Feverſh. 526 
Atgalos and Parthe. 

thenia. 


2.32 
Arjadne. F20 
ALS pits. 414: 
Ktraignment « of as 
Arthur. Fog, 


Arviragus and pi br; 


As you like Lt, 455 
Afſisnation. I54. 
Aſtrza. FILL 
Atheiſt. $865,3 96 
Atheiſt s Tragedy. yo5 
Aurengzebe. 77 


An Index of the Plays. 


B. 
RA. 476 
Band, Ruft, and 
Cut. F27 
| 'Banditt1. I'79 
Bartholmew Fair. 237 
Baſhful Eoyer.. 354 
Baſtard. "FT 
Battle of Alcazer. 76. 
{Begger's Buſh. 207 
Bell in Campo. 392 
8] Bellamira Hher Dream. 
J12 


Bellamira, or ' The Mi- 


Itrefs. 4.8”) 
 Benefice. SIL 
Bird in a Cage. 4.56 
Birch of Merlin. © 4.66 
Black Prince. 27 
Blazing World. 292 


Blind Begger of Alex- 


andria. oe 
BlindBegger of Bednial- 
Green. 118 
Blind Lady. 276 
| Bloody Banquet. 519 
—— Brother: 267 
— - Duke. $27 
Blurt Mr.Conftab. 357 
Bondman. 354. 
Bonduca. 207 
Brazen Ape. 2.60 
Brenoralr. 4.98 
Bridals. 39% 


Bride. 


Carus Marius. 
Cahliito. 


Cambyſes K. of Perſia 
4409 } 
Captain. 2.07 
Cardinal. 4.83 
Careleſs Lovers. 418 


>= Shepheardeſs. 234; 
Gemivad. 40] 
Caſe is alter'd.  298}( 
Cataline's Conſpiracy. 

.. 288 
Chabot Admiral of 
France: 499 
Challenge at Tilt. 288 
—— for Beauty. 262 


Chances. 207) 
Changes. 477} 
Changling. 2 T 


An Iides of the Plays: 


wy | 


Bride. 330 | Chaſt Maid in Cheap: 
Broken Heart. 219| fide. 377 
Brothers. 483 | Cheats. F12 
Brutus of Alba. $oo| ——- of Scapim. 397 
Bury Faar. 45 | Chriſt's Paſſion. 437 
Buſly D'Amboylſe. 60 Chriſtian turn 'd Tick! 
Byron'sConfpiracy and! -; 'S be 
"TOE. GI ChriſtmaſsMaſque: 589 

C. Cicilia and Glorifida! 

Afar Borgia. 32L | DE © + 7 
Czlar& Pomp. $2| Cid. 43! 
Ceſar $ Revenge. 527i Circe. 116 


Citizen turf1 4 Geiithes 


man. 422 
City Heireſs. TH 
— Madam. 2154 
—— Match. T7 
 —- Night-cap. 116 
| <—Polticks.' - 1:93 
— Wit. 35 
ClariciHa. ' -- $312 

Clcopatre. Tol,363 
Cloridia.- /'- '  : 283 
Clouds: 499 


'Cobler's RT FI3 
Celum Britanmicih. 43 


Charles the Firſt. 528 


Al 


France. 92 | 


Cy 


Colas Fur / $2 
Combat of Caps. 523 
————0f | Love and 

F riendſhip, 265 
; Comedy of Errors. 45 
; Committee. 276 


—— the Eighth of, Commuttee-man - cur- 


ried. 47L 


Com- 


Commons condit. '$28|. 
Common-wealth of 
Women. 180 
Confli& ol Conſcience. 
IE 
Conqueſt of China. 4.4 40 
of Granada. 157; 
Conſpiracy. 309,511 
Conſtant Maid. 477 
Nymph. $28 
Conſtantine the Great. 
: JAN | 
Contention betw. Y,ork 
and Lancaſter..: $2.8 
m—— of Ajax and U- 
_  _lyſfles. a85| 
——— for Honour Tad 
Riches. WE 
Coriolanus: IT 
Cornelia. 


Coronation. 
Coltly Whore. - 528 


| 


210 
208,478 | 


An Index of the Plays. 


Cymbeline. 


| —— Revenge. 


—— Wi 04 
Couragious Turk. 234 
Court Beggar. 36 
— ec. 
Coxcomb. - 208 
Croſus. 70M 
' Cromwell's Hiſt. - 529 
Cruel Brother. 107 

Debtor. 529 


Cuckolds Haven. $ol 
Cunning Lover. - - 32 
Cupid and Death. 478 
Cupid's Revenge. 208 
—— Whirligig. 529 
Cure for a Cuckold. 516 
Cuſtom of the Country. 


208 


hitter of Coleman- 
ſtreet. 81 


| 456 
Cynthia's Revels. 289 


Coyent Garden. 280 
Covent Gapden weed- 


, ed, 


[+ 4 
Covent of Plea. :..392\1 
ConterfertBridegr 528] | 


Counterfeits.:. | + 4b; 
Counteſs ofPe OR $ 

. Ivy-church. 224 
Country Captain. 386 
— — Girl... 21| 


AP Innocence. 319 


Cyrus K. of Perſia. $29 


CFMEres. 459 
\ Ame Dobſon. 4 19 
' Damoiſelle. 260 
Damoilelles a la-mode. 
"200 

Damon & Pythias: 529 
Darius his Tragedy '3 
--K.of Perſia. 


—— Wie. 


it7 


David and - Bethſabe. 


4OL 
De- 


493 
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Anlndexof the Plays. 


Debauchee. 29] Dutch Lover: 19 
Deorum Dona. I1 | Dutcheſs of Malfy.609 
Deſerving Fayourite. | Dutcheſs of Suft. 262. 
. | A. 
Deſtrution of Tervlhi FT Aſtward-hoe. 66 
Tem. 95,529 Edgar. «+ 434 
Deſtruction of Troy. 7| Edward the Firſt. 40 
Devils an Als. 209 Second. 243 
: _ Devil's Charter. 9] -—— Third. 53ZO 
Devil's Law-caſe. 509 | Fourth. 262 
Devil of a Wife. 280 [Elder Brother. 208 
Dick Scorner. $29|EleQra. $2.2 
Dido Q. of Carthage. | Elizabeth's Troubles. 
NO, 
303 265 
Diſappointment. 489| Elvira. 530 
Diſobedient Ch11d.280 [Emperor of the Eaſt. 
Diſtracted State. Foz] © 255 
 Diltreſles. to79——— Moon. 440 
= Divine Comedian. 504 |Empreſs of Morocco. 
2 Divine Maſque. 530 530 
= DoGtor Dodipole. 556|Enchanted Lovers.333 
Z Doctor Fauſtus. 342|Endymion. 2.28 
Don Carlos. 398|EnghſhFryar. og 
= Don Sebaſtian. 161 Lawyer. 420 
= Double Marriage. 208 Monſteur. 276 
= Doubtful Heir. 484 Moor. 26 
Duke'& no Duke. F01 Princeſs. $30 
© Duke of Guiſe, 163 Rogue. 504 
Duke of Lerma. 276 Travellex, 262 
Duke of Millain. 355 [Enough's as good as a 
Duke's Miſtreſs. 478 | Feaſt. 530 
Dumb Knight. 334 Entertainment atKang 
Dumb Lady. 318 | James's Coronat .289 
Dutch Courtezan. 348 


—at RutlandH, 107 
: 


Eg- 


Entertainment of King 
James and Q. Anne at 
'Theobalds. 289 

-——of the K. and Q. 
at High-gate. bid, 


—— of the K. of Engl. 


and Denmark at The- 
obalds. 2.90 
-of the Q. and Pr. 
at Althrop. 
Epſom Wells. 
Erminia. 2.01 
Evening's Love. 163 
Every man 1n his Hu- 
 mour. 2.90 


445 


—— out of his Hu-' 


mour. Tb. 
——- Woman in her 
Humour. $3L 
_ Eunuchus. 25,293 
Example. 478 
Excommunicated Prin. 


| If 
ExtravagantShepherd. 


521, 

F 

TE Actious Citiz. 531 
Fair Emm. Z26. 
— Favourite. 108 
— IrcRc. 4.99 
—— Maid of Brilt. 5 31 
—of the Exchange. 
| 2.62, 
208 


— OY Tnn. 


An Index of the Plays. 


Tbid. 


-- Welt. 
Fair Quarrel. 
Faithful Shepheard- 
els. 208 
Falſe Favourite, dif- 
grac d. $31 
-—— Count. 20 
—— One. 2.09 
Family of Love. 372 
Fancies. 2 20 


263 
37k 


Fancies Feſtivals. 2366 
Fatal Contract. 24” 
Dowry. 
—— Jealouſie. 
——— Love. 


— — 


Fawn. 25C 
Feign'd Aſtrologer.s 31 


Courtezans. 2o 


Prelate. 


4.4. ' 


148 
þ £: 4 
p ET 
$4 -4 »ot 8 
1dele and Fortunatus. Z 
3 ELLE. + 
des 
Th.i4- > 
Me. 


J32 


$ 


Þ . 
Flere. 


Floating [{land. 
Fond Husband. 


Female Academy. 392 | 


Fine Companion. 346 F- 
471 = 
d. 494 | 
Flora's Vagaries. 532 
. 180 Þ 


Fool turn'd Critick. 7b. 


Fe, 


-—- would be a Fayou- | 


rite. 
Fools Preferment. 
Forcd Marriage. 


Fortunate [les. 


Fortunatus. 
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An Index of the Plays.” 
Fortune by Land and|Golden Age reſtored. 
. DEA. 265 | 2.0L 
Fortune-Hunters. 49|Grateful Servant. 

Four Lond. Prentices. [Great Duke of Flo- 
* 265| rence. >" -3FG 
254|Green's 7 #4 qguogue. 72 
Plant in one. 209|Grim the Colier of 
Fox. 297| Croyden. | Fl 
 Free-wall. _ $32|Gripus and Hegio. 11 
© French Conjurer. $20] Guardian. 80,356 
” FriendſipinF ation, | Guy of Warwick. 51 
= PFryar Bacon. 242] © J Amlet Prince of 
 Fulgius and Lucrelle.] | 4 Denmark. 457 
> | 5F32|Hannibal and Sc1pto. 
bs c "2 
Alathea. 329|Heautontimorumenos. 
he Game atChelſs. 272 | 25,2N72 | 
Gamelter. 479  HeftorofGermany. 4:38 
2 Gam. Gurton's Needle. : HeQtors. $3? 
. $ATl, Hecyra, \ 25,273 
Generous Enemies.'/73 | Heir. 25 
Gentle-Craft, '. $48|-— of Mofocco. 44: 


Gentleman Dancing+- Hell's High Court of 
Maſter.  _ . $14} Juſtice. 533 
rnn— of Venice. 47.9 Henry the. Third ot 
———of Yerona 4.60 France. 4.72 
 * Uſher. 63]Henry the Fourth. 456 
_ Kt © Gholl. $32] ——— Flith. Tb. 
- = Glaſs of Government. | —-— Sixth. 457 
? ITY 228 | —— Eighth. £4, 
0 br Gloriana. Z22 Meracting 4.9 
3 Goblins. _ -498 [Hercules Furens. -250 
| Golden Age. 2094. - Qetus. 496 


Herod and Antipater. | 


240] 
— uy ler. 


— and Marianne: 406 
Hey tor Honelty. 4.16 
Hic & Ub1que. 
Hiſtriomaſtiy. 
Hoftman. 53 
Hog hath loſt hier 


JO3 


J32 


Hollander. 
Holland's Leaguer. 349 
Honelt Lawyer. $22 
—— Man's Fortune. 209 
—— Whore. I 22 
Honoria and Mammon. 
8 
Honour of Wales. T6 
Horace. 74.34.04. 
Horat1us. 3233 
How to chuſe a Good 
Wife from a Bad. 533 
Humorous ' Coprter. 
4.50 
Days Mirth. 63 
Lieutenant. 209 
Lovers. 307 
Humorilts. 44.6 
Humour out'of Breath. 
1190 
Hyde Park. 4.79 
Hymenz!1. 201 
Hymen's Triumph. 102 


H\ Fppolttvs. 409,495 


An Index of the Plays. 
Heroand Leander. 492| 


24G | 


232 |] 


Z. 


talnment. 534 
1b. 
'Straw's Late and 
Death. 1b. 
Jacob and Eſau. $534 
2 | James the Fourth. 75. 
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He Occaſion of adding this following Ap- 
enais,1s to compleat the Account of all 
the Plays. that have been printed as far as this 
reſent "Time : ſince ſeveral new Ones have 
Xeen publiſht after the Fore-going Sheets were 
ſent to the Preſs, and ſome others thro' over- 
fight omitted in the Body of the Book; T have 
choſe rather to place them here, than leave the 
whole imperfect. T ſhall follow the ſame Me- 
thod,as before ; beginning firit with the Aow 
Authors, 1n an Alphabetical Order; and after- 
wards mention thoſe,” whoſeAuthors are con- 
ceal'd.' I begin with 


Sr William DaveNanr. 


T have already given an- Account of this Au- 
thor, p. I 06, (9. to which I refer my Reader ; 
only beg his Pardon fer the Omiſlion of a Play 
to be found 1n the Body of his Works, nam'd 
Unfortunate Lovers, a Tragedy, printed in 
© Folio. -- , | 


Thomas DEckzR. 


” An Author already mention'd, .p. 122. to 
| have a handin Twelve Plays; tho' thro' mi- 
' Make, T have given an Account but of Ten of 
- them. *Tis true, I _— the Reader p. 125. 
[8 0 T0 


'The Appendix. 


to the Account of YH. Rowley, for The Watch 
of -Edmonton ; 'but quite forgot a Play, which 
was writ, wholly by. our Author, ſtil'd .. 
Wonder of a Kingdom, a: \'Fragi-comedy ; 
printed 49, Lond. 1636, This I take. te be a 


very diverting old Play. RCs” 
John Daxwvan, Eq; 


The Reader will find an Account of this Au. | 


thor's Writings, þ.130,09%- but he having lare- 


ly publiſht a. new Play, I am here to give the / 


Reader ſome Account of 1t. .. 


Amphytryon, or The 7 wo Soctas 5 a Comedy 
ated at the Theatre-Royal, to which 1s added 
the Muſick of the Songs, compos'd by Mx.Zer. 
ry Parcel; printed 49. Lond. 1691. and dedi- 
cated to the Honourable 'Sir Leviſon Gower, 


Baronet. This Play is founded on Plantus's | 
Amphytruo, and Mo/hiere's Amphytryott, as the © 


Author himſelf acknowledges in his Epiſtle 
Dedicatory. 'The Reader that will take the 
pairs to compare them, will find that Mr. 
Dryen has more cloſely followed the French, 
than the Zazin Poet: but however it mult 
with Juſtice be allowed, that what he has bor- 
rowed, he has 1mprov'd throughout ;: and Mo}. 
hiere 1s as much exceeded by Mr. Dryden,” as 
Rotron is outdone by Afolhere. The truth is, 
our Author ſo polſhes: and? #mproves other 
Mens "Thoughts, that tho they are mean in *! 
themſclves, yet by a New Tarn which he gives | 
them, - they appear Beautiful and Sourk ling: 
Herein reſembling S$killtul Lapidarics, = by 
| their 
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their Art, make!a-Brifto/ Stone appear with 
almoſt the ſame Luſtre,as a Natural Diamond. 
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_ Joſeph Hants © 
A New Author, who: being infeRed. with 
the Contagion of 'Poerry, ſpread amongſt” his, 
Fellow AQtors,is ſettingup for an Author;. nag 
with what: Succeſs, I leaveito thoſe-whoifre- 
 quent'the Theatre to decide; He :has lately, 
E publiſitia:Play, calld -...7, ol not) 
 _eMiſtakes, or The Falſe Refort; 2a. Fragi- 
comedy; afted by their Majeſties. Servants,;- 
printed quarto ond. 1690. and: dedicated to. 
Godfrey Knelker Eſq; This: Young Author 1s-: 
beholding to the Poets to rig him ont;;- Mr. 
Dryden pens © beſtowed a Prologue on his 
Play, and Mr. Zate an-Epilogue ; and the ever 
- Obliging and Compaſſionate Mr, Monzford, (as 
” the Author with Gratitude , acknowledges,)- 
© Not only correQed.the' Tedtouſneſs of 'the 
Fifth AQ, by.cutting-out_ a whole Scene ;- but - 
© to make the Plot more clear,has put in one of 
© his. own, which heightens his own CharaQter, 
© and was yery pleaſing to the Audience. 
This Play ſeems to me to be of the ſame 
Stamp with ſeveral others lately written by 
* His Fellow-Comedians; tho' 1n my Opinion, 
they had. better confine themſelves within 


their own Sphere of Aion. 


= 
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An Author of ſeveral Plays already men. 
tioned p. 370. but TROY One, which by 
p 'N 


chance was omitted, viz. 


by her Majeſty's Servants, and printed quarto 
Lotdabao. This Play was writ twenty Years 


before 'twas publiſh'd, as the Printer and Sta- 
tioner inform the Reader ; | and appeared:with 
Applauſe” on*the- Stage. The Language'and 
Plot of this Comedy-are very diverting ; and” 
the former is ſo little obſolere;that Mrs, Behr 
has tranſplanted- part | of it into her City 


* An- Author- and Poet already mention'd, 


"14 


P+107/-who has publiſhe a new Play, call'd-: © 


- Alphonſo -King 'of Naples, a Tragedy, aged 
at'the Theatre:Royal , printed -quarto Lond. 


I $96! and dedicated to Her Grace the Dutcheſs 


of Ormond. The-Prologue was written by Mr. 
John Haynes; and the Epilogue by Mr. Dar fey. 


-An Authet;of whom T have already given 
an Account, Þ. 4.28. but forgot to-ſpeak'of a 
Play, 1n which he was'chiefly contern'd, vis. 

Witch of Edmonton, a Known True Story, 
compog'd into a Tragi-comedy, by divers well 
efleem'd Pocts,/iliam Rowley, Thomas Decker, 

WET NOPE amend tary ern Prem 


 HHad World my Maſters, a Comedy often 
ated at the Private-Houle 1n Sa/zsbury Court, 
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and Fob# Ford"; aQed by the: Pritice's Servants 
oftenat the. Cock-p it 1n rur it; -lane,and once at 


Court with ſingular APPAUE | ATT) TR 
_—_ 1658. F 
Tho. SACKVILE, SH Tho.Nozron. 


"Two Authors that liv'd in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth; the former of which was 
L* Buckburſt, and in the firſt Year of K. James 
the Firſt, vis.:Harch 13. 1603. created Earl of 
Dorſet : He was, Treaſurer; and Chancellor 
at. the Univerſity of Oxford. 0- He joyn'd with 
Mr. Norton in writing a Tragedy, which 1 
thoſe Days was, in much repute; . It was thrice 
printed : the firſt Edition was publiſhed under 
the Title of 

. Ferrex aud Porrex, "printed 89 Lond, 1 $6. 
by W.G. This, Edition was printed from a 
ſurzeptitious . Copy, when- the 1.4 Puckhar/t 
was beyond Sea, and Mr. Norton far diſtant 
from Londm. | The ſecond Edition was print- 


ed with Conſent. of the Authors ; the Title- 


page being as follows : 
©The "Tragedy of Ferrex and Porrex, ſet 
« forth without Addition or Alteration, but al- 
together as the fame was ſhewed'on the Stage 
before the Queen's Maje eity, about nine Years 
{ pai; vzs, the Eighteenth Day of Zatmaty T565. 
© by the Gentlemen of the Dnner-Temple ; print- 
"| bl Lond.----15----.. The laſt, Edition 1s 
;*:The: Toapedy of Garboduc, whereof three 
*AQs were written by Thomas Norton ; and 
ob Qo:3-.-: *the 


The Appendis. 
the two laſt by. Thomas Sachvile;;" Tet forthas 
<*the ſame was ſhewed before the. Queen's molt 
Excellent Majeſty, in Her. Highneſs's Court 
* of the /nner-Temple ; printed 4.* Lond. i590, 
TI” have already grven ſome Account of this 
Play 1fi Mr. Diyden's CharaReer, p. 168: T-ſhall 
here add the Opinion of that Great ſuCge of 
Wit, Sir Philip S1dney, in his Excellent De- 
Fence of Poefie : (*) © Our  Tragedies and Co- 
©*medies, are -not without 'cauſe. 'cry'd out 
4againft; obſerving Rules neither of Honeſt C1- 
*71ilty, nor Skiltul Poezry ; cxcepang Gorbo- 
* Zuc, (again T fay of thoſe I have ſeen) which 
© notwithitaniding, as 1t 1s - full "of - ſtately 
©Speeches, and well-ſounding Phrafes, chmb- 
<1ng'to the height of Sexeca's Stile; and as full 
of notable Morality, which it does-molt de- 
*lighttully teach,” and ſo obtain the very End 
© of Poe/te + Yet 1n truth, it 1s defeftuous. xn the 
FCrrcumftances;. which grieyes'me, becauls it 
fmight not remain an exa&t Model of all Tra- 
*gedies. For the Plot, conſult Nenins, Leland, 


KR. of Ghaucefter, H. of Funtingdou Teo. of 


Monmouth, Du Cheſue, ye.” b- 

'I know-not whether My Lord Pucthur/t 
wrlt any thing beſides, or no/; but T have ſeen 
two little Pieces writ by Mr. Norton in otavo: 
One intituled, 7o the Queen's Majeſties poor de- 
cerved Subjetts m the North Conntry, arawyt mto 
Rebellion by the Earls of Northumberland 'and 
Weſtmorland : printed octavo' Loud. 1569: A 
Second, ſtiled 4 Warning againſt the dangerous 
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The Appendix: 
Praflices of: Papiſts, and eſpectally the Partners 


of the late Rebellion : printed 8* Lond, 1 5-—- 


Blkanah'SprTLE, 
An Author who has forſaken the Banners of 
Mats and\Pal/las, to return to the T hearre, the 
Seat. of the Maſes.: One, (to uſe his own Ex- 
preflion ) .* Who after all his repented Follies; 
©:3s:refolv'd to, .quit-all Pretentions to Srate- 
craft, and hone {ay skulk 1nto.a Corner of the 
© Stage, and there dye contented. This Relſo- 
ſolution our Author. has begun. to put 1n Pra- 
Rice, by, publiſhing a Play, whoſe Title 1s 
« [Diſtreſſed Tunocence, or T he Princeſs of Per- 
143, 4 Tragedy adcted at the 'Theatre-Royal, by 
their Majeſbies Servants, printed Zond. 16Go0. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable, Zohr 
Lord Catts, Baron of Gowraw. This Tragedy 
was kindly receiv'd: by: the Audience, as the 
Poet. gratefully acknowledges, and owns like- 
wile Pr Obligations to Mr. Betterzon, for his 
ſeveral extraordinary, Hints, to the heightning 
of his beſt Characters ; and to Mr. «Montford, 
for the laſt Scene of his Play, which he was - 
{o kind to write for him: To which may be 
added. the Epilogue. The Author likewiſe 
owns,” That whatever Fittion he has elſewhere 


anterwoven,: the Diſtreſles of Hormidas and 


Cleomira, are true Hiſtory. I have. not lei- 
ſure; at preſent to make Enquiry after. this 
Paſlage; but poſlibly the, Reader may find ſome- 
what of 1t 1n Socrates, Zozomen, or Nicephorus, 


, 


all which (if I miſtake not ) mention the Af- 
Tho. 


fairs of 7ſaegerdes King of Per/ia. 
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Thomas SHADWELL? + 


Our preſent Zaureat having publiſht 2 New 
Play, 1 am bound to take Notice of it : vis. + 
. Scowrers, a Comedy afted by Their Maje- 
[ties Seryants ; printed 49. Long. 1690. How 
this Play ſucceeded on the Stage, I know not; 
but; T think 'tis far. from the worlt-of his Co- 
medies : and I believe 1s wholy free from P/a- 
Thomas: SOUTHERN. 


An Author that has contributed three Plays 
to the Szazve, which have gain'd him no ſmall 


Reputation : T'wo of them I have already men-| 


tion'd, P.- 89. This laſt Play is ftil'd”- £59 


Sir Anthony Love, or The Rambling Lady ; a, 


Comedy, aRed at the Theatre-Royal, by their 
Majeſties Servants, printed quarto Zond. 1690. 
and dedicated to his Friend, 7 homas Skipwith 
Eſq; This Play was acted with extraordinary 
Applauſe; the Part of Sr Anthony Love being 
molt Maſterly playd by Mrs. Montfort: : 
and certainly, who ever reads it, will find it 
fraught with true Wit and Humour; and in 
the Characters of M. L' Abbe, and Pahner 
the Pilgrim, our Author has given vs ſome 
Sketches of the Hypocrilic of thoſe pretended 


at 2:0, LEONG 15; 
AF am apt-to-belevye this Writer 1s the ſame 


with the Author of the Cheats j I' mean John. 


Wilſon, 
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Wilſon, 2lready mention'd; p. 512 | Whoever | 
he P he has publiſht a New Play,calld 

* "Belphegar, or The Marriaze of the Devil; a 
Tragi-comedy, lately ated at the Queen's The- 
atre 'in Dorſet Garden; .printed quarto Lond, 
1690. "This Play notwithſtanding, 1t was de- 


cryed on the Stage, 'T think far forpatcs many 
others, that have lately appear'd there. For 
the Foundation of the Play, the Author has di- 

refed the Reader to Matchiavel and Straparola, 
both which have played with the ſame Story : 
And IT may add, That thoſe who- delight 1n 


French Poetry, may read it ingeniouſly tranlla- 


N ” 


ted.in Les Contes de M. de Ia prot I. 
1 


partie, page 180. derniere £dit. and the Eng 4p 


Reader may find it pleaſantly xelated, not only 
1n- the Folio. Tranſlation of AMatchiaveh, bur 
hkewilſe at:the end of Quevedo's Novels Engl. 
oQtayo: IT boaetes leon pp I TEIN) ITE | 
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Unknown Authors. | 
' Am 1n the. laſt place to give an Account of 
L. thoſe Plays whoſe Authors*are unknown ; 
do. in-the former Method, begianing with a 
| Bamiſpd Dake, or The Tragedy of Iufortu- 
warus ; acted at the Theatre-Royal, printed 49. 
Lond. 1690. The Reader will eafily find thar 
under the CharaQter of 7nfortwnatus, the Poct 
defignd to portray the late Unfortunate Duke 
of: Monmouth: under that of -Romanns and Pa- 


Br ag 
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doch, or The Bawd tirn'd Puritan: 
2 New G6tedy, by a Perſona of Quality, print- 
d 49 Lon#.\1690. This Comedy I take to be 
inftiucive;; and undoubtedly in the Character 
of Fiſh, he has hit ſome Features, which-be- 
tng to ſome'private Enemies of Univerſitzes: 

. Edward the Third, with the Fall of Morti- 
mer, Z#ar/ of March; an Hiſtorical Play, acted 
at the Theatre-Royal, by their Majeſties Ser- 
vants ; printed uarto Zond. 1690. and ded 
eated tothe Right Honourable Henry, Lord 
Viſcount $:dey, of Sheppey ; by Mr. Honturfors 
wo-whoim the Play was made a Preſent. This 
Play I take to exceed moſt of the Plays. that 
bave been lately-publiſht; and I think 1n the 
CharaQers of 7arleton, Chancellor of Zngland, 
and Serjeant Z#rher/ide, he has' ſomewhat 'de- 
rected the Miſdemeanours of fome Great Men 
in the laſt Reign. For the Plor, as far as con- 


cerns Hiſtory, conſult FHarpsfield, Walſmgham, 


Pot. Pgil, Froifſard, Du Cheſne, Math. Weſt- 
Ms Hollins fhead; Grafton, \ Stow, Daniel 
peea, (. 

 Enghfhmen for Money, or a pleaſant Comedy, 
call d 4 Joman will have Lt Wilt; divers 
r1mes acted with great Applauſe; printed 49. 
£ond. 1626. This Comedy 1s not divided 1n- 
ro ern op f , , 

Folly of Prieficraft, a Comedy printed quarta 
Phrde 6-6 Though the Modeſty, _ Pru- 
dence of this Author, will not permit him to 
to be known; yet'I think he deſerves a place 


amongſt the Eldeft Sons of 4p : and if I may 


preſume to ſpeak my Judgment, I believe no 


Satyr 
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a The Appenaix. | 
Satyy fince The Plain Dealer, has been more ju- 
diciouſly or ingeniouſly penn'd: and I queſtion 
fiot but 1t will deſerve a good CharaQer from 
all Readers,except the Prieſts and Bjgots of the 
Romiſh Religion. © X54 ES0% FO 

Robin Conſcience, a Play which I never could 
obtain the ſight of: tho finding it mentioned in 
former Catalogues, I was unwilling to-omt 1t. 

Royal Flight, or The Conqueſt of Ireland; a 
New Farce, printed-quarto Loud. 1690. The 
Subjedt of this Play, 1s evident from its Title- 
page; and the Author has no ways diſguiſed 
his CharaQters : Tho? had he treated ſome Per- 
ſons in his Farce, with more Modeltie, it had 
been no leſs for his Reputation. 


Thus T have finiſhd My ACCOUNT of 
Our ZEnghſh Dramatick Poets, and their Writ- 
ings: and having laid a Foundation, I ſhall 
Jeave-3t to Others .( who may think 3t worth 


their while ) to perfe& the Edifice: hoping 


thoſe that wall attempt it, will alter or ſupply 
what ever they diſlike or find defeQtive in the 
whole Z//ay. | Fe: 
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ERRAT A. 
e 106 Line Gs, for ſuo, read tuo. þ. 158 /. 3 
P p. $ Abtbeck of Abdalla, Adel melect 
P.169 /.26,for his,r.this. p. 215 Ln. for Thirry, r. 
Thierry. p.224 /.15,for Walton's,r. Watſon's. p. 
24.2 4.19.after Account, r.of J.Cook. p. 255 /.24, 
for benefy'd, r.benefic'd. p.260 /.3, for I began,yr. 
he began. p.2774 /.29, for Women's, r.Woman's. 
P.304 /.the laſt; for laſt,r. laſted. p.z 10 /.3,for Per- 
ſon,r. Judges. p.3 52 /.2,for their,r.his, /d.l. 6 for 
et, r.erls. Þ.376 /. 20, for 1687, r.1637. p.377 1. 
31,for Oracle, r.Paradice. f: 382 /2, for Lovery. 
Mother. p.388 /.18, for Sole1l,r.Soleifel. p.qos /. 
13, for Corſe,r.Cork. p.415 4r2,for his own,7.this 
One. p.446 1.8, for Ingentous,r.Genuane. p.4 54 /. 
T6, for Ben Johnſon,r.our Author. p.4.92 /.27, to 
the end belongs to Tho. St.Serf, Þ.4.35. pÞ.5 08 10, 
for more, r.longer. d./.16,for Waver,r. Weaver. 
P.514 4.13,for Talisbury,r.Salisbury. p.519 /.12, 
for Basker,r.Barker. 7d./.14,dele was. p.522 1.20, 
for Thorpy, r. Thorny. p.5 27 /.2, for Aliazer, r. 
Alcazer. 7d. 14, for Chare, r. Clare. p.534 /.12. 
for Tornellt Annals, r.Tormielli Annales. p. 535 
L.7,for Bellimperin,r.Bellimperaia. p.538 /.19, for 
LaQus, r.TaCtus. p.543 {1 5, for before, r. after. 
Some other Literal faults not here inſerted, the 
Reader 2s de/tred ts correfe. 
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